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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

Contacts Baptisms  
Baptisms can be arranged either ; 
   - On the 4th or 5th Sunday of each month at 12.15 or 1.15.  
Please understand there may be times when we have two 
or more children to baptise at any time. 
   - Or at our regular worship on a Sunday Morning at 10am; 
there will be exceptions due to the Church calendar. 
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.   
Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org 

Weddings 
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church 
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates 
and times, also talk with you about the qualifying 
connection you must have with the Parish and to take your 
contact details. 
You will then be contacted by our Priest to arrange a 
mutually convenient time to meet to discuss your 
commitment and requirements. 
Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org 

Funerals 
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Priest and 
Church Administrator to arrange your requirements. 

                                    ******************* 
Visit our website – 
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Priest in Charge Reverend Simon Lewis
The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ

Tel 01278 760496 / rev.simonlewis@gmail.com

Church Administrator – Carole Carter
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ

Tel 01278 769082
e mail office.tpots@gmail.com

Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Churchwardens
St Christopher’s, Lympsham
Gwen Hatton 01934 750416 / gwenhatton@gmail.com
St Mary’s, East Brent
Kathy Quinnell 01278 760031 /kathyquinnell10@gmail.com
Christine Hussey 01278 760034
St Michael’s, Brent Knoll
Frances James 01278 760287
Mike Smith 01278 760691 / mjbsmith@orangehome.co.uk

Church Treasurer – Jim Hanmer
01934 750076 / j.hanmer@btinternet.com
Stewardship Coordinator – Nick Bashford
01278 760190 / nickbash@btinternet.com

PCC Secretary – Sandra Hanmer
01934 750076 / sandra.hanmer@btinternet.com

Services for March 2017 
Date Service Time Church 
  1st March 
Ash Wednesday 

 
Parish Eucharist 

 
  7.00pm 

 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

  5th March 
Lent 1 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 
All-Sorts-Worship 

  8.00am 
  9.30am 
11.00am 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

12th March 
Lent 2 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

19th March 
Lent 3 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

26th March 
Mothering Sunday 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 
Evening Prayer – Said 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  6.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

Every Tuesday Holy Communion   2.30pm St. Mary’s East Brent 
Every Wednesday Holy Communion 10.00am St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota 
12th March   8.00am Sally Wingate 19th March 10.00am John Harper &  
26th March   6.30pm Pat Doble   Margaret Smith 
Church Register - Holy Baptism  
Emily Ann Evans; William Heywood Evans; Isla Rosie Gold 
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com) 
Minister Revd. Steve Bennett 

We’re looking forward to hosting a Link service this month when we will be joined by our 
friends from East Brent and Brean Methodist Churches.  Rev Steve Bennett will be 
leading this service on Sunday 12th March and all are welcome to join us. 
Since 2017 seems to be flying along (is this really the March edition of the Brent Knoll 
News?), it doesn’t seem too early to let you have a date for your calendars in May.  We 
are going to be holding a “Praise for Pets” service here at the Methodist Church on 
Saturday 20th May at 10.30am in the church.  ALL are invited - especially your well-loved 
pets.  Dogs, cats, guinea pigs, hamsters, budgies, gerbils - none are too small (or too 
large although any horse lovers who happen to be riding past may be invited to receive a 
blessing outside of the church!). 
I will give you more details next month - but we hope all you animal lovers out there will 
keep the date free.  After the service, we will be laying on coffee and treats (as opposed 
to coffee and cakes because we will do our best to make sure all our furry and feathered 
friends are catered for). 
As the days get longer and the evenings get brighter, from all of us here at Brent Knoll, 
we wish you a happy and peaceful start to the beginning of the Spring and Lenten 
season.  God bless. Rosemary Krull 

Preachers for March at 10.30am 
  5th March : Mr Chris Williamson 
12th March : Rev Steve Bennett (Link Service) 
19th March : Mrs Heather Gale 
26th March : Rev Margaret Trapp (Holy Communion) 

Toddlers 
World Book Day takes place at the beginning of March and Toddlers will be 
celebrating this on Tuesday 28th February, when they can dress as one of 
their favourite book characters.  We will have Book Day tokens for all the 
toddlers, which they can put towards a book of their choosing or buy one of 
the specially produced books which, for our age group, will be either ‘Peppa 

Loves World Book Day’ or ‘Everyone Loves Underpants’. They both sound fun! 
We would like to say a huge “thank you” to Joe and Kitt for the super garage which 
they have kindly given to Toddlers - it is a fabulous addition to the car mat.  We now 
have to say a fond farewell to them both; they have been very loyal, longstanding 
members of the group joining when they were only a few weeks old.  We will miss you 
(and Mummy) very much.  
It is lovely to think that March sees the start of Spring, and this month the toddlers will 
be making cards for both Mothering Sunday and Easter.  Tuesday 28th March will be 
the last day of term when we will have Easter Story books for all the children.  
We wish all our toddlers, their families and carers a very Happy Easter. Jane 

Date for your diary - Spring Fayre 
On Saturday May 20th, we will be holding a Spring Fayre in the garden of Ivy Clad 
Hall, Brent Street in aid of St Michael’s Church and Church Life. 
Further details next month, a fun afternoon for all the family is planned. 

Mike and Margaret Smith



�

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

© 

Call now for a free no 
obligation quote 
 

We will aim to beat  
all written quotes 
 
 
 

Part P Qualified  
 

17th Edition 
 

Inspection & Testing 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Registered 

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset 
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Basic pet obedience, Rally 
obedience, Agility, Flyball, 
Heelwork to music and fun 

classes. 
Behavioural problems a 

speciality. 
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM

raw meats. 
For further details phone: 

01278 760 477
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Brent Knoll Parish Council Meeting 
Summary – January 2017 

Meeting Attendance: 9 Councillors and the Clerk and 2 members of the public 
attended, apologies received and accepted from two members. 
Minutes of the January meeting. 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 11th January 2017 was approved as true 
and accurate reflections of that meeting. 
Declarations of Pecuniary, Prejudicial and Personal interest declared as 
follows:-  
Cllr R Filmer declared interest on the grounds of pre determination on all 
planning matters. 
Planning Applications 
Cllr R Filmer left the meeting during planning session having declared an 
interest on the grounds of pre-determination. 
07/17/00001: Change of use of land from agricultural to touring caravan site and 
re siting of agricultural building to be converted to games room and equipment 
store on land at Westbrook Farm, Harp Road, Brent Knoll. 
Response.  The Parish Council resolved by majority to object to this proposal on 
grounds that the previous application which the Parish Council responded to in 
2016, is not materially changed with this application.  There is a small additional 
extension, however the issues remain as our previous response.  For the record 
our previous objection was as follows. 
Application No 07/16/00017  
The Parish Council objected to this proposal on the grounds of over development 
(layout and density of building) traffic generation, highway safety risk of flooding 
and the absence of an environmental report this was unanimously agreed. 
Cllr R Filmer returned to the meeting. 
Key Matters agreed and resolutions approved 

1. Continued consultation on upgrading Play equipment ongoing. 
2. Survey of outstanding Crooked Lane/Station Road surface issues ongoing. 
3. Overhanging tree on the Glebe Field to be reported to the Diocese. 
4. Highway disruption reported in Burton Row during the installation of 

services for Solar farm.  Concerns also expressed regarding access by heavy 
vehicles. 

5. New Flooring surface for toilet block floor being investigated and considered. 
6. Slippery paving surfaces in Brent Street will be reported to highways. 

Finance Matters. 
Statutory Payments list approved by the Council. 
The Parish Council resolved to approve the payments for February as outlined on the 
published agenda prior to the meeting. 
Full copy of the minutes available on the website and also available from the Clerk. 
Forthcoming meetings. 
Next main meeting: Thursday 2nd March, 7.30pm with a Parish Surgery for 
anyone wishing to visit the Parish Council with local issues: this will be at 4pm.  
Public always welcome to these meetings. 
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Tel 07917 445 215 
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1st BERROW SCOUT GROUP 
I would like to introduce you to 1st Berrow Scout Group. 
The Group runs a Beaver Colony and a Cub Pack, each meeting once a week within Berrow 
village during school term time.  A programme of fun and adventure is delivered and the 
youngsters have the opportunity to learn new life skills and the value of teamwork and 
friendship.  Both sections are well supported by youngsters, girls and boys alike from within the 
surrounding areas and the Group is always open to new recruits, wherever they live.  Although 
the youngsters can be accepted at a slightly younger age, they will need to be 6 years of age 
before being invested as a Beaver and 8 years of age before being invested as a Cub. 
The Beavers are very enthusiastic and enjoy the varied activities.  These can be a part of badge 
work and the youngsters are thrilled to receive the reward of a badge achieved. 
They also have opportunities to go out as a Colony, BARB, the Fire station and Police Station 
are firm favourites.  
2016 saw “Cub100”, when 100 years of Cub Scouting was celebrated.  Beavers are somewhat 
younger at 30 years.  There was a national programme for “Cub 100” which was celebrated 
regionally.  Preceding this, in preparation in 2015, was “The Year of Activity” for our Cub 
membership.  The youngsters undertook many activities; skiing, disc golf, kayaking, bell boating, 
caving, wall climbing and martial arts to name a few.  Badge work is on-going both in meetings 
and several youngsters have earned further badges at home or in the community.  
At last year’s AGM, 3 Beavers and 3 Cubs were presented with Bronze or Silver awards for their 
badge work. 
The highlight of ‘Cub 100’ was a three day camp held at the West Woodlands showground, near 
Frome at the end of May.  The event was organised by the County Team and 700 cubs attended.  
The activities were too many to mention in their entirety but wall climbing, abseiling, high ropes, 
archery and rifle shooting are but a few.  They could even go to the on-site cinema.  Campfire was 
every night and the biggest surprise was a flying visit from Bear Grylls, in his role as Chief Scout. 
The Beavers celebrated their 30th birthday by joining with Burnham Beavers to enjoy a birthday 
party and sleepover.  This was their first sleepover since the Colony was reopened and there 
was a great deal of excitement.   
Our sections are united for end of term events.  Easter saw an Easter Egg Hunt and games 
evening.  Our end of year event was a rounders match, water fight and BBQ.  If you were not 
soaked by the end of the evening you had obviously found the right place to hide!  Christmas 
saw the youngsters skating together.  A sponsored walk along the beach is another combined 
event; the monies raised were split between group funds and ‘Bags for Schools’, which was the 
charity of the children’s choice. 
On a more formal note, the sections are expected to attend the St. Georges Day Parade in St. 
Marys Church, Bridgwater and Remembrance Day Parade in St Marys Church, Berrow. 
As you can see the youngsters have many opportunities available to them and thanks must go to 
the band of volunteers, who give so freely of their time and energy and show total commitment. 
Currently the urgent need is for more adult assistance especially within the Beaver Colony.  No 
experience or qualification is necessary as a training programme is in place.  The only 
requirement is that you are above 18 years of age.  Please consider whether you have an hour 
to spare once a week or even once a month.  There is the opportunity to work alongside the 
youngsters in a leadership role, or to be behind the scenes.  You may be surprised how much 
you have to offer in the way of life experience and skills! 
The Group strives to help youngsters to become worthy, caring and considerate of their peers 
and their environment.  Can you help us to do this? 
If so, please contact Linda Hamilton for more information, on 01278 782521 or 
paddita8@aol.com  Linda Hamilton
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Adam Popham 
Director 
A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd 

 

Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural 
local Electrical contractor 

All aspects of electrical work 
undertaken in a courteous, friendly 

and professional manner 
 

Mark, Somerset,     07738221754 
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A professional, caring and friendly 
veterinary service for your pet. 

 
We can offer you and your pet: 

24 hour on-site emergency service  

24 hour on-site nursing care  

Modern facilities and equipment  

Large car park with disabled access 

Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm  

Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm 

Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794 
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592  

email: admin@blakevets.co.uk 

    Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk 
Consultations by appointment only.



                       
                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holywell Nursing Home 
 

Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Telephone: 01278 760 601      Fax: 01278 760 912 

Email: holywellnursinghome@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Registered Provider and Matron:  Sarah Joyce  RMN  RGN 
 

At Holywell we believe that all who use our services should feel welcome, safe and in control.  
That their rights to have choice, independence, dignity, privacy and fulfillment are respected. 

 
Holywell is registered and regulated by the Care Quality Commission and has been awarded 

the Quality Rating with Somerset Social Services. 
 

We now have accommodation for 30 residents. 
 

All rooms are ensuite and our recent upgrade includes a second lift, extra bathroom with 
ceiling hoist and a shower/wet room.  The kitchen is now in the centre of the Nursing Home, 

by the dining room. 
 

We can offer long term care, short term or respite care, from one night to however long is 
required, day care or visit for a meal or bath/shower.  Drop in information service, we are here 

to help and support our local community. 
 

We also welcome volunteers especially to help our less able to enjoy their meals, perhaps hand 
massage or give a hand with the activity ladies. 

 
People coming to live here are encouraged to bring with them items to personalize their rooms. 

 
We operate an open house policy, visitors are welcome at any time that the resident is happy to 

see them. 
 

A brochure is available which includes our Philosophy of Care and Statement of Purpose. 
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Holiday Accommodation 
Three bedroom apartment, sleeping six.  Overlooking the harbour.  In 
Porthmadog, Gwynedd, North Wales.  Porthmadog has a rich maritime and 
railway history, being the terminus of both the Welsh Highland Railway 
and the Blaenau Ffestiniog Railway.  An excellent base for touring the 
surrounding area.  The famous Italianate village of Portmeirion, built by the 
architect Sir Clough Williams-Ellis, is just 2 miles away, whilst Criccieth 
and Harlech castles are within easy 
reach.  As are Mt Snowdon, 
Caernarfon and Anglesey. 
The apartment has good views of the 
harbour and the Ffestiniog Railway 
terminus.  The shops are less than a 
five minute walk and the nearest 
beach at Borth-y-Guest a 15 minute 
walk.   Ample local walking in 
breath taking scenery. 
For more details please contact Jenny on 01278 760477 or 07748 781 593
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Bits and Bobs FOR SALE 
If you have an item for sale, send me details of it with your asking price, 
your contact details and £1 per line.  Prospective buyers contact you direct.  
All transactions are between the two parties and the BKN is not involved. Ed. 
Small Size Chest Deep Freeze, Still under Guarantee (I think)  Tel: 01278 760 746 
2 drawer divan base for a 5ft bed (2 x 2ft 6ins).  New, unopened, original 
packaging  £250 Tel: (01278) 769 305 
HP Scanjet (G4050) photo scanner incl. attachments 
 £  90 Tel: (01278) 769 305  

Pastoral Care Groups 
Since September 2014, there have been groups running in the villages of Brent Knoll, 
East Brent and Lympsham, supported by The Parish of Three Saints.  
Care Support Groups - Alzheimer’s and Dementia Carers Group  
March 20th, 4pm at Brentcombe House, Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ. 
Tel Carla 01278 760 041 or Maggie 01278 760 661 for details. 
Comfort Group 
March 16th, 2.30pm at Wayfarers, Brent Road, East Brent, TA9 4DB. 
Tel Dot 01278 760 600 for details. 
Bereavement Friends Group  
March 23rd, 2.30pm at 87, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4EQ. 
Tel Margaret 01278 760 691 or Gwen 01934 750 416. 
These groups are open to all. Margaret 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Friday, 3rd March 

10.30am 
Brent Knoll Methodist Church 
Prepared by the Women of the Philippines 

“Am I Being Unfair to you?” 
Refreshments and Fair Trade Stall, all Welcome. 

Somerset Sight   
The Mobile Advice Service is attending the following sites listed below between 
10.30am until 3.30pm.  The service is able to demonstrate items from liquid level 
indicators and talking watches to talking microwaves and video magnifiers.  The 
vehicle also stocks mobility aids, such as white walking sticks and canes, and games, 
such as large print Scrabble and playing cards.  If you have any questions then 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  Kim Wilcox Village Agent 07943 555 519 
kim@somersetrcc.org.uk. 
Burnham on Sea 
B&M – Wed 8th March & Wed 12th April 
Tesco – Wednesday 10th May 

Highbridge 
Asda – Wednesday 1st March 

Kim Wilcox, Village Agent  
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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Care for the Elderly Sunday Tea Parties 
At contact the elderly, we hold free monthly tea parties for people aged 75 and over who live 
alone and need a hand getting out and about.  Our volunteer drivers take the elderly to and 
from the party as well as staying for tea.  At the volunteer’s house, a warm welcome awaits 
with plenty of tea and sandwiches.  We have been running this scheme successfully in the 
local area for the past 6 months and would like to start up a second group, so we can offer 
more elderly people, who may be feeling isolated or lonely, to join us.  If you feel you are 
able to host a Sunday tea in your home just once or twice a year, or belong to an 
organisation that may be able to help (up to 8 elderly people plus drivers) (downstairs toilet 
required), please contact us for more details. 
We also need more volunteer drivers, so if you can offer to help on the occasional Sunday 
again please get in touch. 
If you or anyone you know would benefit from our Sunday teas, please also contact us. 
Regional coordinator Helen Ker 01225 873 812; helenker@contact-the-elderly.org.uk  
www.contacttheelderly.org.uk or local coordinator Paula Protheroe Tel:  01278 773839; 
email  churchlandfarmpaula@googlemail.com. 
So, if you can spare just a few hours a year and care about the elderly in our community, we 
would be delighted to hear from you!  Join our friendly team and help make a difference! 
Volunteers are required to have all safe guarding checks. Ann Hopwood 

PLANT SALE & OPEN GARDEN 

            
 

SATURDAY 6th May 
10.30am TO 1pm 

PLANTS, CAKES                  EASY PARKING   
Exhibitions, Raffle                 IN FIELD OPPOSITE,        

Activities foor your children                       thanks to M/s. G. Isgar 

£2 INCLUDING COFFEE or TEA 
Protecting Somerset’s Wildlife for the Future 

Somerset Wildlife Trust, 134 Wellington Road, Taunton TA1 5AW 
Tel: 01823 652400    www.somersetwildlife.org 

FRONT COVER Photo   
Thank you to David Holl for his photo.  He said “Attached are my photos of a visitor to 
Brent Knoll.  Last week we had three Bohemian Waxwings on our Cotoneaster in the 
front garden.  They enjoyed eating some of the limited red berries but did not return 
again.  I believe it’s rare to see Waxwings this far west in Britain.” Bob 

At ROOKERY HOUSE 
THE CAUSEWAY, 
MARK TA9 4QH 

on B3139 
(ST 372 477) 
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WHERE IN OUR VILLAGE 
Each month the BKN will have a small picture quiz – no prizes, but I 

hope you may enjoy guessing where the object shown is located 
within the Parish boundary. 
Last month’s object really is on Leigh House in Brent Street. 
This month features part of something we have all passed by but 
which may not be quite as obvious, unless you are looking in the right 
direction at the right time. So where is it?   
The answer and another object will be shown next month.           JaPe 

 
 

For our first meeting of Good Companions in 2017, the weather was mild for the time of 
year.  We had three new faces at our meeting, two were prospective new members and 
one was the daughter of a former member, who had since passed away and wanted 
Good Companions to have her best tea set.  Some of our members were happy to 
reminisce with her about her childhood in Brent Knoll.  Our speaker Lesley Royal, one of 
our members, gave a talk on her to trip to Australia “Sydney to Darwin” with slides.  The 
adventure to Darwin by coach, living in a tent started on Boxing Day 1973.  Some of the 
slides showed how things had changed over the years.  Ayes Rock, in 1973, was only 
one pub and three camp sites and Alice Springs, in the MacDonnell Ranges, was the site 
for the famous Twin Ghost Gum Trees painted by Aboriginal artist Albert Namatjira. 
Sadly, the Gums were destroyed by arsonists on 30th December 2012.  Apart from 
various mishaps, such as the luxury coach breaking down and being replaced with an 
inferior model, floods, creepy crawlies and mosquitoes, it was a journey of a lifetime.. 
March 15th - Good Companions Past  John Page. 
April 19th - U3A Ukulele Band   - Rachel 
May 17th  AGM Chat and Quilt Display  Pat Press 
We are a very friendly group and we welcome new members.  We meet at 2.30pm in 
the Parish Hall on the third Wednesday of every month except December.  For more 
information contact either Karen Russell on 01278 769 382 or Ann Robson 01278 
760 981.    AR 
WI Craft Group 
We will meet at 2.30pm in the Methodist Church School room on Monday March 20th. 
We are a small friendly group who enjoy knitting, chatting and having a cuppa.  We knit 
for ‘Mission to Seafarers’ and ‘Somewhere to Go’. 
Thanks to those who have donated items recently. 
If you would like to join us, you would be most welcome; you don’t have to belong to the 
WI to do so. 
For more details contact me. Margaret Smith, 760 691 

Just for fun 
“Do you believe in life after death?” the boss asked one of his employees.   
“Yes, sir,” the new employee replied. 
“Well then, that makes everything just fine” the boss went on.  “After you left early 
yesterday to go to your grandmother’s funeral, she called in to see you!” 
 The Friendly Pharmacist 
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PETER EVERETT 
Registered Osteopath

Highbridge  
Medical Centre 
Pepperall Road 
Highbridge 

Somerset
TA9 3YA 

01278 793223

Practice premises: - 

12 Woodborough Road,  
Winscombe BS25 1AA 

01934 844764

Burnham 
Medical Centre 

Love Lane 
Burnham-on-Sea 

Somerset
TA8 1EU 

01278 793223 

Can now be seen at the addresses below: -
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Kathryn Talbot 
Office and Secretarial Services 

 

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, 
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, 
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc. 
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service 
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc. 

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393 

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com 
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Brent Knoll House Histories 
European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 8 
Last month I showed a picture and asked, ‘could this be the base of the mill?’ 
Apparently, the answer is no, as I was informed by a number of people that it was 
originally dug out as a horse jump.  So, the actual site of the mill is still uncertain, 
though there was a suggestion that a grinding stone may have been on site some 
years ago. 
Although the next entry in the W.I. book is brief and has no picture, it does have a 
very interesting comment attached.  It is labelled Bousfield’s Stores and states 
‘Originally a smithy.  Gunpowder caused a fire here in 1912.  The building was rebuilt 
by Steer’s.’  This is number 108 Brent Street, next to The Croft, and was used as a 
Village Store for around a century at least.  When it was run by the Bousfields it was a 

draper and grocer, but 
then became the Village 
Garden Stores, before 
ceasing to be a shop and 
turning into a private 
dwelling house.  
Apparently one room in 
the shop at that time was 
used for hair dressing. 
Prior to the Bousfields it 
was owned by Albert 
James Dart and there is a 
picture of it with Union 
Jacks in the window 

celebrating the Silver Jubilee of 
George V in 1935.  A careful 
look in the right-hand side 
window reveals the owner 
watching what is going on.  He 
is also shown in another 
picture, where he is sitting in 
the Austin 10, car which he 
used to deliver items around the 
village outside the Red Cow.  
The lady beside him is Pearl 
Challoner.  Some of the 
deliveries can be seen on the back seat (information from an interview Brian 
Freestone had, with his daughter Joan Dart, published in the BKN around ten years 
ago).      Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued 
It is suggested, in another of these interviews, that a Mr Thorns owned it before the 
Darts, but he is not mentioned in Kelly’s Directories (suggesting that he would not 
have been there for long, at best).  The previous owner, who is mentioned there, is 
William Grice-Sharp, whose telephone number is given as 32X4 (others, at the time, 
are shown with a Y instead of the X).  Prior to Grice-Sharp, from before 1914 to after 
1927, William Pickering Morris listed himself as a grocer and provision dealer, an 
ironmonger, a general stores, stationers, tobacconists and lending library and he also 
had a shop at Brean.  Initially he referred to the shop as ‘late John Williams,’ whose 
father, William Williams was a blacksmith around 1861 and before.  After William died, 
the business is registered in the name of his mother, Elizabeth, who is also described 
as a blacksmith.  John Williams takes over sometime after 1875 and combines being 
a blacksmith with selling ironmongery and insurance and acting as an agricultural 
implement agent.  In 1906 he is a wholesale and retail ironmonger, implement agent 
and cycle agent, but drops the last two by 1910. 
It is shortly after this, as reported in The Western Gazette on the first of September 
1911, that the gunpowder caused a fire, though the press report does not mention 
gunpowder explicitly, stating instead that it was caused by ‘spontaneous combustion.’  
It does state that this was ‘one of the most disastrous fires which have been seen in 
the neighbourhood of Highbridge for many years.’  It took place about mid-day on 
Wednesday (30th August) at ‘the dwelling-house and business premises of Mr. John 
Williams, who keeps a general store, comprising ironmongery, grocery and fancy 

goods.’  Two cyclists called the fire brigades from 
Burnham and Highbridge and villagers attempted to 
rescue as much of the household furniture and shop 
goods as possible, though their efforts met with little 
success.  Within a few minutes ‘the flames, fanned 
by the wind, had passed through the whole length of 
the building,’ which was ‘a conspicuous sight for 
many miles around.’ 
Mention is made of the Burnham Fire Brigade being 
led by Lieutenant William Welland, as Captain Watts 
was engaged at Brean at the time, and the 
Highbridge Brigade by Captain J R Dyer, with the 
Secretary (F G Dyer) also being present.  By this 
time John Williams had disposed of the smithy, at the 
south end of the shop, but this was also completely 
destroyed.  The report says that the business was a 
very old-established one and that the damage 
caused was estimated to be from £1,500 to £2,000. 

Unfortunately, this appears to have been only party covered by insurance. 
 John Page
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Women’s Society 
Our Fish & Chip supper at the end of January proved to be a great success.  
Our very grateful thanks to Dot and John, who once again kindly invited us to their 
house and to Mike at The Red Cow, who provided us with excellent Fish & Chips, 
complete with all the trimmings! 
Margaret Smith has very kindly offered to join us at our next meeting, which will be on 
February 23rd at 4, The Willows.  Margaret is going to show us the art of paper folding 
and we will have the opportunity to make our own creations!  Should be fun! 
Our Hot Pot Supper date has come round again!  We will be at Wick Farm on 
Thursday March 30th, where we can sample each other’s delicious baking, either 
savoury or sweet. 
All our meetings commence at 8.00pm (unless stated otherwise in the magazine) and 
if you would like to join us, you would be very welcome. Please ring Julie 751 229 for 
further details.  Thank you. Ann 

Women’s Institute 
Unfortunately the speaker for the February meeting was unable to 
attend, so, at very short notice, members of the committee were able to 
entertain members with stories, anecdotes and poems.  The winner of 
the Flower of the Month competition was Margaret Smith with Hellebore. 

The speaker at the Meeting on 8th March will be Tony Bagwell, who will, once again, 
show us more of his beautiful photographs.  There will also be a bring and buy table. JMG 

“Meet & Eat” 
Meet and Eat will be held in the Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall on Monday 
March 13th at 12.30 pm.  Please book with Liz by Friday, March 10th. 
New diners are always welcome. Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella 
Girls Just Wanna Have Fun! 
We will be playing skittles again on 21st March at 7.30pm; I have not confirmed the 
location as yet.  The cost will be £5.  Please join us for this fun evening. Caroline 

East Brent Day Centre 
Every Friday at East Brent Village Hall 

Would you enjoy; 
 a weekly day out? 
 morning coffee/tea and biscuits, with table-top games, magazines or just a chat? 
 a hot meal home cooked by local ladies, with consideration given to special 

dietary needs?  
 a speaker, or entertainment in the afternoon?  
 and are over 60? 

The day commences at 9.30am and concludes at 2.30pm. 
The cost – Just £5.00. 
You need transport?  This may also be available for a small additional charge.  
If the answer to any of the above is ‘yes’, then please contact June Jessop 01278 792 
208. Janet Nurse 
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Live Cinema - Woolf works – February 8th. 
This was amazing ballet; I have never seen anything quite like this.  It was a triptych, 
which is a ballet in three acts, based on the works of Virginia Woolf, with references to 
her letters and diaries.  It included pieces from her novels, read by Gillian Anderson, and 
also a piece from Waves, more of an autobiography, read by Maggie Smith.   
The first act- called I now, I then was based on the novel Mrs Dalloway had everything - 
Haunting music score, by Max Richter, with beautiful cello solos - scenery that moved 
while the dance was going on - lighting which changed with the mood (very clever) and 
beautiful evocative dance.  Icing on the cake was the return, by invitation, of Alessandra 
Ferri, who was a prima ballerina with the Royal Ballet a long time ago.  She is a superb 
dancer, and puts so much emotion into her role.  The story of a looking back to youth 
was well told, by all eight dancers taking part.  Choreography by Wayne McGregor very 
different, putting the dancers into many different positions, some of which are not usual.  
Good start. 
Second act – Becomings - based on the novel Orlando, was very different.  I have never 
read this novel, but must try and do that soon.  I wasn’t entirely sure what to make of this 
one: the introduction had talked of transition from man to woman, and that did come out 
well.  Fast and furious, the music started fairly calmly, but built up to crescendo 
proportions, with good use of lighting, some of which was strobe lighting, very effective.  
The ending, where all nine dancers finished by dancing around the stage, by then lit only 
by spotlights, was breath-taking, literally.  Needed the interval to recover! 
Final act, called Tuesday - was based on The Waves, and brought back Alessandra Ferri 
and Federico Bellini to dance the main parts.  This began with a letter to Virginia Woolf’s 
lover, saying how happy they had been, but now she felt that, as she was ill, the lover 
was being stifled and how Woolf thought she should do something about that.  This was 
the shortest ballet, used the most dancers, including 6 students from the Royal Ballet 
School, and was easily the most atmospheric.  The emotion was put over so well, and 
became part of the audience really.  The music score again contributed a lot, being calm 
to start with, then becoming chaotic, as did the dancing, then coming back to dance all 
together, then going off again to dance in a disordered fashion (not really, obviously, just 
the portrayal) with Ferri being tossed about from one to the other.  Showed how mentally 
ill people must feel, very disorientated and aimless.  The background was a huge video 
of waves, moving all the time, changing colour and movement.   Finally, the waves 
became very dark and storm tossed, when Bellini and Ferri were dancing alone and she 
was laid down on the stage and left.  
Virginia took her own life by drowning.    
It was sad that we didn’t have the usual full house for ballet.  This was something not to 
be missed, despite being modern dance, there were amazing emotions shown and a 
story told. Pauline Chadwick 

Pythagoras’ Theorem? 
There are 3 Navajo women sitting on the ground. 
The 1st one, is sitting on a goat skin, has a son who weighs 140lbs. 
The 2nd one, is sitting on a deer skin, has a son who weighs 160lbs. 
The 3rd women, whose son weighs 300lbs, is sitting on a hippopotamus skin. 
Therefore, 140 + 160 = 300; so the son of the squaw on the hippopotamus is equal to 
the sons of the squaws on the other two hides! The Friendly Pharmacist 
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Flood alleviation in Brent Knoll 
For those of you that found the article in last month’s BKN interesting, you may like to 
look at the following 2 online links.  One shows what is happening in Brent Knoll; the 
other shows the process that Wessex Water is using to drill underground.  Well worth 
a few minutes viewing!  Thanks to John Harper for the web surfing! 
https://youtu.be/AFS3W5HUl00 :  https://youtu.be/_tOx0KTmzbw  Bob 

ANOTHER EVENING WITH… 

ALAN CASTLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BBBRRREEENNNTTT   KKKNNNOOOLLLLLL   PPPAAARRRIIISSSHHH   HHHAAALLLLLL   
SSSAAATTTUUURRRDDDAAAYYY   111888ttthhh   MMMAAARRRCCCHHH   

777...333000pppmmm   
TTTIIICCCKKKEEETTTSSS   £££777...555000   iiinnnccclll ...   ppplllooouuuggghhhmmmaaannn’’’sss   sssuuuppppppeeerrr   

BBBAAARRR   &&&RRRAAAFFFFFFLLLEEE   
TTTIIICCCKKKEEETTTSSS   fffrrrooommm   BBBrrreeennnttt   KKKnnnooollllll   PPPooosssttt   OOOffffffiiiccceee   

OOOrrr   rrriiinnnggg   777666000   333000888   ooorrr   777666000   999888666   
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2017 200+ CLUB” January and February Draws 
The First draws of the new 2017 200+ Club took place at the February Bazaar, with the 
numbers drawn by stall holders and shoppers:- 
 

January No. Prize Name  
First Prize 22 £   20 Mr C.J. Kilduff Brent Road Berrow 
Second Prize 82 £   20 Mrs J.P. Southwell Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 150 £   16 Miss R. Steer Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 141 £   12 Ms H. Randle Manor Ride Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 347 £   12 Mr & Mrs S. Russell Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 89 £   10 Mr & Mrs P. McMahon Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Seventh Prize 67 £     8 Mrs H.L. Hooper Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 00 £     6 Mr R.D. Filmer Brent Street Brent Knoll 
February No. Prize Name  
First Prize 94 £   20 Mrs T. Jenkin-Jones Glanville Road Wedmore 
Second Prize 351 £   20 Mr & Mrs B.R. Brewer Bristol Road Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 41 £   16 Ms J.A. Butters Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 190 £   12 Miss P. Eweinoh Crooked Lane Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 265 £   12 Miss R.V. Nussey Edinburgh Scotland 
Sixth Prize 184 £   10 Mrs T. Hazleton-Cavill Church Lane Brent Knoll 
Seventh Prize 187 £     8 Mrs J.E. Baker Wick Lane Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 45 £     6 Mr M. Dando Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Thank you all for your continued support of the “200+ Club” and our Parish Hall. 
 Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 

Men’s Sheds 
Sedgemoor District Council and the Village Agents for Burnham-on-Sea and surrounding 
areas, are hosting an open evening on Thursday 9th March 2017, 7–9pm at The Old 
Courthouse, Jaycroft Road, Burnham-on-Sea.  This is an opportunity to find out more 
about the Men’s Shed project and register your interest.  The open evening includes a 
presentation from Patrick, who runs the Shed at Frome.  On-site parking and 
refreshments available.  If you would like to see a Shed in action, hopefully a visit can be 
arranged to the Shed at Burrowbridge (on the A361) 
What is a Men’s Shed?  A Men’s Shed is a larger version of a typical man’s shed in the 
garden – a place where he feels at home and pursues practical interests with high 
degree of autonomy.  A Men’s Shed offers this to a group of such men where members 
share the tools and resources they need to work on projects of their own choosing at 
their own pace in a safe, friendly and inclusive venue.  They are places of skill-sharing 
and informal learning, of individual pursuits and community projects, of purpose, 
achievement and social interaction. A place of leisure where men come together to work.  
For more details please contact me. Kim Wilcox Village Agent 07943555519 
kim@somersetrcc.org.uk  Kim Wilcox 

Calling all gardeners! 
If you have a lovely garden which others would enjoy, please think 
about opening it to raise funds for Weston Hospicecare. 
You don’t need a garden worthy of a gold medal at Chelsea - 
gardens of all sizes and styles are what we need.  If your garden is 
attractive and made special by your hard work, love and care, we would like to hear 
from you!  You’ll get lots of support from the Fundraising Team, so please give us a 
call on 01934 423 927 to find out more. Sue Harding 
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WANT TO PLAY THE  
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and  
keyboard teacher in  
Brent Knoll available  
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught. 

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
18th March Alan Castle Night 15th July Music on the Green 
22nd April Jumble Sale  with the Lipinski Band 
10th June Village Fête 16th September Return of Jay Jerome 
   21st October Harvest Supper 
Next meeting –Monday, 13th March, - 8pm, “Jubilee Room” 

Saturday Workshops 
Would you like to; “Have a go at French”, “Try your hand 
at writing Books for Children” or “Try your hand at 
Floristry (small table arrangements)? 
Well, now you can come along to FREE Saturday 
Workshops to be held in Brent Knoll Parish Hall. 
Session times are 9.30am-12.30pm and 1pm-4pm from now until July. 
If you are interested or would like to find out more, please ring 0330 332 7997 or        
e-mail enquiries@sslcourses.co.uk . 
It couldn’t be more convenient, right in the heart of our community. 
Crossword 
Across 
1) Lithe (6) 
4) Veer (6) 
9) Nervous (coll) (7) 
10) Mental picture (5) 
11) Spicy Mexican sauce 

or dip (5) 
12) Supposition (7) 
13) Give and take (5) 
15) Expressionless (5) 
20) Sea-fish of cod family 

(7) 
22) Deep-toned string 

instrument (5) 
24) Permeate (5) 
25) Skittle (7) 
26) Tiresome (6) 
27) Extreme Fear (6) 
 

Down 
1) Most up to date (6) 
2) Pig food (5) 
3) Fruit grove (7) 
5) Complain (5) 
6) Make a new formation (7) 
7) Chancellor’s traditional house number 

(6) 
8) Greek nature goddess (5) 

14) Loudly enough to be heard (7) 
16) Driver’s permit (7) 
17) Absolution (6) 
18) Foul-smelling black and white animal 

(5) 
19) Angular recess (6) 
21 Atlantic, Pacific, etc. (5) 
23 Pariah (5) Roy Ainsworth 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
Spring is just around the corner so why not come and join us at our first meeting of 
the year. 
This will be on Tuesday March 14th at the Manor Hall, Lympsham.   
N.B. Starting 7.30pm.  After a short Annual General Meeting, ‘Islands in the Bristol 
Channel’ will be the topic on which Neil Clark will speak. 
Future Meetings 
Tuesday 11th April Cindy Tratt will give a talk about Spring Flowers.  This 

meeting will start at the usual time of 7.45pm 
Tuesday    9th May Blue Flowers for Summer with Ian Parsons at 7.45pm. 
Tuesday 16th May Spring Coffee Morning at Lympsham Sports Pavilion starting 

at 10.00am. Mariette Denison 
Shrove ‘Saturday’ at the Parish Hall  
A busy day at the Parish Hall on 
Saturday February 4th when over a 
100 pancakes were served to 
dozens of ravenous customers 
who ate everything from pancakes 
with sugar and lemon to banana 
and even chicken in a wine sauce.  
The event was run on behalf of the 
women’s section of the Royal 
British Legion and raised money 
for the Legion and its charities.  
The picture shows the motley crew 
who cooked and served the 
pancakes they are Roger and Bella Ward, Steve and Karen Russell, Weit Harper, 
Cynthia Trivett-Bill and Elaine Fuller.  Next year we hope to sell even more pancakes 
if we can find enough pans. Steve Russell 
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KENNY GORDON      
PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD 
FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT 

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel:  01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697 
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Your March Sudokus 
 Looks easy but Diabolical! Hard Sudoku (Win a £5 Prize!) 
 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 1 2 3  4 5  6   
 

B 7 4  2  6 5 1 3   
C 6   7   4   
 

D 3 8   6      
 

E 4 6      3 1
 

F  1 2  4  8  6
 

G 8 7  1  2 3  5
 

H  3  5 7  1  8
 
J          

The first Sudoku looks easy but is in fact harder than the Hard Sudoku!  It is a rare puzzle with 
39 clues, the highest possible with no excess clues.  Send in the answers to the hard one as 
usual.  The £5 prize will go to ballot for the correct answers to both puzzles.  12 persons sent 
entries in for last month’s hard Sudoku.  They were - Klaus Brenner, Jenny Butters, Pauline 
Chadwick, Christine Hall, Mac Hares, Liz Ibrahim, Chris Marsh, Frankie New, Peter Osborn, 
John Spiers, Ted Toon and Gordon Watson.  Peter Osborn won the ballot.  Answers please to 
david@flockman.com or 48 Brent Street. David Filmer 
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request from several competitors) are below:- 

 Easiest Sudoku 7/05/10 Hard Sudoku 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quotes & Quips 
I bought my son a jigsaw, but my wife went mad! She said he could’ve cut his arm off! 
Blessed are those who can give without remembering, and take without forgetting. 
. The Farmer’s Wife 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A         
 

B     1   2   
C   3     4 
 

D      5  
 

E     6  7  
 

F 2 1   8    
 

G   3     
 

H  4   6  9 
 
J 8  5  7    

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 6 4 7 3 8 2 9  5 1
 

B 5 2 8 6 9 1 4 7 3   
C 1 3 9 5 4 7 8  6 2
 

D 9 1 4 7 3 5 6 2 8
 

E 3 6 5  2 1 8 7 9 4
 

F 8 7 2 4 6 9 3 1 5
 

G 4 5 6 9 2 3 1 8 7
 

H 7 8 3 1 5 6 2 4 9
 
J 2 9 1 8 7 4 5 3 6

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 1 9 6 3 5 2 8  7 4 
 

B 3 7 2 9 4 8 5 1 6 
  
C 4 8 5 1 7 6 2 3 9 
 

D 6 5 9 7  2 3 1 4 8 
 

E 8 4 1 5 6 9 7 2 3 
 

F 7 2 3 4 8 1 9 6 5 
 

G 5 6 7 2 9 4 3 8 1 
 

H 2 1 8 6 3 5 4 9 7 
 
J 9 3 4 8 1 7 6 5 2 
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The History of Nursery Rhymes 
London Bridge is Broken Down 

London Bridge is broken down, Dance over my Lady Lee, 
London Bridge is broken down, With a gay ladye. 

How shall we build it up again?  Dance over my Lady Lee, 
How shall we build it up again?  With a gay ladye. 

We’ll build it up with gravel and stone, Dance over my Lady Lee 
We’ll build it up with gravel and stone, With a gay ladye. 

Gravel and stone will be washed away, Dance over my Lady Lee, 
Gravel and stone will be washed away, With a gay ladye. 

We’ll build it up with iron and steel, Dance over my Lady Lee, 
We’ll build it up with iron and steel, With a gay ladye. 

Iron and steel will bend and break, Dance over my Lady Lee, 
Iron and steel will bend and break, With a gay ladye. 

We’ll build it up with silver and gold, Dance over my Lady Lee, 
We’ll build it up with silver and gold, With a gay ladye. 

Silver and gold will be stolen away, Dance over my Lady Lee, 
Silver and gold will be stolen away, With a gay ladye. 

We’ll set a man to watch it then, Dance over my Lady Lee, 
We’ll set a man to watch it then, With a gay ladye. 

Suppose the man should fall asleep, Dance over my Lady Lee, 
Suppose the man should fall asleep, With a gay ladye. 

We’ll put a pipe into his mouth, Dance over my Lady Lee, 
We’ll put a pipe into his mouth, With a gay ladye. 

The original rhyme “London Bridge is broken down” is shown above.  So who was Lady 
Lee?  The origin of this rhyme has its roots in the extraordinary events surrounding King 
Henry VIII 1491 – 1547 and his second wife the tragic Anne Boleyn.  The Lady Lee 
referred to; in the rhyme was in fact, Lady Margaret Wyatt, the sister of the poet Thomas 
Wyatt.  She married Sir Anthony Lee and thus became Lady Lee, the Wyatt’s were 
neighbours of the Boleyn family and Anne and Margaret were childhood friends.  As 
Anne rose in power, Margaret accompanied her, as her trusted Lady in Waiting.  When 
Anne was accused of treason, Thomas was also accused with her but he was later 
released.  Margaret however stayed with Anne until her execution, even attending her on 
the scaffold.  The rhyme is believed to describe the rise and fall of Anne Boleyn, the gay 
lady.  The lyrics used the name Lady Lee to clearly identify the central character of Anne, 
by using the History of London Bridge as an allegory.  More next time. Roger Ward 

Berrow Conservation Group 
“What’s Poo got to do with it?” 
Improvement of the sewage works at Weston Super Mare has brought forth 
certain habitat renewal.  Mark Doughty of Wessex Water has been invited to 
give an illustrated talk on the positive effects of the upgrade of Weston’s sewage works 
on both the bathing water and on wildlife habitats.  There have been improvements for 
over wintering birds and bird watchers alike at the Bleadon Levels Nature Reserve.  You 
are welcome to join us to find out more on Tuesday 28th March at Berrow Village Hall at 
7.30pm.  There is an entry fee of £4 for visitors, and £2 for members, refreshments 
included. Ann Griffiths 
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Bespoke Gates 
and Garage 

Doors Limited 

Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel :  01278 760068

e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality 

bespoke wooden gates
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Another Evening with Alan Castle  
In September last year, the Parish Hall was full of people enjoying an excellent meal, 
which was followed by Alan Castle’s reminiscences of his life as poster artist in London’s 
West End.  His anecdotes were delightful and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening.  
Now Alan has agreed to do what many people on that night requested – to give a master 
class, demonstrating his skills, by drawing on a large-scale canvas.  This time there will 
not be a full sit-down meal, as Alan would like people to mingle and to ask him questions 
about the techniques he uses in his drawing.  So instead of a sit-down meal, we will be 
providing a ploughman’s, which can be eaten as and when you like, whilst watching and 
listening to Alan describing his work.  Many years ago, Alan did a painting at one of our 
BAD nights and many people have subsequently asked to see something similar again. 
So now is your chance.  Make a note in your diary for the 18th March at 7.30pm in the 
Parish Hall.  Tickets, at only £7.50, are available at the Village Shop now, or ring 760 308 
or 760 986. John Page 

LEBE’s Community Café 
We would like to Welcome YOU to LEBE’s Community café.  
Open every Tuesday 10-4.30pm at the Pavilion, Lympsham. 
Come on in for good company, great coffee/tea and excellent 
homemade cakes. 
Make new friends, meet old ones and help to make this the place you 
want to come!  All people, ideas and well behaved dogs welcome. 
Tel: Lynne Booth on 01934 750 589 and 07914 003 323 or Helen 
Bretherton on 01934 750361 and 07740 783251 for more information. 

Lympsham, Eastertown, BrentKnoll and EastBrent Community Café 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Have you noticed all these young men on television growing or trying to grow beards, also 
there’s lots of young lads trying to do the same, at first I thought it was a shortage of 

razorblades” 
“No it’s not that, I told one lad he should stand a bit closer to his mirror, but he didn’t get 

it, he said most chaps don’t have to look in a mirror using electric razors.” 
“It shows, they miss a lot!!” 
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JUMBLE SALE AT THE PARISH HALL
HAVE YOU HAD A SPRING CLEAR OUT AND FOUND LOTS OF CLOTHES AND ITEMS

YOU NO LONGER WANT, BUT DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH THEM?
WE HAVE THE SOLUTION

THE PARISH HALL COMMITTEE, GUIDES, BROWNIES AND RAINBOWS ARE
HOLDING A JOINT

JUMBLE SALE ON 22nd APRIL AT 10.30am
AT THE PARISH HALL – Admission 20p per person

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE SALE PLEASE RING SANDRA ON 01278
760 451 AND YOUR ITEMS WILL BE COLLECTED

OR
YOU CAN DROP OFF YOUR JUMBLE AT THE HALL WHICH WILL BE OPEN FROM

9am on 22nd APRIL

Post Office Counter – Opening times 
From Tuesday 14th March to Friday 17th March the Post Office Counter will only be 
open from 9.00am to 1.00pm. 
Apologies for any inconvenience caused. 
 Manshu Shah (Sub postmaster Brent Knoll) 

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR 
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 

SATURDAY 11th March 
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10.00am to 12 noon 
Locally produced fresh Beef, Pork, Chicken, Goat’s milk, cheese and meat, 

Eggs, Cheese, Pickles and Preserves.  Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, 
Westcroft Cider, Homemade Cakes and Savouries, Phoenix Cards, Handmade 
Cards, Silver & beaded jewellery, Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, 

Dog Treats, Textiles, etc., CDs, DVDs, Books and Bric-a-Brac. 
Plus Raffle 

The Parish Café will be serving drinks & light snacks. 
Entrance FREE 

Good Quality, Clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall (No Electrical Goods, please) 
will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or to Book a Table (£7 per table)  

Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)                                  Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 
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Secure Caravan Storage 
Gary and Sarah Bowden 

G&S Storage 
Tel: 01934 750298 
Mob:07970 950707 

Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ 
www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5 
Insurance approved – CaSSOA (Gold) 

CCTV  
Hard standing with easy access 

Wash facility 
Storage containers to rent 

OPEN ALL YEAR
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Birds of prey and the crow family 
Last month’s piece on Winter thrushes produced some feedback from readers, so here’s 
another piece on birds.  This time it’s about the crow family and birds of prey.  There are 
four members of the crow family that we see regularly around Brent Knoll.  Rooks are 
probably the most common but jackdaws run them a close second.  Both are usually 
seen in flocks, particularly in Winter, often with the two species together.  The jackdaw is 
the smaller bird and, when seen closer up, has a greyish head.  It’s call is a sharp yelp as 
opposed to the caw-caw of the rook.  The carrion crow and rook are the same size and 
are difficult to tell apart at a distance, so much so that birdwatchers sometimes call them 
“crooks”.  However, when seen at close quarters, the rook has a whitish more pointed bill 
and the crow’s bill is darker and stouter with feathers that extend onto its upper bill.  The 
rook also has a pair of “baggy pants” that extend onto its upper leg. 
The fourth crow is the raven, which is a larger bird, almost the size of a small buzzard, 
with a club like tail.  For its size it can be surprisingly agile in the air.  I must say that I find 
crows difficult to tell apart by size, but when the raven “cronks”, as its guttural call is 
known, identification is obvious.  When I first came to Somerset in 1975 ravens were rare 
and only bred on Brean Down.  Now they breed throughout the county. 
Another bird that has increased dramatically in the past forty years is the buzzard, and 
there are probably ten times as many nesting in Somerset as in the 70s.  In the Winter 
they are often seen perching on telegraph poles, particularly near the motorway where 
they are on the lookout for road kills, on which they feed.  In Spring they soar high above 
the Knoll and compete for territory.  You can sometimes see 5 or 6 in the air at one time.  
Both buzzards and ravens nest in woods around the Knoll.  However, ravens do not like 
buzzards, and whenever you hear the “cronk” of a raven in Spring you are likely to see a 
buzzard being mobbed by 2 or 3 ravens. 
There are two other birds of prey that are common around Brent Knoll.  The kestrel is 
much more visible as it hovers over rough ground looking for small mammals.  You can 
often see them hunting the slopes on the top of the Knoll.  Sparrow hawks are seen less 
often because they tend to fly low hugging the hedgerows so that they can surprise small 
birds with a swift “snatch attack”.  Many people will have seen them attack birds in their 
garden as they feed at the bird table.  However, in Spring they can soar like buzzards.  
They will then be mobbed, usually by smaller members of the crow family.  Finally you 
might be lucky enough to see a peregrine falcon flying over Brent Knoll.  They nest in 
inaccessible places on the Mendips and will often travel significant distances to hunt.  On 
one occasion I heard a series of shrieking calls coming from the direction of St Michael’s 
and rushed up to the hill to get a magnificent view of a peregrine perching on the tower. 
Once again the advice is to keep your binoculars handy as you walk around Brent Knoll. Ged 

TENNIS CLUB 
WHISTDRIVE 

Monday March 13th 
Ivy Hall, Brent Knoll 

By kind permission of Frances James 

7.00pm start £1.50 
Prizes, Raffle and Refreshments 
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – January 2017 
High pressure dominated much of January’s weather, so it was generally a calm 
and dry month.  It didn’t start that way though: New Year’s Day was dull and 
dismal as a cold front passed through, bringing rain in the morning and a mass of 
cold air for a chilly afternoon.  We can forgive the latter, because behind the cold 
air was a high pressure system from the Atlantic and the 2nd was a complete 
contrast – calm and crisp with clear blue skies.  That’s more like it. 
The high drifted slowly east bringing sunshine by day and frosts at night, and by 
the 6th, it was far enough east to allow Atlantic lows to make their presence felt 
again: although it was much milder, the second week of January was foggy, dull 
and wet as a procession of lows moved through. 
On the 12th, a deep low formed off Norway and moved south along the Norwegian coast: a 
classic set-up for a North Sea surge putting the east coast at risk of flooding.  As it turned 
out, all was well, but there is a fine line between a non-event and serious inundation.  It 
could easily have gone the other way. 
Meanwhile, we were sandwiched between that low to our east and a high to the west, pulling 
down cold and dry polar air to keep temperatures low, despite some sunshine.  This high 
also moved in from the Atlantic to bring a second spell of calm weather, but this time it was 
dull because cloud was trapped under the high with no strength in the sun to burn it off.  The 
cloud meant no overnight frosts, but the absence of sunshine made it feel colder than it was. 
As the high moved off east, a mass of very cold air moved slowly towards us from the 
continent, arriving here during the evening of the 18th.  The drop in temperature was very 
noticeable, with an air frost that night, the first since the cold spell at the start of the month, 
and we were in the unusual situation of the south of the UK being much colder than the 
north. 
The high remained over the continent but close enough to protect us from Atlantic lows, and 
we saw another spell of clear, crisp weather with sharp frosts – the lowest temperature was 

4.7°C (24°F) early on the 21st.  By now, this looked likely to be an unusually cold and dry 
January, but it ain’t over till it’s over and it was all change for the last few days of the month.  
The first clue was a biting easterly wind on the 26th, feeding a queue of Atlantic lows, which 
were moving in our direction as our guardian high drifted away further east. 
The rain from these lows began on the 27th, and in the clearance after heavy rain early on 
the 28th, we were treated to some magnificent cloudscapes above heavy convective 
showers.  The last five days of January produced more rain than the rest of the month put 
together and brought the total to 56.8mm (2.2in) – on the dry side for January, but not 
exceptional. 
The average temperature was 5.0°C (41°F), a little below normal and boosted by mild 
weather at the end of the month.  Gales were noticeable by their absence, thanks to the 
calming influence of those high pressure systems – quite a benign January overall. 
 Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY 
our Parish Clerk, Owen Cullwick 
will be holding a Parish Surgery on 

Thursday, March 2nd 

4pm to 5.30pm 
Jubilee Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Please use this opportunity to meet your Parish Clerk to discuss any issues 
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More Ramblings of a Rambler 
From time to time our household receives strange telephone calls, but the 
one I am about to relate to you was the strangest one of all.  The rambleress 
and I had been out and, after being welcomed home by the dogs, we set 
about carrying out our routine tasks, one of which is checking the answering 
machine.  The phone light was flashing indicating there was a new message 
waiting to be heard, so we pressed the play button and waited.  After a pause, the speaker 
came alive with noises that were spine chilling; noises that you hear on a horror movie, 
noises that sounded like a cat being tortured and, after what seemed a life time, it stopped. 
What was the purpose of the phone call and what were the very strange noises we had 
heard.  Our daughter’s voice then came on the phone telling us that our eldest 
granddaughter is learning to play the Violin and we had just heard her first recital.  It 
reminded me of the words uttered by Eric Morecombe to Andre Previn, “I have been playing 
all the right notes, but not necessarily in the right order”. 
The countryside has suddenly burst into colour after a few drab months, the days are 
lengthening and also becoming slightly warmer.  Our chickens are beginning to remember 
how to lay eggs and cannot wait until they are allowed to free range again, so hopefully, by 
the time you read this, the Avian Flu ban will be over.  I hope you have been busy erecting 
bird boxes and have not forgotten the insects who also require somewhere to live.  A nice 
pile of rotten wood is ideal.  We are regularly visited by two Foxes and how do we know they 
are not one of the same?  It’s because one has a limp in one of its hind legs.  They are 
looking for an opportune moment to grab a chicken and run.  Our neighbour, who also has 
chickens and ducks, is busy reinforcing her property to make it fox proof as she has been 
visited by Raynard on several occasions.  The Roe deer continue to multiply and are making 
a nuisance of themselves as I know of one allotment holder, who has given up cultivation of 
a rural plot because as soon as the produce appears, it is eaten.  So it’s obvious the deer 
are not like school children, they can’t wait to eat their greens! The Rambler 

Local hospice opens registration for fundraising challenges 
Weston Hospicecare has opened its 2017 calendar of events, which 
offer participants an opportunity to have fun whilst raising much-
needed funds for the hospice.  The three main events include: 
• the Mendip Challenge (which will take place on 4th June 2017);  
• the brand new Bubble Rush (which will take place on 5th Aug); & 
• the Midnight Beach Walk (which will take place on 30th Sept). 
‘We’re pleased to be bringing back the Mendip Challenge for the 28th year, as it’s been such a 
huge success,’ said Kelsey Dehaney, event fundraiser at Weston Hospicecare.  ‘In addition to 
the Mendip Challenge, we’re also bringing back the Midnight Beach Walk, which will take place 
on the beach in Weston-super-Mare, and we’re introducing the exciting new Bubble Rush event, 
which will take place in APEX Park in Burnham-on-Sea.’ 
Mendip Challenge participants can choose from a 10-, 20- or 30-mile hike across the Mendip 
Hills in aid of the hospice.  The Bubble Rush is geared toward families, so participants can run, 
walk or toddle through a sea of bubbles on the 5K course.  The Midnight Beach Walk is a 
women’s only event that offers participants the opportunity to walk in celebration or 
remembrance of loved ones. 
Kelsey said, ‘We’re so happy with how successful our 2016 events were, and we wanted to 
make sure the events we offer in 2017 are even better.  We’ve worked hard to make sure 
there’s something for everyone.  Our services and care cover such a wide area, so we wanted 
to make sure that our events do, too.  We’re delighted to introduce a new event in Burnham-on-
Sea, and we hope everyone will find some way to help support the hospice through these 
brilliant events.”  
Registration is now open for all of Weston Hospicecare’s 2017 events.  Visit         
Weston Hospicecare’s website to sign up. 
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0786674499501278 641516 
www.markkitchensandmore.co.uk

Sandale House, Mark.
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Diary for March 2017 Page 
  1st Ash Wednesday   3 
  1st SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish  Your House   Early!!  
  1st Table Tennis Club (Every Wednesday) Parish Hall   9.00-10.00pm  
  2nd Parish Surgery [Note Thursday] Jubilee Room   4.00-5.30pm 7,44 
  2nd Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room   7.00pm 7 

Parish Council Meeting [Note Thursday] Jubilee Room to follow immediately 
  2nd All-Sorts Community Choir (Every Thursday) St Mary’s Church, EB   7.30pm  
  3rd Women’s World Day of Prayer Methodist Church 10.30am 12 
  6th Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday) Parish Hall   2.00pm  
  6th Classical Music Group Ball Copse Hall   7.00pm  
  7th LEBE’s Community Café (Every Tuesday) Pavilion, Lympsham 10.00-4.30pm 39 
  7th Toddlers (Every Tuesday) Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 4 
  7th Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St. Michael’s Church   7.30pm-9pm 32 
  8th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste  Your House   Early!!  
  8th Women’s Institute – ‘Tony Bagwell’ Parish Hall   2.30pm 23 
  9th Men’s Sheds Old Courthouse, BoS   7.00-9pm 28 
11th Bazaar, Farmers’ Market & Parish Café  Parish Hall 10.00am 31,40 
13th Commonwealth Day 
13th Meet & Eat Nuttall Room 12.30pm 23 
13th Tennis Club Whist Drive Ivy Hall   7.00pm 43 
13th Parish Hall Committee Meeting Jubilee Room   8.00pm 31 
14th Lympsham Gardening Club incl. AGM Manor Hall, Lympsham   7.30pm 32 
15th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
15th DEADLINE FOR APRIL BRENT KNOLL NEWS 12.00 noon 50 
15th Good Companions - ‘Good Companions Past’ Parish Hall   2.30pm 16 
16th Parish Council – Provisional Planning Meeting Jubilee Room   7.30pm  
16th Comfort Group Wayfarers   2.30-4.30pm 12 
17th Mobile Library [Friday] Village Shop 10.05-10.50am 16 
18th Another Evening with Alan Castle Parish Hall   7.30pm 27,31,39 
20th WI Craft Group Methodist Schoolroom   2.30pm 16 
20th Alzheimer & Dementia Carers Group Brentcombe House   4.00pm 12 
21st Girls Just Wanna Have Fun – Skittles t.b.c. 7.30pm 23 
22nd SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste  Your House   Early!!  
23rd Bereavement Friends Group 87, Brent Street   2.30pm 12 
26th Mothering Sunday    3 
28th Berrow Conservation Group – Wessex Water Berrow Village Hall   7.30pm 36 
30th Women’s Society – ‘Hotpot Supper’ Wick Farm   8.00pm 23 
Anything missing? Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Event Diary & on Website 
Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then why not 
share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your article interesting. 
Your village magazine is now on the village website (address below).  Register on the 
website so that, when it’s updated, you will be e-mailed, keeping up with what’s happening! 
DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL 2017 ISSUE –  
All contributions to be received by NOON on Wednesday, 15th March, to:- 
Bob, e-mail: bob@flockman.com or Wascelyn, 48, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4DT 
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or represent the standpoint 
of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
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