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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

Contacts Baptisms  
Baptisms can be arranged either ; 
   - On the 4th or 5th Sunday of each month at 12.15 or 1.15.  
Please understand there may be times when we have two 
or more children to baptise at any time. 
   - Or at our regular worship on a Sunday Morning at 10am; 
there will be exceptions due to the Church calendar. 
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.   
Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org 

Weddings 
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church 
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates 
and times, also talk with you about the qualifying 
connection you must have with the Parish and to take your 
contact details. 
You will then be contacted by our Priest to arrange a 
mutually convenient time to meet to discuss your 
commitment and requirements. 
Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org 

Funerals 
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Priest and 
Church Administrator to arrange your requirements. 

                                    ******************* 
Visit our website – 
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Priest in Charge Reverend Simon Lewis
The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ

Tel 01278 760496 / rev.simonlewis@gmail.com

Church Administrator – Carole Carter
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ

Tel 01278 769082
e mail office.tpots@gmail.com

Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Churchwardens
St Christopher’s, Lympsham
Gwen Hatton 01934 750416 / gwenhatton@gmail.com
St Mary’s, East Brent
Kathy Quinnell 01278 760031 /kathyquinnell10@gmail.com
Christine Hussey 01278 760034
St Michael’s, Brent Knoll
Frances James 01278 760287
Mike Smith 01278 760691 / mjbsmith@orangehome.co.uk

Church Treasurer – Jim Hanmer
01934 750076 / j.hanmer@btinternet.com
Stewardship Coordinator – Nick Bashford
01278 760190 / nickbash@btinternet.com

PCC Secretary – Sandra Hanmer
01934 750076 / sandra.hanmer@btinternet.com

Services for February 2017 
Date Service Time Church 
  5th February 
4 before Lent 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 
All-Sorts-Worship 

  8.00am 
  9.30am 
11.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

12th February 
3 before Lent 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

19th February 
2 before Lent 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

26th February 
Sunday next before Lent 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 
Evening Prayer – Said 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  6.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

Every Tuesday Holy Communion   2.30pm St. Mary’s East Brent 
Every Wednesday Holy Communion 10.00am St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota 
12th February   8.00am Sally Wingate 
19th February 10.00am Tim Hannah & Jane Hannah 
26th February   6.30pm Pat Doble 
Church Register 
At Rest 
Joan Shirley Bicknell;  John Frederick Smith 
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com) 
Minister Revd. Steve Bennett 

We were all sorry to hear of the passing of Margaret Sheldon on Tuesday 10th January.   
I never had the privilege of meeting Margaret, but on speaking with our own Rev 
Margaret Trapp, I very much feel that the loss was mine. 
Margaret Trapp told me that Margaret Sheldon was an absolute gift to the Methodist 
Church in Brent Knoll, being a member here for over 40 years before she moved on to 
Weston.  She was our Church Secretary for many years, took part in our Sunday school 
and helped with teas and coffees in the formative years of the toddler group.  And as a 
keen and gifted gardener, she boosted our wares at our Spring coffee mornings with the 
wonderful plants that she brought along with her and which she had raised from seed. 
As well as being such an integral and well-loved member of our church, she was also a 
great friend to the Village and took an active role in all aspects of its life - Good 
Companions, the WI, helping to test the Brownies when they went for their badges and 
even being in one of the groups who helped collate the Brent Knoll News in the good old 
days when they had to be printed off a duplicator in the vestry in St Michael’s Church.  
Margaret Trapp told me that Margaret Sheldon had a great sense of humour and all 
those who knew her would remember her with much love and affection.  And it goes 
without saying that our love and our prayers go out to her family at this time. 
With the Winter weather firmly set in, we’ve been missing some of our church family 
members on Sunday mornings due to the colds and flu, which are inevitably doing the 
rounds at this time of year.  To all of you who have not physically been able to be in our 
congregation - you have been very much missed but you have been with us in our 
thoughts and our prayers each Sunday.  We wish you a speedy recovery and look 
forward to seeing you back with us. 
From all of us here at Brent Knoll Methodist Church - we hope you keep warm and 
healthy in this gloomy month of February.  And to keep in mind that Spring is on the way 
next month! 
God bless. Rosemary Krull 

Preachers for February at 10.30am 
  5th February : Rev Steven Marr (Holy Communion) 
12th February : Deacon Gary Hoare  
           (Link Service @ East Brent No service @ Brent Knoll Methodist) 
19th February : Mr Len Horlock 
26th February : Miss Rosemary Krull   

Toddlers 
As I write this, much of the country is covered in snow so our Winter display 
board showing falling snowflakes and some extremely cold looking deer is 
very appropriate. 
It was great to see the toddlers after Christmas and to hear the super news 
of the safe arrival of Alice’s lovely baby sister.  Many, many 
Congratulations to Bonnie and Michael. 

Just to remind everyone that there will be no Toddlers on Tuesday 14th February as it 
is the half-term week.  Back on Tuesday 21st February when we might start to think 
about Spring! Jane 
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Call now for a free no 
obligation quote 
 

We will aim to beat  
all written quotes 
 
 
 

Part P Qualified  
 

17th Edition 
 

Inspection & Testing 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Registered 

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset 
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Basic pet obedience, Rally 
obedience, Agility, Flyball, 
Heelwork to music and fun 

classes. 
Behavioural problems a 

speciality. 
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM

raw meats. 
For further details phone: 

01278 760 477
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Brent Knoll Parish Council Meeting 
Summary – January 2017 

Meeting Attendance: 9 Councillors and the Clerk. 
Minutes of the December meeting. 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2016 were approved as true and 
accurate reflections of that meeting. 
Declarations of Pecuniary, Prejudicial and Personal interest declared as 
follows:-  
Cllr R Filmer declared interest on the grounds of pre determination on all 
planning matters, Cllr R Hall declared a prejudicial interest in application no 
07/16/00028. 
Planning Applications 
Cllr R Filmer left the meeting during planning session having declared an 
interest on the grounds of pre-determination and Cllr R Hall left the meeting 
during discussions on application 07/16/00028. 
07/16/00028: Erection of a carport and a shed at Pink Thyme Cottage Burton Row 
Brent Knoll TA9 4BX 
Response: The Parish Council decided unanimously not to support this 
application on the grounds that the application is confused and un clear on what 
is being proposed. 
Cllr R Hall returned to the meeting  
07/16/00025: Erection of a detached garage with first floor storage area and single 
storey extension to side (East) elevation on site of existing (to be demolished) at 
Croft Orchard Burton Row Brent Knoll TA9 4BY 
Response: The Parish Council offer no observations to this application 
07/16/00026: Variation of conditions 2 & 3 of planning permission 07/15/00016 
(installation of a Solar Park with an output of approximately 2.79mw) to extend 
the duration of the planning permission from 25 years and 6 months to 30 years 
and 6 months and to amend the layout on land at Wick Lane. 
Response: To support the proposal and variation of planning permission 
07/15/00016 on the grounds of previously granted permission on the same land 
with existing infrastructure and that there are no material differences to the 
project and the extension of 5 years will not affect the local community. 
07/16/00030: Widening of existing access on to Wick Lane to accommodate heavy 
Goods vehicles for the construction period of the Wick Lane Solar Farm 
(Application reference 07/15/00016 approved on the 17th December 2015) on land 
at Wick Lane Brent Knoll TA9 4BU 
Response: Majority support this application on the grounds of reducing the 
impact of traffic congestion in Wick Lane. 
Town and Country Planning Act: Appeal to the secretary of State against the 
Council’s refusal to grant planning consent Application no 07/16/00010 for the 
retention of change of use and conversion of farm building to a dwelling on land at 
Bramble Farm Harp Road Mark TA9 4HQ 
Response: Our previous objection remains as agreed by the Parish Council on 7th 
September 2016 and unanimous view of this application remains unchanged  
Cllr R Filmer returned to the meeting. 
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Brent Knoll Parish Council Meeting - Continued 
Key Matters agreed and resolutions approved 

1. Continued consultation on upgrading Play equipment. 
2. Survey of all outstanding road surface issues in Crooked Lane/ Station Road. 
3. Agreement to replace Millennium Oak Signage. 
4. Reporting to highways the collapsing of pavements into the rhyne opposite 

Cider Farm. 
5. Quotes to be sought for fencing at the end of East Ride. 

Finance Matters. 
Statutory Payments list approved by the Council. 
The Parish Council resolved to approve the payments for January 2017 as outlined 
on the published agenda prior to the meeting. 
Full copy of the minutes available on the website and also available from the Clerk. 
Forthcoming meetings. 
Next main meeting: Wednesday 1st February, 7.30pm with a Parish Surgery for 
anyone wishing to visit the Parish Council with local issues: this will be at 4pm.  
Public always welcome to these meetings. 
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Tel 07917 445 215 

WI Craft Group 
We will meet at 2.30pm in the Methodist Church School room on Monday February 20th. 
We are a small friendly group who enjoy knitting, chatting and having a cuppa.  We 
knit for ‘Mission to Seafarers’ and ‘Somewhere to Go’. 
If you would like to join us, you would be most welcome; you don’t have to belong to 
the WI to do so. 
For more details contact me. Margaret Smith, 760 691 

Fun in February on Saturday 25th 2017 
Date for 2017 ‘Fun in February’; clear up the churchyard is 25th February, 
so put it in your nice new diary all you regulars, and all new faces are 
welcome.  The usual Ploughman’s lunch to keep you going as well as 
cups of drink. 
Another far away date to put in is the National Gardens Scheme Open 

day is 9th July: just to let you know!                                                                Sue Boss 
 

Knoll Conservatives - New Year Social 
Knoll Conservatives held their New Year Social at Wascelyn, 48, Brent 
Street on Saturday 14th January. 
It was a very enjoyable evening attended by over 30 local residents both members 
and non-members, from each of the four Parishes that make up the Knoll 
Conservatives (Brent Knoll, Burnham Without, East Brent and Lympsham).  Our local 
MP, James Heappey, also came and spoke about a range of issues both local and 
national. 
There was a terrific finger buffet laid on by Liz Bream and a wonderfully traditional 
Mulled wine prepared by Weit Harper and of course a raffle! 
A lovely evening, with good company in a pleasant setting, as usual! Bob 
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Adam Popham 
Director 
A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd 

 

Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural 
local Electrical contractor 

All aspects of electrical work 
undertaken in a courteous, friendly 

and professional manner 
 

Mark, Somerset,     07738221754 
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A professional, caring and friendly 
veterinary service for your pet. 

 
We can offer you and your pet: 

24 hour on-site emergency service  

24 hour on-site nursing care  

Modern facilities and equipment  

Large car park with disabled access 

Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm  

Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm 

Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794 
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592  

email: admin@blakevets.co.uk 

    Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk 
Consultations by appointment only.



                       
                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holywell Nursing Home 
 

Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Telephone: 01278 760 601      Fax: 01278 760 912 

Email: holywellnursinghome@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Registered Provider and Matron:  Sarah Joyce  RMN  RGN 
 

At Holywell we believe that all who use our services should feel welcome, safe and in control.  
That their rights to have choice, independence, dignity, privacy and fulfillment are respected. 

 
Holywell is registered and regulated by the Care Quality Commission and has been awarded 

the Quality Rating with Somerset Social Services. 
 

We now have accommodation for 30 residents. 
 

All rooms are ensuite and our recent upgrade includes a second lift, extra bathroom with 
ceiling hoist and a shower/wet room.  The kitchen is now in the centre of the Nursing Home, 

by the dining room. 
 

We can offer long term care, short term or respite care, from one night to however long is 
required, day care or visit for a meal or bath/shower.  Drop in information service, we are here 

to help and support our local community. 
 

We also welcome volunteers especially to help our less able to enjoy their meals, perhaps hand 
massage or give a hand with the activity ladies. 

 
People coming to live here are encouraged to bring with them items to personalize their rooms. 

 
We operate an open house policy, visitors are welcome at any time that the resident is happy to 

see them. 
 

A brochure is available which includes our Philosophy of Care and Statement of Purpose. 
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Holiday Accommodation 
Three bedroom apartment, sleeping six.  Overlooking the harbour.  In 
Porthmadog, Gwynedd, North Wales.  Porthmadog has a rich maritime and 
railway history, being the terminus of both the Welsh Highland Railway 
and the Blaenau Ffestiniog Railway.  An excellent base for touring the 
surrounding area.  The famous Italianate village of Portmeirion, built by the 
architect Sir Clough Williams-Ellis, is just 2 miles away, whilst Criccieth 
and Harlech castles are within easy 
reach.  As are Mt Snowdon, 
Caernarfon and Anglesey. 
The apartment has good views of the 
harbour and the Ffestiniog Railway 
terminus.  The shops are less than a 
five minute walk and the nearest 
beach at Borth-y-Guest a 15 minute 
walk.   Ample local walking in 
breath taking scenery. 
For more details please contact Jenny on 01278 760477 or 07748 781 593
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Bits and Bobs FOR SALE 
If you have an item for sale, send me details of it with your asking price, 
your contact details and £1 per line.  Prospective buyers contact you direct.  
All transactions are between the two parties and the BKN is not involved. Ed. 
Silver-grey Nissan Micra, 1 litre. Reg 54 (Sept 2004). 10-month MOT, good 
condition, well-serviced; £1,200 ono  Tel: 01278 760 224 PC 

Pastoral Care Groups 
Since September 2014, there have been groups running in the villages of Brent Knoll, 
East Brent and Lympsham, supported by The Parish of Three Saints.  
Care Support Groups - Alzheimer’s and Dementia Carers Group  
February 20th, 4pm at Brentcombe House, Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ. 
Tel Carla 01278 760 041 or Maggie 01278 760 661 for details. 
Comfort Group 
February 16th, 2.30pm at Wayfarers, Brent Road, East Brent, TA9 4DB. 
Tel Dot 01278 760 600 for details. 
Bereavement Friends Group  
February 23rd, 2.30pm at 87, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4EQ. 
Tel Margaret 01278 760 691 or Gwen 01934 750 416. 
These groups are open to all. Margaret 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Friday, 3rd March 

10.30am 
Brent Knoll Methodist Church 
Prepared by the Women of the Philippines 

“Am I Being Unfair to you?” 
Refreshments and Fair Trade Stall, all Welcome. 

CHRISTIAN AID  
The aim of Christian Aid is to help people around the world get out of 
poverty.  This is done by supporting local projects across 39 countries as well as 
helping when there are emergences such as hurricanes, earthquakes, etc.  
Some of the funding for this aid is raised during Christian Aid week:-a week in May in 
which volunteers arrange events.  This is done by local areas throughout Great 
Britain.  The local area of Burnham and Highbridge need some more volunteers to 
ensure that this year’s Christian Aid Week May 14th to May 20th runs efficiently.  
If you are interested in joining the team of volunteers, come to the AGM of the local 
Christian Aid on February 18th at West Huntspill Methodist Church from 11.30am.  
Coffee and tea are available from 11 am.  
Volunteers are interested in alleviating poverty and are not necessarily members of 
any particular church. 
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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Tech Support 
I recently read this in a magazine.  Hope it makes you smile like it did me. 
The young woman who submitted the tech support message below (about her 
relationship to her husband) presumably did it as a joke.  Then she got a reply that 
was way too good to keep to herself.  The tech support people's love advice was 
hilarious and genius! 
The query: 
Dear Tech Support, 
Last year I upgraded from Boyfriend 5.0 to Husband 1.0 and noticed a distinct slowdown 
in overall system performance, particularly in the flower and jewellery applications, which 
operated flawlessly under Boyfriend 5.0.  In addition, Husband 1.0 uninstalled many 
other valuable programs, such as Romance 9.5 and Personal Attention 6.5, and then 
installed undesirable programs such as: NBA 5.0, NFL 3.0 and Golf Clubs 4.1.  
Conversation 8.0 no longer runs, and House cleaning 2.6 simply crashes the system.  
Please note that I have tried running Nagging 5.3 to fix these problems, but to no avail. 
What can I do? 
Signed, Desperate 
The response (that came weeks later out of the blue): 
Dear Desperate, 
First keep in mind, Boyfriend 5.0 is an Entertainment Package, while Husband 1.0 is 
an operating system.  Please enter command: I thought you loved me.html and try to 
download Tears 6.2.  Do not forget to install the Guilt 3.0 update.  If that application 
works as designed, Husband 1.0 should then automatically run the applications 
Jewellery 2.0 and Flowers 3.5. 
However, remember, overuse of the above application can cause Husband 1.0 to 
default to Grumpy Silence 2.5, Happy Hour 7.0, or Beer 6.1.  Please note that Beer 
6.1 is a very bad program that will download the Farting and Snoring Loudly Beta 
version.  Whatever you do, DO NOT, under any circumstances, install Mother-In-Law 
1.0 as it runs a virus in the background that will eventually seize control of all your 
system resources. 
In addition, please do not attempt to re-install the Boyfriend 5.0 program.  These are 
unsupported applications and will crash Husband 1.0.  In summary, Husband 1.0 is a 
great program, but it does have limited memory and cannot learn new applications 
quickly.  You might consider buying additional software to improve memory and 
performance.  We recommend Cooking 3.0. 
Good Luck! 
Can I also add two reflections of a wise old man?  Yes I know I am not that wise 
although I am old.  One out of two is not bad. 
Marriage is the only war where you get to sleep with the enemy. 
Despite the old saying “Don’t take your troubles to bed”.  Many men still sleep with 
their wives. 
Whatever you are doing, have a Happy Valentine’s day. 

 Manshu Shah (Sub postmaster Brent Knoll) 
FRONT COVER Photo   
Thank you to John Page for his photo of a very chilly looking spider’s web. Bob 
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WHERE IN OUR VILLAGE 
Each month the BKN will have a small picture quiz – no prizes, but I hope you 
may enjoy guessing where the object shown is located within the Parish 

boundary. 
Last month’s object is to be found at Ivy Clad Hall.  I must 
apologise for an error, when I said that December’s object was 
on Leigh House in Brent Street.  In fact, it is from Under Knoll, 
a few door away – thank you for pointing that out Rambler. 

This month features part of something we have all passed by but which may not be quite 
as obvious, unless you are looking in the right direction at the right time. So where is it?         
The answer and another object will be shown next month. JaPe 

 
 

The weather on the day we had our Christmas lunch was showery and mild for the time 
of year.  Every year we go to the Beachcomber because they provide such a good 
Christmas lunch with all the trimmings, there is ample parking and the staff could not be 
more helpful.  The atmosphere was congenial and noisy with lots of chatter and laughter, 
not to mention the fart balloons.  I have to mention the free raffle, if only because I won 
one of the prizes.  At the end of the lunch, with shouts of Merry Christmas, we all went 
our merry way.  I hope you all had a Happy Christmas and New Year.  The Good 
Companions have an interesting and varied programme for their meetings in 2017 to 
which you are all welcome to come and share with us. 
February 15th - Westonzoyland Airport - Robert Turner. 
March 15th - Good Companions Past  John Page. 
April 19th - U3A Ukulele Band   - Rachel 
We are a very friendly group and we welcome new members.  We meet at 2.30pm in the 
Parish Hall on the third Wednesday of every month except December.  For more 
information contact either Karen Russell on 01278 769 382 or Ann Robson 01278 760 
981.    AR 

Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle 
The Brent Knoll Classical Music Group meets at Ball Copse Hall.  
Sessions are held every Monday evening, starting at 7pm and last for two 
hours.  The term lasts until 20th March.  The cost for the term is £20, 
representing less than £2 per session! 

I do hope you will join us.  I guarantee that you will hear some really good music, in 
pleasant surroundings, with great company.  Please contact Alan Spencer on     
01278 760 572 if you are interested in attending.  If you are not sure, you can try a 
couple of weeks with no obligation.  The programme is available on the Brent Knoll 
Village Website http://www.brentknollvillage.co.uk/musicgroup.htm. 

Alan Spencer, Brent Knoll, Music Circle 

RBL Women’s Section – Brent Knoll branch 
The next meeting of the Women’s section will be held at the Red Cow on the 7th 
February at 7.00pm.  All members welcome 
Further information can be obtained from:  Liz 760 810,  Bella 760 528 and      
Cynthia 760 198. Bella Ward 
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PETER EVERETT 
Registered Osteopath

Highbridge  
Medical Centre 
Pepperall Road 
Highbridge 

Somerset
TA9 3YA 

01278 793223

Practice premises: - 

12 Woodborough Road,  
Winscombe BS25 1AA 

01934 844764

Burnham 
Medical Centre 

Love Lane 
Burnham-on-Sea 

Somerset
TA8 1EU 

01278 793223 

Can now be seen at the addresses below: -
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Kathryn Talbot 
Office and Secretarial Services 

 

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, 
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, 
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc. 
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service 
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc. 

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393 

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com 
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THE MILL GROUND

Brent Knoll House Histories 
European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 7 
Unfortunately, the next three entries in the W.I. book do not have any pictures linked to them 
and are fairly brief.  However, they do have some interesting information included, which needs 
a little expansion.   
The first of these is The Croft, whose entry reads, “Formerly known as ‘Sunny Lawn.’ This is an 
old mill house.  There was a series of wells on the hill behind.  Remains of the water wheel are 
still in existence.  This property at one time belonged to the ‘Body estate.’”  
Although there is not much comment made about it, what there is happens to be quite 
interesting.  Assuredly this house was formerly known as “Sunny Lawn” and somewhere 
between 1927 and 1931, its then owner, William Pechey J.P. renamed it The Croft.  In 1842 the 
Tithe map records the owner as Thomas Follett, described in the census of 1851, after he had 
moved to Uphill, as a retired Chemist and Druggist.  His wife was named Mary and they had six 
children, plus at least two servants living in.  
Presumably the reference to there being a series of wells on the hill behind, is suggesting that 
they were the source of the water needed to drive the mill, though there is no indication of any 
water courses on any of the early maps.  Later a rhine is shown bordering Nightingale Cottage, 
but that may not relate to the mill.  If there are the remains of a water wheel that would be most 
interesting (can someone let me know, please), but there are no known references to watermills 

in Brent Knoll, though there are known to have been two 
windmills.  Coulthard and Watts in their book, “Windmills 
of Somerset” do suggest that “windmill sites abound in 
districts appropriate for milling, but unsuitable for 
watermills, which latter clearly formed the first choice.” 
Watermills work whenever there is water available. 
Supposing there were springs on the hillside this would 
be a reasonably constant source of water, but, even so, 
it is likely that there would also have been a mill pond to 
provide a back-up in dry periods.  Not only are there no 
apparent springs above The Croft today, but there are no 
ponds either.  
Watermills are much older than windmills, which only 
appeared for the first time in the late 13th century in this 
country.  I did mention the two South Brent windmills in 
my series about old maps of Brent Knoll some time ago, 
where one of these windmills was recorded as early as 

1303 in Glastonbury documents.  It is likely, however, that the 19th century mills were not post 
mills, like all early Somerset mills, but tower mills, which had superseded them after a few 
centuries. 
On the Tithe Map there are two likely mill areas, designated as “In Mill Furlong” and “The Mill 
Ground.” The latter is the field behind The Croft (187 on the map), which suggests there was a 
mill here, but does not identify it specifically as either water or wind powered. However, in the 
book on “Windmills of Somerset” a grid reference is given for one of the South Brent windmills, 
which happens to be that of The Croft.  The windmill is stated to be located between the church 
and the Dun Cow Inn (now the Red Cow) and is said to have been a stone tower mill pulled 
down in the early 1900s. Yet there is no sign of it on the OS map issued towards the end of the 
19th century.     Continued on page 20 

TITHE MAP 



20 
 

Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued 
Although I did mention this on a previous occasion, I think it well worth repeating the story about 
the owner of this mill, known as Shackleton’s Mill, who is recorded in Kelly’s Directory of 1861 and 
1866 as a corn miller, had become a miller and corn merchant by 1872, but back again as a corn 
miller in 1875, which is the last entry for him. Ellis Shackleton, a Quaker, was the miller and is 
noted as having a house nearby, which would be Sunny Lawn/The Croft.  When he got into debt, 
creditors would call at his house and he would tell them he only discussed business matters at his 
mill.  When they got no response from the mill they reproached him for breaking his word, but he 
retorted, “I said I would see thee if thou camest to the mill.  I did see thee through the door, and I 
liked not the look of thee.” He then stalked off! 
Investigating a little more about Shackleton has produced some interesting facts.  He is recorded in 
the census of South Brent in 1861, in 1871, when he is said to be 43 year old, and in 1881, though 
in the 1881 census he is said to be a retired miller.  His place of birth is recorded as in Wortley, near 
Leeds, Yorkshire.  Someone of that name is cited in Leeds as a corn miller in 1850, when he would 
have been about 22 years old.  A partnership in which he was involved is being dissolved, but he 
has agreed to pay all the debts.  This does seem to be same corn miller named Ellis Shackleton - 
there cannot be too many of them!  As we already know that Ellis has a problem with debt it could 
be that it was inbred!  
Another interesting newspaper article, in April 1855, cites him in the dissolution of another 
partnership, this time with Rouckleiffe Follett in Bristol.  There can surely only be one Rouckleiffe 
Follett anywhere!  There is known to be a son of Thomas Follett of Sunny Lawn who had that name 
and it may be that the Leeds business partnership was wound up to enable Ellis to come south and 
take up the factoring business with Rouckleiffe.  After its dissolution, it is recorded that Rouckleiffe is 
to carry on the Corn and Flour Factors business alone and be liable for all and any debts.  A 
possible reason for this course of action becomes apparent when, one month after the dissolution, 
Ellis Shackleton married Fanny Follett, daughter of Mr Thomas Follett, of Oxford House, Weston-
super-Mare at the Friends Meeting house in Weston.  This suggests that the business with her 
brother was dissolved so that Ellis and Fanny could take over the house in South Brent, recently 
vacated by Thomas Follett, who is presumably retiring, and that Ellis could continue with the milling 
business there, known shortly after as Shackleton’s Mill. 
On October 30th, 1857, a daughter was born to Ellis and Fanny.  She was given the same name as 
her mother, which was common at that time, but less than two years later, on 3rd September, 1859, 
the mother, Fanny, died.  No cause of death is given, but it may well have been that she died in 
childbirth, which was so common then.  By the time of the 1861 census, Ellis had his cousin, 
Hannah Grimshaw, living with him, presumably to help look after the three-year-old Fanny, and a 
servant, Mary Anne White, aged 27, was also employed.  Neither Fanny nor Hannah appear in the 
1871 census, though Fanny is back with her father by 1881, when Mary is longer mentioned. 
Two years after this census, in December 1873, there is a note regarding the Axbridge Petty 
Sessions in which Ellis Shackleton of South Brent was summoned to show cause why he had not 
paid his poor rates.  An assistant had called on him but 
had received no satisfaction (was this the guy whose 
looks Ellis did not like?).  He had been assessed for 
£1..0s..11d. on his house and land and £1..16s..8d. on his 
mill, but refused to pay, stating that the mill was void.  He 
was told by the Bench that he should have appealed if that 
were so and as he had not done so he must pay. Which 
not only gives us a feel for his character which fits well 
with the story related above, but also links in with the fact 
that the 1881 census refers to him as a retired miller.  It 
appears to be a clear indication that the mill was probably 
no longer in use from the early 1870s, even if it was not 
actually pulled down until the start of the twentieth century. 
As one would expect a windmill to be positioned away from the houses and a little higher up the hill, 
it is likely that it was sited somewhere at the top end of The Mill Ground, or even just above it. One 
potential site is just off the top of The Mill Ground, as shown here.  Could this be the base of the mill, 
later used, so I understand, as the base for a shed.  John Page 
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Women’s Society 
We meet in the Jubilee Room of the Parish Hall on Thursday 26th 
January at 8.00pm for a Fish & Chip supper.  This is a change from 
our usual venues, which we hope you will all enjoy especially as we 
will not have far to travel! 
For our February meeting on the 23rd at 8pm, we shall be at 4, The Willows, Brent Knoll, 
where we will be given a demonstration of how to make different objects by ‘paper-
folding’ and will be able ‘to give it a try ourselves’.  It is surprising how attractive these 
items can be. 
Please join us at any of our meetings; we meet on the last Thursday of the month.  For 
further information, or if you would need a lift, please ring Julie Tel. 751 229 Ann 

Women’s Institute 
The speaker at the January meeting was Mr Rob Jones who gave an 
excellent talk on Somewhere House, a rehabilitation centre for drug and 
alcohol addiction.  The talk was made even more interesting when he 
explained his own background.  He is a recovered addict and is now able 

to help others in the same situation. 
The speaker at the meeting on Wednesday, February 8th, will be Heather Gadd, a TV 
actress and film extra. 
We will be holding a Soup Lunch again on Saturday, 18th February, at the Parish Hall, 12 
noon to 1.30pm.  £5 payable at the door.  This is open to everyone.  Come and enjoy 
homemade soup and rolls and delicious puddings. 
The Flower of the Month competition at the January meeting was won by Eileen Goundry 
with a Cyclamen. JMG 

“Meet & Eat” 
Meet and Eat will be held on Monday February 13th in the Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll 
Parish Hall.  Doors open at 12.30pm.  Please book with Liz by Friday 10th February on 
01278 760 810. 
We always welcome new diners to join us for wholesome cooking and good company. 
 Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella 
Girls Just Wanna Have Fun! 
Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, we will be having a break in February, but will be back in 
March with skittles in Lympsham pavilion.  As yet we have not fixed a date. Caroline 
Carols from the Bike Shed - Thanks 
Thanks to all who supported this event, whether by attending, donating, or helping. 
We had a lovely evening on December 19th, the weather was dry and not too cold and 
around 70 people joined in singing carols with Harmony Plus Band. 
The school grounds had been transformed into a magical Christmas scene of lights and 
reindeers by Mike and Steve. 
After singing we had refreshments and a raffle indoors in a friendly atmosphere. 
We made £230 for The British Heart Foundation for which they are extremely grateful. 
We would like to thank Chris Burman and Brent Knoll School for allowing us to use their 
facilities.  We would like to thank the following for contributing raffle prizes –The Red 
Cow, West Country Motor Homes, Oaktree Arena, Co–op, David Bull Optometrists, 
Brent Knoll Village shop, Wyevale Garden Centre, Westcroft Cider Farm and Brent Knoll 
School. Mike and Margaret Smith 
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Investing in flood alleviation in Brent Knoll 
Wessex Water is investing more than £5m on flood alleviation work in Brent Knoll.  The 
work involves building a new sewage pumping station, installing several new sewers, 
upgrading work at Forge House and decommissioning work at New Inn and Manor Ride 
pumping stations. 
The company has completed the construction of the new sewage pumping station 
situated to the rear of Brent Knoll Primary School and in January it will close Love Lane 
in Burnham-On-Sea while it installs two new pumped sewers within the road.  This will 
take approximately four months to complete.  Access will be maintained for residents 
whose houses are accessed from Love Lane and a diversion route will be clearly 
signposted.  
The new pumped sewers in Love Lane will link up with the new pumping station to the 
rear of Brent Knoll primary school and Forge House pumping station, allowing flows to be 
pumped from Brent Knoll towards Burnham-On-Sea.  The sewers will run from Brent 
Knoll across the fields, under the railway, parallel with Stoddens Lane, and along Love 
Lane, connecting into existing sewers to the north of the Tesco roundabout. 
This flood alleviation scheme aims to protect 51 properties within Brent Knoll which have 
suffered from internal or external flooding in the past.  It should also improve the 
reliability of the existing system. 
In March, Wessex Water will install pipework under the mainline railway north of 
Stoddens Lane, which will link up the new pipework from Brent Knoll to Burnham-on-Sea. 
Once all the work is complete and the pumped sewers are installed, improvements will 
be carried out at Forge House pumping station, as well as decommissioning two existing 
pumping stations at Manor Ride and New Inn.  
Once the scheme is fully operational, the current compound site will be reinstated, 
levelled, seeded and returned to its original condition.  Wessex Water estimates that 
work will be finished by the end of October 2017.  
Wessex Water apologises for any inconvenience caused by this essential flood 
alleviation work. 
If you have any further questions please call the Wessex Water customer services team 
on 0345 600 4 600 (Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm, emergencies at other times). 
 Wessex Water 
Fireworks 
Please could people who are planning to let off fireworks, publicise in advance 
please. 
On Christmas Eve at 10.15pm our 17-year old cat bolted when fireworks were let off 
from a house near the village green.  It took me ages to find her and coax her in 
again.  I guess parents who had just got ‘excited’ children off to sleep were not too 
happy either! 
Again, on NYE - a great display from near the post office, but a warning would have 
been even better.  I’m not a killjoy, but wouldn’t it be good to know in advance? 

Trivia Christmas Quiz - Answers 
1) Holland 
2) Italy 
3) Arrival 
4) When Jesus was born 

5) Nurnberg 
6) Bells “I heard bells on Christmas Day”. 
7) Narnia 
8) Good Fortune 

Roy Ainsworth 
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“200+ CLUB” – 2017 
The 200+ Club has continued to go from strength to strength this year.   
The club was launched in 1998 as a fundraiser to help maintain and improve Brent Knoll 
Parish Hall; it was called the “100 Club” and had 133 numbers issued that year.  Since 
then it has grown and, now called the “200+ Club”, it has over 300 numbers issued. 
This year it has already grown again to a record membership of over 350 numbers and 
will see a record number of prizes paid monthly totalling over £1800 throughout 2017.  
That will bring the total prizes issued since the start to over 1900 totalling over £30,000 !! 
With the first draw for 2017 due to take place at the Brent Knoll Bazaar on Saturday 11th 
February, there is still time to join!  Numbers cost £12 per annum and are open to 
anyone (you don’t need to live in Brent Knoll), we have members in the USA, Australia 
and even East Brent !! 
If you’d like to join, you can drop in an envelope marked “200+ Club” with a cheque 
payable to “Brent Knoll Parish Hall” together with your name and address, at the Brent 
Knoll Shop or e-mail Bob at bob@flockman.com for more information. 
The more numbers in the draw the more prizes issued.!! 
 Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 

                                                                                  
                                                       

BRENT KNOLL WI SOUP LUNCH 
IN PARISH HALL 

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18th 
12 NOON – 1.30.PM 

  PRICE £5.00.   
 TO INCLUDE SOUP, ROLL, PUDDING  

  AND TEA/COFFEE 
PLEASE PAY ON DOOR 

All welcome 

 



�0

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

 

WANT TO PLAY THE  
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and  
keyboard teacher in  
Brent Knoll available  
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught. 

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
18th Feb Race Night 15th July Music on the Green 
18th March Alan Castle Night  with the Lipinski Band 
22nd April Jumble Sale 16th September Return of Jay Jerome 
10th June Village Fête 21st October Harvest Supper 
Next meeting –Monday, 13th February, - 8pm, “Jubilee Room” 

RACE NIGHT – 18th February 
Come and have some fun in the Parish Hall guessing 
which horse is going to win.  Or perhaps you would like to 
own a race horse for the night – we have some to sell very  
cheaply at £5 per horse, but plenty to go round.  
Obviously, there is a prize for the owner of the winning 
horse.  We hope that the Race sponsors will be in attendance in the Winners 
Enclosure.  Entry into the Brent Knoll Indoor Race Track £2. 
Home-made soup, rolls and jacket potatoes on sale to fuel the betting public and a 
bar to toast success or drown the sorrows.  Doors open 7.15pm, first race 7.45pm.   
For further details or to purchase a horse contact Jenny on 760 477 JB 

Free Winter Driving Presentation Module by Weston & 
Mendip Advanced Motorists  
After a very busy time at the monthly farmers market, where a lot of Advanced 
Motoring leaflets were handed out and interested people were asking about the 
various module topics: ‘Lone Driver’, ‘Dealing with Distractions’, ‘Motorways’, 
‘Manoeuvring’ and ‘Vehicle Technology’ modules. 
These are free and no exam is involved!  So we would like to offer you all a free 1½hr 
module on “Winter Driving” at Kewstoke Village hall on Tuesday 28th February 
starting 20.00 hrs.  Further posters will be displayed within the village closer to the 
event. 
Thank you all for the words of support for our motoring Charity. 
Neill Barnaby            www.weston-iam.org.uk           Group Telephone  07020 934 714 

Computer Scam 
Extremely Urgent – Please Read and tell everyone.  Please send it to everybody 
you know who has access to the Internet.  -  You may receive an apparently harmless 
e-mail titled ‘Mail Server Report’, if you open either file, a message will appear on 
your screen saying: ‘It is too late now, your life is no longer beautiful.’ 
Subsequently you will Lose Everything in your PC, and the person who sent it to 
you will gain access to your name, e-mail and password and possibly your bank 
account details.  This is a new virus which started to circulate this January. 
AOL has already confirmed the severity, and the antivirus softwares are not capable 
of destroying it yet.  The virus has been created by a hacker who calls himself ‘life 
owner’. 
Please warn all your friends, and ask them to Pass it on immediately too* WI 
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
We do not have a meeting in February, but do come and join us at our next meeting: 
Tuesday March 14th at the Manor Hall, Lympsham.  N.B. Starting 7.30pm. 
After a short Annual General Meeting,  Neil Clark will tell us about Islands in the 
Bristol Channel. 
Then on Tuesday 11th April starting at the usual time of 7.45pm, Cindy Tratt will give a 
talk about Spring Flowers. Mariette Denison 

Attention Dog Walkers 
Please will you all be extra vigilant when walking your dogs across footpaths.  Please 
check carefully for sheep in the fields, they can easily be around a corner. 
Our sheep had obviously been chased recently as they were frightened, distressed 
and gathered in a tight bunch, one sheep was stuck in the pond and has taken 
several days to recover and another has died.  When sheep are heavy in lamb they 
are even more vulnerable and chasing or excessive disturbance often ends in 
fatalities. Vicky Jones 

HSBC Bank Branch Closure – Burnham-on-Sea 
Just a note to remind those people who bank with HSBC and used the Burnham 
Branch that you can withdraw cash or deposit cash/cheques at any Post Office in the 
country. 
If depositing cash or cheques, please make sure you have your deposit slip and debit 
card with you. Manshu Shah (Sub postmaster Brent Knoll) 
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KENNY GORDON      
PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD 
FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT 

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel:  01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697 
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Your February Sudokus 
 Easiest Sudoku 7/05/10 Hard Sudoku (Win a £5 Prize!) 
 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 6      9  1
 

B 5 2 8 6     3   
C    5 4 7   2
 

D 9 1 4    6   
 

E  6  2  8    
 

F  7    9   5
 

G       1 8 7
 

H   3  5   4  
 
J 2 9  8      

This month’s easy Sudoku was the 7/5/10 entry to the Easiest Sudoku Competition         
(32 Clues) click here.  
12 persons sent entries in for last month’s hard Sudoku.  They were - Klaus Brenner, Jenny 
Butters, Pauline Chadwick, Christine Hall, Mac Hares, Liz Ibrahim, Vicky Jones, Chris Marsh, 
Frankie New, Peter Osborn, Ted Toon and Gordon Watson.  Frankie New won the ballot 
(again!).  Answers please to david@flockman.com or 48 Brent Street. David Filmer 
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request from several competitors) are below:- 

 Easiest Sudoku 15/06/10 Hard Sudoku 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quotes & Quips 
The one thing that hurts more than paying an income tax is not having to pay an 
income tax. Lord Dewar 
I never made a mistake in my life.  I thought I did once, but I was wrong. 
 Charles M. Schulz 
. The Farmer’s Wife 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A     . 7  
 

B   9  5 1    
C  8      
 

D    2   8 
 

E       3 
 

F 7  4  1    
 

G  6      
 

H    3 5    
 
J 9  4     2 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 8 6 1 7 9 2 3  5 4
 

B 4 2 7 6 3 5 1 8 9
   

C 3 9 5 1 4 8 6  2 7
 

D 1 4 2 8 5 6 7 9 3
 

E 5 8 6  3 7 9 2 4 1
 

F 7 3 9 2 1 4 5 6 8
 

G 6 1 8 4 2 3 9 7 5
 

H 9 7 4 5 6 1 8 3 2
 
J 2 5 3 9 8 7 4 1 6

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 8 2 1 5 7  9 6 3 4 
 

B 4 5 7 3 6 8 9 1 2   
C 6 9 3 2 1 4 7 5 8 
 

D 3 6 2 9 8 1 5 4 7 
 

E 1 4 9 7 3 5 8 2 6 
 

F 7 8 5 6 4 2 3 9 1 
 

G 2 3 8 1 9 6 4 7 5 
 

H 5 7 6 4 2 3 1 8 9 
 
J 9 1 4 8 5 7 2 6 3 
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The History of Nursery Rhymes 
Next in this series, is the history of “London Bridge is falling down.”  The modern re-
builds, firstly took place in the 1820’s, when the first re-build on another site, north of 
the original bridge took place and it was opened in 1831.  The original bridge being 
disused.  In 1960, yet another bridge was built and the 1831 bridge being transported 
stone by stone, to Lake Havasu in Arizona USA.  It is said that the American who 
purchased the old bridge, believed he was buying Tower Bridge! 
Two versions of the rhyme exist, the latest one shown below, with the original going to 
be in the next issue of the BKN.  It will be the original rhyme, which dates back to the 
reign of King Henry VIII that we will be looking at in future issues. 

London Bridge is Falling Down 
London Bridge is falling down, Falling down, falling down, 

London Bridge is falling down, My fair Lady. 
Build it up with wood and clay, Wood and clay, wood and clay, 

Build it up with wood and clay, My fair Lady. 
Wood and clay will wash away, Wash away, wash away, 

Wood and clay will wash away, My fair Lady. 
Build it up with bricks and mortar, Bricks and mortar, bricks and mortar, 

Build it up with bricks and mortar, My fair Lady. 
Bricks and mortar will not stay, Will not stay, will not stay, 

Bricks and mortar will not stay, My fair Lady. 
Build it up with iron and steel, Iron and steel, iron and steel, 

Build it up with iron and steel, My fair Lady. 
Iron and steel will bend and bow, Bend and bow, bend and bow, 

Iron and steel will bend and bow, My fair Lady. 
Build it up with silver and gold, Silver and gold, silver and gold, 

Build it up with silver and gold, My fair Lady. 
Silver and gold will be stolen away, Stolen away, Stolen away, 

Silver and gold will be stolen away, My fair Lady. 
Set a man to watch all night, Watch all night, watch all night, 

Set a man to watch all night, My fair Lady. 
Suppose the man should fall asleep, Fall asleep, fall asleep, 

Suppose the man should fall asleep, My fair Lady. 
 Roger Ward 

Berrow Conservation Group 
For our next meeting we welcome Rick Morris of MARINElife who will 
present an illustrated talk entitled 
‘At sea surveys for whales, dolphins, and seabirds’  
This will include a brief history of MARINElife followed by how and why they collect 
data on marine mammals and seabirds.  You are welcome to join us and discover 
more about this Marine Conservation Organisation and it’s activities on Tuesday 
February 28th.  Our evening starts at 7.30pm in Berrow Village Hall.  There is a small 
entry fee of £3 for visitors, and £1 for members, refreshments included. Ann Griffiths 
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Bespoke Gates 
and Garage 

Doors Limited 

Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel :  01278 760068

e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality 

bespoke wooden gates
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Pancakes 
Pancakes on the 4th February 2017 at the Parish Hall 

All Welcome 
In aid of the Royal British Legion Women’s Section 

Brent Knoll Branch 
11am – 2pm 

Another Evening with Alan Castle  
In September last year the Parish Hall was full of people enjoying an excellent meal, 
which was followed by Alan Castle’s reminiscences of his life as poster artist in London’s 
West End.  His anecdotes were delightful and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening.  
Now Alan has agreed to do what many people on that night requested – to give a master 
class, demonstrating his skills, by drawing on a large-scale canvas.  This time there will 
not be a sit-down meal, as Alan would like people to mingle and to ask him questions 
about the techniques he uses in his drawing.  So instead of a sit-down meal, we will be 
providing a buffet, which can be eaten as and when you like, whilst watching and 
listening to Alan describing his work.  Many years ago, Alan did a painting at one of our 
BAD nights and many people have subsequently asked to see something similar again.  
So now is your chance.  Make a note in your diary for the 18th March at 7:30pm in the 
Parish Hall.  Tickets are available at the Village Shop now, or ring 760 308 or 760 986.
 John Page 

LEBE’s Community Café 
We would like to Welcome YOU to LEBE’s Community café.  
Open every Tuesday 10-4.30pm at the Pavilion, Lympsham. 
Come on in for good company, great coffee/tea and excellent 
homemade cakes. 
Make new friends, meet old ones and help to make this the place you 
want to come!  All people, ideas and well behaved dogs welcome. 
Tel: Lynne Booth on 01934 750 589 and 07914 003 323 or Helen 
Bretherton on 01934 750361 and 07740 783251 for more information. 

Lympsham, Eastertown, BrentKnoll and EastBrent Community Café 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I went to the doctors last week.  I said those pills you gave me work fine, but they make 

me walk like a crab!” 
“He said that’s one of the side effects!” 

“I’m going to look for a vet!” 
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JUMBLE SALE AT THE PARISH HALL
HAVE YOU HAD A SPRING CLEAR OUT AND FOUND LOTS OF CLOTHES AND ITEMS

YOU NO LONGER WANT, BUT DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH THEM?
WE HAVE THE SOLUTION

THE PARISH HALL COMMITTEE, GUIDES, BROWNIES AND RAINBOWS ARE
HOLDING A JOINT

JUMBLE SALE ON 22nd APRIL AT 10.30am
AT THE PARISH HALL

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE SALE PLEASE RING SANDRA ON 01278
760 451 AND YOUR ITEMS WILL BE COLLECTED

OR
YOU CAN DROP OFF YOUR JUMBLE AT THE HALL WHICH WILL BE OPEN FROM

9am on 22nd APRIL

Quiz – Old Money in Slang, Paper or Coin - Answers 
1. Florin 
2. Penny Farthing 
3. Guinea 
4. Pound (weight) 

5. Crown 
6. Bob 
7. Penny 
8. Three Farthings 

9. Sick Squid 
10. Tanner 
11. Three Pence 
12. Tenner 

Roy Ainsworth 

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR 
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 

SATURDAY 11th February 
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10.00am to 12 noon 
Locally produced fresh Beef, Pork, Chicken, Goat’s milk, cheese and meat, 

Eggs, Cheese, Pickles and Preserves.  Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, 
Westcroft Cider, Homemade Cakes and Savouries, Phoenix Cards, Handmade 
Cards, Silver & beaded jewellery, Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, 

Dog Treats, Textiles, etc., CDs, DVDs, Books and Bric-a-Brac. 
Plus Raffle 

The Parish Café will be serving drinks & light snacks. 
Entrance FREE 

Good Quality, Clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall (No Electrical Goods, please) 
will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or to Book a Table (£7 per table)  

Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)                                  Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 
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Secure Caravan Storage 
Gary and Sarah Bowden 

G&S Storage 
Tel: 01934 750298 
Mob:07970 950707 

Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ 
www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5 
Insurance approved – CaSSOA (Gold) 

CCTV  
Hard standing with easy access 

Wash facility 
Storage containers to rent 

OPEN ALL YEAR
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Epiphany Feast – January 6th 
What a lovely evening this was.  Lots of activity going on when I walked into 
St. Michael’s, children and parents, plus others all busy doing crafty things, 
looking like they were having an enjoyable time.  A real hum of conversation 
which was lovely to hear. 
A little spot of Epiphany worship, very suitable for all ages, then an Epiphany feast.  3 or 4 
main dishes very different in style, then desserts, 2 of which were traditional Epiphany 
dishes from Spain and France.   
A nice way to spend a short evening (I was home by 7.30pm), and what an excellent use of 
our church building.  It needs more of this. 
Thank you to all who had anything to do with the organisation.  Very reasonable price, too.
 Pauline Chadwick 
A lot of hard work had been put in by many people to have made The Epiphany Feast such 
a success, on the evening of January 6th. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed their “messy” church, where they had a long table in the 
chancel, where they made and drew the Kings, in all shapes and sizes!  At the same time 
they could pop into the vestry for sandwiches, cakes, etc. 
The short service was perfect; Three children with an adult (beautifully dressed), presented 
the Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.  The story was told so everyone could follow it.  The 
proceedings were watched by the Three Kings made and dressed by the Banner Group. 
The actual “Feast” was excellent, we all helped ourselves to several delicious dishes and 
plenty of “puds”. 
There were some very interesting promises in the silent auction. 
All in all the whole evening was much enjoyed by all ages. Sally Wingate 

Winter thrushes 
A couple of people have spoken to me recently about a fairly large bird that they had seen in 
their respective gardens.  It had a grey head and a speckled breast, and looked like a 
thrush.  Both correctly identified the bird as a fieldfare, and both said that this was the first 
time that they had ever seen one.  When I said that they are common winter visitors around 
Brent Knoll they were surprised.  What is surprising is that these birds had come into their 
gardens because they normally keep out in open country and are easily disturbed when 
approached.  I suspect that the cold weather before Christmas sent them into local gardens, 
where food is now more abundant. 
You need binoculars to see them out in open country but, even if you have these, they can 
be very frustrating to “spot” properly.  What you often end up with is a view of the flock as 
they fly away from the trees on which they are perched.  When you see a flock flying over, 
the noise they make is a distinctive “chuck – chuck”.  They are frequently accompanied by 
redwings, which are smaller birds about the size of a song thrush.  These are distinguished 
by a pale eye stripe and a red patch on either flank.  Like fieldfares they only visit gardens in 
severe cold weather.   
One of the best places to see these birds locally is around St Michael’s Church where they 
feast on the berries of holly and yew trees.  You may also see a mistle thrush or a song 
thrush in the same location.  They are with us all the year round.  I am sure that no-one 
needs a description of a song thrush, although they did become quite scarce a few years 
ago.  Nowadays their numbers seem to have increased again and we will soon be hearing 
their characteristic two note song, which, confusingly, may be any two notes that they 
choose.  The mistle thrush is a larger bird and much more upright in posture.  They are often 
seen and heard in tall trees. 
So, when you go out on a local winter walk, take a pair of binoculars.  You may be surprised 
at what you see. Ged 
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – December 2016 
The high pressure which brought November to a crisp, clear end, stayed with us 
for the first day of December, but with rather different consequences - after a 
sharp overnight frost and a minimum temperature of -4.9°C (23°F), we awoke to 
thick fog which had spilled from the Bristol Channel across the Somerset Levels 
overnight.  With no breath of wind to blow it away, the fog stayed with us all day 
and blocked out the sun: the result was that the temperature stayed below 
freezing all day, the first time that has happened here since 2010.  Winter had 
arrived, but only in low-lying parts of Somerset: while we shivered in the murk, 
surrounding areas were enjoying glorious sunshine and a temperature of 9°C.  It 
wasn’t until the 3rd that we saw the sun again. 
The high pressure at the start of the month set the tone for December, with persistent anti-
cyclones dominating the weather.  In Summer that usually means blue skies and warm 
sunshine, but in Winter it can also mean cloud or fog trapped under a high pressure system 
without enough strength in the sun to burn it off – and we had our fair share of all those 
features during the month.  The high pressure also meant calm weather with little rain: there 
were several days with almost no wind, and the rainfall total was well under half the average 
for December. 
There were some breaks from the high pressure, and it was one of these on the 7th which 
brought our first new weather record of the month.  Our resident anticyclone had drifted 
away over Europe, allowing an Atlantic low to move close to the west of the UK where it 
drew up warm air from the south.  The sun came out at lunchtime and the combined effect 
was a new December record temperature of 15.6°C (60°F), just beating the record set in the 
extraordinarily mild December of last year.  While we’re on temperature records, a similar 
situation arose on Christmas Day when low Conor was passing north of Scotland: we 
missed the rain and gales which afflicted the north of the UK, but we did have the warmest 
Christmas Day we have recorded here - though not quite as warm as Boxing Day last year. 
Once Conor had moved on, we were treated to the most intense high pressure system yet 
seen at this station, with a pressure of 1044.3hPa recorded during the morning of the 27th.  
This system drifted off east over the next few days, but was close enough to bring some 
clear skies and sunshine as we reached the end of the month. 
December’s average temperature was about normal at 6.7°C (44°F), and rainfall came to a 
modest 25.4mm (1.0in) – the wettest day was the 15th with 8.2mm, from our only heavy 
rainfall of the month at lunchtime.  With all those high pressure systems there were no gales 
to report. 
Finally, a quick word about 2016 – the average temperature was unremarkable at 11.1°C 
(52°F), but we did see a new record high temperature of 32.4°C (90°F) in July.  Rainfall was 
slightly below average at 606.6mm (23.9in), and we saw record wind speeds of 33kts 
(38mph) gusting to 50kts (58mph) in February.  That’s a lot of new records for one year – 
2016 will be a hard act to follow. Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY 
our Parish Clerk, Owen Cullwick 

will be holding a Parish Surgery on 

Wednesday, February 1st 

4pm to 5.30pm 
Jubilee Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Please use this opportunity to meet your Parish Clerk to discuss any issues 
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More Ramblings of a Rambler 
With the seasons being in hibernation, there is not a lot going on nature 
wise; therefore this month I will have to resort to gossip.  I heard a story, 
but don’t know if it is true, about a gentleman (obviously someone who 
lived outside the village) who arrived late for a function in the village hall.  
On arrival he had a problem finding a place to park but managed to wedge his car 
between two others in front of the hall.  He then went inside where his meeting had 
already begun.  During a break, while talking to others, he mentioned his problem with 
parking the car and also mentioned that when he got out of his car, he felt sure he could 
see evidence of script in the tarmac.  The group then retired to the front of the hall and all 
agreed there was evidence of something and that they should relay the information to the 
hall booking secretary.  The booking secretary placed it on the agenda at the following 
hall meeting and the treasurer, who happens to be a fountain of knowledge regarding 
local history, said it was definitely worth investigating.  He contacted friends of his to 
carry out the task and they arrived on the day that had been arranged, but no one had 
told the hall users.  Therefore, it took a good hour to clear the area of vehicles and 
having done this, they set to work with their instruments and also took samples.  At the 
end of a long day and a lot of scratching of heads they packed up and retired to 
download their instruments.  At the next hall meeting when the results of the investigation 
had come through, the committee were told that old script had been detected and it had 
read, “no parking”. 
Latest news on the Avian Flu outbreak is that isolation and non-movement of poultry has 
been extended until February the 28th.  Another sighting of a Woodcock this month along 
with sightings of a Fox on many occasions has kept me in touch with the countryside.  
With the lack of cover this time of year, Roe Deer have been spotted throwing caution to 
the wind and grazing out in the open during the daylight.  At this time of the year 
remember that next month is nesting time, so get busy erecting those nest boxes making 
sure that they are squirrel proof. The Rambler 
Road Closures 
The County Council has just notified us that there are a couple of Road closures planned 
in Brent Knoll in February for Road surfacing works, these are:- 
Ham Road from 10m west of the property named Applewithy Cottage, westwards for a 
distance of 260 metres.  Expected to be between 15th to 23rd February. 
Church Lane and Brent Street from Church Lane (southern leg); the junction with Brent 
Street for its entirety and Brent Street; 25m north west and 50m south east from the 
junction with Church Lane (northern leg) a total distance of 625 metres.  Expected to be 
from 20th to 23rd February 2017. 

TENNIS CLUB 
WHISTDRIVE 

Monday February 13th 
Ivy Hall, Brent Knoll 

By kind permission of Frances James 

7.00pm start £1.50 
Prizes, Raffle and Refreshments 
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0786674499501278 641516 
www.markkitchensandmore.co.uk

Sandale House, Mark.

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

10



50 
 

Diary for February 2017 Page 
  1st SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish  Your House   Early!!  
  1st Parish Surgery Jubilee Room   4.00-5.30pm 8,44 
  1st Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room   7.00pm 8 

Parish Council Meeting Jubilee Room to follow immediately 
  1st Table Tennis Club (Every Wednesday) Parish Hall   9.00-10.00pm  
  2nd All-Sorts Community Choir (Every Thursday) St Mary’s Church, EB   7.30pm  
  4th Pancakes (British Legion – Open to All) Parish Hall 11.00am-2pm 39 
  6th Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday) Parish Hall   2.00pm  
  6th Classical Music Group Ball Copse Hall   7.00pm 16 
  6th LIFE of PI Methodist Church   7.30pm 24 
  7th LEBE’s Community Café (Every Tuesday) Pavilion, Lympsham 10.00-4.30pm 39 
  7th Toddlers (Every Tuesday) Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 4 
  7th Royal British Legion Women’s Section Red Cow   7.00pm 16 
  7th Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St. Michael’s Church   7.30pm-9pm 32 
  8th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste  Your House   Early!!  
  8th Women’s Institute – ‘Heather Gadd’ Parish Hall   2.30pm 23 
11th Bazaar, Farmers’ Market & Parish Café  Parish Hall 10.00am 31,40 
13th Meet & Eat Nuttall Room 12.30pm 23 
13th Tennis Club Whist Drive Ivy Hall   7.00pm 47 
13th Parish Hall Committee Meeting Jubilee Room   8.00pm 31 
14th No Toddlers (Half term week)   4 
15th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
15th DEADLINE FOR MARCH BRENT KNOLL NEWS 12.00 noon 50 
15th Good Companions – ‘Westonzoyland Airport’ Parish Hall   2.30pm 16 
16th Comfort Group Wayfarers   2.30-4.30pm 12 
17th Mobile Library [Friday] – NEW TIME Village Shop 10.05-10.50am 16 
18th Christian Aid AGM West Huntspill Methodists 11.30am 12 
18th Soup Lunch Parish Hall 12 noon-1.30pm 28 
18th Race Night Parish Hall  31 
20th WI Craft Group Methodist Schoolroom   2.30pm 8 
20th Alzheimer & Dementia Carers Group Brentcombe House   4.00pm 12 
22nd SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste  Your House   Early!!  
23rd Bereavement Friends Group 87, Brent Street   2.30pm 12 
23rd Women’s Society – ‘Paper-folding’ 4, The Willows   8.00pm 23 
25th Fun in February  St Michael’s Church 10.00am 8 
28th Berrow Conservation Group – MARINElife Berrow Village Hall   7.30pm 36 
28th Advanced Motoring ‘Winter Driving’ Kewstoke Village hall   8.00pm 31 
Anything missing? Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Event Diary & on Website 
Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then why not 
share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your article interesting. 
Your village magazine is now on the village website (address below).  Register on the 
website so that, when it’s updated, you will be e-mailed, keeping up with what’s happening! 
DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH 2017 ISSUE –  
All contributions to be received by NOON on Wednesday, 15th February, to:- 
Bob, e-mail: bob@flockman.com or Wascelyn, 48, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4DT 
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or represent the standpoint 
of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 



,-4*�-�567
	���	&��0��	�
�,��"���������	�


��-�1�������
�"�0����	�
��2-�������
�!�/��&��0�/����-"	�/��������"	

 �"����.
&��)8����!������9!�$#��9�!�!�$#

�����"���!�#������!'�����
���!��)!�$0����)�������!�$�)��

��'�������$���)���������������
��'���������)��� �)������!��7
#	����,�����	"�	0��������
3�	���3����	�
�������4���

	�!�""�
	�564��"��-����-"�
�
��564�
����7�
	�5�����"���-�����!��	����	"�

-������
.
���0���3����������

��	�"*���"����
���0��+���-	"�.-�.�&



����������	��
���������������������
�����������������	�������������

�������		�
	


