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BRENT TREE SERVICES
Proprietor
David Bateman
NCH(Arb)1994 : Tech. Cert.(Arbor.A)2011

FOR ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK
Fully Insured

19 Killarney Ave, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1NB

TEL: 01278 787187

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

The Parish of Three Saints

St Christopher, Lympsham

St Michael, Brent Knoll

St Mary, East Brent

Contacts

Rector of The Benefice of Three Saints
Reverend Kevin Wright
The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ
Tel 01278 760844 or Mobile 07764 170463
e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com

Friday is the Vicar's day of rest
Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ
Tel 01278 769082
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com
Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk
Churchwardens
St Michael’s, Brent Knoll
Frances James 01278 760287
Mike Smith
01278 760691 / mjbsmith87@gmail.com
Church Treasurer – Jim Hanmer
01934 750076 / office.tpots@gmail.com
PCC Secretary – Mrs Carole Carter
01278 769082 / office.tpots@gmail.com�
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Baptisms
To arrange a Baptism, contact the Rector or Church
Administrator.
Please also see Church of England website for more
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org

Weddings
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates
and times, also talk with you about the qualifying
connection you must have with the Parish and to take your
contact details.
You will then be contacted by The Rector to arrange a
mutually convenient time to meet to discuss your
commitment and requirements.
Please also see Church of England website for more
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org

Funerals
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Church
Administrator or Rector to arrange your requirements.
*******************

Visit our website –
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Facebook: TPOTS
Twitter: @TPOTS6

Public Worship and Private Prayer - January 2021

Please go to the website: www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk for the latest
news about services in church and on-line.
‘Congregational Carol singing is not permitted in church’
*Online worship can be accessed on YouTube
Search for “Three Saints Revd Kevin” or go to www.theparishofthreesaints.org for a link

For your safety
The church buildings are currently locked at all other times.
Please do not ask for access.
Please check at www.theparishofthreesaints.org for latest updates

Church Register –
At Rest -

Kevin Wright

Alan Mayo

Taunton Military wives choir
Following the postponement of the visit by Taunton Military Wives choir to St.
Michaels in May 2020, we are pleased to say we are in discussion with them and
hope they will be able to come in September 2021.
More details to follow as soon as we have confirmation of a date (Covid permitting).
Mike and Margaret Smith
JANUARY
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com)
Minister

Revd. Steve Bennett

If someone had told us this time last year that our Chapel at Brent Knoll would close in
March and not re-open for the rest of the year, I’m not sure how we would have reacted. But
I am sure that one of the reactions would have included disbelief. Brent Knoll Methodist
Church has played its part in village life for such a long time that the thought of it closing for
nigh on a year would have been unthinkable.
Yet the unthinkable happened. In fact, quite a few unthinkable things happened during
2020. As I’m writing this towards the end of the year, I’m wondering if any of us envisaged a
year of face coverings, social distancing, constant hand sanitising and, possibly worst of all,
a year with little or no hugs. There must be precious few people who won’t be sorry to see
the back of this taxing, trying - and at times downright frightening - year.
But as we come out of the seasons of Advent and Christmas and look forward to 2021, there
is surely much to be hopeful about. Vaccinations, lighter evenings and the promise of
Spring and warmer weather. Here at the Methodist Church, we are looking forward, with
hope, to an Easter where we can at last physically meet together in worship and fellowship.
And what a special time that will be for us.
Our congregation is a close one, but not a closed one - when we re-open we will welcome
everybody with joy! But being part of a close community of faith has ensured that we have
kept in contact with each other, checking that each and every one is OK. Sometimes, it just
takes a chat on the phone to lift the spirits of those who have had to self-isolate and we are
all grateful for the pastoral care provided and shared by our members.
From all of us here at the Methodist Church, to each and every one of you, we wish you a
year of hope. A New and fresh Year where we may come out of the shadow of Covid with,
hopefully, a new appreciation of being free to go where we want, when we want - and yes to hug our friends and families again. May 2021 bring you all peace and hope for a Happy
New Year. And may God continue to bless us all and keep us safe.
Rosemary Krull

Toddlers

This report has been kindly submitted by The Teddies:
January sees the days lengthening, we have passed the shortest day and the
evenings will begin to be lighter.
Although many trees now have no leaves, if you look closely, you can see tiny
leaf buds beginning to show ready to grow into new leaves in the Spring.
When you are next out and about on a walk, have a look.
January is also the month the baby Jesus receives some visitors, Three Kings, who
travel from a faraway country riding on their camels, guided by a bright star. They give
this special baby gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh and we have our king and camel
crib figures ready to put out around the baby Jesus.
We wonder if we will get any snow this month. Don’t forget to wrap up warm when you
go outside. Some of the teddies even wear two pairs of gloves when it is very cold and
we have a hot drink every day when we get back from our walks.
We would like to wish “Happy Birthday” to Ralph, Joey, Tommy, Oliver and Jane who all
have birthdays in January.
We would also like to wish you, your families and carers good health for the New Year
and all the toys send you lots of love. We miss you so much and when it is safe, we will
be able to have fun together again.
The Teddies, (with only a little help from Jane)
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We never forget
you have a choice
Our new showroom at East Brent has been
designed to give customers the chance to
review our extensive product range in a
relaxed, peaceful environment. Unfortunately
we cannot open the showroom fully until
restrictions are lifted but we can offer you
the option of a virtual tour or a visit by
appointment. Please ring us for more details.
8 Mill Batch Farm, East Brent,
Near Highbridge, TA9 4JN

Tel: 01278 760616 / 01749 671431
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com
www.thekingfisherfamily.com
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Computer Problems? We come to you!
Services include:
• Problem Solving & Repairs • Broadband Problems
• iPhone/iPad help
• Virus/Spyware Removal • Performance Improvement • Upgrades
• New PC Systems
• Wireless Networking
• Websites
Mobile engineers covering Burnham, Highbridge, W-s-M
and surrounding villages

Engineer: 0 7 9 7 3 5 3 6 2 9 9
Office: 01278 787846
E-mail enquiry: sales@e-cps.co.uk

www.e-cps.co.uk
Serving home & business users for over 15 years

Est. 1996

SHORT NOTICE VISITS OFTEN POSSIBLE • EVENINGS & WEEKENDS ALSO AVAILABLE

TRU-CLEAN
W I N D
W
C L E A N I N G
Domes�c & commercial windows
Conservatory roofs
Solar panels

Power washing
Gu�er / fascia / soﬃt cleaning
UPVC restora�on

Tel: 07378 194141
Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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News from the Parish Council
Virtual Meetings in December

Councillors attending: Cllrs Borland, Camp, Filmer, Freestone, Harper, Holmes, Hurkett,
Knott, Summers, Trivett-Bill and Townsend (Chairman). The Clerk and 1 member of public.

Planning Matters
07/20/00021: Change of use of land from agricultural to a glamping site and siting of 10
portable accommodation pods at Laurel Farm, Vole Road, Mark, TA9 4P.
Response: The Council unanimously resolved to support the proposed development of
Laurel Farm. This decision was taken on the grounds of Diversification and the
development of economic sustainability.
07/20/00022: Erection of a single storey extension on site of existing conservatory (to be
demolished) and installation of covered outdoor seating area and bin store at Ollies Café,
Bristol Road, Brent Knoll, TA9 4HJ.
Response: The Council unanimously agreed to support the proposal on the grounds of
business development and sustainable credentials and to improve overall facilities.
11/20/00123: Continued use of land for combined agricultural and equestrian uses
Retention of stables, steel storage container, feed store and ménage (completed)
Retention of agricultural feed and machinery store (under construction) at Land to the
West of Brent Knoll Animal Centre Brent Road Brent Knoll.
Response: The Council unanimously decided to support the proposed changes on the
grounds of improved use of available resources continued sustainable use of the land to
support the animal welfare services of the unit.
Decisions were taken on the following Matters
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

To consider the request from Burton Row residents for weight limits and to forward the
Parish Councils support with conditions that it should also include Brent Street to avoid
diverting the problem of heavy vehicles to this area.
To Approve the location of a new Dog Bin.
To consider updated information on the Speed Indicator Device.
Revised and updated Policies were adopted.
Updated Information on 20mph considerations near the school and timings of
installation by the end of 2021 or early 2022.

Reports were received from

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

County and District reports from Cllr Filmer.
Footpaths Updates from the footpaths team.
Highways report from Cllr Borland.
Village Green Report from duty Councillor.
Police and Crime Report and Ham Road Speed watch group.

Finance Reports

The Clerk presented a budget in line with previous discussions and the Parish Council.
Matters of Report for Next meeting - set a precept for 2021/22 of £35,000.

Meeting Times

The Parish Council next Virtual meeting on January 6th, 7pm. If anyone wishes to join the
meeting, can they please contact the clerk in advance.
A full set of minutes available on the website or by email request to the clerk.

Contact the Clerk for any Council matters
Owen J Cullwick, Tel No. 07917 445 215 clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk
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Bishop’s letter - One more step

January takes its name from the Roman god, Janus, who is usually
depicted as having two faces, looking both to the future and the
past. At the start of a New Year it is good to do the same.
2020 will sadly be remembered as the year disrupted by COVID-19.
Cracks in our care for each other have been revealed and it has had
a disproportionate effect on those already vulnerable or deprived. It
showed us that those who are most essential to our needs, those
who clean and serve and care, are often those valued least in our economy.
However, we also saw extraordinary acts of kindness and compassion, as churches
and communities worked together to provide comfort, support, and practical care.
So, what of 2021? The temptation may be to forget what we have learnt, to paper
over the cracks, ignore what has been uncomfortable and to seek comfort in the
familiar. I hope we don’t. 2020 opened our eyes to the harm caused when people
are excluded on the basis of race, ability, gender, sexual orientation or wealth. Jesus
calls us to a better way. Jesus broke the bounds of exclusion, refusing to accept the
social norms and speaking to Samaritans, women, Gentiles, tax collectors and
sinners. He teaches that the first shall be last and the last first. He reconciles
humanity to God through his death and resurrection.
As we look forward to 2021, we need to think again about what it means to follow
Christ and to build our lives and communities based on mutual love, respect and
service. ‘For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his
life as a ransom for many.’
May we all know the Lord’s leading and guiding as we step out into a New Year.
With my warmest greetings.
Bishop Peter

Crossword Answers - December
Across 1) Lissom
4) Swerve
9) Twitchy
10) Image
11) Salsa
12) Premise
13) Bandy
15) Blank

20)
22)
24)
25)
26)
27)

Haddock
Cello
Imbue
Ninepin
Trying
Terror

Down
1)
2)
3)
5)
6)
7)
8)
14)

Latest
Swill
Orchard
Whine
Realign
Eleven
Nymph
Audibly

16)
17)
18)
19)
21)
23)

Licence
Shrift
Skunk
Corner
Ocean
Leper

Roy
Ainsworth

Sedgemoor North West Beat Team

PCSO 7675 Sam Piers
07889 655184
Sam.piers@avonandsomers
et.police.uk
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PC 2357 Tracey Jones
07889 657944
Tracey.jones@avonandsom
erset.police.uk

PCSO 8338 Steve Hemmett
07889 655212
Stephen.hemmett@avonand
somerset.police.uk
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Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.
We understand the expense of maintaining
your home and we work with you to take the
stress out of funding repairs, improvements or
adaptations.
We see you as an individual, not a credit score.
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide
you through the process of applying for a home
improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment
or more information visit
www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

ROSEMARY’S FLORIST
Family-owned Local Qualified Florist

Friendly, Personalised Service
Arrangements, Bouquets & Gifts
Weddings • Funerals • All Special Occasions
Same Day Local & Nationwide Deliveries
Interflora Member

Tel: 01278 784446

www.rosemarysflorist.co.uk

5 Regent Street, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 1AX
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VIRTUAL
SHOWCASE
Tuesday 19 January 2021
6pm – 8pm
Join us online and find all the information
about College you need to choose the
right course for you.

Pre-register

NOW

www.btc.ac.uk

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST | www.btc.ac.uk

ALL YOUR
UNDERGROUND TANKS AND DRAINAGE
PRODUCTS
Septic Tanks
Pumping Station
Sewage Treatment Plants
Cesspools
Rainwater Recycling Units
OTHER SERVICES
Free Consultation
Tank and Drainage Installation
Servicing and Breakdown on
Pumping Stations, Treatment Systems etc.
Bespoke Tanks Designed and Manufactured
Exemption/Discharge Obtained
After Sales Support

Tel: 01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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Let’s All Drink to Lockdown
By Jan Beaumont ©

I’m normally a social girl
I love to meet my mates
But lately with the virus here
We can’t go out the gates.

We didn’t mind the change of pace
Because our lives were full
But to bury us before we’re dead
Is like red rag to a bull!

You see, we are the ‘oldies’ now
We need to stay inside
If they haven’t seen us for a while
They’ll think we’ve upped and died.

So here you find me stuck inside
For 4 weeks, maybe more
I finally found myself again
Then I had to close the door!

They’ll never know the things we did
Before we got this old
There wasn’t any Facebook
So not everything was told.

It didn’t really bother me
I’d while away the hour
I’d bake for all the family
But I’ve got no bloody flour!

We may seem sweet old ladies
Who would never be uncouth
But we grew up in the 60s –
If you only knew the truth!

Now Netflix is just wonderful
I like a gutsy thriller
I’m swooning over Idris
Or some random sexy killer.

There was sex and drugs and rock ‘n roll
The pill and miniskirts
We smoked, we drank, we partied
And were quite outrageous flirts.

At least I’ve got a stash of booze
For when I’m being idle
There’s wine and whiskey, even gin
If I’m feeling suicidal!

Then we settled down, got married
And turned into someone’s mum,
Somebody’s wife, then nana,
Who on earth did we become?

So let’s all drink to lockdown
To recovery and health
And hope this bloody virus
Doesn’t decimate our wealth.
We’ll all get through the crisis
And be back to join our mates
Just hoping I’m not far too wide
To fit through the flaming gates!

Thanks to Liz Bream for sharing this poem with us.
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R. MILLARD
 SON
PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service
Private Chapel of Rest

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA
Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged
Memorials Supplied
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CHIMNEY
SWEEP
ROB HEMBROW
01934 732998
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
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2021 – New Life

It’s hard to believe that already, as we go into January, that wildlife
is already starting to breed. The sound of the female fox calling at
night is a timely reminder that wildlife is already looking for mates.
The badger may well have already had her cubs but she will keep
them warm and safe underground until the cubs are nearly three
months old, only then will they come above ground. Born blind naked and deaf they are
very vulnerable, and the sow rarely leaves them at this early age.
Each year we get very tiny badger cubs brought into us because
dogs have entered a sett and pulled a cub out. Cubs so tiny are
very hard to rear. So please remember when walking your dog
that they don’t start worrying around a badger sett. We have
certainly cared for a lot of hedgehogs this Winter too with nearly
100 hogs in care at one time.
The cold weather is always a difficult time of year for all wildlife, so
a fresh bowl of water and food made available in really cold weather is very welcome
especially when there are hard frosts. The race is on to find the first daffodils and already the
crocus are beginning to show themselves. It is a difficult month after the joy and festivities of
Christmas to then go into a cold month when we may well be on lock down again. But our
days are starting to get longer. There are fantastic natural sights to be seen with the
murmurations of the starlings and flocks of young swans out in the fields in the Somerset
Moors.
With a vaccine in sight and the knowledge that spring will soon be bursting into life, we really
do have much to look forward to. As I have mentioned before, there is a great deal of
building work going on at Secret World, but we are still here to offer advice and to accept
wildlife casualties just as we have always done. Our contact number is 01278 783250.
Pauline Kidner, Founder of Secret World Wildlife Rescue

Front Cover Photos -

Thanks to Tony Gilbert for the front cover picture.
JANUARY
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Women’s Institute

We wish all our members a very Happy and Healthy New Year and
hopefully a better one than this past year. Unfortunately we are unable
to give you good news about our meetings. We are entirely dependent
on the opening of the Parish Hall and the Covid rules and regulations
which seem to change at regular intervals. In the meantime, you will continue to
receive the County News and the WI Life magazine and any relevant information
received from County.
Do take care, keep smiling, and be positive.
Best wishes from the WI Committee.
JMG, Brent Knoll WI Committee

WI Craft Group

Although we are unable to meet, our members and others continue to knit hats and
scarves for Seafarers as well as blankets for both premature babies and adults with
dementia for which they and us are grateful.
We look forward to meeting again sometime this year and not only to show or explain
what crafting we’ve done, but also to explain how it’s helped us to keep busy during
this strange time.
If anyone is having itchy fingers and would like to knit for a worthwhile cause, please
contact me and I should be able to help with patterns, wool etc.
Happy New Year.
Margaret Smith 01278 760691

Women’s Society

A Very Healthy and Happy New Year to you All.
We trust that you were able to enjoy your Christmas although very different from the
normal one. I received news at Christmas from Judy, who used to live in East Brent
and moved to Bedfordshire. She loves her new house and huge garden but misses
her friends in Brent Knoll and sends you her best wishes.
We still have no idea when we will be able to resume our monthly meetings but really
hope it will be very soon. We do miss seeing you all.
Ann and Julie

Pastoral Care Groups

Although the groups can’t meet physically, we’ve been keeping an eye on our
members through phone calls, emails etc.
The Alzheimer and Dementia Carer group has been meeting fortnightly on a Monday
afternoon through Zoom. If anyone is interested in joining them, please phone Carla
Searle on 01278 760041 or email geoffreysl@aol.com.
Mrs Kim Wilcox, the village agent, also attends the meetings.
The Parish of Three Saints Pastoral Care team have also been busy keeping an eye
on people in the community, phoning, getting shopping, dog walking, prayer requests
and volunteering to deliver newspapers etc. As well as doing training courses on
zoom.
Parents of those recently baptised in our parish, have also been emailed to say that
we are thinking of them and given links to online services, contact details etc.
If there is anyone who would value a chat, please contact Anthony on 07701 081077
or email lpacare.tpots@gmail.co.uk.
Margaret Smith, 01278 760691
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Misted Up Double Glazed
Unit Replacement
Broken Glass Repairs
New Work
Mirrors
Telephone

07539 291804
TELEPHONE 01278 794510
MOBILE

EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk

Azure
Plumbing And Heating

07446 433 149
azurepandh@gmail.com
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Your Local Funeral Services
Burnham Funeral Services

Richard Marsh Funeral Services

Burnham

Highbridge

01278 588 117

01278 588 216

www.burnhamfuneralservicesltd.co.uk

www.richardmarshfuneralservices.co.uk

97 Oxford Street, TA8 1EW

98 Church Street, TA9 3HR

We are here to help 24 hours a day

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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Brent Knoll House Histories

European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 49

Last month I said we would look at some Park Farm beams, which are, of course, a wellknown feature of many old houses. Beams can be used to help determine the antiquity of a
house, but one does have to be a little careful, as beams can be replaced but also, as they
have become fashionable again, some modern examples do appear in houses of differing
dates which emulate features of more ancient times.
Houses have always employed timbers of some sort in their roof structures (I have not
checked out the roof structure of Park Farm, though, if the original timbers still exist, they
may be able to help date the property). However, until chimneys became common, most
houses were open to the roof. In those days, the hall was the major room of the house and it
would be kept warm with an open fire placed on a stone in the centre of the room. To allow
the smoke to dissipate without getting in everyone’s eyes, it was necessary to ensure no
obstacle impeded it from rising into the roof. When those roof timbers still exist, they often
have smoke blackening, which is a strong indicator that they were in existence prior to the
advent of chimneys. In the more important houses, the roof timbers could be quite ornate,
as they were a major display feature of the building.
Once chimneys were introduced, it was now possible to utilise the top part of the building, by
inserting a floor to create an upper storey (some houses did have a solar even earlier than
this. A Solar was a partial upper floor at one end of the building, normally used as a private
bedchamber). The main beams supporting the upper floor joists and floorboards, were
normally exposed below (though some very rich people did have plaster ceilings even then)
and their style changed over time. As guests now saw these beams, rather than the roof
timbers, they would become the focal
point of the room, so were often
decorated in some way. Some early
beams were moulded, some were
panelled and most were chamfered.
Chamfering is the removal of the
square edge of the timber and both it
and, if it was used, the moulding of
the edge of the beam, were designed
to ensure that there was no sharp
edge on which to hit your head.
Whilst beams were chamfered inside
the room, they usually returned to
square when they reached the wall.
Notably, this beam (above) is obviously chamfered, but does not square at the wall. Which
means either it was inserted later, that the wall has been modified at some point after the
beam was inserted, or that it is one of the rare examples of chamfers continuing into the
wall. The chamfering, however, does appear to be comparable in size to that on most 17th
century beams.
Continued on page 20
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued

wished to insert something which was
too tall for the beam and,
consequently, a chunk of wood has
been carved out where the beam
meets the wall and, presumably, when
this was being done, a portion of the
run out has come away as well. It is
also noticeable that the chamfer is not
smooth, which probably means
someone has chipped away at it
sometime after it was installed. That is
also obvious from the fact that the
edges of the chamfer fan out
somewhat from the stop, suggesting
someone has widened the chamfer
rather crudely.

When a chamfered beam returns
to square it is said to ‘run out’
and often some form of ‘stop’ is
used to interface between the
chamfer and the squared timber.
In this particular case, however,
(see left) there is no stop, only a
simple run out.
Also within Park Farm is another
beam (below), which has
obviously had some alterations
made to it. Originally it would
have had a plain stop and a flat
triangular shaped run out, by the
looks of it. Apparently, someone

Were those changes also done at
the time when the beam was
enclosed? Notice the nails just
above the chamfer, which suggest
that a covering was placed over the
beam at some point.
Finally, this beam (left) has a very
narrow chamfer and has no run out
into the wall, which suggests it is a
later addition.
Beams often have stories to tell.
John Page (myrtle.bk@gmail.com)
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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PAUL DIXON
Carpenter & Joiner
Builder
Extensions
Loft Conversions
Conservatories
Porches Timber/uPVC
Windows/Doors
Staircase
Fitted Furniture

Free Advice and Estimates

Tel: 01278 760521
‘Apple Down’, 76 Brent Street, Brent Knoll,
Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

JA Ross Electrical
Services Ltd

Domestic • Commercial • Industrial • Agricultural
All Works Fully Guaranteed, Insured and Certified

Email: jaross2@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01278 760049

Mob: 07850 000406
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AUTOMANIA

GARAGE SE RVIC E S
CAR &
VAN HIRE

DAY OR
WEEKLY RATES

MOT TESTING
VEHICLE
SERVICING
& REPAIR

01278 784792

30 Berrow Road, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 2EX
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Your Community Shop

Somerset’s “Emergency Covid Shop” is ready for Xmas
…and features on a National Video

Somerset’s “Emergency Shop”, established within ten days of the first lock-down, is
still thriving and ready for Christmas, as the county copes with a second lock-down.
With Christmas trees now available from the community-run shop, they will also be
hosting mulled-wine and mince-pie events on Saturday 12th and Saturday 19th
December, as well as running a raffle for a hamper of shop-produce in aid of the
village church.
Meanwhile, the Brent Knoll “Emergency Shop” community initiative was chosen as
one of four rural responses to the Covid crisis for a national on-line event.
The Plunkett Foundation, which has helped more than 300 village community
ventures, featured the Brent Knoll achievement in a video, which can be viewed at:
https://youtu.be/251lZ3Wv2bw.
“From day one of the first lock-down, we have striven to ensure the safety of our
customers and our volunteers with strict Covid rules”, said David Sturgess, Secretary
of the Brent Knoll Community Shop.
“But we have also seen how our coffee-mornings, village bake-off, and other events
have meant so much to our fellow villagers who are isolated by Covid. So our plans
for Christmas events, while Covid-safe, are geared to keeping our community
together”, he added.
David Sturgess: david.sturgess@tiscali.co.uk or 01278-760621

Just for Fun
Top Ten silliest questions asked on a Cruise Ship Paul Grayson, Cruise Director for the Royal Caribbean Cruise Line

1)

Do these steps go up or down?

2)

What do you do with the beautiful ice carvings after they melt?

3)

Which elevator do I take to get to the
front of the ship?

4)

Does the crew sleep on the ship?

5)

Is this island completely surrounded by
water?

6)

Does the ship make its own electricity?

7)

Is it salt water in the toilets?

8)

What elevation are we at?

9)

There’s a photographer on board who takes photos and displays them the next
day… the question was asked: “If the pictures aren’t marked, how will I know
which ones are mine?”

10) What time is the Midnight Buffet being served?
JANUARY

Sonja Moore
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Say yes to a low-cardboard Christmas

With the festive season here, do what you can to keep waste to a minimum.
Food: Holiday meal planning will make sure you cut food waste by buying only what
you need and eating all you buy.
Decorations: Winter foliage, paper and card are the perfect substitutes for plastic, as
is a real tree unless your artificial one lasts for many years.
Gifts: Keep a lid on the cardboard by thinking outside the box when shopping online
– vouchers, digital subscriptions and memberships make great gifts and no
packaging. Shop local, ask for wish lists, invest in presents of real quality that last - or
give a free but priceless gift of time, with promises to help with all that 2021 will bring,
from decluttering to gardening.
Wrap: Use paper wrapping. Glitter, plastic or metallic wrapping cannot be recycled
so will need to go straight into the rubbish. Reuse wrapping if you can, or put it in the
correct kerbside recycling box. Got lots? Take it all to one of our 16 recycling sites.
Each will have a special drop-off point just for wrapping paper.
Tree: Compost your real Christmas tree at home or add it to your garden’s wildlife
corner. If you subscribe to the garden waste service, leave the tree next to your
green bin for collection. Not a subscriber? Decoration-free trees must be taken to a
recycling site; they will not be collected from the kerbside.
BTW: There are no garden waste collections Friday 25th December - Friday 8th
January (inclusive). Friday 8th January collections will be a day later; garden waste
pick-ups restart from Monday 11th January.
Recycling sites: These are on Winter hours, except all close as usual on Christmas
Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. They are a good way to dispose of large
loads, especially if weather delays collections. Be sure to socially distance and follow
all other safety guidance. Empty cardboard boxes of plastic and other packaging,
then flatten them before you come.
Collections: Recycling and rubbish collection days change over Christmas. Check
your days using My Collection Day at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk or contact your
council customer services.
North winds: In severe weather, check the website and @somersetwaste on social
media.
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To us the law is personal.
Personal to you, our client.

YOU
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This commitment to quality service is why we are one
of the leading firms in Weston and attract work from
local and national clients.

ex Leg
pe a
rti l
se

Working to your individual requirements is the
difference between getting the job done and getting
the result you want.

Understanding
your needs

Please speak with your local contact Tim Hannah.

01934 623 501
www.powellslaw.com
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GARMENT REPAIR
& ALTERATIONS
Sewing & Stitching
Zip Replacement
Dress Shortening
Hem Adjusting
CALL: KATHARINE

M: 07752
H: 01278

446007
789668

WE WILL COLLECT
& DELIVER
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A New Year message from the Rector of The Parish of
Three Saints

Dear Friends,
With the trials and difficulties of 2020 now past, not only regarding the Covid-19 virus,
and a new year stretching before us, still with many challenges to surmount and
decision to be made, it seems more important than ever to take stock of our lives.
What went well over the last year that we want to sustain? What was disappointing?
What do we lament losing and want back? Where would we like to be in another
year’s time? What would we especially like to do and achieve in the coming year?
With such thoughts in our minds, many people write New Year resolutions. I wonder
what yours might be? Common ones, of course, are to go on a diet; exercise more;
take up a new hobby; seek a new job or a new house; learn a new language?
Depending on when you are reading this, you might have already failed to keep your
New Year’s resolution and feel rather disappointed with yourself! You are not alone.
So many of these promises we make to ourselves are about improving ourselves –
and there’s nothing wrong with that – but in a culture that constantly drives us to
succeed and achieve (most of the adverts on TV encourage us to be thinner, faster,
wealthier, fitter, more powerful, more perfect, etc. etc.), we can easily feel that we
have fallen short in some way – that we have failed. We may feel guilty and perhaps
even slightly useless.
In a culture that values people primarily for what possessions they have and what
they can do to generate more wealth, we need to remind ourselves that we believe in
a God who loves us simply for who we are – his children. Here is a reminder of some
of the things God has to say about each of us;
‘I made you in my own image and likeness, and when I made you, I saw that you are
good.’ (Gen. 1:27,31)
‘Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name, you are mine.’
(Isa. 43:1)
‘I, Christ, loved you, and sacrificed myself for your sake.’ (Gal. 2:20)
As we make, and perhaps break, our New Year resolutions, let’s not be too hard on
ourselves. Remember God loves you as you are, and that perhaps the best
resolution you can make is to begin to love yourself as God does rather than listen to
the voices of a culture that constantly shouts, ‘Could do better!’
Of course, we also need to remember that, although God does love us as we are, he
loves us too much to leave us as we are. His desire is that we should have life in
abundance! (John 10:10)
I wish you all God’s blessings for 2021.
Revd Kevin Wright, Rector, The Parish of Three Saints

Christmas Quiz - Answers
1)
2)
3)
4)

Balthasar, Melchior and Casper
Ladies Dancing
Four
Greek for ‘All Mimic’

JANUARY

5)
6)
7)
8)

Turkey
On Foot
Manger Way
Melchior

Roy Ainsworth
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Voting safely at next year’s elections
On Thursday 6th May, 2021, residents in Sedgemoor will go to the polls to have their
say on who represents them at various elections: the postponed Police Crime
Commissioner Election, County Council Elections and various Parish/Town Council
elections/Neighbourhood Planning Referendums
While the elections are not until May, we’re already making plans to help you stay
safe while casting your vote. There are a number of ways to have your say in the
elections in May - you can vote in a polling station, by post, or by appointing someone
you trust to vote on your behalf, which is known as a proxy vote.
Robert Brown, Electoral Registration Officer for Sedgemoor said:
“The elections next year are very important – they’re an opportunity to make your
voice heard and have a say on who represents you on issues that directly affect dayto-day life here in Sedgemoor.
We’re thinking about these elections now, so that, however you choose to cast your
vote in May, you can do so safely. We’re putting arrangements in place to help you
stay safe at the polling station; you can expect many of the measures you’ve become
used to in shops and banks over recent months, such as hand sanitiser, floor
markings and face masks. But you also have the option to apply to vote by post or by
proxy. It is never too early to apply, you can find out more information by contacting
us on 0300 303 7800 or by visiting the Electoral Commission website:
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/voter. You need to be registered to vote in order to
have a say at the elections – the easiest way to register is online at
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.
Claire Faun
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Carpets, Vinyls, Luxury Vinyl Tiles,
Woods and Laminates
• Free, no obligation quote and measure service
• Offering you value for money
• A local professional company
• Quality friendly service
• Domestic and commercial work undertaken

Adam Cahill

Carpet & Flooring

info@cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
www.cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
Advanced Karndean Installation Certificate.
CSCS Certified.

01278 782392 | 07919 575253 | 07525 645170

Check out our
independent
reviews
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY
2nd Saturday

Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café
Postponed until further notice
Next meeting – Monday, 11th January at 8pm online via Zoom!

WASSAILING

S Few

THE APPLE TREES AT

Flaming Torch Lit Procession
Wake the good spirits with cider and songs,
Scare evil spirits with shotguns and gongs

Mulled Cider
& Refreshments

£11.00

SATURDAY

16th JANUARY 2021
at 7pm
PER PERSON

(Children under 14 FREE)

Entrance by Programme only
to include a glass of mulled cider,
Bread & Cheese

PIG ROAST & Refreshments – RAFFLE
Reserve your programme
Numbers Limited
Tel: 01278 760762

Programmes available in advance from Westcroft Farm or Brent Knoll Village Shop
The Wassail supports the “Westcroft Room” at the Village School and Brent Knoll Parish Hall

It is with deep regret that we have to announce that the Wassail, normally held on the
3rd Saturday in January, has to be cancelled this year. Those who are regular
attendees at the event will know that what makes this such a special evening, is the
combination of the Wassail ceremony with lots of food and cider and with many other
entertainments, which continue throughout the evening, plus the wonderful
atmosphere created by the great number of people who participate. Unfortunately, in
the present circumstances, that is not a feasible option.
John
JANUARY
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“200+ CLUB” – 2021

There’s been a really good response to the 2021 200+ Club, with over 210 numbers
already reserved and we have issued 18 extra numbers so far! So, we are already
guaranteed to be able to continue with the club in 2021. If you haven’t joined yet, you
can do so by filling in and returning the application form below, or, if you were a
member in 2020, by returning your reply slip. Don’t forget, the more members the
more prizes!
Anyone aged over 16 years can be a member of the 2021 “200+ Club”. Don’t forget
your relatives and friends can join (they don’t even have to live in the village). As well
as locals, we have members from America, Australia, Axbridge, Bristol, Burnham,
East Brent, Kent, Scotland, Taunton, Watchet, Yorkshire and even Rooksbridge!
Your chances of winning are much better than the Lotto!
It would be most helpful if you could return your completed application form to me,
together with your subscription, as soon as possible, either via the Village Shop or
directly. I will then write to all members, giving them details of their allocated
number(s), so please reply soon.
Thank you for your support and Good Luck!!
Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator
NOTE - Cheques will NOT be cashed until after 1/1/2021

Wishing you all a Lucky and Prosperous New Year!

WIN UP TO £120!!

Monthly draws entitle winners to prizes including:
st

1 Prize £ 20 + others including £ 12

In addition, two annual draws entitle winners to EXTRA prizes including:

Summer Draw
st

Christmas Draw

1 Prize - £ 60 1st Prize - £ 120

The more numbers issued, the more prizes, keeping the chances of winning just as high. In 2020
we will have paid out 113 prizes totalling £ 1,768!!
Numbers will be allocated at a cost of £ 12 per year (£1 per month)
ALL PROFITS TO BRENT KNOLL PARISH HALL

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 2
Complete below and return with your payment of £ 12 per entry to: Bob Filmer, Wascelyn, 48,
Brent Street, Brent Knoll or the Brent Knoll Village Shop.
You can apply for 1 or more numbers. Why not get your friends and family to have a go and
support your LOCAL Parish Hall at the same time.
Your Name Mr/Mrs/Ms ……………………………………………………………
Address
…………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone …………………………………………………………………………

Yes, I would like to buy …… number(s) in Brent Knoll Parish Hall “200+ Club”
Please enclose cash or cheque for £ 12 per “200+ Club” number.
Cheques payable to “Brent Knoll Parish Hall”.
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G B Building & Maintenance
Conservation Builder
Historic, Listed and Traditional Methods
Lime Plastering; Stonework; Cob Walls
Lime Wash Paints; Brickwork

Telephone: Mr Gary Broom on
07776032289 or 01823283212
Listed Heritage Member

Mike Brookes
Tel: 07760 880552
The

info@chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk
www.chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk

Chimney
Cleaning

Company
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Your New Year Sudokus
Happiness Sudoku
1

2

A
B
C
D
E
F
G

3
9
8
7
4

H

7

3

I

5

6

7

2 7 8 1 3
8
4

3

4

5

6
7
5 2 7

8

3

2

2

8

9

1
2
3
5
8

C
D
E
F
G

5

6

7

8

9

4 9

7
1
3
4
8
6
5 6 1
9
4
2
3
1
6
3 4 9 5 2

B

1
7
9
2
3

4

5 1

A

1

5 8 1 3 7

3 O’clock Church Clock

1

9

H
I

Do you like my smiley face in the Happiness Sudoku? I remembered the quotation “Smile
and the world smiles with you: cry and you cry alone” (apologies to Ella Wheeler Wilcox). I
thought that, apart from my own happiness, we all needed a bit of cheering up with all the
problems and worries that CV19 and Brexit have brought! Did you all work out my date of
birth? See the numbers highlighted in yellow in the Guess Who solution below. It was 25 10-1931 (remember that I said that a dot stood for Zero. Last month’s comments were
“Thanks David for the wonderful Sudokus, and a Happy Christmas to you too!”–“Keep up the
numbers!”-“Birthday Sudoku was quite a challenge this time”–“Took me 3 attempts to do
Klaus’s one”. Last month 13 persons sent in solutions. They were Klaus Brenner, Pauline
Chadwick, Peter Filmer, Christine Hall, Mac Hares, Liz Ibrahim, Vincent Kelly, Chris Marsh,
Frankie and Geoff New, John Spiers, Ted Toon, and Jo Wright.
Please send January solutions to david@flockman.com or 48, Brent Street.
David Filmer
The solutions to last month’s Sudokus are below:-

My Birthday Sudoku from Klaus
1
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

2 6 8 3 9 4 1 5 7
3 4 1 8 7 5 9 6 2
5 9 7 2 6 1 3 8 4

7
1
9

6
4
8

JANUARY

3
8

5
1
2

7

4
6

9 1 8 6 2 5
5 2 7 4 9 3
2 6 4 3 7 1 8

3
9

Guess Who!
1

9

4 5 2 8 7 9
7 8 6 5 3 1
5 1 3 9 2 4 6

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

3

1
2
6
9 5 4
8 3 1
7 6 2
4 8 9
5 2 6
3 1 7

4

5

9 8 7 2
7 5 6 3
4 3 9 8
1
5
4
2

6
7
9

5
3 1
8 4

6

7

8

9

5 6 4 3
4 1 8 9
1 . 2 5
8 2 3 7
2 4 9 6
3 5 1 8
7 3 6 1
9 8 7 4
6 9 5 2
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Free Presents for Burglars and Thieves this Christmas

The run up to Christmas and New Year is a busy time of year for everyone, including
burglars and thieves. Criminals don’t take time off during the festive season, so follow
these simple tips to ensure they don’t enjoy Christmas and New Year at your
expense:Your Home:
•
Look in when you’re out – set timers for lights/radio.
•
Lock all doors and windows before you leave.
•
Set any house alarm you may have.
•
Store presents in places which are well hidden and difficult to
reach, such as the loft.
•
Don’t put presents under the Christmas tree too soon.
•
Don’t advertise what Christmas presents you have had by leaving tempting
property in view of a window.
•
Postcode your property with an ultra-violet pen.
•
Put all boxes and wrapping into bin liners or take them to a tip.
•
If going away – remember to cancel milk and paper deliveries, give a trusted
neighbour a key and ask if they will put a light on and close curtains.
Your Car:
•
Lock all doors and windows and always set any security device when leaving
your car.
•
Never leave the keys in the ignition when the car is unattended, even while
you’re paying for petrol or clearing ice from windows on cold mornings.
•
At home, put car keys out of sight.
•
Don’t leave anything on view inside your car, it only takes moments to break in
and steal it, this includes removing your Sat Nav holder from the windscreen.
•
Take presents with you or lock them in the boot.
•
Empty the glove compartment and leave it open.
•
Take care of your satellite navigation system; these are very popular with thieves.
Your Safer Stronger Neighbourhood Team would like to wish you all a Happy
Christmas and Happy New Year.
Sam Piers
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ENROL NOW!
COURSES FOR
ADULTS 2021

Make it a resolution!

ENROL ONLINE
TODAY
ADVANCED LEARNER
LOANS AVAILABLE

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST

www.btc.ac.uk

ESTATE AGENTS

LETTINGS

Heritage
Under New
Management
With
Paul Gilpin

Knowledge
Integrity
18 College Street
Burnham-On-Sea
Somerset, TA8 1AE

Now offering 360 degree virtual tours,
phone today to book your free valuation

01278 782266
www.aandfproperty.co.uk
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Just for Fun – Word Search

All the words in the list can be found in the grid in the form of a box.
either horizontally, vertically, diagonally, forwards or backwards.
Amities
Etiquette
N R E T T A P M
Behaviour
Form
L Y T I L A M R
Ceremony
Formality
L G M E T S Y S
Civil
Grace
D I T C U D N O
Code
Norm
L A V C H R D C
Comity
Pattern
R U O I V A H E
Comport
Polite
D D T M C C S R
Conduct
Ritual
E O T R R C O E
Course
Rule
C R I T R O P M
Custom
Style
O W R N G U F O
Decorum
System
R H O W G R W N
Doing
Way
U R M N E S T Y
M A E T T E U Q

In the News

Each word reads
Roy Ainsworth
H
O
L
C
I
B
L
D
O
I
G
U
I

G
F
T
T
T
U
Y
T
C
R
T
R
T

J
Y
I
S
R
I
T
U
A
L
W
Y
E

R
M
A
T
U
L
R
C
S
T
Y
L
E

A
I
R
W
L
C
E
E
T
I
L
O
P

With reference to the article in the December edition of the Brent Knoll News, I would like to
add the following information:
Mr & Mrs Nicholetts were the second family to live in the Manor House.
He was a Justice of the Peace and Lord of the Manor of Brent Knoll and as such would be a
notable member of the village.
In the 1901 census he is named as John and is 78 years of age. His wife is Blanche who is
66. He was born at South Petherton but his wife was born in Devon.
He is listed as living in the Manor House in the 1910 edition of Kelly’s Directory of Somerset
but, by 1914, the owner is listed as John Cuthbert Heathcoat MA.
Also living with them are their daughter and son, an elderly nurse, a cook and 4 servants.
Regarding “Berrow Road” this was the original name for Station Road.

1899 – Noted

“Parish Council 1899-1900 included John Cary, George Arney and
John Hawkins.”
“Albert Nurse, the horse breaker, killed on the “Fox & Goose” to East
Brent road in an accident whilst riding.”
George Brown

Happy New Year

Happy How long is it since he was born
Two thousand years , well more or less
The calendar has been altered
Never mind we will have to guess
He told us to expect the worst
War and pestilence and so on
We preferred the cheerful story
See you all next year in Zion
Genetic food for the starving
Give BSE to healthy cow
Give Aids not aid to Africa
Don't worry about pollution now

JANUARY

The Dome is built on poisoned ground
The treatment should make it alright
If it glows in the dark, who cares
Now it’s paid for the outlook’s bright
There’s not much in it about him
Cause nobody wanted to pay
For anything you cannot sell
It is out of place on the day
We will have a long holiday
Or little work with lots of pay
Do it all the New Century way
Or will Four Horsemen spoil the day?
JMS 01/01/2000
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Postcards of Brent Knoll - 8

This month’s postcard shows the New Inn,
Brent Street, whose proprietor, John Payne,
was described in the 1872 census as being a
beer retailer. I am not quite sure whether he
was the first owner, as two other beer retailers
are mentioned in 1866, one of whom is also
mentioned in 1861. John Puddy is the one included in both the 1861 and 1866 Kelly’s
Directories, but is noted as a farmer’s son and haulier in the 1851 census, a beer retailer in
1861 and 1866, a labourer in 1871, a haulier again in 1872, a smith in 1875 and a road
labourer in 1881! George Pope only appears in 1866 and gets no further mention.
Unfortunately, I have been unable to ascertain if either of them was definitely connected
with the New Inn, though they did live in Brent Street for some while and, in 1881, George
Poe lived next door to John Payne in Church Lane, even though John Payne is still a beer
retailer and presumably still the New Inn Proprietor.
After the death of John Payne, who was the proprietor for more than 20 years, his widow,
Harriet Payne took over. She appears to have been succeeded by Esther Whiting in the early
20th century, followed by C H Harding and then, in June 1925, Harry Ross Rollinson,
commonly known as Dick. He remained the licensee for 36 years, finally passing away in
January 1962, in Burnham Hospital, at the age of 66 years.
Today it is known as Warwick Court and has been home to the Tadpoles kindergarten for
some time, though it will shortly change hands again and become a family home. As can be
seen from the pictures, quite a few changes have been made since it stopped being an inn.
John Page
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Come and see us at Burnham Swim & Sports Academy, Berrow Rd
Chartered Physiotherapists Liz & Andy Gardner
are HCPC & CSP registered
to assess and treat a variety of injuries
Sports injuries & massage
Acupuncture • Back pain & sciatica
Joint & muscle pains • Neck pain & headaches
Registered with all major insurance providers

Please visit us online or
call to make a booking

01278 785221

www.centralsomersetphysio.co.uk
enquiries@centralsomersetphysio.co.uk
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Station Road, Brent Knoll

Progress
•
Current target completion date is April – May 2021.
•
Felt and batten is nearing completion to plots 1-4 and first fix has commenced on
plot 1.
•
The timber frames are being erected to plots 5-7.
•
The scaffolding has commenced for plots 8-9.
•
Substructure blockwork and drainage is being undertaken to plots 10-13.
•
No progress has been made to plots 14-15 this month due to the location of the
temporary haul road.
•
Within the next month, the roofing to plots 1-4 should be completed with the
timber frame complete to plots 5-7, the timber frame commenced to plots 8-9 and
the scaffold nearing completion for plots 10-13. The ground beams should also
be installed for plots 14-15.
•
Monthly progress meetings continue to be held virtually and the Parish Council is
updated after each meeting.
•
Material orders are being placed in advance of requirements and delays are
being experienced on some materials.
Marketing/Allocations
Willow Tree Housing, in partnership with Sedgemoor District Council, launched the
marketing of the Bakers Field properties in early October.
The scheme includes the following properties:
Open Market
- 2 x 4 bed houses; 2 x 3 bed houses; and 2 x 2 bed houses
Shared Ownership - 2 x 2 bed houses (one remaining)
Affordable Rent
- 1 x 4 bed house; 1 x 3 bed house; 1 x 2 bed house;
2 x 2 bed apartments; and 2 x 1 bed apartments
If you are interested in any of the above properties and would like further details,
please call Willow Tree Housing Partnership on 01934 750780 for affordable rent
enquiries or Westcoast Properties on 01278 784884 to discuss both shared
ownership and open market homes.
Further Updates
A further update will be provided in next month’s Brent Knoll News.
Karen Walker, Willow Tree Housing Partnership

Let’s start 2021 with a few questions

1. If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?
2. If it is true that we are here to help others, what are the others here for?
3. If lawyers are disbarred, should electricians be delighted, and tree surgeons be
debarked, models deposed, and dry cleaners depressed?
4. Do Earl Grey employers take coffee breaks?
5. Why isn’t the number 11 pronounced one one?
6. If people evolved from apes, why are there still apes?
7. Whose cruel idea was it to put an s in lisp?
8. Why did kamikaze pilots wear helmets?
9. If we brush our teeth with our toothbrush, why isn’t called a teethbrush?
RW

JANUARY
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Nature diary for January

In this month’s diary, I will return to one of my obsessions, the garden bird feeder. The
reason that I am returning to this subject is at one level personal, but at another level the
wider needs of nature conservation. The Parish Council wished to replace the fence on
the rhyne side of the Village Green with a new fence. In the process, they proposed to
remove all trees and shrubs from the side that they own so that maintenance could be
made easier, and cost of maintenance kept to a minimum. Their initial solution was to
remove all vegetation, including small trees and shrubs from their side of the rhyne. This
would have created a featureless bank with very limited points on which birds could
perch. Our bird feeder is sited literally five metres from this boundary fence of the Parish
Green. We objected to the scheme and proposed an alternative that the removal should
be selective and that key trees and shrubs should be preserved.
Why was this point important? Here we need to consider bird behaviour and the siting of
bird feeders. When birds feed they are vulnerable to predation. In the case of bird
feeders there is competition between different species for a place at the bird feeder. It is
fairly obvious that the bigger the bird, the more dominant it will be at the feeder, but
studies have also shown that this holds true for smaller birds that are all of similar size.
A “queue” is set up with different bird species awaiting their turn at the feeder. During
this queuing process, the birds must have somewhere to perch nearby. If you sit and
watch a bird feeder, you can actually see the same bird feeding many times over a
period. In the interval between feeds, it continues to forage in the local habitat. If a local
habitat is not available, birds will simply not visit the feeder. So the original Parish
Council solution was going to deprive the birds of the extra feed that our feeder was
providing.
Fortunately the Council was flexible in its approach and we were able to negotiate a
solution whereby key shrubs and trees were retained. The fence was sited slightly
further away from the rhyne thus allowing space for regular strimming during the Summer
to control weed and bramble growth. We are very grateful to the Councillors who
showed flexibility and imagination in accepting a solution that favoured nature
conservation. It shows that it is possible to bridge the gap between the need to maintain
tidiness and the need to cater for nature.
As we continue to watch birds visiting our feeder this Winter, we must say a big thank
you to the Parish Council for the way that they implemented their new fence scheme.
Ged Keele

Just for Fun

A Sunday school teacher asked her class, “What was Jesus’ mother’s name?”.
One child answered that it was Mary.. The teacher then asked, “Who knows what Jesus’
father’s name was?”.
A little boy said, “Verge”. Confused the teacher asked, “Where did you get that?”.
The boy replied, “Well, you know they are always talking about Verge n’ Mary.”
Sonja Moore

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY

The monthly Parish Surgery will be discontinued until meetings resume, however
please do phone or email the clerk if you have any issues that you need to discuss.

Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk Mobile Tel 07917 445 215
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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PLUMBING
BY GEORGE Ltd!
Brent Knoll

Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside
taps, Shower replacements, etc.
Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades
Boiler servicing

Tel: 07813 321 197
Company number: 9523398
A company registered in England & Wales
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Country Retreat Set in
the Heart of Somerset

Near Weston-Super-Mare,
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents
• WIFI
• Fully equipped holiday cottages also
available for house moves, relocation

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com
www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

• Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available
• Used touring caravans for sale
• Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold
Registered (G&S Storage)
a5-landscape.indd 1

DulhornHoliday
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DulhornFarmHP

07/12/2017 22:03
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – November 2020
November began with high pressure over southern Europe, steering a
succession of Atlantic lows over the UK to bring a dull, showery and breezy
start to the month. Nothing unusual for November, then, but the notable
feature was the temperature on the first of the month. The lows, combined
with the high pressure to our south to draw in a southerly breeze which
originated over the warm mid-Atlantic; the thermometer rose steadily all day
despite the dullness, and reached a maximum of 17.4C just before midnight.
This would be an exceptional temperature for daytime in November, so it was even
more remarkable to record it at night. The following day saw quite a contrast, as the
lows moved off east and so drew in air from the North Atlantic instead of the south:
the following evening the temperature was down to 6.5C, and the cold and unstable
air produced heavy showers on the 3rd.
A brief spell of high pressure came to our rescue for Bonfire Night, pushing in from
the Azores on the 4th and extending across the south of the UK in time for the
fireworks. Sunshine and the very lightest of breezes during the day made it feel
warmer than it was, but clear skies at night brought the first air frosts of Autumn.
On the 6th the high pressure moved off east and took up residence over central
Europe, blocking the progress of Atlantic lows which stacked up to our west. This
took us back into the warm mid-Atlantic airflow, with daytime temperatures in the low
teens, despite an absence of sunshine; but despite early rain, there was enough of a
clearance on Remembrance Sunday to be able to see the aircraft from Weston
Zoyland airfield as they flew over Burnham.
The 11th saw the blocking high pressure over eastern Europe move away, allowing
the procession of Atlantic lows to resume their progress, and their arrival here was
announced by a very lively evening squall, which pressure-washed the windows for a
few minutes. Then it was back to another spell of high pressure over Europe, while
Atlantic lows brought us mild, humid and occasionally gusty southerly winds carrying
cloud and showers.
This pattern remained with us until the 26th November, when a ridge of high pressure
moved over the UK from the west to bring a spell of morning fog, sunshine and more
overnight frosts – we recorded -4.4C early on the 27th, which is on the chilly side for
November. The fog rather outstayed its welcome on the 29th, which was a dull and
miserable day here and across much of the Levels; but, higher up, there was glorious
sunshine with views across a sea of low-lying fog to distant hilltops floating above the
murk – some splendid photographs were posted on www.burnham-on-sea.com,
although, by the time this is published, you might have to hunt around a bit to find
them.
The high pressure moved south to cover most of Europe on the 30th, and low
pressure over the Norwegian Sea brought a dull and windy end to Autumn as it
shepherded in colder air. Rainfall for November was 49.8mm, the average
temperature was 9.2C and the highest wind gust was 40kts on the 19th – all these
figures are about what we would expect for November, but they hide the unusual
warmth and cold we saw at the beginning and end of the month.
Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk
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Useful Village Contacts:

Contact
e-mail
Telephone
Revd. Kevin Wright
priest.tpots@gmail.com
760844
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
769082
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
769082
Miss Frances James
760287
Mike Smith
760691
Church Cleaners
Weit Harper
760803
Church Flowers
Mrs Marion Vining
760612
Poppy Organiser
Mrs Sally Wingate
760610
Brass Cleaners
Miss Frances James
760287
Methodist Church,
Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk
784808
Janet Southwell
760445
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers
783920
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright,
422703
Member of Parliament
James Heappey
James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk
01749 343255
County Councillor
Bob Filmer
BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk
760760
District Councillor
Bob Filmer
bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk
760760
Andrew Gilling
andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk
01934 750580
Parish Council,
Clerk
Owen Cullwick
clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk
07917 445215
Chairman
Colin Townsend
colinstownsend@me.com
760226
Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett
andreah@sentinor.com
760099
Footpath Contact Cynthia Trivett–Bill
cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com
760198
Parish Hall
Booking Secretary Jenny Butters
jenny.butters@onetel.com
760477
Bazaar
Eddie Fuller
eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
760308
Chairman
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
760760
Secretary
Sandra Few
sjfizzard@aol.com
760451
Doctor
Dr S L Aung
760313
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline
111
Western Power Distribution
Power Cut?
105
WRVS Prescription Service
760313
Brent Knoll Primary School
Chris Burman
office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk
760546
Toddlers Group
Jane Hannah
timothyhannah@aol.com
760629
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School
Cathy Hurley
769126
Village Shop
760225
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
760760
Distribution
Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
760308
Police PCSO 7675
Sam Piers
Sam.piers@avonandsomerset.police.uk 07889 655184
Police Non-Emergency Number
101
Rhyne Problems
Lower Axe Draining Board
789906
Village Agent
Kim Wilcox
Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk
07943 555519
National Trust Honorary Ranger
Ged Keele
769010
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll
Parochial Church Council, Secretary,
Church Administrator
Church Warden

Village Societies:

All-Sorts Community Choir
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)
Conservative Branch
Ecumenical Group
Good Companions
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows
Royal British Legion
Short Mat Bowling Club
Table Tennis Club
Tennis Club
Women’s Institute
Women’s Society
E&OE
BRENT KNOLL NEWS

Sue Toon
sue.toon@btinternet.com
Sarah Joyce
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Revd. Margaret Trapp
Mrs Ann Robson
Jane Sinnott
jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk
Rod Southwell
Alan Castle
John Mathews
Alison Hillyer
Janet Southwell
Julie Baker

760753
787493
760760
760573
760981
760445
760424
07414 868333
01934 815407
760445
751229
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Wishing you all a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year

Diary for January

Bob Filmer, Editor

Page

4th NO Green Waste Collection
Your House
6th Parish Council – Public Session
Online via Zoom
7.00pm
7
Parish Council Meeting
Online via Zoom to follow immediately
Your House
Early!!
7th SORT IT+ Recycling [1 Day late]
7.30-8.30pm 23
7th B&H Choral Society rehearsals [Every Thursday] Online
11th Parish Hall Committee meeting
Online via Zoom
8.00pm
31
Your House
Early!!
13th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
15th Mobile Library [Friday]
Village Shop
9.20-10.20am
12.00 noon
50
15th Deadline for February Brent Knoll News
18th Green Waste Collection
Your House
Early!!
Your House
Early!!
20th SORT IT+ Recycling
20th Parish Council Provisional Planning meeting Online via Zoom 7.00pm
Your House
Early!!
27th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish

POSTAL Subscription

The Brent Knoll News is available by post for those outside the village. All you need
to do is to send name and address together with a cheque for £15 (incl. UK postage),
to the editor, payable to “Brent Knoll News” and we’ll do the rest, you could even
give it as a present!

Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!!

Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting? Then
why not share it with the village? We publish most items and others may find your
article interesting.

Deadline for the February 2021 Issue –

th

All contributions to be received by noon on Friday 15
January, to:bob@flockman.com The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions. Views
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of
the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or amend any contribution.

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk
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In these challenging times

we are here to keep
your business growing
leaflets and
brochures

posters and
signage

menus and
stationery

and more

CALL 01278 423 637
E

SALES@BWWPRINT.CO.UK

W

WWW.BWWPRINT.CO.UK

Herswell Business Park | Salmon Parade | Bridgwater | TA6 5PY

