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BRENT TREE SERVICES
Proprietor
David Bateman
NCH(Arb)1994 : Tech. Cert.(Arbor.A)2011

FOR ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK
Fully Insured

19 Killarney Ave, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1NB

TEL: 01278 787187
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The Parish of Three Saints

St Christopher, Lympsham

St Michael, Brent Knoll

St Mary, East Brent

Contacts

Rector of The Benefice of Three Saints
Reverend Kevin Wright
The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ
Tel 01278 760844 or Mobile 07764 170463
e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com

Friday is the Vicar's day of rest
Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ
Tel 01278 769082
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com
Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk
Churchwardens
St Michael’s, Brent Knoll
Frances James 01278 760287
Mike Smith
01278 760691 / mjbsmith87@gmail.com
Church Treasurer – Jim Hanmer
01934 750076 / office.tpots@gmail.com
PCC Secretary – Mrs Carole Carter
01278 769082 / office.tpots@gmail.com�

Baptisms
To arrange a Baptism, contact the Rector or Church
Administrator.
Please also see Church of England website for more
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org

Weddings
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates
and times, also talk with you about the qualifying
connection you must have with the Parish and to take your
contact details.
You will then be contacted by The Rector to arrange a
mutually convenient time to meet to discuss your
commitment and requirements.
Please also see Church of England website for more
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org

Funerals
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Church
Administrator or Rector to arrange your requirements.
*******************

Visit our website –
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Facebook: TPOTS
Twitter: @TPOTS6

Public Worship and Private Prayer Date
November
1st All Saints Day
8th Remembrance
Sunday
15th
22nd Christ the King
29th Advent Sunday

33

November 2020

Live in church

Online

10am Eucharist – St Michael’s, Brent Knoll
10am – Morning Prayer including an Act of
Remembrance – St Christopher’s, Lympsham
11am Silence across the villages
10am Eucharist – St Mary’s, East Brent
10am Morning Prayer– St Michael’s, Brent
Knoll
10am Eucharist – St Christopher’s, Lympsham

Prayer and reflection
No recording
Prayer and reflection
Eucharist
No recording

All are welcome at any service.
Strict social distancing must be observed, and masks worn.
*Online worship can be accessed on YouTube
Search for “Three Saints Revd Kevin” or go to www.theparishofthreesaints.org for a link

For your safety
The church buildings are currently locked at all other times.
Please do not ask for access.
Please check at www.theparishofthreesaints.org for latest updates
Kevin Wright
NOVEMBER
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com)
Minister

Revd. Steve Bennett

At our recent church council meeting, it was decided that we will not be opening our
Chapel over the Winter season. We are very aware of safeguarding measures
regarding Covid-19 and to keep our doors and windows open during the Winter
months would not be practical (or comfortable) for our congregation.
However, we remain confident that we will be re-opening our Chapel next year. We
will, of course, keep you updated.
In the meantime, our Chapel may be closed but “Church” stays open for business, as
many of us join together in virtual worship each week and, of course, continue to hold
our village in our prayers.
In the meantime, from all of us here at Brent Knoll Methodist Church, as the clocks go
back and the nights draw in, we pray that God continues to bless you and keep you
safe.
God bless.

Rosemary Krull

Toddlers
Once again The Teddies have kindly written our article:
Most important, how are you all? We thought you might like to
know what we are getting up to especially with the changing
seasons. We enjoy watching the leaves fall from the trees outside
although sometimes it is rather cold and wet for our walks, so we
have looked out some hats, scarves and wellies to wear - hope you
wrap up warm on your walks too.
We are also doing lots of exercises indoors such as learning to skip
and trying to touch our toes! We still have our afternoon cup of tea
together but, on colder days, there are mugs of hot chocolate for
everyone.
Birthdays this month are Jack’s on 1st November and Sam’s on 23rd November. A
very Happy Birthday to you both.
We are still unable to meet but think of you often; it is just not the same without you
and one day we will be back together again.
Look after yourselves and may you and your families stay well.
The Teddies
(with some help from Jane)

Please Support our Local Businesses
Thanks to our advertisers, we are able to produce the Brent Knoll News delivered free
to your home. Many of our advertisers are having had a tough time this year because
of Covid-19. Please support our local businesses as they do so much to support us.
If you know any businesses that would like to advertise in the BKN, please ask them
to email me at bob@flockman.com, we only have a few spaces remaining.
Bob Filmer
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We never forget
you have a choice
Our new showroom at East Brent has been
designed to give customers the chance to
review our extensive product range in a
relaxed, peaceful environment. Unfortunately
we cannot open the showroom fully until
restrictions are lifted but we can offer you
the option of a virtual tour or a visit by
appointment. Please ring us for more details.
8 Mill Batch Farm, East Brent,
Near Highbridge, TA9 4JN

Tel: 01278 760616 / 01749 671431
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com
www.thekingfisherfamily.com

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

TRU-CLEAN
W I N D
W
C L E A N I N G
Domes�c & commercial windows
Conservatory roofs
Solar panels

Power washing
Gu�er / fascia / soﬃt cleaning
UPVC restora�on

Tel: 07378 194141
Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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News from the Parish Council
Virtual Meetings in October

Decisions Made by the Parish Council
Planning Matters
07/20/00019: The Erection of a mobile building on site of existing Elliott Building
(to be demolished) at Brent Knoll Church of England Primary School, Brent Knoll.
Response: To support this project on the grounds of providing more appropriate
conditions for the children at this school to replace an older structure that has
considerable problems.
07/20/00020: Erection of a single storey extension to rear (NE) Elevation at 152,
Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4BE
Response: To support this proposal on the grounds that it improves the overall
amenity of the property and is a direct replacement for an older run down structure. It
also sits on the same footprint as the structure being replaced.
Resolutions made
Dog Bin additional unit subject to siting / location.
SID Ongoing It was approved to start proceedings for fund recovery.
Fencing on the rhyne side of the village green now completed and approved for
payment.
On-going progress at Bakers Field and updates from developer and a presentation
took place from Sedgemoor affordable housing officer to update the Parish Council on
the progress that has now started. The developers are operating good practice, in
keeping the surrounding areas tidy, having due regard for local residents and, if there
are concerns, a contact person is notified in front of the site. A public event took
place on the weekend 10th October when people could discuss both affordable rental
opportunities and shared ownership for qualifying applicants. The event was run by
Willow Tree Housing.
Licensing Changes at Brent House
The Parish Council supported the proposed changes to enable the business to operate in
more of the outside space to enable it to manage local restrictions during COVID.
Meeting Times
The Parish Council next Virtual meeting on November 4th, 7pm. If anyone wishes to
join the meeting, can they please contact the clerk in advance.
A full set of minutes available on the website or by email request to the clerk.
Contact the Clerk for any Council matters
Owen J Cullwick, Tel No. 07917 445 215 clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk

Sedgemoor North West Beat Team

PCSO 7675 Sam Piers
07889 655184
Sam.piers@avonandsomers
et.police.uk
NOVEMBER

PC 2357 Tracey Jones
07889 657944
Tracey.jones@avonandsom
erset.police.uk

PCSO 8338 Steve Hemmett
07889 655212
Stephen.hemmett@avonand
somerset.police.uk
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Bishop’s letter - One more step

As a vicar, one thing I really enjoyed, even though it seemed to come
round rather quickly, was writing the letter for the parish magazine. I
know that not all parishes are able to produce a parish magazine and
some find a website is a better way to communicate with people.
However, I do still appreciate reading them when I can. So I would like
to express my thanks to all those involved in writing, editing and
producing parish magazines. They are often still an effective way to
share what we are doing in our churches and to share with others the
good news of the gospel.
Recently I was reading one which had an article by someone recalling a visit made to the
north west of the USA some 40 years ago. They spoke about the warmth of their welcome
and the joy of being invited to preach in the church. What caught my eye, was that they
remembered visiting Lake Wallowa where it is said: ‘the air is so pure and the sky so clear
that one can see the dawn of the day after tomorrow!’ What a glorious expression. Of
course, the truth is that we don’t know what the future holds, and, at the moment, things are
challenging and uncertain for all of us and indeed for the world.
One night recently when I was in hospital, unable to sleep and waiting for the dawn to break,
I found myself singing the words of ‘One More Step Along the Way I go’ which has the
chorus: ‘And it’s from the old, I travel to the new, Keep me travelling along with you’. Maybe,
as we look to the future, with the joys and challenges that it will bring, that should be our
prayer – Lord help us to travel with you wherever you may be leading.
With my warmest greetings.
Bishop Peter

Crossword

1

2

3

4

5

6

Across -

1) Dan game! (anag) (7)
4) Wild escapade (5)
7) Modern price-tag? (3,4)
8) Monstrosity (5)
9) Platform (6)
9
12) Devised (8)
15) Cooling device (8)
17) Score (6)
18) Swindle (5)
21) The _____ Job, Michael
15
Cain (7)
22) Magic formula (5)
23) Carol
_____
TV
18
presenter (7)
Down 1) Home part (anag) (8)
2) Middle
eastern
language (6)
3) French
fashion 22
designer (4)
4) Music symbol (4)
5) Allspice (7)
6) Rugby formation (4)
10) Laughter (6)
11) Chris _____, US tennis star (5)
13) Keith Barron TV sitcom (4,4)
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11

12

13

14
16
17
19

20

21

23

14) Unfavourable (7)
16) Minor point (6)
18) Vehicles (4)
19) Cash register (4)
20) Overtake (4)

Roy Ainsworth
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ROSEMARY’S FLORIST
Family-owned Local Qualified Florist

Friendly, Personalised Service
Arrangements, Bouquets & Gifts
Weddings • Funerals • All Special Occasions
Same Day Local & Nationwide Deliveries
Interflora Member

Tel: 01278 784446

www.rosemarysflorist.co.uk

5 Regent Street, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 1AX
Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

FRI 18 - TUE 29 DECEMBER 2020

We are excited to be open for theatre users again and are looking forward
to welcoming you. We are monitoring and following government advice and
have prepared the Theatre accordingly. With all the uncertainty surrounding
pantomimes this winter we are pleased to announce that our production of
‘Aladdin’ will definitely be going ahead!

will be live streamed so you can enjoy
the magic of a live pantomime from
the comfort of your own home.
Sunday 19 Dec, 3.30pm
Wednesday 23 Dec, 6.30pm
Saturday 26 Dec, 2pm
Monday 28 Dec, 2pm

Virtual Tickets available from
https://mcmillantheatre.native.fm/

HYBRID

This year’s pantomime has been
slightly shortened to approximately
90 minutes with no interval and seated
in socially distanced bubbles that place
empty seats in front, behind and to
the sides of each family who book.
A selection of our performances

HYBRID SCREENING

(except 24 & 25 December)

Tickets: £18 / Conc. £17 / Under 16 £15
Family £60 / Virtual £15

Three Tenors:
Voices For Eternity

Sunday 1 November, 3pm
Fleetwood Bac Presents

The Mac Are Bac
Friday 20 November
7.30pm

A BEAUTIFUL Evening

with Daisy Wood Davis and special guests

Thursday 26 November
7.30pm

HYBRID EVENTS: Socially distant seating is available or watch from
your own device wherever you like, by purchasing a virtual pass.

www.mcmillantheatre.com
01278 556677
The McMillan Theatre, Bath Road
Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 4PZ

ALL YOUR
UNDERGROUND TANKS AND DRAINAGE
PRODUCTS
Septic Tanks
Pumping Station
Sewage Treatment Plants
Cesspools
Rainwater Recycling Units
OTHER SERVICES
Free Consultation
Tank and Drainage Installation
Servicing and Breakdown on
Pumping Stations, Treatment Systems etc.
Bespoke Tanks Designed and Manufactured
Exemption/Discharge Obtained
After Sales Support

Tel: 01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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Roof work at St Michael’s Church has now finished…

As most people will be aware, work started at the end of July to lay new lead on the
north aisle roof of St Michael's Church. The lead covering of this roof was stolen last
August and the last year has been spent raising funds for the work. The roof protects
a unique carved medieval ceiling. As work started, there was a change in plan for the
way that the lead would be laid. The gutter has been raised, which has improved its
drainage capacity. However, in doing this, the angle of the roof slope would have
been reduced to the extent that the roof would have been liable to “back leakage”
through the process of capillary action. To correct this, a step has been introduced
and the roof is now on two levels.
This work would not have been possible without the support of those who provided
funds for the Save Our Special Ceiling appeal last year. We are also very grateful
for the support of the National Lottery Heritage Fund, which has supplied a grant
covering half the cost of the work. Further funding has come from:
•
Nuttall Trust - our local charity,
•
Garfield Weston Foundation - a family run charitable trust
•
Wolfson Foundation - awarded in association with ChurchCare
•
Somerset Churches Trust – which supports work on buildings in the historic
county of Somerset.
West Country Tiling Co of Frome did the roof work.
Unfortunately our joy at completing this project has to be set against the problems
that the Church faces as a result of the Covid-19 outbreak. The onset of lockdown
came before Easter when we should have started our fundraising activities for the
year. The Military Wives Choir was due to give a concert in May and we would have
had the Fête and August teas. So our income from fundraising this year has been
very limited, and this income is required to support the cost of day to day running of
the church.
We are going to do our best to run a Covid compliant event to replace our usual
Christmas event this year on Saturday December 5th. Please support this.
Ged

Local Crime Report

October Report for Sedgemoor North West Area which includes:
Lympsham, Eastertown, East Brent, Brent Knoll, Rooksbridge, Watchfield,
East Huntspill, West Huntspill, Stretcholt, Pawlett, Berrow and Brean.
Crime Type
Recorded:
Recorded:
Trend
Aug 20
Sept 20
Burglary - Residential
5
-5
Burglary – Business
Drug Offences
1
-1
Criminal Damage
8
5
-3
Theft’s
5
10
+5
Public Order
10
6
-4
Violence Against Person
30
28
-2
Recorded:
Recorded:
ASB (Anti-Social Behaviour)
Trend
Aug 20
Sept 20
Calls to either 101 or 999
categorised as some form of (ASB)

9

35

Details

Details

+26
PCSO 7675 Sam Piers
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R. MILLARD
 SON
PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service
Private Chapel of Rest

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA
Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged
Memorials Supplied

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

CHIMNEY
SWEEP
ROB HEMBROW
01934 732998
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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November

This is always the time to remember both domestic and wild
animals that probably get very upset by the noise of
fireworks so, as long as we are careful, it should still be a
time to enjoy. Do remember, if you are having a bonfire, to
check that hedgehogs haven’t decided to move in. It’s best
to move the bonfire to a site alongside on the day you hope
to enjoy the celebration. Having seen hedgehogs brought in
with severe burns, we tend to be very aware of this problem.
We have had a young otter brought into us, found on the side of
the road. It was only about eight weeks old. He soon took some
milk and also enjoyed some small fish. We usually check other
centres to see if they have a single orphan otter cub. We don’t like
to keep them on their own, but the next day, we were told of
another otter cub less than half a mile away, so we were sure that
we have the sibling. They are both doing really well.
If you are passing Secret World, you will see that already we are
having to get the site ready for the new build. We’re not sure if we
have enough to build Phase 2, which is the wildlife unit, but Phase 1 for the offices,
assessment room and orphan room is definitely happening. We will try and continue
accepting casualties on the same basis, but we may have to restrict some animals
depending on what facilities we have available to us during the time that the work
continues.
We shall carry on as an ‘essential service’ making sure that we work safely and
responsibly, so please continue to contact us if you need any advice or have a wildlife
casualty. We will always do as much as we can. Tel number: 01278 783250.
Pauline Kidner, Founder of Secret World Wildlife Rescue

Update on Poppy Appeal

Poppies will be available in all the usual venues in the village with a few
of the dated pins.
If you wish, you can give to the poppy appeal online (Royal British
Legion poppy appeal 2020).
Or if you prefer, you can give me a cheque made out “Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal”. “Me” is Sally Wingate, 167, Brent Street and I will forward them on to head
office.
Please be generous, this year the monies raised will obviously be very considerably
lower due to Covid-19.
Sally Wingate, Poppy Organiser

Mobile Library

The Mobile Library vehicle will unfortunately not be visiting
Brent Knoll in November, it is hoped to restart normal
service again soon.

Front Cover Photos -

Thanks to Ged Keele for the pictures of the Church Roof repairs.
NOVEMBER
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For twenty years (or more), the Good Companions have been celebrating with a
Christmas Lunch at the Beachcombers Restaurant, but alas, not this year. Covid-19
has beaten us.
We are hoping to mark the festive season in some other way, but not with more than
six people gathered together as is the current regulation. A reduced committee
meeting will be held shortly to try and plan the way ahead, in the meantime may we
take this opportunity to wish all of our members a Happy Christmas and a Safe and
Healthy New Year.
Dates for forthcoming meetings, we still cannot say! There are currently no plans for
any membership meetings but further information will be disseminated as and when it
is available. During this hiatus, you can still contact Karen Russell on 01278 769382
or Ann Robson on 01278 760981.
CGR

WI Craft Group

Although we are unable to meet, our members and others continue to knit hats and
scarves for Seafarers as well as blankets for both premature babies and adults with
dementia, for which they and us are grateful.
We hope it won’t be too long until we can meet again and not only show or explain
what crafting we’ve done, but also explain how it’s helped us to keep busy during this
strange time. If anyone is having itchy fingers and would like to knit for a worthwhile
cause, please contact me and I should be able to help with patterns, wool etc.
Margaret Smith 01278 760691

Women’s Society

So very sorry we still cannot meet, but so good to be in touch by telephone: thank you
to everyone who has rung, good to have news from you. Thankfully the libraries are
open again but we did appreciate the loan of books from friends.
We trust that you will all stay safe and please let us know if there is anything we can
do to help if you are not well. Regards to you all.
Ann and Julie

Pastoral Care Groups

Although the groups can’t meet physically, we’ve been keeping an eye on our
members through phone calls, emails etc.
The Alzheimer and Dementia Carer group has been meeting fortnightly on a Monday
afternoon through Zoom. If anyone is interested in joining them, please phone Carla
Searle on 01278 760041 or email geoffreysl@aol.com.
Mrs Kim Wilcox the village agent, also attends the meetings.
The Parish of Three Saints Pastoral Care team have also been busy keeping an eye
on people in the community, phoning, getting shopping, dog walking, prayer requests
and volunteering to deliver newspapers etc. As well as doing training courses on
zoom.
Parents of those recently baptised in our parish have also been emailed to say that
we are thinking of them and given links to online services, contact details etc.
If there is anyone who would value a chat, please contact Anthony on 07701 081077
or email lpacare.tpots@gmail.co.uk.
Margaret Smith, 01278 760691
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Misted Up Double Glazed
Unit Replacement
Broken Glass Repairs
New Work
Mirrors
Telephone

07539 291804
TELEPHONE 01278 794510
MOBILE

EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk

Azure
Plumbing And Heating

07446 433 149
azurepandh@gmail.com

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

Your Local Funeral Services
Burnham Funeral Services

Richard Marsh Funeral Services

Burnham

Highbridge

01278 588 117

01278 588 216

www.burnhamfuneralservicesltd.co.uk

www.richardmarshfuneralservices.co.uk

97 Oxford Street, TA8 1EW

98 Church Street, TA9 3HR

We are here to help 24 hours a day

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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Brent Knoll House Histories

European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 47

Last month I said that closer inspection of things such as the thickness of the walls in Park
Farm would help to define its age. With the kind help of Bernice and Ellis Davies, I received
an invitation to do just that from John Morton, the current owner, and have also been told by
Jonathan Rees, the incoming owner, that I can check on other things should the need arise.
This has been most helpful and has already led to some interesting thoughts about the
origins of the house. My grateful thanks to all of them.
As there was a plan on the estate agents web site, I have been able to easily checkout the
layout of the building as it is today. That plan did not highlight the width of the walls,
showing a uniform width for them all, but I have now been able to do some personal
checking which has led
to
the
following
suggestions.
Here is the ground
floor layout, with the
front door leading into
the area shown as the
hall, which gives direct
access to all of the
rooms on the ground
floor except for those
in the top left hand
corner.

Kitchen/Breakfast Room

However, that front
door is in an area which is almost certainly an add-on to the original house. There would
have been no kitchen/breakfast room, toilet or utility room in the original house. Internal
toilets were very unusual until the twentieth century and, in many cases, the post-war
period. Even quite large houses had external toilets well into the nineteenth century and
kitchens are also a later feature. Most cooking was originally done within the main fireplace
of earlier houses.

Sitting
Room

Dining
Room

Living
Room

So what would the
house look like if that
were
extension
removed?

As the modern front
door has been taken
away and the wall into
which
it
extends
removed, the first
thing that becomes
obvious is that the passage containing an entrance hall, stairs, cupboard and pantry now
becomes a central feature.
Continued on page 20
NOVEMBER
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued
Most houses, prior to the eighteenth century, had a traditional pattern, which incorporated a
cross-passage with a single room on one side and either a single or double room on the other
side.
Removing everything from the passage clearly shows that this was a cross passage style
house, with a door at both ends of the passage, and consequently almost certainly at least
seventeenth century and potentially even older.
However, there are still a few anomalies. When I inspected the walls on the top side of the
plan, I noticed that the wall in the Living Room was not as thick as the walls in the Dining
Room and Sitting Room. They both had walls about two-foot thick, which, as I said last
month, strongly suggests a seventeenth century building. So why is the wall in the Living
Room not as thick? That is where the fireplaces can give a clue. Traditionally, houses prior to
the late fifteenth or the sixteenth century, had no fireplaces, except for palaces, castles and
similar aristocratic properties. A fire would be lit on a stone base in the centre of the hall
(then implying the main room of the house) and, as there would be quite a lot of smoke
circulating from it, the house would have no upstairs, though it was almost as tall as a twostorey house. This allowed the smoke to rise, keep out of the occupants eyes and filter out
through the thatched roof. The earliest domestic fireplaces were traditionally built adjacent
to the cross passage of the house, which clearly is not the case here, so it is unlikley that the
property is from the sixteenth century.
By the seventeenth century fireplaces had moved to the gable ends of the house and there
was normally one at each end. Although that is also not true any more in Park Farm, it is
likely that the one on the external wall of the Sitting Room has been removed, possibly when
the room was divided and the Laundry/Boot Room added. A smaller modern fireplace was
then insterted. At the other end of the house, there are two fireplaces, one in the Dining
Room and one in the Living Room, which you would not expect in a true seventeenth century
style. This leads me to believe that the
house was originally a two roomed house,
Cupboard
which was later extended. That would
explain the difference in the thickness of
Sitting
Dining
the walls and why there is a substantial
Room
Room
fireplace in the Dining Room. Another
feature of seventeenth century buildings
was the fact that it had now become
common to have upstairs rooms, as there
was no longer a smoke problem after
fireplaces had become normal. Those upstairs rooms would be accessed by a stairway and
this was normally built beside the fireplace, as can be seen in the Living Room. Notably,
however, there is a cupboard in the Dining Room, which may well have been the original
stairway, closed in when an extension was built with a new stair beside its fireplace.
This month, I have no space left for photographs to illustrate what I have been suggesting,
nor for a few more indicators of what has changed over the years. They will be included in
next month’s edition.
John Page (myrtle.bk@gmail.com)
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PAUL DIXON
Carpenter & Joiner
Builder
Extensions
Loft Conversions
Conservatories
Porches Timber/uPVC
Windows/Doors
Staircase
Fitted Furniture

Free Advice and Estimates

Tel: 01278 760521
‘Apple Down’, 76 Brent Street, Brent Knoll,
Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

JA Ross Electrical
Services Ltd

Domestic • Commercial • Industrial • Agricultural
All Works Fully Guaranteed, Insured and Certified

Email: jaross2@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01278 760049

Mob: 07850 000406
Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

AUTOMANIA

GARAGE SE RVIC E S
CAR &
VAN HIRE

DAY OR
WEEKLY RATES

MOT TESTING
VEHICLE
SERVICING
& REPAIR

01278 784792

30 Berrow Road, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 2EX
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Brent Knoll Community Shop
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October saw Brent Knoll Community Shop confirm that we are to remain open until at
least the New Year. We have been able to steadily increase our range of stock and
customers have been enjoying both our good prices and our mix of local products and
household essentials. Once again, we would like to thank all our customers for their
loyalty and support. The shop really will only stay open if people use it.
In the last month, we have enjoyed introducing our Rose Farm local jams and chutneys
range. This included a ‘taster day’ on 17th October and a raffle for a selection of gift
packs. This, together with Miles’ tea and coffee, Thorners pies and quiches, Barbers
cheddar, Matthews Cotswold flour, locally-baked Brent Knoll sourdoughs (Friday and
Saturday) and a wide selection of home-produced fruit and vegetables shows that the
shop is proud to support local producers as well as stock a wide range of quality food
and household items. We are extremely grateful to all those villagers who have donated
to our fresh fruit and vegetable range.
We have also been able to confirm that, on weekdays, our team of volunteers are now
opening at 8.30am in order to catch school and other morning traffic. Need that pint of
milk after dropping the kids to school? Or that emergency piece of fruit for the lunchbox?
Brent Knoll Community Shop exists because of the time that our volunteers give. This is
a great time to volunteer in the local community and we are always happy to receive
newcomers to our team. If this interests you, we would love to hear from you. Our
Volunteer Co-ordinator can be contacted through scanlonjamie@hotmail.co.uk or via our
Facebook or NextDoor pages.
Our ‘design-a-logo’ competition is in its final stages of being prepared. We had some
great entries and the vote was very close. Congratulations to Susan Hitchens for being
selected as the winner by our customers. We hope that more details will follow very
soon.
As 2021 approaches, we are hopeful that we will soon be able to have more specific
news about the shop’s future and the ambition of re-instating the Post Office. Thank you
again for your continued custom and we hope to bring you exciting news in the months
ahead.
Jim Gillard

What is the “200+ Club”?

This is a brief explanation of the “200+ Club” for those who are not currently members.
Members purchase one or more “Numbers” for £ 12 each. All Numbers are entered into
12 monthly draws with prizes of £20 and £12, plus two special prizes, one in June of £60
and one in December of £120.
If more than 100 numbers are purchased, the number of prizes is increased to keep the
prize money and the chance of winning roughly in proportion. The draws are made at
Village Events and winners are published in the Brent Knoll News. Winnings are paid by
cheque.
If you would like to join the “200+ Club” with a chance to win a prize and to support the
Parish Hall at the same time, please see the article and application form in this issue of
the Brent Knoll News.
Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator

A Huge Thank You to my lovely family, neighbours and friends for their
ongoing support in so many ways to Mac and myself since I fell and
sustained a broken hip.
I also thank everyone involved with the brilliant care I received in
Weston General Hospital.
Viv H
NOVEMBER
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“200+ Club” October and November Draws

The October and November draws were made by Bob Filmer, witnessed by Parish
Hall Committee members on Zoom following the October Parish Hall Meeting. The
winning numbers were:October
First Prize
Second Prize
Third Prize
Fourth Prize
Fifth Prize
Sixth Prize
Seventh Prize
Eighth Prize
November
First Prize
Second Prize
Third Prize
Fourth Prize
Fifth Prize
Sixth Prize
Seventh Prize
Eighth Prize

No.
80
320
51
135
286
129
190
126
No.
159
315
245
01
40
165
287
18

Prize
£ 20
£ 20
£ 16
£ 12
£ 12
£ 10
£ 8
£ 6
Prize
£ 20
£ 20
£ 16
£ 12
£ 12
£ 10
£ 8
£ 6

Name
Mrs J.E. Fox
Cllr E. Scott
Mr M. Hares
Mrs E. Aitken
Mr & Mrs M. Smith
Mr D.R. Wootton
Miss P. Eweinoh
Mr M. Hares
Name

Mr & Mrs J.W. Carlin (Donate)

Mrs L. Berry
Anonymous (Donate)
Mr R.D. Filmer
Ms J.A. Butters
Mrs L.J. Brafield
Mr & Mrs M. Smith
Mrs M. Osborn

Church Lane
Moorland Road
Burton Row
Brent Street
South Brent Close
Harp Road
Crooked Lane
Burton Row

Brent Knoll
Axbridge
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll

Brent Street
Brent Street

Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll

Brent Street
Burton Row
Brent Street
South Brent Close
Brent Street

Thank you to everyone who has supported the Parish Hall by joining the 200+ Club.
This will help make sure that our Parish Hall continues to meet the needs of our local
community and remains at it’s heart.
Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator

Burnham & Highbridge Choral Society

The Burnham and Highbridge Choral Society (BHCS) is a friendly, nonauditioned choir based in Burnham-on-Sea in Somerset, and currently has
50 - 60 members with differing levels of musical ability and experience. We
rehearse on Thursday evenings from 7.30pm to 9.30pm at the Burnham
Methodist Church Hall in College Street. Traditionally there have been two
performances each year, one in December, usually held in the town’s Catholic church,
and the other in March/April usually held in St Andrew’s Church. The Spring Concert
usually features an orchestral ensemble and guest soloists. In the Summer term, a few
of us get together to have an informal Summer Sing. Occasional requests to perform at
local events are considered by the Committee. The choir works with a professional
accompanist for rehearsals and performances and has generally performed a repertoire
of sacred, secular, classical, and stage music.
New members are very welcome.
During the Covid-19 restrictions, we are unable to meet in person at the moment.
Instead, we are holding virtual rehearsals on line every Thursday evening at 7.30pm
lasting for an hour. These are fun events, still with our professional Musical Director and
live accompanist.
If you would like to join us on Thursday evenings, you would be most welcome. You can
get further details from our secretary at jane.lee36@btinternet.com or on 01278 783511.
Julie Skinner

Ecumenical Worship at Brent Knoll Methodist Church
No meetings until further notice due to Coronavirus.
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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To us the law is personal.
Personal to you, our client.
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This commitment to quality service is why we are one
of the leading firms in Weston and attract work from
local and national clients.

ex Leg
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se

Working to your individual requirements is the
difference between getting the job done and getting
the result you want.

Understanding
your needs

Please speak with your local contact Tim Hannah.

01934 623 501
www.powellslaw.com
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GARMENT REPAIR
& ALTERATIONS
Sewing & Stitching
Zip Replacement
Dress Shortening
Hem Adjusting
CALL: KATHARINE

M: 07752
H: 01278

446007
789668

WE WILL COLLECT
& DELIVER
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Dear Friends,
Do you know anyone who suffers mental illness? The answer is a
guaranteed “yes”, even more so in these exceptional covid-19 charged
time, whether they show it or not, and whether you know it or not. It
may be anxiety, depression, or an even more serious conditions that
impacts on their lifestyle. About one in four people in this country is
affected by some form of mental illness during a year - so we all know
someone.
Because of the stigma attached to mental illness and the legacy of much casual language
about it, many sufferers just cope in silence - they don’t and won’t talk about or show what is
going on in their heads and in their lives. They function like anyone else, hold down often
powerful, responsible jobs (e.g. Winston Churchill), they may often smile and say they are
fine in public. However, all this comes at a huge personal cost of fatigue, inner turmoil and
sometimes difficulty with relationships. The daily struggle can result in serious breakdown
and sometimes, sadly, self-harm or suicide.
If somebody has an obvious physical disability, even temporary, for example a broken leg,
we all make allowances and sympathise. They may take longer to do something; they may
need to rest more because of the effort involved in getting around; they may need help to
carry out some tasks; they may have to miss out on some social activities. We don’t
exacerbate the situation by taking away their crutches or by kicking the leg that is broken.
They will seek help and follow a course of treatment. Some physical disabilities are only
short-lived, some are life-long.
Mental illness is absolutely no different, except it is usually invisible. It is not a weakness or
cry for help, any more that getting a bout of the ‘flu is. It doesn’t have an instant fix any more
than does a broken leg.
Those who suffer have a real, day by day battle to function in a world that demands so much
of them to smile and to conform, to put on a brave face and be sociable. They often live in
fear that revealing their struggle will be interpreted as an inability to take responsibility,
resulting in reduced prospects, and that it may damage personal relationships, because of
prejudice or fear. If they do speak out, many well-meaning friends, not knowing how to
respond, may suggest easy ways to “snap out of it”, emphasising the existing feelings of
inadequacy.
People have campaigned for years for equality of access for the physically disabled and on
gender issues. We are getting somewhere slowly. But there is a very long way to go for
mental health equality. We do not seem to show the same understanding as for physical
ailments when someone, through a mental health crisis, must have a day off from work, is
late or fails to keep an appointment, has to leave a meeting or party early because they are
fatigued, or behaves irrationally. Mental illness is as real as any physical problem.
If you suspect someone has mental health issues, perhaps they are unusually tetchy,
compulsive or withdrawn, gently ask how they are and be prepared to listen nonjudgmentally. Be there for them, and, above all, do not give advice or pressure them to
conform. They may need to be encouraged to seek good professional help to find their road
to well-being. Their illness may be acute, and it may be chronic and life-long. The way may
be rough and demanding. Walk with them, unconditionally, on that journey, reassuring them
and supporting any self-help strategies they may have. Simply be there for them.
If you are the one suffering, please don’t be afraid to ask for help.
For further information see organisations such as Mind, Rethink and more on the
internet.
Revd Kevin Wright, Rector, The Parish of Three Saints
NOVEMBER
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St. Michael’s
Christmas Fair Trail

Save the date !
Saturday December 5th 10.30am – 1.30pm

at Garden locations near the Brent Knoll Parish Hall
 Craft tables
 Hot drinks
 Cake stall
 Takeaway soup and filled rolls
 Covid rules will be followed
Us and Them?

Following the Roman Centurion poem in the October issue, about seeing our lives
objectively, I put forward another by Rudyard Kipling who had many dealings with
people of other nations. In the poem’s simple appeal, he explains so succinctly the
differences and similarities of people of other nations with ourselves. In other words,
he is saying do we really see ourselves as others see us? I have quoted two of the
five verses:
It is called ‘We and They’.
Father, Mother and Me, Sister and Auntie say
All people like us are We, And everyone else is They.
And they live over the sea, While We live over the way,
But- Would you believe it?- They look upon We
As only a sort of They!
And all good people agree, And all good people say,
All nice people like us are We, And everyone else is They:
But if you cross over the sea, instead of over the way,
You may end by (think of it!) looking on WE
As only a sort of They!
BDF

Just for Fun – from Church Newsletters
Place your donation in the envelope, along with the deceased person you want
remembered.
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious
hostility.
Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5.00pm – prayer and medication to follow.
Foreign Correspondent
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Carpets, Vinyls, Luxury Vinyl Tiles,
Woods and Laminates
• Free, no obligation quote and measure service
• Offering you value for money
• A local professional company
• Quality friendly service
• Domestic and commercial work undertaken

Adam Cahill

Carpet & Flooring

info@cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
www.cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
Advanced Karndean Installation Certificate.
CSCS Certified.

01278 782392 | 07919 575253 | 07525 645170

Check out our
independent
reviews
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY
2nd Saturday

Next meeting –

Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café
Postponed until further notice
Monday, 9th November at 8pm online via Zoom!

Closed shops and postponed events lead to renewed need to support
your hospice.

S Few

Weston Hospicecare is launching a new community fundraising initiative after income
is damaged due to the coronavirus pandemic.
It’s purpose? To generate vital funds to support world class care delivered in the Weston-superMare, North Somerset and Sedgemoor communities to people with life-limiting or terminal
illnesses.
Your hospice ensures the services are completely free of charge to the patients and their
families and provide relief of pain and suffering at the most difficult time of life.
Each year, your hospice supports 2,000 people who are suffering at a cost of £7.64 every
minute.
It’s why the charity needs your help with a brand new, fun-filled and super-easy way to get
involved with community fundraising initiative.
#FromMyHeartToMyHospice is designed to galvanise the incredible support of the Weston,
North Somerset and Sedgemoor communities with a new focus every three months.
Fundraisers who raise funds and donate, or make a donation instead, will receive a blue heart
badge reminiscent of the #FromMyHeartToMyHospice logo as a symbol to show they are
supporting the movement.
In addition, supporters of the campaign will be invited to an inclusive Facebook group where
tips, tricks and fundraising tales can be shared.
To kick things off, the hospice is asking you to ‘get your bake on’ and ‘raise some dough’ for the
first fundraiser. It will run from Monday 5 October until Christmas 2020.
From breads, cakes and biscuits, you will be tasked with making your best bakes throughout the
first quarter to raise money for your hospice.
The idea is to sell your brilliant bakes and encourage friends, family and colleagues to give as
generously as they can.
Community Fundraising Manager, Sue Kingman, says “Supporting your local hospice is critical,
particularly during these extremely tough times.
Like everyone, the hospice has taken a huge financial hit with many fundraising events being
cancelled and shops being closed for business.
It means that as a community, whether you’re from Weston, Clevedon, Yatton, Congresbury,
Cheddar, Wedmore or Burnham-on-Sea, we need to get our bake on and have some fun!
Of course if you are not a big fan of Paul Hollywood or Mary Berry, we would love you to come
up with fundraising ideas of your own to support the initiative.
The hospice cares for 2,000 people every year across our local area with life-limiting or terminal
illnesses. They also relieve extreme pain and suffering so the service is crucial.
Your hospice depends on incredible supporters, like you, to fund this vital care given to those
who need it most.”
The #FromMyHeartToMyHospice campaign kicks off on Monday 5 October, so make sure you
get ready to get your bake on to raise some ‘dough’ for your hospice!
Participants will be invited to join an exclusive fundraising community group attached to the
Weston Hospicecare Facebook page to exchange tips, socialise and to take part in frequent
baking challenges.
To support our campaign, visit Weston Hospicecare’s Facebook page, join the
#FromMyHeartToMyHospice group and start fundraising for your hospice.
For more information about the campaign, please visit https://bit.ly/36nGRBV.
Harry Cardno
NOVEMBER
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“200+ CLUB” – 2021

There is now only one draw left in 2020, the CRACKING CHRISTMAS DRAW, which will take
place in December. There will be 18 prizes - totalling £476!!.
In the 2020 “200+ Club” we had 223 members, holding 344 numbers. Of the £4,128 income
received, by the end of the year £1,768 will have been paid out in prize money and £2,340 will
have gone to the Parish Hall, (the balance of £20, is the cost of the licence for running the 200+
Club). As we had over 100 numbers, we were able to give extra £20, £16, £12, £10, £8 and £6
prizes each month and extra prizes at the June and Christmas draws. The More Members the
Merrier for ALL!!. In the last 23 years the “200+ Club” has raised over £46,000. The profits
from this year’s 200+ group went towards the acoustic ceiling in the Main Hall and replacing the
chairs in the Main Hall.
We would like to run the “200+ Club” again in 2021 to help us to continue to maintain and
improve the Parish Hall. With the Covid-19 situation, the 200+ club is currently our only means
of fundraising. We hope that we can count on your support. Anyone aged over 16 years can be
a member of the 2021 “200+ Club”. Don’t forget, your relatives and friends can join (they don’t
even have to live in the village). As well as locals, we have members from America, Australia,
Axbridge, Bristol, Burnham, Combwich, East Brent, Kent, Scotland, Taunton, Watchet, Yorkshire
and even Rooksbridge! Your chances of winning are much better than the Lotto!
Below is an application form for next year’s membership. I would be most grateful if you could
complete and return it to me, together with your subscription, as soon as possible, either via the
Village Shop or directly. In December, I shall write to all those who join, giving details of their
allocated number(s) and the date of the first draw in 2021!!!!.
Thank you for your support and Good Luck!!
Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator
NOTE - Cheques will NOT be cashed until after 1/1/2021

WIN UP TO £120!!

Monthly draws entitle winners to prizes including:
st

1 Prize £ 20 + others including £ 12

In addition, two annual draws entitle winners to EXTRA prizes including:

Summer Draw
st

Christmas Draw

1 Prize - £ 60 1st Prize - £ 120

The more numbers issued, the more prizes, keeping the chances of winning just as high. In 2020
we will have paid out 113 prizes totalling £ 1,768!!
Numbers will be allocated at a cost of £ 12 per year (£1 per month)
ALL PROFITS TO BRENT KNOLL PARISH HALL

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Complete below and return with your payment of £ 12 per entry to: Bob Filmer, Wascelyn, 48,
Brent Street, Brent Knoll or the Brent Knoll Village Shop.
You can apply for 1 or more numbers. Why not get your friends and family to have a go and
support your LOCAL Parish Hall at the same time.
Your Name Mr/Mrs/Ms ……………………………………………………………
Address
…………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone …………………………………………………………………………

Yes, I would like to buy …… number(s) in Brent Knoll Parish Hall “200+ Club”
Please enclose cash or cheque for £ 12 per “200+ Club” number.
Cheques payable to “Brent Knoll Parish Hall”.
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G B Building & Maintenance
Conservation Builder
Historic, Listed and Traditional Methods
Lime Plastering; Stonework; Cob Walls
Lime Wash Paints; Brickwork

Telephone: Mr Gary Broom on
07776032289 or 01823283212
Listed Heritage Member

Mike Brookes
Tel: 07760 880552
The

info@chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk
www.chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk

Chimney
Cleaning

Company
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Your October Sudokus

Easy 22 Clue Sudoku
1

2

3

4

5

A

8

B
C

2

D
E

6

6

5
3 2
8 5 9

I

7

3 2
9

Tough 17 Clue Sudoku

1

9

3

2

4

9 2

A

4
2 6
1
6

B

3

3
5

E
F

4

G

6

7

8

9

6

9
1

3

2

H

1

I

5

.
1 5
8
4
7 6

D

G

9
1 6

8

C

F

H

7

The two Sudokus this month are an Easy 22 Clue one and a tough 17 clue one: so I have
given a clue to get you started on that one. There are three 1s and you can fill in another
four quickly. There are nine hidden singles, which means that only one number can go
there, as all the others are in that box, row or column. Comments were “especially enjoyed
the second one - lots of pairs along the way!” – “Thank you for these slightly more
challenging Sudokus. We really enjoyed them.”
Last month 12 persons sent in correct solutions. They were from Klaus Brenner, Pauline
Chadwick, Christine Hall, Mac Hares, John Harper, Liz Ibrahim, Chris Marsh, Frankie and
Geoff New, John Spiers, Ted Toon and Jo Wright.
Please send entries in to david@flockman.com or to 48 Brent Street.
David Filmer
The solutions to last month’s Sudokus are below:-

Saturn with rings and 2 moons
1

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

2
7
3

5 8 6 7 3
9 1 4 3 5
8 2 5 9 4

9
8
6

1
2
7

7 4 6 3 9 8 1 2 5
2 9 1 6 7 5 8 4 3
8 5 3 8 1 2 6 7 9

Paraprosdokians

1

9

5 6 2 7 3 4 9 1 8
3 8 4 9 2 1 7 5 6
9 1 7 5 8 6 2 3 4
4
6
1

Jupiter with Red Spot and 4 moons
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

Just

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

9 5 4 2 6 8 3 1 7
2 8 1 7 4 3 9 5 6
3 7 6 5 9 1 2 4 8
7
1
6

4
3
9

2 6 3 9 5
8 4 7 5 6
5 8 1 2 4

8
9
7

1
2
3

5 6 7 3 8 4 1 2 9
8 2 9 1 5 6 7 3 4
4 1 3 9 2 7 8 6 5

for

Fun

–

To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the target.
Mary Wridgway
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Lympsham Gardening Club
As the conditions in the country are still somewhat uncertain due to Covid-19, the
Garden Club has regretfully decided to cancel all meetings for the rest of this year.
Mariette Denison

Willow Tree Housing

The Bakers Field development in Station Road has now got under way and it is
hoped that the Summer of 2021 should see some homes being occupied. This
development will focus strongly on affordable rented homes together with Shared
Ownership homes. There will also be some open market housing that will complete
the development.
There has recently been a marketing event to allow qualifying applicants who have
local connections and who meet the criteria, to discuss the options available. 10
parties attended the event on 10th October and anybody wishing to discuss the
opportunities and who would like to be considered for the two bed shared ownership
property, can get in touch with West Coast Estate agents in Burnham on Sea
Telephone No 01278 784884.
Owen Cullwick, Clerk

The Benefits of Retirement?

After many years of toiling
What a joy to be still alive
Now at last I’ve earned my pension
I’ve reached the age of sixty-five.
Filled the forms and done the questions
Included my own pension scheme
Then got back my tax assessment
More to pay than there should have been?
After all I have worked for years
Ever since the age of sixteen
I did two years National Service
For little money for the Queen
Am I supposed to live on it?
This old-age pension eighty quid
All is subject to income tax
On any joy that’s put the lid.
Income and council tax combined
Are greater than this pension is.
I pay back more than I receive
“They” give me nothing to exist.

Burton Row Speedwatch Team

JMS 1993

Our local PCSO 8338 Stephen Hemmett has arranged for two Speed Indicator
Displays to be fitted along Burton Row at no extra cost to the Parish Council.
The Speedwatch team would like to recruit more helpers on an as and when available
basis. Please ring Mary Cole for more details. Mob 07736826777
Mary Cole
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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ENROL NOW!
COURSES FOR
ADULTS 2021

Make it a resolution!

ENROL ONLINE
NOW
ADVANCED LEARNER
LOANS AVAILABLE

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST

www.btc.ac.uk
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THE NUTTALL TRUST

(Registered Charity No 1085196)
The Nuttall Trust is a charity which was set up to provide financial support for local
projects, community organisations and individuals within the villages of East Brent,
Lympsham, Brent Knoll and Mark. It was made possible by the generosity of Mr. and
Mrs. James Nuttall who left part of their estate for that purpose.
The Trust has been operating since 2001. During that time, the four trustees (one to
represent each of the four villages) have been able to provide varying sums of money
to different projects and causes. In making available such sums, the trustees seek to
balance the likely benefit of funding to individuals and/or to the community as a whole,
the level of local support for any particular project, whether there is evidence as to the
need for such funding, the likelihood of the balance being raised from other sources,
together with the apparent prospects of the project getting off the ground if funding
were to be provided. If funding is provided, it is expected to be used solely for the
purpose set out in the application,
Over the past, the Trust has provided funds for over two hundred different projects
and causes. However, we do not wish to miss other deserving causes and the
purpose of this notice is to create greater awareness of the Nuttall Trust within the
community of Brent Knoll.
If you are interested in applying for a grant or would like further information before
deciding whether to apply, please give me a call on 01278 760422 or email
martyjwilkins@gmail.com. There is an application form which I will send you, either in
paper form or by email, to assist you with the application process. All applications are
treated in complete confidence and should be submitted by the end of the year for
review by the Trustees early in the New Year. If you have applied before, please do
not be put off, whether you were successful or not in that earlier application.
Martin Wilkins, Trustee, Nuttall Trust

empty days
empty days
filled with fear and doubt
uncertainty
too much
and not enough
old habits die hard
leaving new normals
my heart aches
for the suffering
missing
family, friends, community
so alone
inaction
breeds despair
how long?
NOVEMBER

show me Your beauty
Your steadfast love
be the song in my heart
whisper my name
let me see You
in the sunrise
hear You in the breeze
remind me of Your faithfulness
renew my mind
wake me from my slumber
be my hope
heal my heart
take my hand
and lead me
Corin
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Postcards of Brent Knoll - 6

Last month I left you with a little puzzle.
Where is this well-known property in
Brent Knoll?
Some people have
suggested it is the former Woodlands
Hotel, due to the set of steps from the
house to the lawn. However, things
change over time and the steps are no
longer there in front of this building.

Below is an early postcard of the
Woodlands, though you may notice that
it actually says “Manor Farm” on the card. At one time it was owned by a member of the

Rich family, who used to take the Manor Farm
name around with them when they changed
houses (It is now at the top of Hill Lane, but was
at another time the name of Old Courthay).
Looking at the structure of the houses in last
month’s picture, it becomes obvious that this is
an early picture of what is now The Grange, but
had for some time been the Battleborough
Grange Hotel.
John Page
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Come and see us at Burnham Swim & Sports Academy, Berrow Rd
Chartered Physiotherapists Liz & Andy Gardner
are HCPC & CSP registered
to assess and treat a variety of injuries
Sports injuries & massage
Acupuncture • Back pain & sciatica
Joint & muscle pains • Neck pain & headaches
Registered with all major insurance providers

Please visit us online or
call to make a booking

01278 785221

www.centralsomersetphysio.co.uk
enquiries@centralsomersetphysio.co.uk

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

4343

Brent Knoll Parish Council - Community Grant Funding

The Parish Council invites applications for grants for community groups in
Brent Knoll. Grants will be awarded to organisations that can show
evidence of a benefit to the local community. Applications will be
considered in January 2021: any grants awarded will be paid in February
2021. If you wish to see a copy of our grants policy, please contact the clerk at the email
address below.
Applications to the Clerk - No later than December 20th 2020
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk, 07917 445215

Now Where Did That Come from?

Picnic. During the seventeenth century, a new fashion crossed the English Channel
from France. At this time in France, a new type of party had been introduced known
as Pique-Nique, where guests would bring a share of food and wine, so the burden
would not fall on the party giver. These social get-togethers were held outside, in
public places and to this day the word is used to describe an outdoor meal usually
with friends and families.
Roger Ward

Brent Knoll Guides

Just letting you know that the 1st Brent Knoll Guide Unit is now registered with
easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE donations for us every time you
shop online. Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate to us when you use
easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself!
We’re currently trying to help two of our girls raise money for an international service
project they are going on next year with Girlguiding. We are not able to help them
with the usual fundraising events, so thought this would be a good idea, especially as
so many of us order items online at the moment. Once the girls reach their target, we
will continue to use this for our unit fundraising for trips and camps so all girls will
benefit.
Easyfundraising is a really clever website that turns your online purchases into free
donations for us, at no extra cost to you - simply shop with any of over 4,000 online
retailers including Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, eBay, Boden,
and M&S, and when you make a purchase, the retailer will send us a free donation.
It’s as simple as that!
These donations really mount up and will make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really
appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s completely
FREE and only takes a moment.
You
can
find
our
easyfundraising
page
at
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/girlguidingswe1stbrentknollguideunit2/?ut
m_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-e1 or Download the app and search for
Girlguiding SWE - 1st Brent Knoll Guide Unit.
Please share with family and friends. Thank you so much!
Jane Sinnott

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY

The monthly Parish Surgery will be discontinued until meetings resume, however
please do phone or email the clerk if you have any issues that you need to discuss.

Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk Mobile Tel 07917 445 215
NOVEMBER
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Station Road, Brent Knoll
Progress
•
Current target completion date is April – May 2021.
•
The piling works were completed within the specified timescale as planned.
•
The foundations are in place for plots 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 and blockwork has
commenced.
•
Ground beam cages have been installed to plot 3.
•
The timber frame construction will commence early November.
•
Foundation and other substructure works to plots 8-13 will take place within the
next month.
•
Monthly progress meetings continue to be held virtually and the Parish Council is
updated after each meeting.
Marketing/Allocations
Willow Tree Housing, in partnership with Sedgemoor District Council, launched the
marketing of the Bakers Field properties on 9th and 10th October at the Willow Tree
Housing Partnership Offices in Rooksbridge.
The events were operated as pre-booked appointments only and were well attended
by a parties interested in the affordable rent and shared ownership properties.
If you were unable to attend the event, please call Willow Tree Housing Partnership
on 01934 750780 for affordable rent enquiries or Westcoast Properties on 01278
784884 to discuss both shared ownership and open market homes.
The scheme includes the following properties:
Open Market
- 2 x 4 bed houses; 2 x 3 bed houses; and 2 x 2 bed houses
Shared Ownership - 2 x 2 bed houses (one remaining)
Affordable Rent
- 1 x 4 bed house; 1 x 3 bed house; 1 x 2 bed house;
2 x 2 bed apartments; and 2 x 1 bed apartments
Further Updates
A further update will be provided in next month’s Brent Knoll News.
Karen Walker, Willow Tree Housing Partnership
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PLUMBING
BY GEORGE Ltd!
Brent Knoll

Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside
taps, Shower replacements, etc.
Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades
Boiler servicing

Tel: 07813 321 197
Company number: 9523398
A company registered in England & Wales

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

Country Retreat Set in
the Heart of Somerset

Near Weston-Super-Mare,
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents
• WIFI
• Fully equipped holiday cottages also
available for house moves, relocation

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com
www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

• Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available
• Used touring caravans for sale
• Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold
Registered (G&S Storage)
a5-landscape.indd 1

DulhornHoliday

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

DulhornFarmHP

07/12/2017 22:03
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – September 2020

Autumn seemed a bit reluctant to get started this year, with much of September
offering weather which would not have disgraced the Summer months. It wasn’t
until the Autumn Equinox that the new season got into its stride.
In the early part of September, high pressure dominated most of Europe, not always
covering the UK, but near enough to push the Atlantic lows well to our north. One
or two low pressure systems came close enough to bring cloud and a light shower
as they passed, but there was plenty of sunshine too and temperatures were quite
respectable for the time of year.
By the middle of the month, a large area of high pressure had settled over Scandinavia,
blocking the Atlantic lows altogether. The high pressure to our east and lows stacking up to
the west, produced a south-easterly airflow which originated in the Mediterranean, and this
warm air combined with unbroken sunshine produced a remarkable 28.6C on the afternoon
of the 14th. Over the following week, the high pressure extended over the UK, and we were
treated to a week or so of warm, dry weather with the sunshine only interrupted by fairweather Cumulus bubbling up during the afternoons. By the 21st September, we had
recorded just 1.6mm of rain.
The Autumn Equinox was on the 22nd September, and this is a time when weather lore says
there will be Equinoctial Gales. The evidence doesn’t support that tradition, but this year the
equinox did see a marked change in the weather – Autumn seems to have decided that
Summer really must come to an end. The high pressure which had brought the fine weather
moved off east, making way for a procession of Atlantic lows to bring some proper Autumnal
weather.
The 22nd began with clear skies and a low-lying mist, but the south-easterly breeze, which
had been with us throughout the warm spell, veered west during the day, with cloud
increasing as low pressure approached. On the 23rd, a cold front brought the first rain for 10
days, and as the low moved off east the following day, it drew polar air down over the
Atlantic and then across the UK – a recipe for heavy showers, and of course much lower
temperatures.
When a northerly airflow runs down the Irish Sea, the effect of the land masses either side is
to squeeze the air in the middle, creating a convergence line. There is only one way the
squeezed air can go, and that is up; that means it cools, which produces a line of convective
showers, which often extend from the south-west tip of Wales, across the south-west
peninsula and down to the south coast. This is the delightfully-named “Pembrokeshire
Dangler”, and we were treated to a good example on the afternoon of the 25 th. The sky here
was generally clear, but for several hours, a line of towering Anvil Clouds could be seen to
our south-west, moving majestically from north to south across Devon. A spectacular sunset
was the icing on the cake.
September ended on a chilly note, with an exceptional minimum of 1.9C early on the 28th –
so we had unusually high and low temperatures this month. It was dry despite the showers
at the end of the month, with a total of 18mm; but although it was quite gusty during the final
week of September, there was no sign of those Equinoctial Gales.
Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk

Parish Hall and Covid-19

At our recent monthly meeting, we again considered whether to re-open the Parish Hall. At
the present time, with the increased incidences of Covid-19, it would not be prudent to
reopen the Hall. This will again be on the Agenda in November.
Please be reassured that this decision was not taken lightly. If you have views about the
decision made by the Committee, please email Sandra Few on sandra.few48@gmail.com.
Sandra Few
NOVEMBER
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Useful Village Contacts:

Contact
e-mail
Telephone
Revd. Kevin Wright
priest.tpots@gmail.com
760844
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
769082
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
769082
Miss Frances James
760287
Mike Smith
760691
Church Cleaners
Weit Harper
760803
Church Flowers
Mrs Marion Vining
760612
Poppy Organiser
Mrs Sally Wingate
760610
Brass Cleaners
Miss Frances James
760287
Methodist Church,
Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk
784808
Janet Southwell
760445
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers
783920
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright,
422703
Member of Parliament
James Heappey
James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk
01749 343255
County Councillor
Bob Filmer
BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk
760760
District Councillor
Bob Filmer
bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk
760760
Andrew Gilling
andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk
01934 750580
Parish Council,
Clerk
Owen Cullwick
clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk
07917 445215
Chairman
Colin Townsend
colinstownsend@me.com
760226
Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett
andreah@sentinor.com
760099
Footpath Contact Cynthia Trivett–Bill
cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com
760198
Parish Hall
Booking Secretary Jenny Butters
jenny.butters@onetel.com
760477
Bazaar
Eddie Fuller
eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
760308
Chairman
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
760760
Secretary
Sandra Few
sjfizzard@aol.com
760451
Doctor
Dr S L Aung
760313
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline
111
Western Power Distribution
Power Cut?
105
WRVS Prescription Service
760313
Brent Knoll Primary School
Chris Burman
office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk
760546
Toddlers Group
Jane Hannah
timothyhannah@aol.com
760629
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School
Cathy Hurley
769126
Village Shop
760225
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
760760
Distribution
Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
760308
Police PCSO 7675
Sam Piers
Sam.piers@avonandsomerset.police.uk 07889 655184
Police Non-Emergency Number
101
Rhyne Problems
Lower Axe Draining Board
789906
Village Agent
Kim Wilcox
Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk
07943 555519
National Trust Honorary Ranger
Ged Keele
769010
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll
Parochial Church Council, Secretary,
Church Administrator
Church Warden

Village Societies:

All-Sorts Community Choir
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)
Conservative Branch
Ecumenical Group
Good Companions
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows
Royal British Legion
Short Mat Bowling Club
Table Tennis Club
Tennis Club
Women’s Institute
Women’s Society
E&OE
BRENT KNOLL NEWS

Sue Toon
sue.toon@btinternet.com
Sarah Joyce
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Revd. Margaret Trapp
Mrs Ann Robson
Jane Sinnott
jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk
Rod Southwell
Alan Castle
John Mathews
Alison Hillyer
Janet Southwell
Julie Baker

760753
787493
760760
760573
760981
760445
760424
07414 868333
01934 815407
760445
751229
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Diary for November

Page

th

4 SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
4th Parish Council – Public Session
Online via Zoom
7.00pm
7
Parish Council Meeting
Online via Zoom to follow immediately
5th Guy Fawkes Night
7.30pm
24
5th B&H Choral Society rehearsals [Every Thursday] Online
8th Remembrance Sunday
9th Green Waste Collection
Your House
Early!!
Online via Zoom
8.00pm
31
9th Parish Hall Committee meeting
11th Armistice Day
11th SORT IT+ Recycling
Your House
Early!!
12.00 noon
50
15th Deadline for November Brent Knoll News
18th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
18th Parish Council Provisional Planning meeting Online via Zoom
7.00pm
Your House
Early!!
23rd Green Waste Collection
25th SORT IT+ Recycling
Your House
Early!!

POSTAL Subscription
The Brent Knoll News is available by post for those outside the village. All you need
to do is to send name and address together with a cheque for £15 (incl. UK postage),
to the editor, payable to “Brent Knoll News” and we’ll do the rest, you could even
give it as a present!

Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!!
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting? Then
why not share it with the village? We publish most items and others may find your
article interesting.

Deadline for the December 2020 Issue –
All contributions to be received by noon on Sunday 15th November, to:bob@flockman.com The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions. Views
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of
the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or amend any contribution.

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Safe

&

Warm

SOMERSET

Safe & Warm Somerset

Here to help with energy & bills
•

Emergency pre-payment
meter vouchers supported by

the Somerset Coronavirus
Response & Recovery Fund.

•

Help making gas & electricity
bills more affordable.

•

Call us!

0800 082 2234

Checking eligibility for heating
upgrades & benefits.

•

Advice on clearing fuel debt.

Call us or get in touch online at

www.cse.org.uk/contact-us

Safe & Warm Somerset is managed by the Centre for Sustainable Energy (Charity. 298740)
in partnership with Somerset Independence Plus, on behalf of Mendip, Sedgemore,
South Somerset and Somerset West and Taunton councils.

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

In these challenging times

we are here to keep
your business growing
leaflets and
brochures

posters and
signage

menus and
stationery

and more

CALL 01278 423 637
E

SALES@BWWPRINT.CO.UK

W

WWW.BWWPRINT.CO.UK

Herswell Business Park | Salmon Parade | Bridgwater | TA6 5PY

