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Brent Knoll Village Shop 

 
 

The shop is still open, so please come 
and see what we sell. 
 

 
 

Valentine’s day: 

Cards 

Flowers 

Chocolates 
 

Local products: 

Honey  

Jams and chutneys 

Bread and eggs 
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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

Contacts Baptisms  
 
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.   
 

Weddings 
 
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church 
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates. 
 

Funerals 
 
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Priest-in-
Charge or Church Administrator to arrange your 
requirements.          . 
                                    ******************* 
Visit our website – 
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Priest-in-Charge 
Reverend Kevin Wright 

The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ 
Tel 01278 760844   or Mobile 07764 170463   

e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com 
Friday is the Vicar's day off 

Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter 
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ 

Tel 01278 769082 
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com 

Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00  
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Churchwardens 
Details can be found in Church porch or on our website. 

 

Services for February 2020 
 Service Time Church 
  2nd February 
The Presentation 

Said Communion (CW) 
Café Church 

10.00am 
  4.00pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

  9th February 
3rd before Lent 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Parish Communion (CW) 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

16th February 
2nd before Lent 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
All Age Communion (CW) 
For those we have loved 
and see no more 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
 
  6.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Mary’s East Brent 
 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

23rd February 
Sunday next before Lent 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Parish Communion (CW) 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

26th February 
Ash Wednesday 

Holy Communion with 
imposition of ashes 

 
  7.30pm 

 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota 
16th February   6.30pm Patrick Doble 
23rd February   8.00am  Sally Wingate 
 10.00am Kate & David Wilford 
Toddlers 

It was lovely to welcome everyone back for the new term and to hear about the 
wonderful Christmas presents you all received – Joey’s talking dinosaur sounded 
amazing. 
The children are enjoying our new play tent which features characters from Toy 
Story 4 including ‘Forky’. 

Many of our babies are now starting to crawl and it will be exciting to see them take their first 
steps, as they develop further, enabling them to view the world from a different perspective. 
As I write this, I am looking at an extremely dull, grey day but I can see some primroses and 
snowdrops in the garden, so soon we will be able to start thinking about Spring - hopefully! 
Don’t forget - No Toddlers on Tuesday 18th February as it is half-term week.  Back on 
Tuesday 25th February Jane 
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com) 
Minister Revd. Steve Bennett 

I’m sitting here typing this whilst it’s still January, and I’ve got to admit, it’s my least favourite 
month of the year, as it is for so many people.  Christmas and New Year festivities seem to 
have faded into the far distance and the weather (at the time of writing) is appalling.  Despite 
the days allegedly getting longer, it’s difficult to see the light (literally) at the end of the winter 
tunnel.  But there is a promise of better things to come.  I’ve already seen snowdrops poking 
their heads through the ground and I’m always in awe of these amazing tiny but brave 
resilient flowers which seem to be able to weather any storm.  There's just something so 
hopeful about them. 
And that’s how we at Brent Knoll began our New Year.  With a promise - when we renewed 
our promise of commitment to God at our Covenant Service on the first Sunday of the year.  
Our own minister, Rev Steve Bennett took an excellent thought provoking service which 
made us really look at what we were re-affirming.  To go where God may put us - wherever 
that may be - when there is work to be done and when there is none.  And here at Brent 
Knoll Methodist Church, we will certainly have our work cut out for us in this New Year of 
2020.  Our building has numerous problems, which need to be addressed, and we will be 
meeting up in February to discuss how we can manage this.  And it’s not simply about 
finances.  Our congregation may not be the largest, but all share a deep commitment to 
God, our church and to one another.  But being a small congregation, means that many of 
our members take on more and more responsibility as more work is shared out amongst a 
smaller group of people.  At this time, a special thank you goes out to Gill Poulter who has 
been working with surveyors to ascertain exactly what needs to be done to our building.  It 
may be that we will need to hold fundraising events, but we are determined to do our utmost 
to keep our church building a part of the Brent Knoll Village community.  I will, of course, 
keep you updated over the coming months. 
Margaret Trapp will continue to hold her monthly fellowship meetings on Celtic spirituality on 
the first Monday of the month - this month it will be held on 3rd February at 2.30pm in the 
schoolroom.  Everyone who attends these meetings greatly appreciate learning about this 
truly interesting and inspiring subject and are very grateful to Margaret for continuing to lead 
these meetings. 
Please note that there will be no service at Brent Knoll Methodist Church on Sunday 16th 
February when we will be joining with our friends from East Brent and Brean to worship 
together at Brean Methodist Church. 
In the meantime, from all of us at Brent Knoll, we wish you longer days, shorter nights and 
the hope of Spring in this month of February. 
With every blessing from us all. Rosemary Krull 
Preachers for February at 10.30am 
  2nd February : Rev Angie Hoare (Holy Communion) 
  9th February : Rev Steve Marr 
16th February : Rev Steve Bennett (Link Service @ East Brent - NB there will be no 

service @ Brent Knoll Methodist Church) 
23rd February : Mr Brian Dallimore 
Fun in February becomes Madness in March 
In January’s BKN I asked people to put Saturday 22nd February in their diaries so that the 
annual churchyard clear up would take place that day.  I have to apologise to readers but the 
February Brent Knoll calendar is heavily over loaded.  What with WI Soup, British Legion 
pancakes, the BAD actors event and a wedding, we have had to move Fun in February forward 
to Saturday 7th March.  So if you wish to join us, then please put this date in your diary.  I will 
post a reminder in the March BKN and give more detail of what we shall be doing. Ged 
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News from the Parish Council  
January 2020 
Decisions Made by the Parish Council 
Planning Matters  
07/19/00031: Erection of two storey extension to side NW and rear NE Elevations and 
a single storey extension to side SE Elevation on site of existing single storey 
extensions to be demolished.  Erection of porch on site of existing to be demolished. 
Replace dormer on side NE elevation with gable dormer.  Increase off road parking 
area (revised scheme- raising of floor and roof levels) at Briars Cottage, 42, Brent 
Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4DT. 
Response: The Parish Council supported this application on the grounds of 
modernisation of an older property and general improvement. 
Footpaths / Highways 
Ongoing issues 
Flooding concerns in Brent Street outside the Old Manor have previously been 
reported by both Councillors and Residents.  A letter is to be sent by the Clerk to SCC 
Highways and copied to EG Carter, South West Housing and Axe Brue Drainage 
Board requesting an update and action plan on the concerns raised from when the 
planning application for a new housing scheme in Station Road was considered and 
during that time considerable concern has been raised about the flooding continuing. 
Poor State of the Surrounding footpaths at the reservoir: Clerk to write to Bristol 
Water and request some action on clearing the walkways around the area. 
Other Matters 
Village Green Rhyne and bank 
The Parish Council is working with neighbouring properties and residents to improve 
the boundary of the village green and this is an ongoing project for intended 
completion in Spring 2020.  This will include the fencing on the right side of the green 
and the bank of Rhyne.  The property owners in the Willows have been invited to 
make any comments by letter. 
Communication/ Media/ website  
A small sub group of Councillors is currently discussing ways in which the Parish 
Council communicate its actions with the village community.  And a formal policy will 
be agreed after the January meetings. 
Additional Notes  
The Parish Council will look at all aspects of forming a local emergency plan that will 
co- ordinate any actions in the event of a local emergency.  If anyone would like to be 
part of that plan, please contact Cllr C Townsend, Cllr D Knott or the Clerk. 
Meeting Times  
The Parish Council next meet on 5th February with a Parish Surgery at 4.30pm to 6pm. 
A full set of minutes is available on the website or by email request to the clerk. 
Contact the Clerk for any Council matters: 
 Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Mobile Tel 07917 445 215 
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Pick up your Bible with a new joy 
Martin Niemöller was a Lutheran Pastor, best known for his opposition to the Nazi 
party during the 1930’s.  As a consequence, he was imprisoned between 1938 and 
1945, first in the Sachsenhausen and secondly in the Dachau concentration camps.  
He was fortunate to survive these experiences and, on his release, became a pacifist 
and a committed campaigner for nuclear disarmament.  
A former U Boat Commander, in his book, ‘From U Boat to Pulpit’, he wrote about 
what the Bible meant to him during his imprisonment, which included years of solitary 
confinement.  He wrote: ‘The word of God was simply everything to me, comfort and 
strength, guidance and hope, master of my days and companion of my nights.  The 
bread that kept me from starvation and the water of life which refreshed my soul.  And 
even more, solitary confinement ceased to be solitary.’  
These extraordinary words remind me of the hymn ‘Lord thy word abideth,’ the first 
three verses of which are:  

Lord, thy Word abideth, 
and our footsteps guideth; 

who its truth believeth 
light and joy receiveth. 

When our foes are near us, 
then thy Word doth cheer us, 

Word of consolation, 
message of salvation. 

When the storms are o'er us, 
and dark clouds before us, 

then its light directeth, 
and our way protecteth. 

The Bible is still the most published and the most read book in the world.  What 
makes it unique however, is that the books of the Bible were inspired by the Spirit of 
God and is the place where Christ is found and proclaimed and where God speaks.  
And St Paul, writing about the scriptures (The Old Testament) said, ‘For everything 
that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and 
encouragement of the scriptures, we might have hope.’ (Romans 15:4) 
As we come to Lent, might I suggest that we pick up our Bibles with a new joy, with 
fresh eyes and with a renewed determination to spend time each day reading the 
Bible.  If we do, we will find, as Niemöller and countless other people before us have 
done, that the Bible is indeed the Word of Life, the pathway to Jesus and the doorway 
to salvation.  If we are looking for comfort and strength, guidance and hope, we can 
find all those things within its pages. 

The Right Revd Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells 

You never will be old 
You never will be old, with a twinkle in your eye, with springtime in your heart as you 
watch the Winter fly. 
You never will be old, while you have a smile to share, while you wander at mankind 
and you have the time to care. SW
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Family-owned Local Qualified Florist

Friendly, Personalised Service
Arrangements, Bouquets & Gifts

Weddings • Funerals • All Special Occasions
Same Day Local & Nationwide Deliveries

Interflora Member

Tel: 01278 784446
www.rosemarysflorist.co.uk

5 Regent Street, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 1AX

ROSEMARY’S FLORIST
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ALL YOUR
UNDERGROUND TANKS AND DRAINAGE

PRODUCTS
Septic Tanks

Pumping Station
Sewage Treatment Plants

Cesspools
Rainwater Recycling Units

OTHER SERVICES
Free Consultation

Tank and Drainage Installation
Servicing and Breakdown on

Pumping Stations, Treatment Systems etc.
Bespoke Tanks Designed and Manufactured

Exemption/Discharge Obtained
After Sales Support

Tel: 01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk

With so many opportunities offered 
at our campuses, online and in 
the workplace, now’s a great time 
to embrace lifelong learning and 
professional and personal growth!

ADVANCED LEARNER  
LOANS AVAILABLE

Only repay once you’re  
earning over £25,725 a year!

ENROL NOW!
COURSES FOR ADULTS

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST www.btc.ac.uk
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Daffodils brighten the days! 
Spring is just around the corner and soon the orphans will be arriving at Secret World.  
If we get badger or fox cubs this early, they will be very young and require feeds 
during the day as well as the night.  Do get in touch with us if you would like to be 
trained to look after orphans.  Once the Spring/Summer is here, it is hard to keep up 
with the numbers needing care. 
On February 3rd we have another Quiz night at the Ritz cinema in Burnham on Sea 
held in aid of our charity.  The teams can be up to six people and the price is £2 per 
person.  A huge thank you to the Ritz for their support. 
One of our volunteers is holding a Ceilidh/Barn Dance to raise money for the care for 
our casualties on February 8th.  All ages are welcome.  It will be at the Burtle Village 
Hall with a free small buffet and a cash bar.  For more details and to purchase tickets, 
visit www.secretworld.org or ring through to our reception 01278 783250.  

Hedgehogs have kept us busy through the Winter with over 100 
being cared for at different times through the cold months.  There 
is always call outs to deer being knocked down because of the 
dark nights, which is sad, but we have been 
able to return quite a few to the wild once they 
have recovered from their injuries. 

Interested in African Wildlife?  We shall be holding an Art exhibition 
by Ruth Baker Walton in our Bluebell Barn.  Her work captures the 
beauty and drama of the natural world, inspired by her visits to 
Africa.  Her presentation will be a Safari Adventure following her 
personal journey seeing the wildlife and some of the interesting 
people she has met along the way.  The exhibition runs over two days, March 27th 
and 28th with Ruth giving her talk on the Friday evening.  
We will be having our usual open weekends through the Summer, but will be getting 
ready for building work to commence on our new treatment centre.  We shall try to do 
most of the work once the Summer is over and there are fewer animals coming in.  
Your support therefore this year, will be very much needed.  Please support our 
events and help us raise funds for our new Centre. Pauline Kidner 

Carols from the bike shed 
We would like to thank all those who attended, brought food, gave raffle prizes or 
helped behind the scenes. 
A special thank you to Revd. Kevin Wright and Colin for accompanying the carols so 
well and for teaching us different tunes to much loved Carols. 
Thanks too to The Red Cow, The Fox and Goose, West Croft Cider Farm and West 
Country Motorhomes for contributions for the raffle. 
An amazing sum of over £350 was raised for Highbridge Area Foodbank for which 
they are extremely grateful.  Please remember there is a donation basket in both St. 
Michael’s church and Brent Knoll Methodist church for food donations.  We would 
also be happy to collect food to pass it on, as we did before this event. 

Mike and Margaret Smith 
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R. MILLARD
 SON

PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged

Memorials Supplied

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
ROB HEMBROW

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
01934 732998
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Ecumenical Worship at Brent Knoll Methodist Church 
We will meet on Monday 3rd February at 2.30pm in the schoolroom.  The Ecumenical 
Group will continue looking at Celtic worship. Margaret Trapp 

Pastoral Care Groups 
Since September 2014, there have been groups running for the villages of Brent 
Knoll, East Brent and Lympsham, supported by The Parish of Three Saints.  
Care Support Groups –  
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Carers Group  
Monday February 17th at 4pm at Brentcombe House, Church Road, East Brent,        
TA9 4HZ.  Tel Carla 01278 760 041 for details. 
COM-FOR-TEA - Comfort Group 
Open to everyone.  Offering a place to meet and share cares and joys, build 
friendships and beat loneliness.  Being ourselves and sharing refreshment.  In 
confidence and privacy. 
Thursday February 20th at 2pm, Tel Dot 01278 760 600 for details. 
Bereaved Friends Group  
Thursday February 27th at 2.30pm at Southcot, 87, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4EQ. 
Tel Margaret 01278 760 691 or Gwen 01934 750 416. 
For further information, please contact me or any of the others noted above. 
These groups are open to all. Margaret Smith 

Front Cover Photo Do we want a Village shop in Brent Knoll?  See page 40 
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By the time you read this, Christmas and New Year will be behind us and I hope you 
will not object to my wishing you all a belated Happy New Year.  So, strange as it may 
be, I am commenting on the Christmas Lunch, such is the way of the world! 
The lunch was fully up to the usual standard with the staff of the Beachcomber being 
every bit as friendly and helpful as always.  Since we have our fair share of mature 
members, we notice the staff more than other groups might.  This year we made a 
special effort to wear festive jumpers with some taking it to the next level with a 
variety of additions.  Sadly, two of our members were unable to attend but since I saw 
the staff making up meals on paper plates, they appear to have not been forgotten. 
If you wish to attend the 2020 meal then the date to note is 16th December. 
Dates for forthcoming meetings:- 
 February 19th - Hazel and Ray Hill - Cystic Fibrosis 
 March 18th - Mr Clifford White - Behind the scenes at the Antiques Road Show 
 April15th  - ‘Waves of Harmony’ 
We are a friendly group and welcome visitors and new members, preferably over the 
age of 18.  We meet at 2.30pm in the Parish Hall on the third Wednesday of every 
month.  For further information contact Karen Russell on 769 382 or Ann Robson on 
760 981. CGR 

WI Craft Group 
We’ll meet at 2.30pm on Monday February 17th in the Methodist Church school room. 
We are a small friendly group which likes to knit or craft, chatter and have a cuppa. 
We are continuing to knit hats and scarves for Mission to Seafarers, as well as 
blankets for premature babies. 
We welcome anyone who crafts to bring their current project with them, it can be 
anything portable, so knitting, crocheting, fabric, paper crafts. etc. 
You don’t have to be a WI member to join us. 
We would love anyone who does craft of any kind to join us, we love seeing what 
others are doing. 
For further details please contact me on 01278 760691. Margaret Smith 

Edward Symes Chest Tomb 
I held a meeting at the Tomb on Monday 6th January with the following people:  
The Rev Kevin Wright representing the Church Authorities and Mark Lidster, SDC 
Conservation Officer. 
We discussed the project and the proposed Specification for the work proposed to be 
carried out, but it was agreed that the Specification needed minor amendments.  The 
Conservation Officer agreed to undertake this work.  
Following this, the project has been placed on the Agenda to be discussed at the 
February Parish Council meeting prior to going to Tender.  This is because both the 
Faculty and application for a Grant require a firm price to be quoted. 
 George Brown 
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Misted Up Double Glazed 
Unit Replacement

Broken Glass Repairs

New Work

Mirrors

Telephone
MOBILE 07539 291804

TELEPHONE 01278 794510
EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk

www.hopkinsplumbing.co.uk

No Job Too Sm
all Hopkins Plumbing

& Heating
07740 605507

01278 760710

Boiler and
Fire Servicing

Boiler
Repairs

Landlord Safety
Certi�cate
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Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, dissertations, lea�ets, 
brochures/�iers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc.
Short/Long Term O�ce Support - E�cient, reliable, professional service
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc.

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com
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Brent Knoll House Histories 
European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 39 
At the time of his death, Simon had a son, Metford.  He would have been about twenty years 
of age at that time and inherited his father’s farm.  Three years later he is recorded as being a 
member of the committee which was established in the village to celebrate Queen Victoria’s 
Jubilee.  “The village was gaily decorated with bunting in honour of the occasion,” the 
Weston Mercury noted, “and three evergreen and floral arches also…combined to please as 
well as to inspire.”  Subscriptions amounting to £65 were raised, of which Mr. W. S. Holt 
Senior was the largest contributor.  Three hundred men and youths were invited to partake 
of a dinner, whilst “no less than six hundred women, girls and children [were invited] to sit 
down for tea.  It suggests that these “large numbers [were] derived solely from the precincts 
of the parish,” though that may include parts of the Ecclesiastical parish, which included 
sections of Mark and East Brent.  
Of course, they needed somewhere to seat that number of people, so a marquee was pitched 
in a field “kindly placed at the disposal of the Committee by Mr. A. R. Poole.”  This marquee 
was 140 feet long by 30 feet wide and was decorated with “all sorts of joyous, time-
honoured, and homely sentiments, conspicuous amongst which were: ‘God bless our 
Archdeacon, who is a true beacon.’ ‘Welcome, Archdeacon Denison’ and ‘May the Brents for 
ever agree, and work together in harmony.’” This was just three years before the Archdeacon 
died, though over a quarter of a century after he was condemned for preaching the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  He had been accused by the Revd. Joseph Ditcher of 
South Brent, though it was later established that this was at the instigation of the 
Archdeacon of Wells, who owned the living.  He was released on a technical point on appeal 
(basically, the statutory time limit had run out) and George Denison and Joseph Ditcher re-
established their former friendship immediately.  Yet it appears from the slogans in the 
marquee that the incident was not forgotten locally, hence the appeal for the two villages to 
work together in harmony. 
Perhaps it is a little surprising that the current vicar is not mentioned amongst the slogans, 
although another slogan does read, “God bless our vicar’s daughter.”  The vicar, the Revd. 
Augustus Otway Fitzgerald, had survived two wives, both of whom died prior to his taking the 
living of South Brent, one in childbirth, the most common cause of early deaths in women at 
that time.  They are remembered in stained glass windows he erected in the chancel of the 
church.  He had three sons, but his third child was his only one daughter, Mabel Sarah 
Fitzgerald.  She was called upon to do “wifely” duties in the parish on his behalf and became 
the church organist in 1877 or 1888, a role which lasted for almost thirty years.  After her 
father’s death, she had to vacate the Vicarage and moved to Brunswick House, now known as 
Kennet House. 
Other slogans appearing in the marquee included, “May loyal hearts in every nation join in 
Jubilee celebration,” “Where peace reigns people prosper,” “Long life to the Prince and 
Princess,” “Success and happiness to W. S. Holt Esq.; may he of this village never tire,” “A. R. 
Poole Esq., and family; happiness and prosperity,” “God bless Her Gracious Majesty and give 
her a glad Jubilee.” W. S. Holt was a brewer in Burnham, who lived at Somerset Court before 
building Ball Copse Hall. Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued 
Besides donating generously, he also provided two hogsheads of beer, though it is uncertain 
whether that was a donation or a paid-for item (a hogshead is about fifty imperial gallons, or 
four hundred pints – this was supplemented by sixty gallons of cider from Edithmead).  
Arthur Ruscombe Poole had inherited the Manor House but, as he was a Queen’s Council 
(QC) he lived in London and rented the property to John Toller Nicholetts J, though it is noted 
in Kelly’s Directories that the trustees of the late G. S. Poole are amongst the chief 
landowners.  As this is merely a selection from the slogans it may well be that there were 
other local dignitaries lauded in similar fashion. 
Notably there were 3cwt 30lbs (c166 kilos) of beef, mutton, lamb and ham cooked in various 
farmhouses around the village by the ladies committee, one hundred quarterns of bread 
were supplied by Mr House and Mr Jennings (a quartern was a four pound loaf), sixty pounds 
of cheese were purchased, 3 hundredweight of cakes (c152.4 kilos) and 15 pounds (6.8 kilos) 
of butter.  All this in addition to an unspecified amount of groceries supplied by Mr Maggs. 
“As soon as the heavier dinner ‘fare’ had been sent around [this was for the men and youths 
only, of course] the Weston-super-Mare Band – who were engaged for the day, and who had 
appropriately commenced the proceedings by playing the National Anthem – ushered into 
the tent the members of the Ladies Committee, by whom a plentiful supply of plum puddings 
of home manufacture were distributed.”  At the end of the meal, various toasts were made, 
including “’the health of her Majesty,’ ‘The Prince and Princess of Wales,’ ‘The Bishop and 
clergy of the Diocese’ and ‘The Army and Navy,’” amongst others.  Women and children had 
to wait until shortly after four o’clock for their tea, and “a specially constructed brick furnace 
and cistern, a few yards from the tent, [proved] most advantageous to those who dispensed 
the ‘non-inebriative’ contents” of the tea.  After the tea was finished, “a series of athletic 
sports, for which prizes to the value of £10 were offered, were gone through, and the 
holiday-making finished with a good old-fashioned country dance.” 
There is then a reference to the fact that no divine service was held that day.  So, a reference 
was made to the sermons of the vicar on the previous day, which happened to be a Sunday.  
In the morning he “discoursed” on “Our Constitutional Sovereign,” whilst in the evening he 
discussed “The private character of the Queen as mother and wife,” “basing his observations 
on the text ‘A Jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you’.”  That comes from Leviticus 25 v11 
and is rather curious text for such an occasion, as it is the culmination of a cycle of seven 
times seven years, the last year of each seven having to be a totally fallow year.  In the 
Jubilee year it must also be a fallow year and slaves must be returned to their own families, 
but, in addition, all property which has been sold at any time during the previous forty nine 
years should be restored to its previous owner (it points out that the land belongs to God, so 
it can only be used by man).  That hardly seems the sort of sentiment which a Victorian vicar 
would wish to proclaim, particularly if the local landowners were in the congregation – or, 
perhaps, he only mentioned the fact that it was a Jubilee year, without going into details 
about what else was mentioned!  
Finally, of course, there was the bonfire on top of the Knoll, but that will have to wait for next 
month. John Page 
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Women’s Society 
As we had no meeting in January, we are all looking forward to meeting up at the end 
of February. 
We meet at Judy and Brian’s house, 135, Brent Street, at 8.00pm on Thursday 27th 
February.  Put your ‘thinking caps’ on ladies as Brian has a quiz for us! 
Our Hot Pot Supper will be held on Thursday March 26th at the earlier time of 
7.30pm.  Venue to be decided at a later date but please peruse your recipe books 
and we will look forward to sampling some of your great creations either savoury or 
sweet! 
You are very welcome to join us, for more information please ring Ann -760148. Ann 

Women’s Institute 
At the January meeting, Mr. John Strickland gave us an interesting 
account with photographs of the day in December 1981 that Burnham 
and surrounding areas were flooded after a terrific storm breached the 
seafront wall which was low at that time.  Thank goodness we now have 

a high sea wall.  
The winner of the Flower of the Month competition was Margaret Smith with a 
Hellebore. 
Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 12th February, at 2.30pm, when Angela Pitt will 
talk to us about the Galápagos Islands.  Also in February on Saturday, 15th, we are 
holding a Soup Lunch in the Parish Hall from 12 noon to 1.30pm.  This is open to 
everyone.  We serve homemade soups and rolls, followed by puddings and tea or 
coffee, all for £5 payable at the door. JMG 

“Meet & Eat” 
Meet and Eat will be on Monday February 10th in the Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll Parish 
Hall at 12.30pm.  New diners are always welcome to join us.  Please contact Liz on 
01278 760 810 for further information. Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella 

Mysterious Letter 
A few weeks ago, I received a mysterious “letter” from Brent Knoll.  It contained several 
photographs of paintings by Cyril Smith, both inside and outside “our” house at 8, Brent 
Street.  There was no note enclosed to say who had sent them, but I cannot thank them 
enough.  The original set of photographs of Cyril Smith’s paintings were lost when 
Malcolm died, as I had no idea where he kept them. 
I know he lent them to various people and it has occurred to me that somebody might 
just possibly have had copies made, and if they did, perhaps they would be kind enough 
to get a set of copies from them made for me and let me have them; I would willingly pay 
the cost. 
Meanwhile my deepest thanks to the person who sent the anonymous set; I am very 
grateful.  Yours. Sheila Holness 

Live Cinema  -  Upcoming Live & Event Cinema  
Marston & Scarlett World Premiere Live from The Royal Ballet - 
 Tuesday 25th February 2020 - 7.15pm 
Fidelia Live from The Royal Opera House  Tuesday 17th March 2020 - 7.15pm 
Swan Lake Live from The Royal Ballet - Wednesday 1st April 2020 - 7.15pm  
 Pauline Chadwick 
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Your local eye care  
and vision specialists

David Bull Optometrists are an acclaimed independent practice, 
providing comprehensive eye care to the local community.

We deliver high quality service, using the latest technology, 
combined with traditional patient care.

41 High Street, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1PB
Tel. 01278 785743  www.davidbull-optometrists.co.uk
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Dear Friends, 
Much is being written in the media at the moment 
about loneliness, particularly in old age, and I have 
been reflecting on the number of people in our 
villages who live alone.  During my reflections, my 
attention has been drawn to this passage by 
renowned Dutch author and teacher Henri Nouwen (1932-1996), 
who writes here about the differences between being alone and 
being lonely.  I hope you find it interesting and maybe helpful. 

“All human beings are alone.  No other person will completely feel like we do, think 
like we do, act like we do.  Each of us is unique, and our aloneness is the other side 
of our uniqueness.  The question is whether we let our aloneness become loneliness 
or whether we allow it to lead us into solitude.  
Loneliness is painful; solitude is peaceful.  Loneliness makes us cling to others in 
desperation; solitude allows us to respect others in their uniqueness and create 
community. 
Letting our aloneness grow into solitude and not into loneliness is a lifelong struggle.  
It requires conscious choices about whom to be with, what to study, how to pray, and 
when to ask for counsel.  But wise choices will help us to find the solitude where our 
hearts can grow in love.” 
From Henri Nouwen in “The Dance of Life - Weaving Sorrows and Blessings Into One 
Joyful Step” 
There will be times in most of our lives 
when we are alone for whatever reason, 
even if we have people around us, and 
this can lead to acute loneliness, but if 
we can try to make the conscious 
choices that Henri Nouwen suggests, 
then maybe our alone-ness can lead to 
a positive reflective solitude in the 
perpetual presence of God.  Many of our 
most revered spiritual mystics and 
theological thinkers have sought 
seclusion to find the presence of God.  
We too may be able, particularly at times 
when we feel alone, to seek and find the 
comfort of God with us, Emmanuel. 
Having said that, on a practical 
neighbourly note, perhaps we all should 
watch out for those who do feel lonely 
and try, at least occasionally, to spend a 
little time with them to give them a wider 
perspective on life.  
Blessings, 

 
Revd Kevin Wright, Priest-in-Charge, 
The Parish of Three Saints 
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Dementia Awareness 
Local volunteers aim to increase dementia awareness  
in Cheddar and surrounding villages.  
A campaign to tackle the stigma and lack of understanding around dementia is being 
organised by two locally based Dementia Friends Champions, Anne Bambury and 
John Wilson.  The free information sessions are being held at Cheddar Watersports 
Club Pavilion Cheddar Reservoir on Wednesday 1st April at 2pm, and repeated again 
at 7pm. 
The Dementia Friends programme is organised by Alzheimer’s Society and is the 
biggest ever initiative to change people’s perceptions of dementia.  It aims to 
transform the way the nation thinks, talks and acts about the condition.  There are 
currently 850,000 people living with this condition in England 
The Dementia Friends talks, help people learn more about dementia and the small 
ways anybody can help.  From telling friends about the Dementia Friends programme, 
to visiting someone you know living with dementia, every action counts.  
The event will take place at Cheddar Watersports Club Pavilion at Cheddar Reservoir 
Axbridge Somerset BS26 2DL on 1st April at 2pm and repeated again at 7pm.  As well 
as the Dementia Friends sessions, there will be information available from 
Alzheimer’s Society about dementia, local services and how businesses and groups 
can become more dementia friendly.  Each session will last approximately an hour 
with the chance for people to ask questions and share information.  Light 
refreshments will be available after each session.  Visitors will also be able to see 
sailing taking place on the reservoir and enjoy the club’s facilities. 
Having volunteered to be a Dementia Friends Champion, Anne and John are now 
delivering Dementia Friends Sessions to people in this area.  
“We signed up to be Dementia Friends’ Champions as we have experience of loved 
ones with this disease and we wanted to help publicise the Alzheimer’s Society and 
the good work they do.  We attended a training course, receive ongoing support and 
are now proud to be part of a growing network of people creating dementia friendly 
communities together.” 
Mrs Jo Malyon Dementia Friends Regional Support Officer at Alzheimer’s Society 
said:  
“Dementia touches the lives of millions of people across the country.  Dementia 
Friends was launched to tackle the stigma and lack of understanding that means 
many people with the condition experience loneliness and social exclusion.  It’s all 
about learning more about dementia and the small ways you can help.  From getting 
in touch with someone you know living with dementia, to wearing your badge with 
pride, every action counts.” 
The Dementia Friends Session is free and everyone is welcome.  The venue has 
been provided free of charge by Cheddar Watersports.  Vice Commodore Alice Allen 
who is also a Dementia Friends Champion said:  “We’re delighted to help and 
become part of the campaign to help over 3 million people in the UK be more aware 
of dementia and how it affects people.” Alice Allen 
Dementia Friends and Dementia Friends Champions can sign up through the 
Dementia Friends website www.dementiafriends.org.uk  
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•	 A	local	professional	company

•	 Quality	friendly	service
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
29th February The Really BAD Show 14th June Village Fête 
28/29th March Book Fair 18th July  ‘Six Machine’ on the Green 
25th April Jumble Sale 17th October Harvest Supper 
Next meeting – Monday, 10th February at 7.45pm in the “Jubilee Room” S Few 

A New Fitness Class – Trim, tone and dance your way to stay FABS!  
A new fitness class designed specifically for the over-60s will launch at Berrow Village 
Hall, TA8 2NL on Mondays 1.30 – 2.30pm starting on 10th February 2020, as part of a 
campaign to help people to stay young by improving strength, balance and overall 
health as we age.  
Anne Panesar is on a mission to keep the over 60s moving by encouraging them to 
go along to an exercise class with a difference, designed by Move it or Lose it, its 
founder Julie Robinson as seen on BBC’s “How to Stay Young”.  This class is known 
as FABS, which stands for Flexibility, Aerobics, Balance and Strength.  The FABS 
programme combines exercises that have been scientifically proven by the Centre for 
Healthy Ageing Research at the University of Birmingham to turn back the clock. 
Anne Panesar explains how her Move it or Lose it class can help older people feel 
fabulous about life:  “I’m thrilled to be part of the FABS family.  I want to make a real 
difference to the community and to get this age group feeling great about themselves 
again.  There’s so many classes and clubs aimed at the under fifties and very little for 
baby boomers who still want to feel great but don’t like going to the gym to keep fit.  
It’s a fantastic way to get together with other people in the area, keep fit and have fun 
whilst doing it! 
“The exercises we do in the classes are easy to follow and fun.  This isn’t about 
people dressing in lycra ready to hit the gym or do a high intensity session, FABS is 
for people who want to live longer, happier, healthier lives. 
“We ensure there’s a warm welcome for everyone who attends and the first session is 
free, after that classes are £5 per person.” 
For more information or any questions then please contact Kim Wilcox Village Agent 
07943 555 519. Kim Wilcox 

PPrroocceeeeddss  ttoo  CChhuurrcchh  RRooooff  ffuunndd  
WHISTDRIVE 

Monday February 10th 
Ivy Hall, Brent Knoll 

By kind permission of Frances James 
7pm start  

Entry £1.50 Prizes, Refreshments and Raffle 
All Welcome 
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
BRENT KNOLL 
 
This year marks the 75th anniversary of the ending of the war in Europe and Japan.  
This is an important date in our history and to commemorate the ending of WWII, the 
spring bank holiday has been moved from the 4th May to the 8th May to coincide with 
the surrender of the German armed forces. 

On the weekend of the 8th May, we have lots of 
activities going on with the planting of an oak 
tree opposite the Methodist Church in Brent 
Street, thanks to Miss Frances James, displays 
in the Parish Hall, the lighting of a beacon on the 
Knoll and culminating on the Sunday with a 
church service here at St Michael’s church.  
There will be a further commemorative tree 
planting in the same field on the 15th August to 
mark VJ Day and the ending of the war in Japan. 

We are hoping that as many people as possible take part in this 75th anniversary and, 
in keeping with the celebrations that occurred on the 8th May 1945, we are asking that 
as many people as possible display the union flag or put bunting up for the weekend. 
We will keep you advised of all the activities going on in the parish of Three Saints 
here in the Brent Knoll News and on the notice board outside our Parish Hall. Steve 
 

 
VE Day 8th May 
 
 
VJ Day 15th August 
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Mike Brookes
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Your February Sudokus 
 Radio telescope Sudoku 17 Clue Sudoku 
 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A     3 8 5   
 

B   5 9   6      
C  8 2    1   
 

D 3 5    1 9   
 

E 8    2 9    
 

F 4   8 6     
 

G  6 4 2   8   
 

H         5  
 
J         3 

 

Knowing my interest in space, Klaus Brenner sent me the above Sudoku in the shape of a 
radio telescope which I appreciate.  I have put several articles in the BKN about latest space 
developments and you may have read the one on page 40 of the January edition with the 
link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txLmVpdWtNc.  2020 is going to be an eventful year 
with a Mars rover launch and even bigger rockets.  Watch this space! 
12 persons sent answers in last month.  Comments were “First two puzzles of the new year 
were very enjoyable -thanks David”: “Really enjoyed these Sudokus”: “Both interesting but 
easily managed”.  Solutions came from, Klaus Brenner, Jenny Butters, Pauline Chadwick, 
Christine Hall, Mac Hares, Nigel Higgins, Vicky Jones, Chris Marsh, Frankie and Geoff New, 
John Spiers, and Ted Toon.  Please send entries to me at david@flockman.com or 48, Brent 
Street.  Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request) are below:- David Filmer 
 Tough Sudoku 17 Clue Sudoku 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just for Fun – Paraprosdokians 
Hospitality:  making your guests feel like they’re at home, even if you wish they were. 
Money can’t buy happiness, but sure makes misery easier to live with! Mary Wridgway 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A       1  5 
 

B       8 4     
C   3   2    
 

D         7 
 

E 1 4   5     
 

F      6  2 3 
 

G          
 

H   2     6  
 
J    1 4     

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 7 5  9  1 6 2 3  4 8 
 

B 3 4 1 5 9  8 6 7 2 
   

C 2 8 6 7 3 4 1  9 5 
 

D 4 3 5 6 8 1 9 2 7 
 

E 6  7 2  9 4 3 8 5 1 
 

F 9 1 8 2 7 5 4 3 6 
 

G 8 6 7  5 9 2 1 4 
 

H 1 9 4 8 2 7 5  6 3 
 
J 5 2 3 4 1 6 7 8 9 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 1 5  9 2 3 8 7 4 6 
 

B 3  6 4 5 7 5 2 9 8 
 

C 2 8 7 6 9 4 5 3 1 
 

D 7 1 3 4  5 2 6 8 9 
 

E 8 9  6 3 1 7 4 2 5 
 

F 4 2 5 8 6 9 1 7 3 
 

G 6 7 2 1 8 3 9 5 4 
 

H 5 4 8 9 2 6 3 1 7 
 
J 9 3 1 7 4 5 8 6 2 
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
Future Meetings 2020 
No Meetings in February. 
Our first meeting for 2020 will be on Tuesday 10th March at the Manor Hall, Lympsham. 
Please note that this meeting will begin at 7.30pm when Don Everitt will talk about 
Lilies and other Summer flowering bulbs.  Don’s talk will be followed by our AGM.  
Next Meeting will be on Tuesday 14th April at 7.45pm at the Manor Hall, Lympsham.
 Mariette Denison 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Went to the dentist this morning” 
“So does that tooth still hurt you?” 

“I don’t know, he kept it!” 
The Eye Of A Poet 
What is there for a poet to see 
Which cannot be seen by you or me? 
Nothing.  But you see they make it up 
To pretend they have a fuller cup 
Of life 
When you suffer losses you get through 
There is nothing else that you can do 
The poet records his time of pain 
So that he can relive it again 
And again 
Where on earth does all this rhyming stop 
A special verse when you’re at the top? 
Something morbid, if at the bottom 
Even then the rhyme is not forgotten 
By poets 
Who are these folk who keep it rhyming 
Or write “poems” without rhyme or timing? 
Those who find having it written there  
Makes it a little easier to bear 
Like you and me JMS 2002 



Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

Le
gal 

ex
pert

ise

YOU
Client 

service

Understanding 
your needs

To us the law is personal. 
Personal to you, our client.
Working to your individual requirements is the
difference between getting the job done and getting
the result you want.
This commitment to quality service is why we are one 
of the leading firms in Weston and attract work from 
local and national clients.
Please speak with your local contact Tim Hannah.

01934 623 501
www.powellslaw.com

01278 556677 
www.mcmillantheatre.com    
Bath Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4PZ

Lipstick On Your Collar
Friday 3 April 
7.30pm

Clive Anderson: 
Me, Macbeth & I
Saturday 28 March, 7.30pm

Teacups and Tiaras
William Hanson’s History of Etiquette
Friday 6 March, 7.30pm

Sunday 16 February,  
12pm & 3pm 
Tickets: £13

Rapunzel 
Sunday 5 April
12pm & 3.30pm
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BOOK FAIR 2019 
It’s our annual Book Fair time again.  This will be our 
only book fair this year (otherwise it would be bi-
annual, of course!) and it will be on Saturday March 
28th and Sunday March 29th from 10am to 4pm each day.  So, whether you favour 
hardbacks or paperbacks, incline to old books or new books, are partial to children’s 
books or adult books (not that sort!), seek facts or prefer fiction, fancy a laugh or a 
cry, enjoy sharpening your brain or soothing your mind, or, maybe, just like reclining 
in a chair looking at pictures, we will have something for you.  We will also have a few 
records (remember them!), CDs, DVDs and, perhaps, even a tape or two, plus a 
chance to relax with a little refreshment after (or between) the rather more serious 
pursuit of that elusive author’s title you have been looking for this last few years. 
With most paperbacks at 50p and most hardbacks at £1 you can’t go wrong, though 
we will have an extended selection of better books at slightly higher prices.  Come 
and get a bargain, brush up on your favourite hobby, buy a book for bedtime, 
something to send you sweetly to sleep, or, if you prefer a more adventurous night, 
why not scare yourself silly with an exciting thriller.  You can seek a novel or a 
novelty, enjoy the adventures of your heroes, or bore the pants off a near relative with 
a book you know they always wanted. 
If you have books you would like to donate, please contact me, John Page, on        
(01278) 760 986. John Page 

The Woodpecker might 
have to go! 
Everything I need to know about life, 
I learned from Noah’s Ark… 
1) Don’t, miss the boat. 
2) Remember that we are all in the 

same boat. 
3) Plan ahead.  It wasn’t raining 

when Noah built the Ark. 
4) Stay fit.  When you’re 600 years 

old, someone may ask you to 
do something really big. 

5) Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done. 
6) Build your future on high ground. 
7) For safety’s sake, travel in pairs 
8) Speed isn’t always an advantage.  The snails were on board with the cheetahs. 
9) When you are stressed, float a while. 
10) Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals. 
11) No matter the storm, when you are with God, there’s always a rainbow waiting. 

Sonja Moore 
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A COMMUNITY SHOP FOR BRENT KNOLL? 
14 Brent Knoll parishioners attended an initial informal meeting to hear about the 
possible loss of the village shop, and to discuss potential solutions. 
The meeting, in the Jubilee Room of the village hall, was arranged by John Mathews, 
who had used the Brent Knoll “NextDoor” social media platform to raise the threat of 
the shop being lost.  Such was the strong response that he invited those who had 
responded to attend this initial get-together. 
Attendees, who included the clerk and three members of Brent Knoll Parish Council, 
heard a detailed explanation of the situation from the shop’s owner, Caroline 
Chennells, who said that she will have to close the shop if no other solution is found. 
Caroline also explained the current cessation of the Post Office. 
Discussion then confirmed that retaining, if possible, both the shop and the Post 
Office were viewed as a major priority for the village. 
It was agreed to open discussions with the Plunkett Foundation, a charitable body 
that advises and helps rural communities to create and run Community Shops.  This 
has now begun, and will see the first of their recommendations enacted – a 
community consultation project, using a detailed questionnaire and a more formal, 
well publicised, public meeting to measure public support for a community shop. 
Caroline underlined her willingness to help, including offers to consult the Post Office 
and to reduce any major up-front cost commitment by offering an initial rental lease 
for a trial year. 
This meeting was hastily arranged through “NextDoor”, and many villagers have 
confirmed that they would have attended if they had known about it, or had had more 
notice. 
“This meeting was just a ‘toe-in-the-water’, but that meeting has demonstrated that we 
should pursue the possibility of re-opening our Post Office and keeping our shop by 
engaging the community”, said John Mathews. 
The next step will ask villagers to take part in a survey questionnaire about their views 
on the future of the Post Office and shop, including other activities or services that 
they would like to see. 
Further information:   John Mathews – 07414-868333 

Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle 

The Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle meets at Ball Copse Hall.  Sessions 
are held every Monday evening starting at 7pm and last for two hours.  The term lasts 
until 16th March.  The cost for the term is £20, representing less than £2 per session!  
This next term continues the theme of music including titles from the British Isles. 
I do hope you will join us.  I guarantee that you will hear some really good music, in 
pleasant surroundings, with great company.  Please contact Alan Spencer on 01278 
760572 alanspencer2@compuserve.com if you are interested in attending.  If you are 
not sure you can try a couple of weeks with no obligation.  The programme is 
available on the Brent Knoll Village Website, under Local Organisations 
http://www.brentknollvillage.co.uk/musicgroup.htm. 
 Alan Spencer, Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle 
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lovere
YYoouurr  uupphhoollsstteerreedd  ffuurrnniittuurree  mmaayy  bbee  llooookkiinngg  aa  lliittttllee  ttiirreedd,,  
bbuutt  yyoouu  ccaann  ffaallll  iinn  lloovvee  wwiitthh  iitt  aallll  oovveerr  aaggaaiinn  wwhheenn  yyoouu 

ggeett  iitt  rree--uupphhoollsstteerreedd  bbyy  FFuurrnniittuurree  CCaarree  CCeennttrree..

CCaallll  ttooddaayy  ttoo  aarrrraannggee  aa  hhoommee  vviissiitt  aanndd  ffrreeee,,  nnoo  
oobblliiggaattiioonn  qquuoottaattiioonn..  

Call 07825 852285 
oorr  eemmaaiill  ffcccc@@ccaasstteellaannggrroouupp..ccoomm

Furniture Care Centre is part of the Castelan Group. Alpha House, Sunnyside Road North, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 3QY
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BAD 
are presenting 

A REALLY BAD SHOW 
on 

29th February 
at 

7.30pm 
Tickets are £10 and the proceeds from the ticket sales will go to 

Burnham Area Rescue Boat 
There will be a raffle and bar which will be run by 

members of the Parish Hall Committee. 
Tickets can be purchased from Caroline at the Village Shop

Brent Knoll Community Cinema 
I would like to explore the possibility of setting up a 
community cinema at the Parish Hall in Brent Knoll.    
If you are interested in helping please give me a call 
on 01278 760 226 or email:  colinstownsend@me.com 

 Colin Townsend 

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR 
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 

SATURDAY 8th February 
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10am to 12 noon 

Locally produced fresh Pork, Goat’s milk, cheese and meat, Eggs, Pickles and Preserves.  
Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, Westcroft Cider, Cakes and Savouries, Handmade Cards, 
Silver & Beaded Jewellery, Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, Dog Treats, Textiles, 

etc., CDs, DVDs, Books & Bric-a-Brac. 
Plus Raffle 

The Parish Café will be serving drinks & light snacks. 
Entrance FREE 

Good Quality, Clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall (No Electrical Goods, please) 
will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or to Book a Table (£7 per table)  

Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)                                  Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 
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“200+ CLUB” – 2020 
There’s been a really good response to the 2020 200+ Club, with over 310 numbers 
already reserved but we still have a few members from 2019 who haven’t replied yet. 
With the first draw for 2020 due to take place at the Brent Knoll Bazaar on Saturday 
8th February, there is still time to join!  Numbers cost £12 per annum and are open to 
anyone (you don’t need to live in Brent Knoll), we have members in the USA, 
Australia and even Rooksbridge!! 
If you’d like to join, you can drop in an envelope marked “200+ Club” with a cheque 
payable to “Brent Knoll Parish Hall” together with your name and address, at the 
Brent Knoll Shop or e-mail Bob at bob@flockman.com for more information. 
The more numbers in the draw the more prizes issued!! 
 Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 

                                                                                  
                                                       

BBRREENNTT  KKNNOOLLLL  WWII  
  SSOOUUPP  LLUUNNCCHH  
IINN  PPAARRIISSHH  HHAALLLL  

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY  1155tthh  
1122  NNOOOONN  ––  11..3300..PPMM  

    PPRRIICCEE  ££55..0000..      
  TTOO  IINNCCLLUUDDEE  SSOOUUPP,,  RROOLLLL,,  PPUUDDDDIINNGG    

    AANNDD  TTEEAA//CCOOFFFFEEEE  
PPLLEEAASSEE  PPAAYY  OONN  DDOOOORR  

AAllll  wweellccoommee  
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     PLUMBING 
 BY GEORGE Ltd! 

 302969 Brent Knoll  
 Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside 

taps, Shower replacements, etc. 
 Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades 
 Boiler servicing 

Tel:  07813 321 197 
Company number: 9523398 
A company registered in England & Wales 
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• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents 
• WIFI

 • Fully equipped holiday cottages also 
available for house moves, relocation

 • Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available 
• Used touring caravans for sale

 • Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold 
Registered (G&S Storage)

Near Weston-Super-Mare,  
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

Country Retreat Set in 
the Heart of Somerset

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com

www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

DulhornHoliday DulhornFarmHP

a5-landscape.indd   1 07/12/2017   22:03
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Coppélia - December – Live Ballet at the Cinema 
This is a wonderful ballet, so full of colour and joyfulness.  (Not sure I should be 
writing this – half of Brent Knoll were there – someone will probably say they saw a 
different ballet to me!). 
Coppélia is about an inventor, Dr Coppélius, who creates dolls which move 
(clockwork), and has now made a female doll with whom he has fallen in love – he 
wants her to be alive, and puts her in the window to attract people, Franz, a village 
boy, falls for her, and is enticed into the house, and, drugged, then while Franz is 
asleep Coppélius tries to take life from him and put it into Coppélia. 
Franz’ girl, Swanhilde, is jealous, breaks into the work-shop, takes the place of the 
doll and tricks Dr Coppélius into thinking Coppélia has come to life. 
The two principal dancers were Marianella Nünos and Vadim Mungatirov – they 
dance so wonderfully together, and enjoy it so much.  In interviews with Darcey 
Bussell they both said how much they enjoyed dancing with each other.  There is not 
a lot for the male dancer to do, but our principal female is practically never off the 
stage – such a challenging role, and Nünos was magnificent. 
We get a great deal of corps de ballet work in this work, and all very energetic – 
polkas, mazurkas and czardas, all mixed in.  Great choreography and Delibes’, 
marvellous music.  What’s not to like? Pauline Chadwick 

A date for your diary 
 

Pancakes 
The Royal British Legion 

Brent Knoll Branch 
Invite you all for  

A PANCAKE MORNING ON SATURDAY 22nd FEBRUARY 2020 
 AT BRENT KNOLL PARISH HALL 

11am – 2 pm 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY 
our Parish Clerk, Owen Cullwick 

will be holding a Parish Surgery on 
Wednesday, February 5th 

4.30pm to 6pm 
Jubilee Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Please use this opportunity to meet your Parish Clerk to discuss any issues 
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Useful Village Contacts: Contact e-mail Telephone 
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll Revd. Kevin Wright priest.tpots@gmail.com 760844 
Parochial Church Council, Secretary, Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Administrator Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Warden Miss Frances James  760287 
 Mike Smith   760691 
Church Cleaners Weit Harper  760803 
Church Flowers Mrs Marion Vining  760612 
Poppy Organiser Mrs Sally Wingate  760610 
Brass Cleaners Miss Frances James  760287 
Methodist Church,  Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk 784808 
 Janet Southwell  760445 
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers  783920 
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright, 422703 
Member of Parliament James Heappey James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk  01749 343255 
County Councillor Bob Filmer   BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk 760760 
District Councillor Bob Filmer   bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk 760760 
 Andrew Gilling  andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk 01934 750580 
Parish Council, Clerk Owen Cullwick clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  07917 445215 
 Chairman  Colin Townsend colinstownsend@me.com 760226 
 Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett andreah@sentinor.com 760099 
 Footpath Contact  Cynthia Trivett–Bill cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com  760198 
Parish Hall Booking Secretary  Jenny Butters  jenny.butters@onetel.com  760477 
 Bazaar  Eddie Fuller  eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308 
 Chairman  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Secretary  Sandra Few  sjfizzard@aol.com 760451 
Doctor  Dr S L Aung   760313 
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline        111 
Western Power Distribution Power Cut?  105 
WRVS Prescription Service   760313 
Brent Knoll Primary School Chris Burman office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk  760546 
Toddlers Group   Jane Hannah timothyhannah@aol.com 760629 
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School Cathy Hurley  769126 
Village Shop   Caroline Chennells  760225 
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)    
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor  Bob Filmer bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Distribution  Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308 
Police Non-Emergency Number         101 
Rhyne Problems   Lower Axe Draining Board 789906 
Village Agent  Kim Wilcox  Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk 07943 555519 
National Trust Honorary Ranger Ged Keele   769010 
Village Societies:  
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)  Sarah Joyce   787493 
Cancer Research Campaign   t.b.c. 
Conservative Branch  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
Ecumenical Group  Revd. Margaret Trapp   760573 
Good Companions  Mrs Ann Robson   760981 
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows Jane Sinnott  jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk  
Horticultural Society (Burnham)    t.b.c. 
Royal British Legion  Rod Southwell   760445 
Short Mat Bowling Club Alan Castle   760424 
Table Tennis Club  John Mathews  07414 868333 
Tennis Club   Alison Hillyer   01934 815407 
Women’s Institute  Janet Southwell   760445 
Women’s Society  Julie Baker   751229 
E&OE 



Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts



50

BRENT KNOLL NEWS FEBRUARY

50 
 

Diary for February Page 
31st Mobile Library [Friday] Village Shop   9.20-10.05am 
  1st St Mary’s Handbell Ringers practice (Every Sat) Ivy Hall   9.30am 
  2nd Café Church St Mary’s, East Brent   3.30pm 27 
  3rd Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday) Parish Hall   2.00pm  
  3rd Ecumenical Group Methodist Church   2.30pm 4,15 
  3rd Classical Music Circle (Every Monday) Ball Copse Hall   7.00pm 40 
  4th Toddlers (Every Tuesday) Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 3 
  5th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste  Your House   Early!!  
  5th Parish Surgery Jubilee Room   4.30-6.00pm 7,47 
  5th Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room   7.00pm 7 

Parish Council Meeting Jubilee Room to follow immediately 
  5th Table Tennis Club (Every Wednesday) Parish Hall   8/9.00-10pm 
  6th All-Sorts Community Choir (Every Thursday) Methodist Church   7.30-9.30pm  
  8th Bazaar, Farmers’ Market & Parish Café Parish Hall 10am-noon 31,43 
10th Meet & Eat Nuttall Room 12.30pm 23 
10th New Fitness Class Berrow Village Hall   1.30-2.30pm 31 
10th Whist Drive Ivy Hall   7.00pm 31 
10th Parish Hall Committee meeting Jubilee Room   7.45pm 31 
12th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
12th Women’s Institute – ‘Galápagos Islands” Parish Hall   2.30pm 23 
14th Valentine’s Dinner Woodlands   7.00pm 24 
15th Deadline for March Brent Knoll News  12.00 noon 50 
15th Soup Lunch Parish Hall 12.00-1.30pm 23,44 
16th ‘For those we have loved’ St Michael’s Church   6.30pm 36 
17th WI Craft Group Methodist Schoolroom   2.30pm 16 
17th Alzheimer & Dementia Carers Group Brentcombe House   4.00pm 15 
18th No Toddlers (Half Term)    3 
19th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste  Your House   Early!!  
19th Good Companions “Cystic Fibrosis” Parish Hall   2.30pm 16 
20th COM-FOR-TEA - Comfort Group Contact Dot   2.00pm 15 
22nd Pancakes by Royal British Legion Parish Hall 11.00-2.00pm 47 
25th Live Ballet Ritz Cinema   7.15pm 23 
26th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
27th Bereaved Friends Group 87, Brent Street   2.30pm 15 
27th Women’s Society – Quiz 135, Brent Street   8.00pm 23 
28th Mobile Library [Friday] Village Shop   9.20-10.05am 
29th The Really BAD Show Parish Hall   7.00pm 15,31,43 
POSTAL Subscription 
The Brent Knoll News is available by post for those outside the village.  All you need to do is to 
send name and address together with a cheque for £15 (incl. UK postage), to the editor, 
payable to “Brent Knoll News” and we’ll do the rest, you could even give it as a present! 
Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then why not 
share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your article interesting. 
Deadline for the March 2020 Issue –  
All contributions to be received by noon on Saturday 15th February, to:- bob@flockman.com  
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or the standpoint of the Brent 
Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 



Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

Come and see us at Burnham Swim & Sports Academy, Berrow Rd

www.centralsomersetphysio.co.uk

Please visit us online or 
call to make a booking
01278 785221 

enquiries@centralsomersetphysio.co.uk

Chartered Physiotherapists Liz & Andy Gardner 
are HCPC & CSP registered 

to assess and treat a variety of injuries 
Sports injuries & massage

Acupuncture • Back pain & sciatica
Joint & muscle pains • Neck pain & headaches

Registered with all major insurance providers  
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