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Open daily 8.30 12.00
* Fresh fruit & Vegetables * Bread from Maiseys * Milk * Cheese * Thorners Pies *

* Orders taken for fresh meat from Havercro�’s Butchers * 

Spring Surprise!  Spring Surprise!  Spring Surprise!  Spring Surprise!  
For every £10 you spend in the shop during March, For every £10 you spend in the shop during March, For every £10 you spend in the shop during March, For every £10 you spend in the shop during March, For every £10 you spend in the shop during March, 
you will be entered into a draw to win a hamper of you will be entered into a draw to win a hamper of you will be entered into a draw to win a hamper of 

goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.
you will be entered into a draw to win a hamper of you will be entered into a draw to win a hamper of 

goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.
(T&C(T&C(T&C(T&C

goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.
(T&C(T&C

goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.
(T&C(T&C’s apply, see in shop)s apply, see in shop)s apply, see in shop)s apply, see in shop)s apply, see in shop)s apply, see in shop)

goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.goodies to welcome spring to Brent knoll.
s apply, see in shop)s apply, see in shop)

We never forget 
you have a choice
In a market better known for pressure selling 
practices and less than believable offers, 
Kingfisher stands head and shoulders above 
the rest. 

We simply give honest advice and leave you 
to make up your own mind in your own time. 
Our new showroom at East Brent has been 
designed to give customers the chance to 
review options and look at products in a hassle 
free environment where knowledgeable advice 
is always on hand.

8 Mill Batch Farm, East Brent, 
Near Highbridge, TA9 4JN
Tel: 01278 760616 / 01749 671431
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com     
www.thekingfisherfamily.com
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News from the Parish Council  
Meeting in September
P lanni ng M atters
07 / 21/ 00009 :   Change of use of land for 12 glamping pitches, Solar Table of 80-100 panels,
relocate an earth bund, formation of car parking area and compacted nature/ sculpture trail, 
bird watching hide, wild flower meadow, black poplar plantation, planting of natural 
hedgerows and some native trees and planting of some rare type apple trees on land  to the 
N orth of  M i d d le S treet, Brent Knoll.
Response : The P arish Council objected to this proposal on the following grounds:
(a) Concern over the applicant’s involvement in writing all of the support documents and lack 

of impartiality.
(b) M anagement of foul water on the site. 
(c) Environment, bats migration and feeding, claims made in application, but no time table of 

plan.
(d) Architecture/ effect on appearance, concerns on the temporary buildings being installed and 

no specific detail. 
(e) H ighways and road safety due to traffic increase and increased people attracted to the 

single track road.
07 / 21/ 00013 : Erection of two storey detached dwelling, with attached garage and formation 
of access on site of existing outbuilding (to be demolished). Also, erection of garage for 
existing dwelling. O n land  at 5 6 ,  Brent S treet,  Brent Knoll, T A9  4 D X .
Response : The P arish Council objected to this proposal on the following grounds
(a) Over dominance of the available site and over shadow issues with neighbouring property.
(b) Over D evelopment of a small site.
(c) The visual impact due to the dominance of the building.
(d) Issues of Rhyne management.
11/ 21/ 00011 : Erection of stables and feed store on L and to the South of RSP CA rescue 
Centre, Brent Road, Brent Knoll (Burnham Application).
Response : The P arish Council made no observations to this application.
07 / 21/ 00019 : Erection of two dwellings on site of existing dwelling to be demolished at 
Sunnycot, Church L ane, Brent Knoll, TA9 4EG.
Response : The P arish Council supported this application for the following reasons:
(a) Improvement to replace a poor property that exists currently.
(b) The new proposal is in line with the character and look for existing Street Scene.
(c) The design is compatible with other properties in the area.
D ec i si ons w ere tak en on the f ollow i ng M atters
(a) The Council agreed and approved the loss of two parking spaces and gave permission for 

the shop management group to place a P ortakabin shop on the car park as a temporary 
arrangement until a more permanent solution is arranged.

(b) The Council approved a response to a questionnaire on local election timetable and 
decided that, in the interests of local matters, it would prefer to maintain elections for 
P arish Councils at the original timetable of 2023.

(c) It was approved to make contact with East Brent P arish Council with regard to the 
Q ueen’s Jubilee celebrations in 2022.

(d) A local land owner has made the kind offer of selling the car park in H ill L ane to the P arish 
Council for the sum of £ 1.00 for use and benefit of the local community. The P arish 
Council approved unanimously.

(e) A new litter bin has been agreed on the corner of Church L ane and H ill L ane.
(f) The P arish Council agreed on two dates requested by the P arish H all in 2022 for the F ê te

and M usic on the Green events. Continued on P age 8









Open Evenings are a great way to explore your 
options for next year.  You’ll have the opportunity 
to speak to our tutors and tour the College.

BRIDGWATER CAMPUS
12 October 2021, 6pm - 8pm

TAUNTON CAMPUS
13 October 2021, 6pm - 8pm

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST

OPEN  
EVENINGS

www.btc.ac.uk

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE NOW! 

www.btc.ac.uk



1 2

Brent Knoll’s “Em ergenc y  S hop i s on the M ov e!
Brent Knoll’s C om m uni ty  S hop w i ll m ov e to a C ar P ark
Somerset’s “Emergency Shop”, opened within ten days of the first Covid lock-down, 
has to move - now that the closed village shop that they have successfully occupied 
has been sold.
Brent Knoll Community Shop has operated at a profit, as a Community Benefit 
Society, - staffed by volunteers – from the first day of trading, but now has to move 
from the former village shop, which has been sold.
F aced with eviction in October, the shop’s Management Committee has agreed with 
their P arish Council that they will move to a rented P ortakabin in the car-park beside 
the village green and P arish H all.
This solution means that the shop can continue operating without any interruption.
A meeting between the P arish Council, P arish H all Committee and the Community 
Shop, also agreed that the shop’s monthly events – which have been staged on the 
forecourt of the village shop – can now be staged on the patio of the P arish H all.
According to John Rogers, newly elected chair of the Community Shop’ Management 
Committee:  “This is the ideal solution.  We can arrange a move to the Portakabin 
before we are evicted from the village shop, enabling us to continue our services 
uninterrupted”.
M eanwhile, Brent Knoll P arish Council has secured public consent to explore the 
potential for a loan to demolish the village’s public toilets and build a new 
development to provide both public toilets and a new shop.
“It’s a simple fact”, said Mr Rogers, “That we must continue to provide what has 
become a crucial service for so many people in our community”. D av i d  Stu r gess

Warm  H om e D i sc ount T eam
This is a reminder that this scheme is available from October. If you receive the 
Guarantee Credit element of P ension Credit, or you’re on a low income and meet 
your energy supplier’s criteria for the scheme, then you would be eligible to qualify for 
the discount. Y ou could get £ 140 off your electricity bill for Winter 2021 to 2022 and 
the scheme opens on 18th October 2021. The money is not paid to you – it’s a one-off 
discount on your electricity bill, between October and M arch. Y ou may be able to get 
the discount on your gas bill instead if your supplier provides you both gas and 
electricity. Y ou should contact your supplier to find out. 
P lease see the link below to the government website, or you can contact me for further 
information. Kim Wilcox V illage Agent 07943 555519 or kim@ somersetrcc.org.uk.
https: / / www.gov.uk/ the-warm-home-discount-scheme. K i m  W i l c o x , V illage Agent

J ust f or F un – C hri sti an O ne L i ners
D on’t let your worries get the best of you; remember, M oses started out as a basket 
case.
Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited, until you try to sit in their pews.
M any folks want to serve God, but only as advisors. M ar ti n L ee
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N ew  Bus S erv i c e through Brent Knoll
Since the previous Bus service through Brent Knoll was cancelled a couple of years 
ago, I have been trying to get a bus service back to our village.
I am pleased to say, that from 21st September, there will be a limited service on offer.
Initially it will run on a Tuesday and F riday between approx. 9.30am and 2.30pm 
utilising the time between an existing minibus (education) service.
Usage will be monitored, and if it proves popular, it is hoped to extend the service.
The route of the bus will be from P ier Street Burnham to Tweentown Cheddar via 
Q ueens D rive, Edithmead Roundabout, Brent Street, Burton Row, East Brent V illage 
H all, Rooksbridge Garage, Tarnock Garage, L amb Inn Weare, Old Coach Road, 
White H art Cross, Axbridge Square, Cheddar Woods and then Tweentown Cheddar 
and will then return the same route.
There will be 3 journeys per day in either direction and timetables will be available.
There will be publicity coming out soon, but I wanted to give you a heads up that we 
have been able to get the County to support the reintroduction of this Burnham to 
Cheddar service and hopefully, with support, it will grow into a more comprehensive 
one going forward.
Those with Concessionary bus passes will be able to use them, for more info about 
bus passes please visit : -
https: / / www.somerset.gov.uk/ roads-and-transport/ concessionary-bus-passes/ .

Bo b F i l m er

2021 “200+ Club” S eptem b er D raw
The draw was made at the P arish H all Committee meeting; winning numbers were: -
S eptem b er N o. P ri z e N am e
F irst P rize 46 £    20 M iss R.E. M atthews Brent Street Brent Knoll
Second P rize 57 £    20 M r K.A. Steer Brent Street Brent Knoll
Third P rize 18 £    16 M rs M . Osborn Brent Street Brent Knoll
F ourth P rize 131 £    12 M rs G. Cromwell Battleborough L ane Brent Knoll
F ifth P rize 190 £    12 M iss P . Eweinoh Crooked L ane Brent Knoll
Sixth P rize 324 £ 10 M r & M rs A.D . D ando Brent Street Brent Knoll
Seventh P rize 260 £ 8 M r B.M . D riscoll The Willows Brent Knoll
Eighth P rize 217 £      6 M rs D .R. Bowden Wick L ane Brent Knoll
Thank you to everyone who has supported the P arish H all by joining the 200+  Club.  
This will help make sure that our P arish H all continues to meet the needs of our local 
community and remain at it’s heart. Bo b  F i lmer, “200+ Club” CoBo b  F i lmer, “200+ Club” CoBo b  F i - o r d i nato ro r d i nato ro r

I n the N ew s
1908 – April 25th – Brent Knoll married 86 – single 60.  Tea at the M anor H ouse.  

M iss Nicholletts.
M ay 16th – Brent Knoll 55. J Steer 22 – Woolavington 30 &  8. J Steer 9 for 0.
April - M rs Sarah Jane Neads died aged 101, she lived in Brent Knoll 

since 1830. G eo r ge Br o w n

F ront C ov er P hoto -
Thanks to D iana D avison for this month’s front cover picture. Bo b



1 6

D ates for forthcoming meetings are still vague.  The P arish H all has, I believe, been 
booked for: -

20th October 17th November 8th D ecember
F urther information will be disseminated as and when it is available.  If you have a 
specific enquiry, you can still contact Karen Russell on 01278 769382 or Ann Robson on 
01278 760981. C G R
Wom en’s I nsti tute

It was good to get back to an almost normal meeting in September.  M r 
P eter Isaacson gave an excellent talk about the M edical D etection D ogs.  
The dogs live with people with life threatening disease and are able to 
detect through odour if the person is about to have a seizure.  This enables 

people to live at home rather than in hospital.  The total cost of training these dogs is 
£ 29,000.  The charity is not Government supported and relies entirely on donations.
The speaker at our meeting on 13th October, 2.30pm at the P arish H all, will be Jean 
Tincknell who will tell us about her life on the farm.  M embers, please wear something 
warm as it may be draughty with the doors and windows open! J M G

WI  C raf t G roup
Craft group will resume on M onday October 18th at 2.30pm in the M ethodist school room.
This is open to all who would like to come and craft and have a cuppa and biscuit or 
cake: you don’t have to be a WI member.
At this first meeting back, we will be discussing ideas for the Arts and Crafts event at St.
Michael’s church next year.
If you would like to come with any craft project you are doing, we can make a plan for 
future projects.
Our members and others continue to knit hats and scarves for Seafarers as well as 
blankets for both premature babies and adults with dementia, for which they and us are 
grateful. M ar gar et Sm i th 01278 760691

Wom en’s S oc i ety
We are very sorry but we will not be able to meet at the end of September. We had hoped 
to organise a meal locally but that has not been possible.
Julie or I will notify you of a future date when we will meet socially and discuss future 
meetings.
Thank you so much for your patience, we really do look forward to seeing you all very soon.
If you have any ideas for meetings/ speakers/ craft/ visits etc, please do let us know, it would 
be much appreciated. Thank you.. A nn / J u l i e, 01278 751229

M eet and  E at
It was lovely to welcome back our lovely diners to M eet and Eat in September, and to 
see some new faces too. We were treated to wine to celebrate a special M eet and Eat 
friendship for which we thank D avid F ilmer and Jo for their generosity. L esley Royal 
kindly stepped in to help with the serving. We are very sorry to hear that L iz’s husband 
has died and we are sure you would want us to pass on our condolences to L iz and her
family. We hope you understand that we have decided, under the circumstances, to hold 
the next M eet and Eat early in November and we will also try and organise a Christmas 
celebration for early D ecember. R o sem ar y ,  W eio sem ar y ,  W eio sem ar y ,  W t and  Bel l a
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Brent Knoll H ouse H i stori es
E uropean H eri tage Y ear 19 7 5  W.  I .  Book  – 5 7
Having now had a chance to look at the documentation maintained in the Record Office at 
Taunton, it is possible to show details 
of the proposed light railway.  There 
are only five documents there, but 
they show “Plans and Sections” (see 
right for the front cover), the 
estimated costs (only a single sheet), 
“Lands to be Taken” (showing who 
owns the land the rail would run over 
and, presumably, who would have to 
be compensated), an Ordnance 
Survey map with the route 
superimposed and an “Order of the Light Railway Commissioners”, which authorised the 
construction and set out the regulations they would have to follow.  
Below is the route which the light railway was intended to follow. As it was rather faint, I 
have attempted to overlay the route, which means it is not quite such a fine line as in the 
original, but details of the termini are shown later and this does give a good idea of where it 
was supposed to have gone.

This map gave an overview of the route, but the “Plans and Sections” document gave more 
detail.  At the Berrow end, it is confirmed that the Wellington hotel was on the site that is 
now occupied by the Co-op shop. Continued on page 20
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Brent Knoll H ouse H i stori es – Continued
As can be seen from the map (left), the 
railway terminus was intended to be 
close to the Triangle, which is where 
the car park is now situated. Today all 
of the fields shown have become part 
of a large housing estate.  It is 
interesting that, if the railway had 
been built, it would have stopped 
short of the area where the holiday 
camps are in Berrow, as well as 
missing out on the Brean area. Of 
course, it is likely that it would have 
been extended and, if it escaped 
Beeching, it could perhaps have made 
a difference to the continuous summer 
traffic jam along Berrow Road.

At the Brent Knoll end (see map below), there are two branches to the line. One acts as a 
terminus, whilst the other connects onto the Great Western Railway line. Neither terminus 
shows a platform, but there is an infrastructure already in place at the Brent Knoll end, and 
plenty of space has been allocated at the Berrow end. Presumably freight would be handled 
at our end, utilising the existing freight yard on the other side of the bridge to the station.

Next month I will conclude this discussion with costs, rules and Oliver Frost’s involvement.
J o hn P age (myrtle.bk@gmail.com)
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S c i enti sts plan to ob tai n hi gh- d ef i ni ti on v i d eos of  U F O s
Following my last month’s article on the USA government’s acceptance of UFOs 
being real, but as yet still mysterious, I discussed the matter with several people. 
The change in public attitude has meant that people are now prepared to discuss 
them whereas before they were fearful that they would be ridiculed or stigmatised.
Two Brent Knoll residents told me they have seen UF Os locally, and I wonder how 
many others reading this magazine have also done so. One of them, whilst on 
holiday on a farm abroad, also had a sighting of one landing. The farmer’s herd of 
cows was terrified and after the UF O took off, the farmer and my friend went to where 
it took off and saw burnt and scorched grass and soil.
On July 26th H arvard astrophysicist Avi L oeb, a co-founder of the “Galileo P roject” ” 
initiative, held a news conference. H e said that a group of scientists, including one 
from our own Cambridge University, was to purchase high powered telescopes linked 
to cameras to focus on UF Os and produce high-definition 3D  videos of them. If you 
saw the video in my last month’s article 
https: / / www.youtube.com/ watch? v= rhCfCa8pRlU, you would have seen that the UF O 
images, taken recently by the US Navy, were very blurred. This was because the 
cameras used had aperture of only a few millimetres. The aperture of these 
purchased telescopes will be a full metre!  The project is seeking funding, to which I 
made a small contribution. I received an email from Avi L oeb last week, which said, 
“So far, I received commitments for donations that add up to $ 1.8M . Our goal is to 
get ten times more in order to cover a large enough fraction of the sky. Currently, we 
are defining the instruments we wish to purchase but did not buy the telescopes yet”. 
It is expected that the first images will be publicly available within a year from now.
P lease click on the “Galileo P roject” hyperlink to get more details of this startling new 
investigation.
So, at last, the field of UF Os is getting the scientific examination that it needs and 
perhaps we will find out what they really are and where they come from. The answers 
could be very profound. 
If you or your friends have seen any UF Os, I would be very interested to hear from 
you. D av i d  F i l m er

V i llage Agent N ew s
We are delighted to be back in venues, meeting people face to face in our Talking
Cafes once again. There are 11 venues open across the county, where you can book 
a slot and meet your local V illage Agent and have a chat about anything that’s
worrying you, whether that’s advice on healthcare or bills, or if you are caring for
another. 
The two local venues are in Burnham-on-Sea and H ighbridge on the following dates, 
to make an appointment, just call 01823 331222.
Burnham-on-Sea:  M ethodist Church, College Street, Every Tuesday, 10am - 12pm
H ighbridge:  H ope Baptist Church, 106 Church St, TA9 3H W, Every Wednesday, 2-4pm.

K i m  W i l c o x



For more information please  
call 01934 623 501 and ask  
for the Private Client Team.

helpforyou@powellslaw.com 
powellslaw.com

Ensure you have all the essentials covered so you can get on with 
enjoying your life to the full. We have a wealth of knowledge to help make 
the most and cope with the demands of living longer to ensure you get 
the outcome that’s best for you at the cost that’s right for you.

Providing Providing complete 
assuranceassurance for later life



Plan for tomorrow – cherish the today
We know that family is the most important thing in your life. So it’s good to know that, with the right advice, transferring wealth 
to loved ones can be extremely easy – as well as immensely rewarding.

Whether it’s helping youngsters onto the housing ladder, contributing to a grandchild’s education or a parent’s care fees, we can 
help you share your wealth whilst you’re still able to see the joy that it brings. We offer a friendly, local service backed by the 
strength and security of FTSE 100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth Management. Please do get in touch for a chat.

SJP11494e V1 (11/19)SJP11494e V1 (11/19) V2 (09/20)SJP11494e V1 (11/19) V2 (09/20)
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L oc al C ri m e Report
June Report for Sedgemoor North West Area, which includes:
Berrow, Brean, Brent Knoll, East Brent, East H untspill, Eastertown, 
L ympsham, P awlett, Rooksbridge, Stretcholt, Watchfield and West H untspill.

C ri m e T y pe Rec ord ed :
J un 21

Rec ord ed :
J uly 21

Rec ord ed :
Aug 21 T rend D etai ls

Burglary  - Resi d enti al 3 6 1 - 2
Burglary  – Busi ness - - - -
D rug O f f enc es 2 - 2 -
C ri m i nal D am age 8 4 6 - 2
T hef thef thef ’s 11 9 7 - 4
P ub li c  O rd er 11 9 13 + 2
V i olenc e Agai nst P erson 28 29 5 1 + 23

AS B ( Anti - S oc i al Behav i our)AS B ( Anti - S oc i al Behav i our) Rec ord ed :
J un 21

Rec ord ed :
J uly 21

Rec ord ed :
Aug 21 T rend D etai ls

C alls to ei ther 101 or 9 9 9
c ategori sed  as som e f orm  of  
( AS B)

3 3 5 1 4 5 + 12

P C SO  7 6 7 5  Sam  P i er s

T aunton M i li tary  Wi v es C hoi r
It was a privilege to bring Taunton M ilitary Wives choir to St. M ichael’s church on 
September 11th.
Thank you to all those who came, 
those who gave raffle prizes 
including The Red Cow and 
Westcroft cider and those who 
supported us on the night and 
beforehand.
The choir was outstanding and, at 
times, the audience was moved by 
their singing, so much so, that they 
received a standing ovation and a 
good amount of money in the 
retiring collection.
Our guest singer Tim D ean, the postman, was amazing and his song ‘Take me back 
to dear old Somerset’ [ https: / / www.youtube.com/ watch? v= gGm9V aRgANo as 
performed at the P oppy F estival] was also moving.
We hope that everyone felt safe in the surroundings and enjoyed the evening as 
much as us and the choir. M i k e and  M ar gar et Sm i th

C onc ert b y  the T aunton M i li tary  Wi v es C hoi r
I am writing to congratulate all of the people involved in putting on the above event and 
also those who took part.
It was a lovely evening with good songs and music and it was a pleasure to see so many 
attending.
We certainly saw “Tim the Postman” in a different light, and enjoyed his songs.
So well done to all concerned, and thank you for all who attended the event.

G eo r ge Br o w n
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P ARI S H  H AL L  C O M M I T T E E
F O RT H C O M I N G  E V E N T S  f or y our D I ARY

9th October Bazaar, F armers’
M arket and P arish Café
19th October H arvest Supper with 
the “Stop Cocks” - C AN C E L L E D
30th October “M eet your
Neighbours” and find out what’s going 
on in Brent Knoll!

2022
26th F ebruary A BAD  P erformance
26/ 27th M arch Book F ayre
23rd April Jumble Sale

Next meetings - M onday, 11th October at 8pm in the “Jubilee Room” S F ew

Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café
The P arish H all was a busy, happy 
place as friends, stall holders and 
visitors came to September’s
Bazaar.  It was great to be back.
A big thank you to M ary and P am, 
who made brilliant cushions, etc by 
recycling the hall curtains.  Great for 
Christmas presents.  AL L  proceeds 
from sales will be for the hall.
Next Bazaar – October 9th.           V iv

C hange li v es b y  v olunteeri ng f or Re- engage
M ake a real difference to the lives of older, isolated people in your local community.
Re-engage is a charity that organises monthly, Sunday afternoon tea parties for 
people aged 75 and over who live on their own without family or friends nearby. 
We are currently recruiting for volunteer hosts and/ or drivers of all ages in the 
Burnham area and surrounding villages. This is what is involved:
D rivers:  Collecting a couple of older people, in your own car, and taking them to a 
host’s home, enjoying tea and sandwiches with them. This is needed once per month 
although commitment can be less. 
H osts:  H osting a tea party in your home for the local group, laying on a few 
sandwiches and/ or cakes. Y ou can do this once or twice a year, or more regularly if 
you are able.
If you would like to volunteer, or for more information about the groups in the 
Burnham area, please email:
Kerry P ick, Re-engage Co-ordinator, traceyharris505@ hotmail.com.
https: / / www.reengage.org.uk/

K er r y  P i c k
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O c tob er S ud ok us
V ery  E asy S ud ok u H ard er 17  C lue S ud ok u

   1    2   3    4   5    6   7    8    9

A 1 3 4 5 6
B 2 1 4
C 6 7 5
D 5 7
E 6 7 4 1 3 5
F 8 3 9
G 8
H 9 1 7 4 2
J 2 5 9 6

Some people thought that last month’s Easy sudoku was quite difficult, so this month I am 
including a very easy one so that even beginners will be able to solve it!  If you are more 
experienced, see if you can solve it in 10 minutes!  The 17 clue sudoku is harder:  it starts 
easy for the numbers 1 - 5 and 9. It then becomes more difficult as there is only one 6 and 8 
and no 7s.
L ast month, 9 persons sent in solutions. Comments were “really enjoyed these but the 17 
easy was not so easy.” They were Klaus Brenner, Christine H all, M ac H ares, F rankie and 
Geoff New, Jan P hilips, John Spiers, Ted Toon, and Jo Wright. P lease send your solutions 
to david@ flockman.com or 48, Brent Street. D av i d  F i l m er
The solutions to last month’s Sudokus are below: -

D oub le H eart S ud ok u E asy  17  C lue S ud ok u

J ust f or F un – P uns f or F un
Once you’ve seen one shopping centre, you’ve seen a mall.
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead to know basis. So nj a M o o r e

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

A 4 2
B 5 9
C 1
D 8 1 5
E 2 3
F 9 .
G 4 9 2
H 3 6
J 1

   1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9

A 9 6 1 2 7 3 4 5 8

B 7 5 4 9 6 8 2 3 1

C 2 3 8 4 1 5 9 7 6

D 1 7 3 8 5 2 6 9 4

E 5 9 6 3 4 1 8 2 7
F 8 4 2 6 9 7 5 1 3

G 4 2 5 1 3 6 7 8 9

H 3 8 9 7 2 4 1 6 5

J 6 1 7 5 88 9 3 4 2

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

A 8 2 4 1 6 7 9 3 5
B 6 7 1 5 3 9 8 4 2

C 5 9 3 4 8 2 7 1 6

D 2 3 6 8 1 4 5 9 7
E 9 4 7 2 5 3 6 8 1

F 1 5 8 7 9 6 4 2 3
G 7 1 9 6 2 8 3 5 4
H 4 8 2 3 7 5 1 6 9

J 3 6 5 9 4 1 2 7 8
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P E AC H  S li c e - J ohn S om erset
As you enter St M ichael’s Church, you cannot miss a large plaster memorial to John Somerset, 
Gent, on the south wall. It is a work that is ‘like marmite’ in that you either love it or hate it. In
the last P EACH  slice (P romoting Education Around Church H eritage) the memorial stone to 
Thomas Gilling was described. Both Thomas and John were imprisoned during the Civil War for 
allegedly inciting the villagers to rebel against the Royalist troops who had been pillaging and 
raping our villagers. They were released after a few months without charge.
There is an excellent booklet published by P eter Synge in 1980 which describes these 
gentlemen in detail.
John Somerset lived in what is now called Somerset Court (the east side of the motorway). H e
was a respected gentleman and a sheep farmer and, although he was given a limited 
commission, he was apparently no great soldier and believed to be a gentle, generous man. 
The vicar of the time came to his defence when he was in prison. John was a benefactor of the 
church and donated some of the church bells.
L ooking carefully at the family crest at the top, one can see three gold stars on a green 
background and a lion rampant:

Stars represent celestial goodness and one who is noble
L ion rampant symbolises bravery
Green signifies, abundance, joy, hope and loyalty in love.

H e had two wives who are commemorated in the plasterwork. It is suggested that the lady 
shown on the left, was his first wife, who possibly died after giving birth to his fourth child. The 
lady on the right is likely to be Joanne, his wife, to whom he wrote whilst he was in prison.
George D rayton - a notable plasterer in Somerset at the time - was probably the craftsman 
behind this work. It is likely to be made of lime plaster mixed with sand and white hair and 
finished with a lime wash before painting.
George was paid 10 guineas in 1636 for plastering the Axbridge Church ceiling, suggesting that 
the memorial may have cost the equivalent of £ 2-3000 today.

J ohn S om erset – A poem  b y  Bruc e Wi ngate.
The Brent Knoll Amateur D ramatic group (BAD ) performed a history of Brent Knoll in 2008. The 
late Bruce Wingate wrote and produced a poem about John Somerset, which is included below 
with kind permission of his wife, Sally.

J ohn S om erset b y  Bruc e Wi ngate

M y name is John Somerset - Gent
M y desire on the whole, is to breed sheep 
on the Knoll.
I have no warlike intentions,
But fate is taken out of my hand.
I have been given a commission and also a 
mission,
A civil war has broken out in these lands.
M y task is somewhat contentious.
I have to look after the village and stop rape 
and pillage,
D one by the lewd and licentious.
There are some two score soldiers now 
here.
They are stealing and raping and stealing 
without any feeling,

And they are filling the villagers with fear.
The distant village is revolting,
Their anger is as high as the Knoll
So, with pitch fork and pole they have given 
these soldiers a right jolting.
Now I am accused of rebellion.
Before I can blink, they threw me in clink
And treated me just like a helot.
It is enough to make anyone weep.
They have my permission to stuff my 
commission.
I want to get back to my sheep.
On the wall in the church is my eulogy,
M y family nicely carved in plaster - they 
could not afford alabaster
And the villagers say
“What an EFF..igy”             R o sem ar y  K eel e



Matricks Illusion
Friday 8 October
7.30pm

Twist and Shout
Sunday 17 October
7.30pm

www.mcmillantheatre.com 
01278 556677
The McMillan Theatre, Bath Road  
Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 4PZ

And Finally... 
Phil Collins
Friday 15 October, 7.30pm

California Dreamers
Saturday 9 October
7.30pm

a ‘Giant’ pantomime adventure!

FRI 17 - WED 29 DECEMBER 2021
(except 24 & 25 December)

Tickets from: £14 - £20 
Family: £56 - £68

James & Murphy Productions in association with  
The McMillan Theatre present
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“Meet your nei ghb ours” 
An open d ay  at Brent Knoll P ari sh H all,  3 0th O c tob er at 2. 3 0pm .
D uring the last couple of years, there have been quite a large number of new people coming 
to live in Brent Knoll, not only those in the new developments at Orchard Grove and Baker’s 
F ield, but also in other properties throughout the village. Others have, of course, lived here 
all their lives, or for quite extensive periods. This open day is intended to cater for all of 
these and looks to get as many as possible to meet and greet each other. Whilst the 
Coronavirus lockdown was on, that has proven to be difficult for everyone, so the P arish H all 
is creating an opportunity to do just that. 
This is intended to be a drop-in session, with no entrance fee and a good supply of tea, 
coffee and cakes available, with the sole objective of providing an opportunity for people 
who live in the village to get to know each other and get to know the social opportunities 
which are available in the village. We are hoping that most village organisations will have a 
small table (c91cm (3’) x c76cm (2’6”)) highlighting their offerings, so, if you are involved with 
one of these and would like to participate, please contact either myself, John P age (760 986) 
or Bob F ilmer (760 760).
Whilst we may have the good fortune to have a local band playing for us during the evening, 
this is essentially a session where you must not stay in a bubble with family or friends, but 
get out and say hello to as many people as possible. It is suggested that all those attending 
should wear a name badge, with first name and surname prominently displayed, so that all 
those you meet will know who you are (some tags will be available at the hall on the day). 
Individuals, couples and families are all welcome.
Brent Knoll has always had a great reputation for being a friendly village – we hope to 
maintain and even improve on that. If you can only spare half an hour, you are still 
welcome, but we aim to keep the doors open until at least 5pm and you are welcome to 
come and spend as much time as you can and meet as many people as you can.

J o hn P age on behalf of the Brent Knoll P arish H all Committee
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Postcards of Brent Knoll - 15
This month’s postcard is one 
that takes us back around a
century or more. Note that 
the road has what look more 
like cartwheel marks, rather 
than those from car tyres and 
it is still not tarred or 
concreted.  Although the 
children and adults are 
standing on one side there is 
no well-defined pavement.
Normally I show the main 
picture quite large and detail 

rather smaller. This month I have reversed that because there are a number of details in the 
enlarged portion below which are less obvious when it is ony a part of the picture.

It is obviously winter (no leaves on the trees) and the costumes, worn by all, reflect that, with 
prominent scarves and everyone has a hat or cap (the youngest child appears to be wearing a 
mortar board!).  Above the gate of the school is a light, similar to that at the entrance to the 
church and behind the central group is a barn in what was the Leonardt’s farm.  The railings 
along the frontage, with one of the spikes being held by the girl on the right, would never be 
permitted today.  In fact I recall that my sister had a nasty accident on a similar set of railings 
(though not in Brent Knoll) and inflicted a rather nasty gash in her arm. Finally, notice what I 
take to be a reminder of horses passing this way in the street. J o hn P age





Looking for that special gift? 

A local artist I make individual 
fused glass pieces to your own 
colour and specification with 
prices ranging from £10 - £80 

Sheila195424@btinternet.com 

YOUR 
ADVERT ADVERT 

HERE 
Contact -  

Bob Filmer Bob Filmer 
Telephone - 760 760 or  Telephone - 760 760 or  

bob@flockman.com 
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S tati on Road , Brent Knoll
P rogress
D ue to unforeseen delays, the target 
completion date is now October 2021. 
The majority of properties are nearing 
completion and undergoing snagging, with the 
developer working through any issues 
highlighted.  
M ark eti ng/ Alloc ati ons
The scheme at Station Road, Brent Knoll includes the following properties:
O pen M ark et - 2 x 4 bed houses; 2 x 3 bed houses; and 2 x 2 bed houses
S hared  O w nershi p - 2 x 2 bed houses 
Af f ord ab le Rent - 1 x 4 bed house; 1 x 3 bed house; 1 x 2 bed house; 2 x 2 bed 
apartments; and 2 x 1 bed apartments
All shared ownership and open market properties have now been reserved.  
The affordable rented properties are due to be advertised on H omefinder Somerset 
towards the end of September.  Any parties who have registered an interest in these 
homes with Willow Tree H ousing P artnership, will receive an email from Willow Tree prior 
to these homes being advertised for bidding on H omefinder Somerset.  F or anyone still 
wishing to register their interest, or those that would like to check they are already 
registered, please call Willow Tree H ousing P artnership on 01934 750780.  
Any interested parties should also make sure that they are already registered on 
H omefinder Somerset and that their application is up to date.  H omefinder Somerset for 
the Sedgemoor Area can be contacted on 0300 303 7800 or 
housing.advice@ sedgemoor.gov.uk.  F urther information can be found at 
https: / / www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ article/ 1581/ H omefinder-Somersetnewsletter.

N ow  w here d i d  that c om e f rom
To have a hunch, is to have an instinctive feeling about an outcome.  
This phrase may be tracked back to medieval times when it was believed that 
hunchbacks were possessed by the devil, and empowered to see into the future.
L ater in America in the early 1900s, gambling superstitions suggested that by rubbing 
the hump of a hunchback could bring good luck. R o ger  W ar d

BRE N T  KN O L L  P ARI S H  S U RG E RY
our P ari sh C lerk ,  Owen Cullwick

will be holding a P arish Surgery on
Wed nesd ay ,  O c tob er 6 th

4.00pm to 5.00pm
J ub i lee Room ,  Brent Knoll P ari sh H all

P lease use this opportunity to meet your P arish Clerk to discuss any issues
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N ature d i ary  f or O c tob er
In September a Bat Walk was organized through the P EACH  P roject. Our visiting 
expert was D ave Cottle from the Somerset Bat Group. H e gave us a talk before the 
walk, which provided an excellent overview of our current knowledge about bats.
D espite the fact that D ave had visited us a few years ago, he was able to update us 
with quite a bit of new information about bats generally, and also about our local bats.
The first thing we learned, was that bat detectors and D NA analysis have expanded 
the number of bat species that were known worldwide from 700 in 1980 to 1300 in 
2020. D NA analysis shows up the differences between species, and in the case of 
some bat species, this is up to 13% . Considering that the difference between humans 
and chimpanzees is only 2.5% , this is a big difference. Bat detectors work by 
“listening” for sounds in the ultrasound range that humans cannot hear, and 
converting these sounds to a signal that we can hear.
On our walk, we followed a simple route that starts in the Willows and goes up to the 
Church porch. Our houses in the Willows were built with slits that communicate with 
the wall cavity and serotine bats have roosted there in the Summer over at least the 
past fifteen years. At the beginning of the season, the roost consists entirely of 
female bats that become pregnant and deliver young in the early Summer. By the 
end of the Summer, we have previously counted up to a hundred females and their 
young emerging in batches of about 10 to 15 at a time. This year, the numbers 
appear to have been smaller and, when we held our bat walk, there were about 30 
bats that emerged from the roost. What we did learn from the sophisticated 
equipment that the Bat Group brought with them, was that this roost also contained 
some noctule bats, a species that we did not know was there. One difference 
between these two species, is the frequency of echolocation sounds they produce. 
Serotines echolocate at 27M hz and noctules at 20M hz.
L eaving the Willows, we walked up the hill and adjusted our bat detectors to 45M hz to 
listen out for common pipistrelles as they fly in the trees and out into the open space 
above the Willows. What is interesting here, is that we were able to record two 
species of pipistrelle this year. In the 1990s, a new species of pipistrelle was 
“discovered” which echolocates at 55Mhz. Because its sound is at a higher pitch, it 
was named a soprano pipistrelle.
To complete our bat walk, we visited the church porch and listened for bats there. 
Y ou may be aware that there are bat droppings in the porch. This year, D ave Cottle 
identified three different species by examining these droppings; pipistrelles, Natterer’s 
and lesser horseshoe bats. H e suggested that I visit the porch around 8pm to listen 
for the Natterer’s bat with detector set at 45Mhz. I did this and when I reached the 
porch the detector recorded a loud crackling sound, typical of the Natterer. When I 
shone a torch up to the ceiling, two bats were circling ready to fly out to feed.
Our visit from the Somerset Bat Group added to our knowledge of bats in Brent Knoll 
and was enjoyed by all who participated. G ed
H arv est S upper 
Unfortunately, due to the current prevalence of Covid, and the fact that the H arvest 
supper sees many people closely seated in the hall, it has been decided to cancel the 
event this year.
H opefully life will be back to normal by next year and we can again enjoy this village 
social event in the hall together. Bo b  F i l m er  &  E d d i e F u l l er
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – August 2021
After the extremes of weather in Brent Knoll during July, August was far more 
moderate – no record-breaking temperatures or gales, a little sunshine and 
below-average rainfall.
The month began quietly, with the remains of Storm Evert stuck over 
Scandinavia, but slack isobars over the UK meaning light breezes for us. 
Apart from a shower early on the 1st, it was dry with sunny intervals when the 
cloud burned off, but nights were noticeably calm and chilly with the 
thermometer dropping to single figures. The lowest temperature of the month was 
8.0C early on the 3rd. Even this quiet spell produced some exceptional weather, 
though – on 2nd August, two opposing airflows, one easterly and one from the west, 
met in the English Channel where they both turned north. This produced a 
convergence line, where two airflows are squeezed together and go the only way they 
can – upwards. This cools the air, and can cause locally heavy rainfall. On this 
occasion the result was flooding sufficient to damage road surfaces on the Isle of 
Wight. 
On the 5th, a low pressure system moved over the UK, its path blocked by high 
pressure, which had now developed to our east. This system produced a spell of 
cool, showery and blustery weather - a marked contrast to high temperatures and 
fires being experienced in Greece. This low was replaced by a brief spell of high 
pressure and sunshine on the 10th, but after that, a procession of more Atlantic lows 
meant that sunshine was in short supply. There was some warmth, though – the 
highest temperature of the month was 24.9C on the 14th, but this owed more to a 
warm southerly breeze, generated by low pressure to our west, than it did to 
sunshine.
Atlantic lows dominated until the 22nd, when a large area of high pressure developed 
to the south-west of the UK, then moved north east to cover the whole country the 
following day. This would usually be very good news in Summer, bringing the 
promise of sunshine and wall-to-wall blue skies; but not this time. The high pressure 
was centred over Scotland, resulting in a north-easterly breeze, which blew cloud in 
from the North Sea. Initially, this cloud was thinning by the time it got here, and had 
burned off by lunchtime, so we enjoyed some sunshine in the afternoons; but by the 
27th, the centre of the high had moved north-west of Scotland, which meant that the 
north-easterly breeze travelled from the North Atlantic, across the Norwegian Sea and 
down the North Sea before turning west over the UK. On its way, this air picked up a 
good deal of moisture, and, by the end of August, the cloud was too thick for the sun 
to burn off - indeed, it was thick enough to produce rain here early on the 31st. The 
result was a dull and cool end to the month in the south of the UK, while the north-
west of England and western Scotland enjoyed the sunshine.
The average temperature for August was 16.3C, about normal for the time of year, 
but rainfall was below average at 33.8mm.
The end of August means the end of Summer, and since all three months produced 
near-average temperatures (despite the July heatwave) it will be no surprise that the 
overall Summer temperature average was about normal at 16.7C. Rainfall came to 
165.4mm, on the low side thanks to a dry August. As I said last month, though, these 
unremarkable figures mask some remarkable weather here and around the world.

Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk
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Useful Village Contacts: Contact e-mail Telephone
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll Revd. Kevin Wright priest.tpots@gmail.com 760844
Parochial Church Council, Secretary, Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Administrator Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Warden Miss Frances James  760287

Mike Smith   760691 
Church Cleaners Weit Harper  760803
Church Flowers Mrs Marion Vining  760612 
Poppy Organiser Mrs Sally Wingate  760610
Brass Cleaners Miss Frances James  760287
Methodist Church, Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk 784808

Janet Southwell  760445
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers  783920 
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright, Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright, Burnham & Bridgwater 422703 
Member of Parliament James Heappey James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk  01749 343255
County Councillor Bob Filmer  Bob Filmer  Bob Filmer BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk 760760
District Councillor Bob Filmer   Filmer   Filmer bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk 760760

Andrew Gilling  andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk 01934 750580
Parish Council, Clerk Owen Cullwick clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  07917 445215

Chairman  Colin Townsend colinstownsend@me.com 760226 
Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett andreah@sentinor.com 760099
Footpath Contact  Cynthia Trivett– Cynthia Trivett– Cynthia Trivett Bill cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com  760198

Parish Hall Booking Secretary  Jenny Butters jennybutters23@gmail.com 760477
Bazaar  Eddie Fuller  eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308
Chairman  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
Secretary  Sandra Few  sjfizzard@aol.com 760451

Doctor  Doctor  Doctor Dr S L Aung   760313
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline       111
Western Power Distribution Power Cut?  105
WRVS Prescription Service  760313
Brent Knoll Primary Schary Schar ool Chris Burman office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk  760546
Brent Knoll Primary Pre-School Hayley Richens office@brentknoll.somerset.gov.uk  uk  uk 760546
Toddlers Group  Jane Hannah timothyhannah@aol.com 760629
Village Shop   760225
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)  
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor  Bob Filmer bob@flockman.com 760760

Distribution  Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308
Police PCSO 7675  Sam Piers Sam.piers@avonandsomerset.police.uk  olice.uk  olice.uk 07889 655184
Police Non-Emergency Number  Police Non-Emergency Number  Police Non-Emergency Number      101 
Rhyne Problems   Lower Axe Draining Board 789906
Village Agent  Kim Wilcox  Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk 07943 555519
National Trust Honorary Ranger Ged rary Ranger Ged rary Ranger Keele   769010
Village Societies: 
All-Sorts Community Choir Sue Toon sue.toon@btinternet.com 760753
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)  Sarah Joyce   787493
Conservative Branch  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760
Ecumenical Group  Revd. Margaret Trapp   760573
Good Companions  Mrs Ann Robson   760981 
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows Jane Sinnott jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk
Royal British Legion  Rod Southwell   760445
Short Mat Bowling Club Allan Rayner johnallanrayner@gmail.com  07833 291 334
Table Tennis Club  John Mathews  07414 868333
Tennis Club   Alison Hillyer   01934 815407
Women’s Institute  Janet Southwell   760445
Women’s Society  Julie Baker   751229
E&OE 
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CALL 01278 423 637

BRANDING & LOGOS
ILLUSTRATION & INFOGRAPHICS
EVENT GRAPHICS & BANNERS
SIGNAGE & DISPLAYS
BUSINESS STATIONERY & PRINTED MATERIALS

M E N U

CREATIVE
DISTINCTIVE
EFFECTIVE
DESIGN ALWAYS LOOKS BETTER WITH US

E SALES@BWWPRINT.CO.UK W WWW.BWWPRINT.CO.UK

Get in touch today to discuss how we can help.

Herswell Business Park | Salmon Parade | Bridgwater | TA6 5PY




