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Brent Knoll Village Shop
A village needs a shop, make sure it
stays that way
Valentine’s day:
Cards
Flowers
Chocolates
Tel: 01278 760225

Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat & Sun 8am-12.30pm

GTC Services

01278 751 220
07766 913 510

Pest Control

www.gtcservices.co.uk
Pest & Vermin Control in Brent Knoll,
Burnham, Berrow & Brean since 2003
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Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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The Parish of Three Saints

St Christopher, Lympsham
Contacts

St Michael, Brent Knoll

Priest-in-Charge
We are now in a period of Interregnum please
therefore contact Church office for any enquiries
Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter

Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ
Tel 01278 769082
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com
Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk
Churchwardens
St Christopher’s, Lympsham
Gwen Hatton 01934 750416 / gwenhatton@gmail.com
St Mary’s, East Brent
Kathy Quinnell 01278 760031 /kathyquinnell10@gmail.com
St Michael’s, Brent Knoll
Frances James 01278 760287
Mike Smith 01278 760691 / mjbsmith87@gmail.com

Church Treasurer – Jim Hanmer

01934 750076 / j.hanmer@btinternet.com

PCC Secretary – Mrs Carole Carter

01278 769082 / office.tpots@gmail.com

St Mary, East Brent

Baptisms
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.
Please also see Church of England website for more
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org

Weddings
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates
and times, also talk with you about the qualifying
connection you must have with the Parish and to take your
contact details.
You will then be contacted to arrange a mutually convenient
time to meet to discuss your commitment and requirements.
Please also see Church of England website for more
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org

Funerals
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Church
Administrator to arrange your requirements.
*******************

Visit our website –
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Services for February 2019
.

3rd February
5 before Lent
10th February
4 before Lent
17th February
3 before Lent
24th February
2 before Lent
Every Wednesday

Service
Worship of the Word
Parish Eucharist
Worship of the Word
Parish Eucharist
Worship of the Word
Parish Eucharist
Worship of the Word
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer
Holy Communion

Time
8.00am
10.00am
8.00am
10.00am
8.00am
10.00am
8.00am
10.00am
6.30pm
10.00am

Church
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll t
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Mary’s East Brent
St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Mary’s East Brent
St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Christopher’s Lympsham

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota
3rd February

10th February
17th February
24th February

8.00am
10.00am
8.00am
10.00am
6.30pm

Songs of Praise

Tim Hannah
John Harper & Margaret Smith
Ged Keele
Margaret Smith & Mike Smith
Patrick Doble

Warm welcome to a Songs of Praise, on Sunday, February 10th at 10am. Come and
sing away the Winter blues, at St. Mary’s, East Brent. Lots of great hymns to sing,
chosen by various people, so bring your singing voice with you!
Pauline Chadwick
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com)
Minister

Revd. Steve Bennett

On the last Sunday of 2018, we had a local arrangement where we were all asked to
contribute a hymn, a prayer or a reading and it proved a really lovely time of worship. Still
being within the Christmas period, some chose carols whilst others chose hymns, readings
and poetry to welcome in the New Year. It was a time of reflection, which we all enjoyed
together. We also shared a good quantity of post-Christmas goodies before any New Year’s
resolutions kicked in.
Well, now the Christmas decorations are most definitely down and we are all focussed on
what 2019 will bring. We will be holding our church council this month and being part of the
Methodist Circuit in Burnham on Sea and Weston-super-Mare, we will very much be looking
to the future. We are all aware that within Methodism (as with many other denominations)
there are challenging times ahead, but in our small chapel here in Brent Knoll, there has
always been an atmosphere of positivity and optimism. Our Sunday morning congregation
may not be the largest, but we are very blessed that it is a congregation which cares and
supports each other. And, of course, welcomes all who come through our door. Sometimes
it seems easier to focus on things which aren’t going so well, than it is to look at the things
which are. Amongst the things for which we are so grateful for is the fact that we are so
blessed in our partnership with St Michael’s regarding the ecumenical toddler group, which
has proved such as success over the years. Seeing the church and school room so full of
children each Tuesday is definitely something which never ceases to raise the spirits.
These damp and colder Winter months often prove quite a challenge for some of the
members of our congregation, and who are having a particularly tough time at the moment.
For all those who have been unable to join us in worship, you are still very much present in
our prayers each Sunday - and during the rest of the week - and you are sorely missed
when you are unable to be with us.
At the time of writing, it's still January. A month which for many (myself included) seems to
be the longest month of the year. But the days are getting longer and I’ve spotted my first
snowdrops. A sign that no matter how far away it may seem and how bleak the weather,
there's the promise of Spring ahead and the hope of brighter days to come. I think we can
all share a heartfelt “Amen” to that.
From all of us here at Brent Knoll Methodist Church, we wish you every blessing over these
last remaining winter months. God bless.
Rosemary Krull

Preachers for February at 10.30am

3rd February
10th February
17th February
24th February

Toddlers

:
:
:
:

Rev Steve Bennett (Holy Communion)
Rev Steve Marr
Mrs Joyce Pipet
Mr Brian Dallimore

What exciting news we returned to at the start of this term - Albert has a new baby
brother! Congratulations to Albert’s family on the safe arrival of Ralph, lovely news.
We can’t wait to meet him and no doubt he will receive endless cuddles from
everyone when he comes to Toddlers.
Our display boards are currently decorated with snowy scenes and the children have
been colouring Wintry themed pictures. As I write this, I am looking at a very grey, dull day
outside, but there are signs of bulbs showing in the garden, so soon we will be thinking of
Spring.
Just a reminder: No Toddlers on Tuesday 19th February as it is half-term week. Back on
Tuesday 26th February.
Jane
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Basic pet obedience, Rally
obedience, Agility, Flyball,
Heelwork to music and fun
classes.
Behavioural problems a
speciality.

Call now for a free no
obligation quote
We will aim to beat
all written quotes

©

Part P Qualified
th

17 Edition
Inspection & Testing
Fully Insured

Registered

Supplier of NaturesmenuTM
raw meats.
For further details phone:

01278 760 477

  

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset



I chose Kingfisher because it had made
an excellent job of my daughter’s house
and I like to support local business when
possible. The customer service was very
good and they were extremely helpful,
efficient and made a first class job with the
installation. I would definitely recommend
Kingfisher to my friends.”
- Barbara Biggin, Cheddar
8 Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent
Near Highbridge,
TA9 4JN
Tel 01278 760616
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com

14a Broad Street
Wells,
BA5 2DN
Tel 01749 671431
www.thekingfisherfamily.com
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Kenny Gordon and Son
– Plant Hire.
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GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK AND FIELD FENCING. TM
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Brent Knoll Parish Council
Meeting Summary – January 2019

Meeting Attendance: 9 Councillors; Clerk Owen Cullwick and 2 members of the public.
Minutes of the November meeting.

The Minutes of the meeting held on 5th December were approved as true and accurate reflections of
that meeting.

Declarations of Pecuniary, Prejudicial and Personal interest declared as follows:-

Cllr Filmer declared a personal interest on matters relating to Sedgemoor and County as the elected
Councillor for the District and the County. Cllr R Filmer declared an interest to avoid predetermination as a member of the District Planning Authority on planning matters at this meeting.
Cllr Hall declared a prejudicial interest on application 07/18/00037 as a near neighbour.

Planning Considerations

Cllr R Filmer left the meeting having declared an interest.
07/18/00038: Removal of condition 11 of planning permission 07/16/00026 (which was a variation of
07/15/00016) to remove the requirement to erect the panels, electrical equipment and substations
500mm above natural ground level on land at Wick Lane Brent Knoll .
Response: The Parish Council objected to this application on the grounds that there are no reasons to
overturn the previously supported application.
07/18/00039: Conversion of barn to a dwelling, formation of new access, parking and turning area at
Westbrook Farm Harp Road Brent Knoll TA9 4HQ.
Response: The Parish Council objects to this application due to a risk of building on contaminated land
and also concerns on flood risk together with ecological concerns identified
Cllr Hall left the meeting having declared a prejudicial interest
07/18/00037: Retrospective application for the erection of a garage with first floor storage space at Pink
Thyme Cottage Burton Row Brent Knoll TA9 4BX.
Response: The Parish Council objected to this application on the grounds that the proposal is a complete
change to the original application and the proposal is not in keeping the original purpose (a Garage).
07/18/00035: Change of use of land from agriculture to form extension to caravan Park for the siting of
static caravans and timber chalets. Formation of fishing pond at Westbrook Farm Harp Road Brent Knoll.
Response: The Parish Council object to this planning application on the grounds of over development of
the surrounding area and identified flood risk.
Cllr R Filmer returned to the meeting

Key Matters agreed, and resolutions approved:1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Report further Road damage issues in Harp Road near motorway Bridge.
BKN article to remind residents of ensuring their ditches and hedges are maintained.
County and District reports available online with full minutes.
Stiles in Crooked Lane ongoing project.
To pursue the plans for toilet block improvements including floor surface.
Consider the possibility of adult gym equipment in the village.
CPR Training to be considered again for the village.

Finance Matters.

All Payments as listed on the agenda were approved unanimously.
Full copy of the minutes is available on the website, and also from the Clerk.

Forthcoming meetings.

Next main meeting Wednesday February 6th, 7pm for the public session, followed by the main
meeting of the Parish Council. Parish Surgery for anyone to visit the Parish Council with local issues.
This will be at 4.30pm-6pm.
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk Tel 07917 445 215
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Taking care of God’s gift

This Lent, as a diocese, we will be thinking in different ways about what it means to
care for the world in which we live. Our care for the environment and for all that God
has created is an obligation for us as Christians and part of our response to the
gospel.
Reference is sometimes made to the Five Marks of Mission and one aspect of
mission is ‘to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the
life of the earth.’ What we now know about climate change and the impact we
humans make on the world we live in, means that it is imperative that we take this
responsibility seriously. The Earth is our home. It is beautiful beyond words. It is
God’s gift to us and so we must take care of it! The Psalmist reminds us that: ‘The
earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.’ (Psalm 24:1)
President Barack Obama recently said: “For the sake of our children and our future,
we must do more to combat climate change … we must act before it’s too late.” He
was not seeking to be alarmist in saying this, he was reminding us that climate
change is already affecting agriculture, water resources, forests, wildlife and coastal
areas and also having a serious detrimental impact on human health.
We do need to be more responsible, more faithful and more diligent in the way we
care for God’s creation for a number of reasons. Firstly, a clean environment is
essential for healthy living. Secondly, as the overall temperature of Earth’s
atmosphere and oceans increases, so too does the frequency of dangerous weather
patterns and devastating storms. We are stewards of what God has given us and we
have a responsibility for future generations and we cannot deny that the way we live
is stoking up problems for our children, grandchildren and all who follow after us.
Biodiversity, the variety of plants, animals, and other living things in our world, is
important and we know that human activities are having a negative impact on it.
Finally, it matters because the way we treat the environment also mirrors the way we
treat each other. Mahatma Gandhi, the Indian civil rights activist once said: “What we
are doing to the forests of the world is a mirror reflection of what we are doing to
ourselves and to one another.”
So what might it look like to show that we care about the environment? I have found
these three simple words helpful as I have thought about this. The three Rs: reduce,
reuse, and recycle. Those are three words we might think about this Lent.
With warm greetings,
The Right Revd Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells

Fun in February - Saturday 23rd

Fun in February is the day when local people help tidy up St Michael’s Churchyard. Last
year we had a very successful day when we managed to lay most of the hedge at the
back of the churchyard and tidy up the Remembrance Garden. Hedges that have been
layed require continued maintenance and I am hoping that we shall complete the hedge
laying and also cut back the rest of the hedge as our main task. The usual tidy-up tasks
will also need doing. The reward for hard work will be the usual excellent refreshment
laid on at lunchtime.
Please come along at 10am and help us on the day.
Ged Keele

Plastic Bottle Tops

Got plastic bottle tops? Recycle plastic bottle tops - by post (and other ways to recycle more
plastic tops, plastic bags and more in Somerset): buff.ly/2KAhBeZ.
@Somerset Waste
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Home Visiting Service

 

  

HPC Registered

Adam Popham
Director

A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd
Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural
local Electrical contractor
All aspects of electrical work
undertaken in a courteous, friendly
and professional manner

Mark, Somerset,

07738221754

A professional,
A
professional, caring
caring and
and friendly
friendly
veterinary
service
for
your
veterinary service for your pet.
pet.
We can offer you and your pet:
We can offer you and your pet:
24 hour on-site emergency service
24 hour on-site emergency service
24 hour on-site nursing care
24 hour on-site nursing care
Key hole minimally invasive surgery
Modern facilities and equipment

Large car park with disabled access
Large car park with disabled access
Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm
Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm
Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm
Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm

Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794
Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592
email: admin@blakevets.co.uk
email: admin@blakevets.co.uk

Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk
Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk
Consultations by appointment only.
Consultations by appointment only.

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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Did you know…
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Sedgemoor District Council fund
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Wessex

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone,
re t re a t- ro s s h o l m e . c o . u k

hello@retreat-rossholme.co.uk

Taunton,
TA4 1EU
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DEVELOP
YOUR
SKILLS
Boost your qualifications
with FREE Level 2 Distance
Learning courses.
Apply online www.btc.ac.uk

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST

www.btc.ac.uk

Nut Tree Farm

Goat Products



         
   

Come and
us at 

 visit
 


      

The Goat
Hut
 

  

School
Lane,
Woolavington.


 

    
Or 
  

  


  
  


Brent
Knoll
Bleadon
 

 and




Farmers
Markets. 


 
 



       
Goats milk, cheese,
fudge,
  
homemade
quiche,
cheesecake




     


and soap. All made using milk




        
from 
ourown
goats.
  


07759
082 623


  Maria
 





 
FB@NutTreeFarmGoats
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YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU

Elections for Parish Council May 2nd 2019
Every 4 years, the Residents of Brent Knoll have the opportunity
to choose their Parish Council for the forthcoming 4 years. The
Parish Council is made up of 11 members who take local
decisions about the village and manage various parts of the
infrastructure including the village green, the Play equipment,
the toilet block and car park and in addition manage the
contracts for verge and general maintenance of the village etc.
The Parish Council meets on the first Wednesday of each
month except August and part of its role is for consultation on
local planning applications.
It is very important that the Parish Council has members from across the village
community and it has a broad spectrum of membership so that it fully reflects the
attitudes and ideas of the whole village.
If you wish to know more about being a Parish Councillor, do contact the Clerk on
clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk or 07917 445215. This is your opportunity to take a more
active role in the future of this lovely village of Brent Knoll. Elections will take place if
there are more than 11 nominations, otherwise those nominated are elected unopposed.
Owen J Cullwick, Clerk

Carols Thanks

Thank you to all who came to support Carols from the Bike Shed on Monday December 17th.
An amazing £322 was raised for The British Red Cross to be used locally, for which they
are extremely grateful.
A special thanks to the Harmony Plus Brass Band, which has supported us for so many
years but who, sadly, due to ill health, won’t be able to support us again.
Also to Rev Steve Bennett who compered the evening, interspersing the carols with
some bad cracker jokes.
Thank you to those who contributed raffle prizes and to all those who help with the
organising –whether contributing food, putting up lights, making delicious mulled wine or
serving refreshments or running the raffle.
We feel honoured to have such a good team helping us.
This December we may be doing something different, so please watch this space.
Margaret and Mike Smith

The Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and Parish Hall Committee
are holding a Jumble Sale on Saturday 27th April at 10.30am.
If you have any Jumble (Clothes, Bric-a-Brac, Toys, Books, etc.)
please bring them along to the Hall on the evening of 26th April
from 6pm or on the 27th from 9am. If you would like your items
collected, please ring Sandra on 01278 760451.



13


CHELSEA FARM
CENTRE LTD

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL,
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ
TEL: 01278 760 480
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS HANGING BASKETS - TUBS PERENNIALS - SHRUBS
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR
SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -

PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES




 






    

  
 



     

   
    



Basic pet obedience, Rally
obedience, Agility, Flyball,
Heelwork to music and fun
classes.
Behavioural problems a
speciality.
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM
raw meats.
For further details phone:

01278 760 477
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2Ms Building Solution

• KENNY
Building & Landscaping
GORDON
• Property Maintenance
PLANT
HIRE
• Refurbishments
& Renovations
• GENERAL
Painting GROUNDWORKS,
& Decorating PADDOCK & FIELD
FENCING.
• Wood Burner Installer
(HETAS Approved)












    
Call Mike
180 880
/ 01278
238962
FOR07578
FURTHER
DETAILS
VISIT


Call Matt 07773 606 393
    
www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk

   
Email: 2msbuildingso1utions@gmail.com
 
Tel: 01278 760642
251 697

/ 07885
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EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS





  



Holiday Home
for Happy Cats

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE,
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX
Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062
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Hedges and Ditches

At the recent Parish Council meeting, members were once again alerted to the
problems associated with over grown hedges and poorly maintained ditches in and
around the village on privately owned land and property.
The Parish Council would respectfully remind land owners that they are responsible
for ensuring that all of their boundaries are safe and free from public hazard at all
times, particularly during the growing season.
Failure to take the necessary action to protect members of the public can potentially
result in claims being made by an injured party against the owner in the event of an
incident. Thank you.
Owen J Cullwick, Clerk

Volunteering Opportunities at Secret World
Wildlife Rescue

Secret World Wildlife Rescue specialises in the rescue, rehabilitation
and eventual release of orphaned and injured wild creatures. It is run
entirely on donations and runs a wildlife rescue service based near Highbridge. Each
year, more than 5,000 wild animals are helped by Secret World. Together with a
dedicated team of staff and volunteers, we continue to care for all manner of
creatures, from the tiniest harvest mice and bats to badgers, swans, foxes, deer and
otters.
We are currently looking for more volunteers to join our team in a number of roles.
Our admissions rise dramatically from March onwards and so we need committed and
caring volunteers to help the Animal Care team with day to day tasks, ensuring that
the animals in our care are well looked after. We also need people to help man our
reception and assist our office staff, support our maintenance officer with repairs and
improvements to the site and even to help keep our laundry room running efficiently.
Members of the public are not always able to bring casualties to us and so we rely on
volunteer response drivers who can help capture and transport animals needing
attention to Secret World. If you have a few hours to spare each week and would like
to
play
a
part
in
the
future
of
British
wildlife,
please
visit
www.secretworld.org/volunteer for further information on all of our opportunities and
to download an application form.
Many thanks.
Claire Graham, Head of Volunteering, Secret World Wildlife Rescue

TENNIS CLUB

Whistdrive
Monday February 11th
Ivy Hall,Brent Knoll

By kind permission of Frances James

7pm start £1.50

Prizes, Raffle and Refreshments. All Welcome

FRONT COVER Photos

Thanks to Steve Russell for this month’s cover photo of Horse and Hounds.

Bob
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Another excellent year for the Good Companions has flowed quickly by and for our last
meeting in 2018, we had a Christmas lunch at the Beachcomber. As usual, the food was
excellent and the staff welcoming and very helpful. Sadly, only one person on our table
won one of the many raffle prizes but there is always next year’s lunch, which is already
booked, so you have ten months (from the time of writing) to book your place. We now
look forward to next year and judging by the 2019 Programme, handed out during the
lunch; it looks to be very interesting. So looking forward to members and new members
joining us next year.
Dates for forthcoming meetings:Brent Knoll School Choir
2019
February 20th Collectables
- Mr Michael Lyddon
March 20th
April 17th
Smugglers of the Bristol Channel - Emma Duke
We are a friendly group and welcome visitors and new members, preferably over the age
of 18. We meet at 2.30pm in the Parish Hall on the third Wednesday of every month.
For further information contact Karen Russell on 769 382 or Ann Robson on 760 981. AR

WI Craft Group

We will meet at 2.30pm on Monday February 18th in the Methodist Church school room.
We are a small friendly group who like to knit or craft, chatter and have a cuppa.
We are continuing to knit hats and scarves for Mission to Seafarers, as well as blankets
for premature babies.
We are also grateful to those who knit in their homes and give us scarves, hats and
twiddlemuffs.
We recently gave 26 hats and scarves sets and 20 scarves to Mission to Seafarers at
Portbury Dock. These were added to some Christmas boxes as well as to the supply
they keep for people to help themselves. The chaplain was very grateful.
You don’t have to be a WI member to join us. We would love anyone who does craft of
any kind to join us, we love seeing what others are doing.
For further details please contact me on 01278 760691.
Margaret Smith

LEBE’s Community Café

We would like to Welcome You to LEBE’s Community café.
Open every Tuesday 11am-3pm at the Pavilion, Lympsham.
Come for good company, great coffee/tea and excellent homemade
cakes.
Make new friends, meet old ones and help to make this the place you
want to come! All people, ideas and well-behaved dogs welcome.
Tel: Ros Dark 01934 750602 or 07976 485010 for more information.
Lympsham, Eastertown, BrentKnoll and EastBrent Community Café

Knoll Conservatives - New Year Social

Knoll Conservatives welcomed James Heappey our local MP to our MP to
our Annual New Year Social on Saturday 12th January. It was really well attended
with over 40 local residents taking part. Lots of discussions took place and James
talked about ‘Brexit’ and answered questions.
Everybody enjoyed the evening and the lovely Buffet and Mulled wine.
Bob Filmer
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PETER EVERETT
Registered Osteopath
Can now be seen at the addresses below: Highbridge
Medical Centre
Pepperall Road
Highbridge
Somerset
TA9 3YA

Burnham
Medical Centre
Love Lane
Burnham-on-Sea
Somerset
TA8 1EU

01278 793223

01278 793223

Practice premises: 12 Woodborough Road,
Winscombe BS25 1AA
01934 844764

 












 

  



18


Kathryn Talbot

Office and Secretarial Services

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence,
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists,
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc.
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc.
Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB

Tel/Fax: 01278 760393
Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com

  



1919

Brent Knoll House Histories

European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 28

Last month I noted that Edward Stiling applied for an extension at the Red Cow Inn to
accommodate the Brent Knoll Cricket Festival. A report from the previous year gives a clue as
to why it has moved its headquarters to the Red Cow. Apparently, the weather was
“delightfully fine,” and numerous spectators turned out to see the local team score 38 in
their first inning and 59 in their second, whilst the opposition, Blackford Cricket Club,
managed 73 in their first innings. No mention is made of Blackford’s second innings, so one
must assume that it was officially a drawn game. This may be partially explained by the fact
that it was only 4:00 p.m. when “upwards of 150 sat down to a well-served and enjoyable tea,
provided in a spacious marquee. Mrs Stiling was amongst those presiding at the tables (with
ten others). During the afternoon the Weston-super-Mare Town Band played a capital
selection of music, and in the evening a large company danced to the strains of the band. The
whole of the arrangements were carried out in a highly satisfactory manner by the following
committee, of which Mr. J. Stiling proved himself an efficient and popular chairman and Hon.
Secretary.” John Stiling was a farmer, living in Brent Street, and Edward’s younger brother.
The names of twenty-one committee members were then listed, including many well-known
families from the village, such as Frost, Sandy, Body, House, and Palmer. It does seem as
though the club was doing really well as, in 1893, when the first festival was held, they only
had ten committee members, yet the following year (1899) they were back down to eleven
committee members, so perhaps there was something special about the 1898 festival.
Although, surprisingly, there appears to be no mention in the newspapers of the period,
Edward Stiling died in either October or early November 1903. He is reported to be 55 years
old, though the date changes mentioned last month, suggest he should really be recorded as
58 years old. The cause of his death is not known, but Messrs. Stiling and Ker, Auctioneers
from Bridgwater announce in the local papers on the 21st November 1903 that they have
received instructions, from representatives of the late Mr. Edward Stiling, to sell by auction,
at the Red Cow the following Tuesday, two cobs, a trap, harness, cider harness (does anyone
know what this is specifically?), hay, grass, implements and effects.
It is obvious that Edward’s wife,
Alice, applied for a licence in
her own name and continued
the business at the Red Cow.
She is referenced as a beer
retailer in the 1906, 1910 and
1914 editions of Kelly’s
Directory.
During this period there are
constant advertisements in the
local press (this one is from a
paper produced by …..
Continued on page 20
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued

The Clifton Society, dated January 29th, 1914) for a meeting of harriers at the Red Cow, led by
Mr. Herman Tiarks, who built and lived at the Webbington from 1908 until his death in 1956.
The picture below is almost certainly that of the Tiarks’ Harriers (his name was Tiarks, so the

advertisement above is incorrect – it should read “Mr Tiarks’) and he is the man on
horseback in the centre of the picture, just to the left of the doorway and in front of the
bicycles. Although no names of those in the picture have been recorded locally (and the
other people are still unknown), he is distinctive in a couple of ways – firstly, he was 6 feet 6
inches tall (198cms) and secondly, he had a riding accident when he was 6 years old which
left him with a fixed elbow on his left arm, which he was always forced to hold in the position
shown. He is also the central figure and his hounds are obviously focussed on him, rather
than any of the other horsemen (there are four men riding horses in the picture – can you
find the fourth one? – not the one carrying the young child). He had his own kennels at the
Webbington.
Herman Tiarks continued riding until he was sixty, when an accident ended his life-long
passion, though he described it slightly differently. It was, he said, when “increased weight,
age and alcohol all help you lose your nerve.” In his book, “Hunting Reminiscences,” he noted
that, “All my life I have preferred dogs, horses and hounds to humans. They are more faithful,
and they do not lie to you”!
It is also interesting to see all the bicycles lined up against the hedge. Whether they belong
to those on horseback, or to those who have come to view is uncertain, but most people
would not have had a car in those days and most of the spectators are probably locals.
In 1918 Alice Stiling remarried. Her new husband was Samuel J. Harvey, who was about the
same age as Alice and the station master at Brent Knoll station. But before his tenure, a
more interesting station master will be the subject of next month’s article.
John Page

PARKING FACILITIES
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Women’s Society

2323

It was decided at our last AGM not to meet in January; it is often very cold and damp,
so for this year, our first meeting for 2019 will be in February.
On Thursday February 28th we meet at 8.00pm at 135 Brent Street, the home of Judy
and Brian Freestone. Brian will have a quiz for us, so we need to ‘be prepared’ to
answer the questions and impress our favourite quiz master!
Due to unforeseen circumstances; the date of our Hot Pot Supper has been changed
from March and we will now meet on April 4th at 7.30pm at Wick Farm, Wick Lane.
Please bring either a savoury or sweet dish to share - we always have such a super,
variety of dishes and a very enjoyable evening.
On April 25th we will meet again, this time at Ann’s house, 4, The Willows, where we
are holding a Craft Evening with Margaret Smith.
If you would like to join us at any if our meetings, you would be very welcome. Please
ring Julie 751229 for further details - thank you.
Ann

Women’s Institute

At our first meeting in 2019, John Strickland, born seventy years ago in
Burnham on Sea, gave us an enthusiastic talk with slides on Burnham.
He made it very interesting by showing us slides of Burnham in the
1800s together with modern slides of the same spots. There was not
enough time for the whole talk, but we are hoping he can come again and carry on
from where he had to stop. John is the chair of the North Sedgemoor Local History
Group which has the web site www.captureburnham.org.uk, which has a wealth of
further information. I think it’s much nicer to have John in person giving a running
commentary and answering questions than just reading the web pages, but they are
there to be read.
Please note Brent Knoll WI will be holding their annual soup lunch in the Parish Hall
on Saturday February 16th at 12 noon to 1.30pm. Price £5.00 to include soup, roll,
pudding and Tea/Coffee, please pay on the door.
The next meetings are:Animal Welfare Trust
Caron Lane
February 13th
March 13th
Nepal
Ian Williamson
April 10th
Marianne North, Victorian Artist
Gina Merrett-Smith
Don’t forget that our meetings are held at 2.30pm in the Brent Knoll Parish Hall every
second Wednesday of the month (excluding August).
Ann Robson

Join the All-Sorts Community Choir

If you think that 2019 is the year to start to sing once again, come
along and join us for a ‘taster session’ at St Mary’s Church, East
Brent. We meet on Thursdays’ from 19.30 to 21.30.
We have bookings already in place for March and will be preparing a new programme
to perform and sing-along with those that attend.
If you just want a good laugh, an opportunity to stretch those vocal chords and start to
sing again, join us.
See you then. E-Mail: sue.toon@btinternet.com.Telephone: 01278 760753 Sue Toon
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Wildlife in Southern Africa

Five weeks spent in Southern Africa over Christmas and the New Year have left us with
some wonderful memories of the continent, and I am having difficulties readjusting to the
British Winter, so this month’s diary is about our experiences there. We visited five very
contrasting areas in South Africa and Botswana during our stay and I can only give a
brief description of each.
After spending a couple of days in Johannesburg, we drove down to the Drakensburg
mountains. This range of mountains runs down the east of South Africa. It’s high
enough for it to snow in Winter and when we arrived in high Summer, it was just like
England, cold and wet. We stayed with family friends on a very large farm that reared
sheep and cattle, and also specialised in rearing game for hunting, so we saw various
breeds of antelope and some Cape buffalo on the farm. The local birdlife was
magnificent and there were opportunities for me to have two bird watching safaris.
Before Christmas, we spent four nights in a lodge next to the Chobe River in northern
Botswana. This is our favourite spot in southern Africa because there are opportunities
to see bird life and game from a boat on the river, and by land on a jeep safari. The
water birds can be seen up close and I was kept busy trying to get photos. There was a
herd of elephants with some very young ones, and hippos wandering around in and out
of the water. We were lucky enough to see lions at a recent buffalo kill, with vultures
nearby awaiting their turn to scavenge the carcass.
We returned to the family home near Gaborone the capital of Botswana for Christmas. I
always look forward to going out for walks here. Despite the suburban nature of the
environment, the local bird life is colourful and very photogenic.
Just after Christmas we flew down to Cape Town for a family holiday, staying near
Simon’s Town, which is on the Cape Peninsula south of the city itself. We were within
walking distance of the African penguin colony at Boulders, and there was a tree in
flower just outside our bedroom that attracted some very unusual birds that fed on the
nectar: cape sugarbirds with long tails and orange breasted sunbirds.
Our last great experience was a train trip from Cape Town to Johannesburg. This is one
of the great railway journeys of the world. The highlights of the journey are the climb
from the Cape plains up through a river pass in the mountains onto the Little Karoo,
which is a small fertile area set in a wide mountain valley. We then passed through a 15
kilometre tunnel emerging onto the Great Karoo. This is a very dry and hot plain that
occupies about a third of South Africa. The mountains have been weathered into
incredible shapes and the lack of water means that only subsistence farming is possible.
It may sound a bit dull, but the scenery does vary and we thoroughly enjoyed our trip.
We were puzzled by the local anthills, many of which had big holes in them. We
discovered that these holes had been made by aardvarks that come out at night to feed
on the ants.
It is fairly easy to get reasonable photos of the larger animals but not quite so easy to
take photos of birds. However, I was pleased to add a number of new photos to my
album, including a yellow and black oriole, three different bee-eaters, a lilac breasted
roller, wood hoopoes and lovebirds.
Ged Keele

Just for fun - Paraprosdokians

“A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. On my desk, I
have a work station!”
“War does not determine who is right – only who is left.”
Mary Wridgway
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Tel: 07813 469905 or 01934 261270
Email: in.cleanz@live.com
IN.CLEANZ Property Care provides a tailored cleaning and maintenance
service for domestic and commercial clients, from a one-off deep-clean to
a regular, long-term contract.

 One-off deep-cleans
 Weekly or monthly cleaning plans for domestic and
commercial premises
 End of tenancy and end of build cleans
 Window and conservatory cleaning
 Oven cleaning
If you would like a free no-obligation quote or just want some advice,
please call
Darrell or Jayne on the numbers above.  
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“Meet & Eat”

We would like to thank all our diners for their generous gifts to us at our Christmas
celebration. It was lovely to have children and the Head of Brent Knoll Primary School help
serve the meal and recite a Christmas poem so beautifully. We must also thank “Tadpoles”
for preparing such a delicious lunch.
It is sad to hear that Peter Dallosso has passed away. He has dined with us over the last 10
years and more recently been joined by his daughter, Catherine and other family members.
He will be missed.
Meet and Eat will be held on Monday February 25th in the Nuttall Room at Brent Knoll Parish
Hall at 12.30pm. Please book with Liz by Friday February 22nd on 760 810. We always
welcome new diners.
Please note that there will be no Meet and Eat in March as the cooks have other
commitments. We will hope to meet on Monday April 1st!
Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella

Pastoral Care Groups

Since September 2014, there have been groups running for the villages of Brent Knoll, East
Brent and Lympsham, supported by The Parish of Three Saints.

Care Support Groups –
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Carers Group

Monday February 18th at 4pm at Brentcombe House, Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ.
Tel Carla 01278 760 041 for details.

Comfort Group

For those living with long term illness
Thursday February 21st at 2.30pm at Wayfarers, Brent Road, East Brent, TA9 4DB.
Tel Dot 01278 760 600 for details.

Bereaved Friends Group

Thursday February 28th at 2.30pm at Southcot, 87 Brent Street, Brent Knoll TA9 4EQ.
Tel Margaret 01278 760 691 or Gwen 01934 750 416.
For further information, please contact me or any of the others noted above.
These groups are open to all.
Margaret Smith

The King and I : December 19th - live event at the cinema

This was a performance from the London Palladium, very good on all fronts. Apparently the
critics have slated this, but it was showing on two screens at the same time, and we all
enjoyed it, so what do the critics know?
We all know the story of an English teacher going to Siam (modern day Thailand) to teach
English ways and language to the children of the King, encountering hostility, and finally
winning over the King and the Royal family.
The set design was very clever, it started with a ship, which was then split in half to give the
next lot of scenery. Set designers seem to have such wonderful ideas, mostly simple, but
effective. The acting and singing matched it - Kelli O’Hara, singing Anna, was Good. Such
clear enunciation and notes right on, spot in the “middle of the note”, as my old choir
conductor used to say!
We also heard a wonderful tenor voice from Dean John-Wilson, who sang Lun-Tha, the
lover of Tuptim ( the King’s latest wife, sent by the King of Burma!). Ruthie Ann Miles,
singing Lady Thiang (head wife!) was another delight - lovely mezzo-soprano voice, and NaYoung Jeon sang Tuptim with a pure soprano. All in all, it was a musical delight, and just
right to start Christmas celebrations off
Future live events include La Traviata, and Swan Lake, though you might have seen that on TV
on Christmas Day. You can find out more at www.liveeventcinema.com
Pauline Chadwick
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RNLI Winscombe Folk Concert – Return of Reg Meuross –

Saturday 23rd February

The next RNLI Winscombe Folk Concert will be in St James’ Hall, Winscombe at 8:00pm
on Saturday 23rd February (Doors open at 7.15pm) when we are thrilled to welcome back
Somerset born singer-songwriter-storyteller Reg Meuross. Reg will sing songs from his
new album “12 Silk Handkerchiefs” and previous albums, while he will accompany
himself masterfully on guitar and always captivates audiences with his beautiful tenor
voice and spellbinding delivery. Reg appeared to a sell-out audience in Winscombe two
years ago and we expect this show to sell-out again.
There will be a cash bar selling wine, beers, cider and soft drinks plus nibbles. Tickets
priced £13, may be purchased from James Barratini at winscombe.folk@gmail.com or
telephone 07703 538861, so book early to guarantee your place; all proceeds will go to
the RNLI Winscombe & District Branch.
Paul Ashmore

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR

FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ

SATURDAY 9th February

at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10am to 12 noon

Fresh Fish from Seafoods, Locally produced fresh Pork, Goat’s milk, cheese and
meat, Eggs, Pickles and Preserves. Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, Westcroft
Cider, Cakes and Savouries, Handmade Cards, Silver & Beaded Jewellery,
Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, Dog Treats, Textiles, etc., CDs, DVDs,
Books and Bric-a-Brac.

Plus Raffle

The Parish Café will be serving drinks & light snacks

Entrance FREE

Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)

Mark Youth Theatre

Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall

Mark Youth Theatre are an established, non-profit, Theatre Group, comprising a talented
set of 8 to 18 years olds, based in the nearby village of Mark, with children attending from
the surrounding areas. Working through the medium of drama, we aim to help children
gain confidence and learn to express themselves. Each year we put on a large scale
production, and we are thrilled to be returning to Strode Theatre again in 2019 with our
production of Singin’ in the Rain Jr.
Saturday 30th March 2.30pm
Thursday 28th March 7.30pm
th
Friday 29 March 7.30pm
Saturday 30th March 7.30pm
• Director: Clare Banwell and Laura Jones
• Musical Director: Matthew Tilke
• Tickets: £10, Concessions £7
• www.strodetheatre.org.uk
Rachael Tolton
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Up and over doors
Roller doors
Commercial shutters
WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD?
Sectional
doors
Qualified
piano and
keyboard teacher in
Brent Knoll
available
Side
hung doors
for friendly, informal lessons
Beginners and nervous students a speciality
Learn for fun
– no pressure to sit exams!
Automation
For those who do want to work through
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is
taught.Security Shutters
Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703
Repairs
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Beginners and nervous students a speciality
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their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY

2nd Saturday
2nd March
23rd/24th March
27th April

Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café
Another BAD Experience!! 8th June
Village Fête
Spring Book Fayre
20th July
Music on the Green with
Jumble Sale
“The Lipinski Band”
19th October
Harvest Supper
S Few
Next meeting – Monday, 11th February at 8pm in the “Jubilee Room”

BRENT AMATEUR DRAMATICS GROUP
presents
A NIGHT AT THE B.A.D. HOLIDAY CAMP
On Saturday 2nd March
In the Parish Hall
* Check in at 6.45pm for your chalet key *
Proceeds to Beach Buddies (R.N.L.I.) and the Parish Hall.
Tickets (£12) to include a fish and chip supper,
will be on sale from 4th February from Caroline at Brent Knoll
Village Shop or Sandra (760451)
Please purchase your tickets early to avoid disappointment
......and come dressed for the occasion!!

The Beach Buddies

‘The Beach Buddies’ are a traditional Seaside Puppet theatre (we avoid comparison with
‘Punch and Judy’ and prefer not to be described in those terms) that is operated by two
RNLI Education volunteers. The objective is to make children and young people safer at
the beach and near water.
Based at Portishead Lifeboat Station, ‘The Beach Buddies’ visit schools and events to
help to make children and families safer at the beach and near water. The cast of seven
lively characters deliver a series of relevant messages including ‘Always Know where
your grown-ups are’ – ‘Sun protection’ - ‘The RNLI Beach Safety flags’ – ‘Learning to
float’ – ‘Don’t litter our coastline’ - ‘Don’t feed the seagulls’ and ‘Keep out of the Mud’.
Like all RNLI Education services, we are free at the point of delivery, so there is a need
to fund raise to cover some simple expenses and the provision of a colourful printed
handout for each child.
At events, we are an attraction for children of all ages and, with accompanying adults, it
is a great way to spread our safety messages to families in a fun, lively and vibrant way.
Last year we supported two large events at Brean and Burnham on Sea and hope to
return this year.
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Lympsham Gardening Club

Future Meetings
We do not have a meeting in February.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 12th March at Lympsham Pavilion.
Please note the earlier start at 7.30pm as there will be a short AGM before the speaker.
Mariette Denison

Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle

The Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle meets at Ball Copse Hall. Sessions
are held every Monday evening starting at 7.00pm and last for two hours.
The term lasts until 18th March. The cost for the term is £20, representing
less than £2 per session! This next term includes the theme of Russian
composers.
I do hope you will join us. I guarantee that you will hear some really good music, in pleasant
surroundings, with great company. Please contact Alan Spencer on 01278 760 572 or
alanspencer2@compuserve.com if you are interested in attending. If you’re not sure you can
try a couple of weeks with no obligation. The programme is available on Brent Knoll Village
Website, under Local Organisations http://www.brentknollvillage.co.uk/musicgroup.htm.
Alan Spencer, Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle

BOOK FAYRE 2019

It’s our annual Book Fayre time again. This will be our only fair this year and it will be on
Saturday March 23rd and Sunday March 24th from 10am to 4pm each day. So, whether you
like the facts or prefer fiction, favour hardbacks or paperbacks, incline to old books or new
books, fancy a laugh or a cry, are partial to children’s books or adult books (not those sort!)
or maybe just like looking at pictures, we will have something for you.
With most paperbacks at 50p and most hardbacks at £1 you can’t go wrong, though we will
have an extended selection of better books at slightly higher prices. Come and get a
bargain, brush up on your favourite hobby, buy a book for bedtime, scare yourself with an
exciting thriller, seek a novel or a novelty or bore the pants off a near relative with a book
you know they always wanted.
If you have books you would like to donate, contact me on (01 278) 760 986.
John Page
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KENNY GORDON

PLANT HIRE

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD
FENCING.
EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel: 01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697



 General Building
 Groundworks

 Mini Digger Hire
   
Man and machine or machine
  
only. Various sizes available –
 
please contact for more details.
 
 No job too big or small

Fully insured
   


Free
Quotations
 


 

Please call Sam Vigar on:
07762969707
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MARTYN BOLEY


PAINTER & DECORATOR
 
Interior and Exterior

11 Years Experience
 
Recommendations on Request


 
FreeQuotation

07786 912191
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Your February Sudokus

Valentine Sudoku
1
A

2

B

3
7
6
4

C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

6 2
8 1

3

1

4

4

5

3 8
9

4

3

6

2

4 7

7

5
7

8

8

9

6

1

Diamond Sudoku (Easy)

1

9

3

2

4

A
B

8
3
5
9

4

D

9

1

E

6

G
H

5

J

8

1

8

4

9
9

4

2

9

5

6

8

1

7

8

7

2

3

F

6

6

3

2

C

5

8

Because Valentine’s day is this month, I decided to celebrate it with two appropriate
Sudokus! The first is in the shape of a heart with a Cupids Arrow piercing it, and the second
in in the shape of a diamond, also associated with Love and Marriage! I thank Klaus
Brenner for supplying me with the Diamond Sudoku and for another that he produced that I
modified to produce the Valentine Sudoku.
11 persons sent answers in last month. Comments from solvers were: - “Enjoyed these with
a turkey sandwich!” – “Did these on New Year Day”, Solutions came from, Klaus Brenner,
Christine Hall, Mac Hares, Liz Ibrahim, Vicky Jones, Steve Lawrence, Chris Marsh, Frankie
and Geoff New, John Spiers, and Ted Toon.
Send entries to me please at
david@flockman.com or 48, Brent Street.
David Filmer
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request) are below:-

Christmas Tree Sudoku

1
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

4 9
8 6

7 3

3

4

5

6

7

8

5 3 2
6 4 8 5
9 2 7 6

1

9

5 8 6 2 7 1 3
2 3 1 7 5 9 4
1 9 5 4 8 2 6

2 7 4 1 8 6 9 3 5
5 8 9 4 2 3 1 6 7
3 1 6 7 9 5 4 8 2
1

17 Clue Sudoku

7 8 6 4 9
3 9 2 7 1
4 1 3 5 8

Just for fun - Paraprosdokians

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

9 5 6 4 8 7 2 3 1
3 4 7 2 9 1 8 6 5
1 8 2 5 6 3 7 4 9
7 9 1 8 3 4 6 5 2
4 2 8 6 1 5 9 7 3
5 6
9 7 2 4 1 8

8 3 9 1 4
6 1 5 7 2
2 7 4 3 5

6
8
9

5 2 7
3 9 4
1 8 6

“The early bird might catch the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese.”Mary Wridgway
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BOOK FAIR

10am to 4pm
each day

IIff yyoouu aarree ddiissppoossiinngg ooff aannyy bbooookkss
pplleeaassee ccoonnttaacctt JJoohhnn PPaaggee
((0011227788)) 776600 998866

“I hear old Percy’s wife has lost her voice, so he went to the Doctor and asked
him how he could help her to get her voice back!”
“What did the Doc say?”
“He said try coming home at three o’clock in the morning!”
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CRITICS’ CHOICE - THE SUNDAY TIMES

Zoe Lyons:
Entry Level Human
Saturday 2 February
8pm

Lipstick On Your Collar

Illustration © Jim Field 2016 Licensed by HarperCollins Publishers Ltd

Friday 8 February
7.30pm

Seth Lakeman:
The Well Worn Path
Friday 1 March
7.30pm

Centre Stage
Variety Show
Friday 22 February
7.30pm

Saturday 16 February
11.30am and 3pm

HHHHH

‘A spectacular show for all the family’
FAMILIES MAGAZINE

Tickets: £16, £12.50 Under 16, £54 Family

01278 556677
www.mcmillantheatre.com
The McMillan Theatre, Bath Road,
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4PZ
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G B Building &
Maintenance
Conservation Builder
Historic, Listed and
Traditional Methods
Lime plastering
Stonework
Cob Walls
Lime Wash paints
Brickwork
Telephone:
Mr Gary Broom on

07776032289 or
01823283212

Listed Heritage Member

Bespoke Gates
and Garage
Doors Limited
Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel : 01278 760068
e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality
bespoke wooden gates
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The Future of Technology and how it can affect you and
the value of your house.

It all began at Bletchley Park in World War 2, when the brilliant Alan Turin and others
broke Hitler’s “Unbreakable” Enigma code, making the Impossible - Possible.
His work was the forerunner of the computer and in 1961, when I was an Agriculture
Scientist for a Unilever company, there were just 2 computers in the UK, one in
London and the other in Manchester. Who would have believed then, that now
virtually every household would have several, as they are in TVs, Microwaves,
Washing machines and mobile phones as well as computers and laptops?
Shortly after, older readers will remember the excitement when the Russians sent
Sputnik orbiting the earth. That weighed a few kilograms and now the most powerful
rockets to date, can deliver over 60 tonnes of payload into space! Who would have
believed then, that man would be able to land on the moon and return safely to earth?
Or that you could, in real time, speak with and see, in glorious technicolour, your
friends and relatives on the other side of the earth?
Speed of communication has been enhanced by the development of Broadband,
which has only been available in Brent Knoll for a few years. I was personally
involved helping BT to sign up enough households for them to justify the costs of
bringing it to the telephone exchange in our village. I produced a leaflet and visited
most households explaining its benefits and the increased value of their house, even
if they did not want to install it themselves! The campaign was successful, and most
households now have access to broadband, which is delivered, by various service
providers, via the telephone line to your home.
However, the broadband speed was originally very slow, at only 1 to 2 Megabytes per
second, which is adequate for sending and receiving e-mails and text messages, but
not good enough for downloading large files from the internet. Later, BT brought
broadband in from Burnham-on-Sea via fibre to the exchange, and onward to various
cabinets in the village. But the final distance to your house is though the original
copper wires on the telephone poles. This slows the speed down considerably,
depending on how far away your house is to the nearest BT cabinet and the number
of other users there are on line at the same time as you. So, if you are using Skype
to talk to someone overseas, you may often get a message saying, “weak signal,
please try later”! The same occurs if you are downloading a video for immediate
viewing from the internet, which is very frustrating and annoying.
Like all technology, TV is undergoing rapid advancements, not only are screens
getting bigger, but they have gone from normal definition to high definition and
onward to ultra-high definition. The amount of data needed to support this is now
much greater and, in the future, is likely to need even more still. In addition, suppliers
are enhancing domestic appliances like refrigerators, clothes and dish washers, etc.
to be able to interface with “The Internet of Things” (IOT). We have all experienced
power cuts. But the IOT will link electricity suppliers with domestic appliances, so that
if there is a sudden surge in power demand, they will be able, temporally, to turn off
refrigerators across the country, so avoiding these annoying power cuts. As soon as
the excess power demand has passed, power to your appliances is restored and you
will not even notice it! Also, internet interactive games are now available, which are
popular with many persons under 30 years of age, and need very high download
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speeds and, with even more sophistication in the pipeline, will want even more. Such
is the accelerating advancement in these technologies, but they all need higher speed
broadband.
Fortunately, it is now possible to have fibre installed directly to a special router in your
home via the poles delivering electricity to your house. The advantage is that, no
matter how many other houses are using broadband at the same time as you, the
signal is not weakened because you have a direct connection. In addition, you will
get a speed of 200 Megabytes per second, because no copper wire is involved! In
fact, the system can give 1,000 Megabytes per second, should you wish to upgrade in
order to cope with various new technologies planned, some of which are already in
the pipeline! Should you wish to sell your property in the future, the ability to get fibre
broadband speed is estimated to increase your home’s value by 5% to 10%, which,
on a £250,000 house, is worth £12,500-25,000.
The company offering this service needs to get 30% of Brent Knoll and East Brent
properties to sign up for it in order to justify its investment. The normal cost of
installation, including the fibre router, is £120, but this is waived for those that sign up
for it now. You can retain your existing telephone number and the 18 month contract
costs £47.50 per month and would take effect when your current contract finishes so
you don’t need to wait to apply and you will still count towards the numbers needed.
Telephone charges are about 50% cheaper than BT, and there are call packages that
can be added, for example free Evenings & Weekend calls at £2.99 per month.
I am acting as a champion for the company and if you would like further information,
please ring me on 01278 760760, or e-mail me at david@flockman.com. I will be
happy to answer questions and give more detail.
David Filmer
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Secure Caravan Storage
Gary and Sarah Bowden
G&S Storage

Tel: 01934 750298

Mob:07970 950707
Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ

www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5
Insurance approved – CaSSOA (Gold)
CCTV
Hard standing with easy access
Wash facility
Storage containers to rent

OPEN ALL YEAR
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My heart in yours
Loved.
Loving,
Love.
Feeling
My heart in yours.

Lifted on wings
to a place of peace.
Filled to overflowing
with a sense of joy.
You know me.
And love me, still.

My heart in yours,
feeling
Love,
Loving,
Loved.
Corin

A date for your diary- Pancakes

The Royal British Legion Brent Knoll Branch
Invite you all for

A Pancake morning on Saturday 2nd March at Brent Knoll Parish Hall
11am – 2 pm

Burnham-on-Sea Bowling Club
St Andrews Road Burnham-on-Sea

COME and TRY

Offering three free sessions with the coaching staff to see if you like the game, these sessions
will be available at the start of the season in April.
They will run on Friday mornings and/or Wednesday evenings.
To join after the free sessions the cost will be £55 for the year.
If you would like further information or would like to book the free “taster sessions”
Please phone :- (Club Coach)
Trevor Wellavize Tel: 07872 495 970
Richard Luscombe Tel: 01278 782 314
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – December 2018

December’s weather was dominated by Atlantic lows, but high pressure was
nearby for much of the month and protected us from the worst of the weather.
The result was a mild and showery month with plenty of cloud, no snow and
only three air frosts.
The month began with those Atlantic lows firmly in charge on a mild, humid
south-westerly airstream. High pressure nudged its way in from the south on
the 4th to bring a clear night and the first air frost of the month, but it was soon
gone and the procession of lows resumed on the 5th, starting with the system
which had brought havoc to the Azores a few day previously. A particularly
lively low passed north of Scotland on the 8th, and this was followed by unstable air; it
was a windy day with gusts reaching 40kts (46mph) and a short, sharp thunderstorm at
midnight.
Things quietened down the following day, thanks to high pressure to our south, and over
the following couple of days, that high moved around to Scandinavia. There it blocked
the progress of the Atlantic lows, so we had a dry spell, but it also introduced a cold
easterly breeze, which brought the second and third air frosts of the month on the 13th
and 14th. Meanwhile, the lows were queueing to our west, and when the Scandinavian
high moved away on the 15th, it was back to the mild south-westerly air and the showers.
The wettest day of December was the 18th, with 15mm (0.6in).
This wet weather wouldn’t do for Christmas, and on the 23rd, an area of high pressure
moved in from the Atlantic, crossed the UK and settled over northern Europe on
Christmas Day. Unfortunately there were areas of cloud trapped under this system and,
while Belgium and much of France had clear skies for the festivities, we spent most of
the last week of December under a blanket of cloud. The high pressure did steer the
Atlantic lows to our north, though, so although it was a dull end to the month, it remained
dry and mild. Overall this was our second-mildest December since the station was set
up, with an average of 8.2°C (45°F), and our fourth-wettest with 97.0mm (3.8in).
2018 saw some stark weather contrasts, with the “Beast from the East” in February and
March bringing a bitterly cold easterly, snow, freezing rain and tobogganing on the Knoll.
This was followed by the hot and dry spell in June and July – June, you may remember,
saw just 2.0mm of rain. Despite that, total rainfall for 2018 was right on the average, with
a wet Spring offsetting the dry Summer.
Perhaps surprisingly in view of the long, hot Summer, 2018 was only our joint thirdwarmest year, with an average of 11.4°C (53°F) equalling 2017’s figure. Both 2014 (the
year of the deluge) and 2011 had higher average temperatures - but the mildness was
spread through the year, and we didn’t see the temperature extremes we have recorded
in the last two years.
Meanwhile, it has been a very gentle start to Winter – but perhaps that will have changed
by the time you read this.
Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY
our Parish Clerk, Owen Cullwick
will be holding a Parish Surgery on

Wednesday, February 6th
4.30pm to 6pm

Jubilee Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall

Please use this opportunity to meet your Parish Clerk to discuss any issues
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“200+ CLUB” – 2019

There’s been a really good response to the 2019 200+ Club, with over 310 numbers
already reserved but we still have a few members from 2018 who haven’t replied yet.
With the first draw for 2019 due to take place at the Brent Knoll Bazaar on Saturday
9th February, there is still time to join! Numbers cost £12 per annum and are open to
anyone (you don’t need to live in Brent Knoll), we have members in the USA,
Australia and even East Brent!!
If you’d like to join, you can drop in an envelope marked “200+ Club” with a cheque
payable to “Brent Knoll Parish Hall” together with your name and address, at the
Brent Knoll Shop or e-mail Bob at bob@flockman.com for more information.
The more numbers in the draw the more prizes issued!!
Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator

BRENT KNOLL WI SOUP LUNCH
IN PARISH HALL

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 16th
12 NOON – 1.30.PM
PRICE £5.00.
TO INCLUDE SOUP, ROLL, PUDDING
AND TEA/COFFEE
PLEASE PAY ON DOOR

All welcome

Just for fun – Sage Words

“After the game, the King and the pawn go into the same box.” ~ Italian proverb.”
“Men are like linoleum floors. Lay 'em right and you can walk all over them for thirty years.”
~
Betsy Salkind
The Friendly Pharmacist
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Useful Village Contacts:

Contact
e-mail
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
Miss Frances James
Mike Smith
Church Cleaners
Weit Harper
Church Flowers
Mrs Marion Vining
Poppy Organiser
Mrs Sally Wingate
Brass Cleaners
Miss Frances James
Methodist Church,
Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk
Janet Southwell
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright,
Member of Parliament
James Heappey
James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk
County Councillor
Bob Filmer
BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk
District Councillor
Bob Filmer
bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Andrew Gilling
Andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Parish Council,
Clerk
Owen Cullwick
clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk
Chairman
Richard Hall
Planning enquiries Cynthia Trivett-Bill
Footpath Contact Peter Osborn
Parish Hall
Booking Secretary Jenny Butters
jenny.butters@onetel.com
Bazaar
Eddie Fuller
Chairman
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Secretary
Sandra Few
sjfizzard@aol.com
Doctor
Dr S L Aung
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline
WRVS Prescription Service
Brent Knoll Primary School
Chris Burman
office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk
Toddlers Group
Jane Hannah
timothyhannah@aol.com
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School
Cathy Hurley
Village Shop
Caroline Chennells
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster) Manshu Shah
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Distribution
Elaine & Eddie Fuller
Police Non-Emergency Number
Rhyne Problems
Lower Axe Draining Board
Village Agent
Kim Wilcox
Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk
National Trust Honorary Ranger
Ged Keele
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll
Parochial Church Council, Secretary,
Church Administrator
Church Warden

Village Societies:

Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)
Cancer Research Campaign
Conservative Branch
Ecumenical Group
Good Companions
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows
Horticultural Society (Burnham)
Royal British Legion
Short Mat Bowling Club
Table Tennis Club
Tennis Club
Women’s Institute
Women’s Society
E&OE

Sarah Joyce
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Revd. Margaret Trapp
Mrs Ann Robson
Jane Sinnott
jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk
Rod Southwell
Alan Castle
John Mathews
Alison Hillyer
Janet Southwell
Julie Baker

Telephone
769082
769082
769082
760287
760691
760803
760612
760610
760287
784808
760445
783920
422703
01749 343255
760760
760760
01934 750580
07917 445215
769256
760198
760839
760477
760308
760760
760451
760313
111
760313
760546
760629
769126
760225
769281
760760
760308
101
789906
07943 555519
769010
787493
t.b.c.
760760
760573
760981
t.b.c.
760445
760424
07414 868333
01934 815407
760445
751229
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WANT TO PLAY THE
WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD?
PIANO or KEYBOARD?

Qualified piano and
Qualified teacher
piano and
keyboard
in
keyboard
teacher
in
Brent Knoll available
Brent
Knoll available
for
friendly,
informal lessons
for friendly,
informal
Beginners
and
nervouslessons
students a speciality
Beginners
and–nervous
students
speciality
Learn
for fun
no pressure
to sitaexams!
Learn
for
fun
–
no
pressure
to
sit
exams!
For those who do want to work through
For those
who
want to work
through
their
grades,
thedoA.B.R.S.M.
syllabus
is
their
grades,
the
A.B.R.S.M.
syllabus
is
taught.
taught.
Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703
Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703
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Diary for February
4th
4th
5th
5th
5th
5th
6th
6th
6th

Page

Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday)
Parish Hall
2.00pm
Classical Music Circle (Every Monday)
Ball Copse Hall
7.00pm
32
Toddlers (Every Tuesday)
Methodist Schoolroom10.30-12 noon 4
LEBE’s Community Café (Every Tuesday) Pavilion, Lympsham 11.00-3pm
16
Chinese New Year (Year of the Pig)
Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St. Michael’s church
7.30pm-9pm
SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste
Your House
Early!!
Parish Surgery
Jubilee Room
4.30-6pm
7,44
Parish Council – Public Session
Jubilee Room
7.00pm
7
Parish Council Meeting
Jubilee Room to follow immediately
Parish Hall
8/9.00-10pm
6th Table Tennis Club (Every Wednesday)
7th All-Sorts Community Choir (Every Thursday) St Mary’s church
7.30-9.30pm 23
Parish Hall
10.00-12 noon28,31
9th Bazaar, Farmer’s Market & Parish Café
St Mary’s church 10.00am
3,40
10th Songs of Praise
11th Whist Drive
Ivy Hall
7.00pm
15
Jubilee Room
8.00pm
31
11th Parish Hall Committee
13th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
2.30pm
23
13th Women’s Institute – ‘Animal Welfare Trust’ Parish Hall
14th Valentine’s Day
15th Mobile Library [Friday]
Village Shop
9.20-10.05am
12.00 noon
50
15th Deadline for March Brent Knoll News
16th Soup Lunch
Parish Hall
12.00-1.30pm 47
18th WI Craft Group
Methodist Schoolroom 2.30pm
16
Brentcombe House 4.00pm
27
18th Alzheimer & Dementia Carers Group
4
19th No Toddlers [Half Term]
2.30pm
16
20th Good Companions “Brent Knoll School Choir” Parish Hall
Your House
Early!!
20th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste
21st Comfort Group
Wayfarers
2.30pm
27
St Michael’s church 10.00am
8
23rd Fun in February
St James’ Hall, Winscombe
7.15pm
28
23rd RNLI Winscombe Folk Concert
25th Meet & Eat
Nuttall Room
12.30pm
27
Your House
Early!!
27th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Southcot
2.30pm
27
28th Bereaved Friends Group
28th Women’s Society – “Quiz”
135, Brent Street
8.00pm
23
Anything missing? Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Diary and Website

Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!!

Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting? Then why not
share it with the village? We publish most items and others may find your article interesting.
Your village magazine is now on the village website (address below). Register on the
website so that, when it’s updated, you will be e-mailed, keeping up with what’s happening!

Deadline for the March 2019 Issue –

All contributions to be received by NOON on Friday 15th February, to:- Bob,
e-mail: bob@flockman.com. The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions. Views
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of
the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News. The Editor reserves the right to edit
or amend any contribution.

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk

The Red Cow

Sat Night Special
FRIDAY NIGHT is
Sirloin Steak- £16.50
CURRY Night - £7.00p
Rump Steak - £15.50
Homemade Chicken Curry
Large Beer Garden
Popadom & Chutney
Function Room
Traditional Food Tel: 01278 760 234
Our Menu is available as a Take Away

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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