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The Parish of Three Saints

St Christopher, Lympsham
Contacts

St Michael, Brent Knoll

Priest-in-Charge
Reverend Kevin Wright

The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ
Tel 01278 760844 or Mobile 07764 170463
e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com

Friday is the Vicar's day off
Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter

Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ
Tel 01278 769082
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com
Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk
Churchwardens
Details can be found in Church porch or on our website.

St Mary, East Brent

Baptisms
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.

Weddings
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates.

Funerals
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Priest-inCharge or Church Administrator to arrange your
requirements.
.
*******************

Visit our website –
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Church Services Suspended

You may have heard that the Archbishops have written to us suspending collective worship
in churches (and, by implication, other places) on Sundays and all weekdays. They write
“Public worship will have to stop for a season. Our usual pattern of Sunday services and
other mid-week gatherings must be put on hold”. You can read their letter in full on the CofE
website.
We will have to re-imagine church outside of the buildings – what a great opportunity!!
In Practice:
• There will be no services in church or events run by the church.
• The church buildings will remain open as usual – please use them, but use your discretion
about space if others are around.
• I will produce some sort of weekly “worship” sheet by Saturday each week – a simple
reading/thought/prayer perhaps – and send it out through email and via the TPOTS
website. If you can, please use this on Sunday at 10am for a few minutes, but at any
other time if you can’t do that.
• Each day, in common with other clergy, I say the daily Office (if nothing else, Morning
Prayer at 7am!!). I find this really encouraging, as, although I am alone in my study, I
know others are saying the same – maybe not at the same time. Join in. You can find all
this on the CofE website. It is easy to follow. Look up “Join us in Daily Prayer”.
• Encourage people to join the TPOTS “Facebook Group” or at least look at the Facebook
Page, the latter is public. Notices and words of encouragement will be published there.
• For information about weddings and funerals contact me – these cannot be public events.
• Being church...if you have concerns about a neighbour in need – let us know. Anthony
(07701 081 077) with the Village Agent, Kim, will help to co-ordinate responses, but it
does not have to be the Pastoral Care Team or even church people who help. Let’s keep
a special eye out for anyone who wants a chat (by phone) or needs something. There are
“official” cards available to drop through doors.
Above all, pray for strength and guidance...
There is a note and prayer from Bishop Peter on the Bath and Wells Diocesan website.
Keep in touch. Call me if you have any questions or just want a chat.
Bless you all,
The Revd Kevin Wright (01278 760884)
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com)
Minister

Revd. Steve Bennett

What a difference a month makes. A month ago, my main concern was the atrocious
weather we were all experiencing here in the West Country. Now that doesn’t seem quite so
important.
As I’m typing, the sun is shining and offering some real warmth on a beautiful Spring day.
But it’s small consolation with all that’s going on in the world at the moment. We are all
aware of the headlines and are conscious that we may have to make some difficult decisions
in the near future, depending on what direction the coronavirus takes.
With that in mind, we here at Brent Knoll Methodist Church have decided to cancel our
regular morning worship on Sunday mornings for the foreseeable future. At the time of
writing (16th March), we are still hoping to open our doors each Sunday morning for as long
as we are able for those who would like simply to come in and spend some time in quiet
contemplation. We will, of course, notify you of any changes.
When this magazine comes out, we will be approaching the beginning of Holy Week. The
time when Christians the world over, journey to the cross with Christ, remembering the
darkest moments of that first Good Friday. But we then celebrate the wonder and the joy of
the resurrection on Easter Sunday. A timely reminder that even when things appear to be at
their lowest ebb, there is always the light of hope to come. Things may seem uncertain at
the moment and undoubtedly many of us are experiencing the fear which uncertainty often
brings. But we can only do our best, heed the advice of the experts, and most important of
all, we need to look after ourselves and each other.
As a church, we will continue to offer prayers for all of us at this time and will continue to
keep you updated as to the status of our church.
From all of us here at Brent Knoll Methodist Church, we send you every blessing, peace and
hope that the season of Easter offers.
God bless.
Rosemary Krull

No Services in April
Toddlers

The babies and toddlers looked absolutely enchanting dressed up as literary
characters for World Book Day, which we celebrated in March. We had
Captain America; William from Just William; Snow White; Superman; Simba
from The Lion King; Anna from Frozen; a reindeer from The Night before
Christmas; a Flower Fairy and a dinosaur. Well done everyone!
It has been lovely to welcome two new members at Toddlers, Conrad and Georgia,
and we hope you will enjoy playing with the toys, making new friends and generally
having fun with us.
Have a very happy time during the Easter holidays and we plan to re-start Toddlers
on Tuesday 28th April for the Summer Term. However, this may change, in
accordance with government guidelines, during this coronavirus outbreak.
We wish you all good health and keep well.
Jane

Church Register –

Holy Matrimony –James Christopher Biggs & Charlotte Rebecca Mills

BOOK FAIR 2019

Unfortunately, due to the Coronavirus, this event has been postponed.
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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The choice is yours
If you’re looking for windows, doors or a conservatory, we
believe that you will make the best choice for your home if
you have the opportunity to see the options available... in
a relaxed and hassle free environment and without a sales
person pressuring you into making a decision.
The Showroom at Mill Batch Farm displays the latest designs
and innovations in a range of materials (such as aluminium,
PVCu and wood). If and when you need any help, expert
knowledge and guidance are always available. Car parking is
easy, free and on the doorstep.
8 Mill Batch Farm, East Brent,
Near Highbridge, TA9 4JN
Tel: 01278 760616 / 01749 671431
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com
www.thekingfisherfamily.com
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News from the Parish Council
March 2020
Decisions Made by the Parish Council
Planning Matters

07/20/00002: Erection of 11 dwellings to include for under affordable classification, on land to
the North East of Shrub Farm Burton Row Brent Knoll TA9 4BX
Response: The Parish Council has decided to object to this proposal on the following grounds
(a) Not in keeping with the rural nature of the location, specifically 3 storey houses.
(b) The appearance of these properties would not match the local street scene.
(c) The Design of the properties proposed is entirely out of character with the rural location.
(d) Environmental concerns with a potential for at least 61 additional people with cars and the
associated generation of vehicle movements.
(e) The road safety aspect of this site is a major concern and the exit from it would create
significant hazards on an already dangerous road.
(f) There is significant concern about flood risk and the provision identified for surface water
run off would not alleviate these concerns.
(g) Considerable concerns over Privacy of neighbouring properties, and the close proximity of
3 storey homes would exacerbate this loss of privacy.
(h) It is considered by the Parish Council to be over development on a 0.64 acre site.
(i) The Council was also unhappy about lack of engagement by the developer prior to a
planning application being submitted, which is normal practice on this kind of application.
The decision was unanimous and the Parish Council would strongly request that this application
be rejected by the planning authority.

Footpaths / Highways

a) Potholes reported in Crooked Lane and near the end of Battleborough Lane.
b) A fence near the railway in very poor state to be reported to Network rail.
c) Recent Flooding near Brent Corner has been partially dealt with on the Bakers Field side,
however the County has earmarked some more detailed work possibly involving road
digging on the side of the Old Manor.
d) There has also been some flooding reported on the central reservation of the A38.

Village Green/ Toilets/ Car Park

The Toilet lighting timer is to be inspected together with reported blockages in both toilets.
Aqua Blast is planning a camera investigation the day after the Parish Council meeting.
A concern has been raised about a chain traverse issue on the trim trail on the play area and
we are waiting for a quote for repair or replacement.

Other Matters
The Community Shop Progress

The questionnaires are now out and suitable feedback from these near the end of March.

Additional Notes

The Parish Council is looking at potential new sites for Dog and/or rubbish bins in the village
to respond to local concerns about ongoing issues with dog waste. This continues to be
considered by the Parish Council.

Meeting Times

The Next meeting of the Parish Council will be confirmed when current restrictions are lifted.
A full set of minutes is available on the website or by email request to the clerk.
Contact the Clerk for any Council matters:

Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk Mobile Tel 07917 445 215
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Time to show our care for all

As we reflect on the Easter story this month, I’m reminded of the sense of ‘touch’. It was
Passover, a religious festival, and as Jesus was laid in the tomb, Sabbath was upon them. So
the usual burial rites were not attended to by the women who were closest to Jesus. It would
have been improper to touch the dead body. Hence their early arrival on that resurrection
morning.
In the following days, in attempts to dispel disbelief, Jesus’ followers had opportunity to not only
talk with him, eat with him, but also touch him as he came among them. Thomas’s doubt was
dispelled as he was invited to place his hand in the wounds of Christ.
As I write this, we are wondering what Covid 19 might have in store for us in the UK. We hear
now that Italy has taken drastic action in hoping to contain the virus. I don’t know what further
precautions we in the UK may have taken by the time you read this.
Currently we are all taking greater care with our personal hygiene in washing hands and
ensuring we use and bin tissues. Today, along with the rest of the Church of England, we in
Bath and Wells, have recommended that we only receive bread or wafers at Holy Communion
and refrain from touching, through blessing, sharing the Peace or prayer through laying on of
hands.
There will be various responses to the concerns raised by the Government and the media.
Some may feel anxiety or fear about the nature of the virus, whilst others may wonder if the
emergency planning appears over-reactive. Our response as a Church must be that we do what
we can to ensure we stay safe by taking all precautions recommended. And that we do all we
can to reassure people who may feel vulnerable and worried by staying calm and showing
compassion and care for all.
But how do we express such care? I’ve realised that touch plays quite an important part in
showing we care for someone. When I was training as a nurse for a brief period many years
ago, I recall being shown some research on touch. It was an eye-opener! Even the briefest of
touches can cause people to feel better, cared for and happier.
But the presence of Coronavirus means that we are having to withdraw touch to prevent the
possibility of infection. So how might we try to replace touch with other signals of our care and
value? What might that look like?
As folk may find themselves ‘self-isolating’ due to potential symptoms of the virus, we have the
opportunity to find new ways to show our care. Phone calls and cards, food deliveries, creative
use of social media and streaming of worship services may all be ways to stay in touch and help
people to know they are not alone. Rather than finding ourselves paralysed by the situation, let
us discover how we can create new opportunities to strengthen our relationships and
communities.
May our actions be the reassuring, life-affirming ‘touch’ of the risen Christ this Easter!
Easter blessings
The Right Revd Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton

Madness in March - and a load of dog poo!

A select band of helpers worked hard to clear dead wood, clean around the
church, weed and generally tidy up in St Michael’s churchyard on March 7th.
We were fortunate to have a fine day for the work. The real highlight of the
day was a magnificent lunch provided by Rosemary Keele. Thank you very
much to all those who attended to do the work and those who helped serve the lunch.
The downside of the day was the discovery of a significant number of dog poos in the
churchyard. Please can we emphasise the fact that anyone who exercises their dogs in
the churchyard should treat the area with the same respect as they do the general
pavement areas of Brent Knoll. I would add that there were also a number of poo bags
left on branches. This is almost as bad as letting your dog use the churchyard as a toilet.
Ged
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APRIL

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

ROSEMARY’S FLORIST
Family-owned Local Qualified Florist

Friendly, Personalised Service
Arrangements, Bouquets & Gifts
Weddings • Funerals • All Special Occasions
Same Day Local & Nationwide Deliveries
Interflora Member

Tel: 01278 784446

www.rosemarysflorist.co.uk

5 Regent Street, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 1AX
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EASTER ACTIVITIES
Monday 6 April - Sunday 19 April
Have a go at Easter Egg Painting and the Egg & Spoon Race!*

Entry includes goody bag and Easter trail activity
booklet.
Entry is £6 per child with one accompanying adult going free.
Any other accompanying adults paying the general admission price.
* Races taking place at weekends only.

Contact 01278 655042

www.canningtonwalledgardens.co.uk 01278 655042

ALL YOUR
UNDERGROUND TANKS AND DRAINAGE
PRODUCTS
Septic Tanks
Pumping Station
Sewage Treatment Plants
Cesspools
Rainwater Recycling Units
OTHER SERVICES
Free Consultation
Tank and Drainage Installation
Servicing and Breakdown on
Pumping Stations, Treatment Systems etc.
Bespoke Tanks Designed and Manufactured
Exemption/Discharge Obtained
After Sales Support

Tel: 01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk
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Support the Red Cow

What a good idea that the Red Cow is offering to deliver meals from their menu.
I do hope many people will take advantage of their offer. Not only will it be lovely for
“self-isolating” people to have a super meal delivered to their door, but also as the
footfall will obviously be greatly reduced, it will help their superb business remain
afloat in these worrying times.
We have already lost our village shop, entirely through lack of village support.
We must not allow a similar fate to befall “our” Red Cow.
Sally Wingate

Easter Holidays

We’re hoping we will see you at our Easter Open Weekend on April 11th, 12th and 13th.
There will be a dog show on the Saturday 11th but there will be an egg hunt on every day
as well as fun and games for all ages. It’s the usual admission of £2 for adults and £1 for
children.
We have had a quiet Winter although quite a bit of rain!! There was a lovely story about
the bond of two swans that Secret World Response Drivers attended, which were
grounded in the back garden of house in Athelney. The male was so protective of the
female, who was unable to stand, it was decided to bring them both in together.
There didn’t seem to be anything wrong with the
male but the female was given pain relief as she
had problems moving around, although there
doesn’t appear to be any significant injuries. They
were put in a pen together and the male continued
to sit alongside the female showing the devotion
they had as a pair. Staff named them Romeo and
Juliet and captured the lovely image of them with
their necks entwined creating a heart! Sadly after a
vet visit, the female was found to have cancer of the
bones in her feet and had to be put to sleep. The
male was returned to his pond and we hope he will soon find another partner.
A happier story was a Tawny Owl trapped in the branches of a tree that had been felled,
but was found to be uninjured. After a couple of days of care he was returned to the area.
On May 1st ‘A Wild Night – 30 years of rehab and our responsibility to wildlife’ a talk by
Chris Sperring MBE of the Hawk and Owl Trust and Pauline Kidner, Founder of Secret
World at The Princess Theatre, Burnham-on-Sea. Hear about Pauline and Chris’
experiences with wildlife over the years. Tickets £10 from 01278 784464 in aid of Secret
World Wildlife Rescue. An evening to enjoy and raise funds for our wildlife work.
Pauline Kidner

This has been postponed due to Coronavirus

Just for Fun

I’ve suddenly started sing like Bing Crosby, Nat King Cole and Mat Monroe, I must
have picked up crooner virus.
Steve Russell
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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R. MILLARD
 SON
PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service
Private Chapel of Rest

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA
Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged
Memorials Supplied
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CHIMNEY
SWEEP
ROB HEMBROW
01934 732998
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
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Ecumenical Worship at Brent Knoll Methodist Church
No meetings until further notice due to Coronavirus.

Pastoral Care Groups

Margaret Trapp

Since September 2014, there have been groups running for the villages of Brent Knoll,
East Brent and Lympsham, supported by The Parish of Three Saints.
Please note due to the coronavirus, these groups may be subject to change,
please contact the host for details.

Care Support Groups –

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Carers Group
Monday April 20th at 4pm at Brentcombe House, Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ.
Tel Carla 01278 760 041 for details.
COM-FOR-TEA - Comfort Group
Open to everyone. Offering a place to meet and share cares and joys, build friendships and
beat loneliness. Being ourselves and sharing refreshment. In confidence and privacy.
Thursday April 16th at 2pm, Tel Dot 01278 760 600 for details.

Bereaved Friends Group
Thursday April 23rd at 2.30pm at Southcot, 87, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4EQ.
Tel Margaret 01278 760 691 or Gwen 01934 750 416.
For further information, please contact me or any of the others noted above.
These groups are open to all.
Margaret Smith

LYMPSHAM VILLAGE SHOP and POST OFFICE
Telephone: 01934 750933 Email: lympshamvillageshop@outlook.com

We cannot hope to compete with the supermarkets – though in just a few products we
sometimes can! We do stock tea, coffee, sugar, cereals, preserves, rice, pasta,
baking ingredients, frozen food, tinned food, cooked meats, dairy products such as
milk, butter and cheese, bread, cakes and biscuits, numerous household items from
soap powder to loo rolls and firelighters to kindling, pet food, cat litter, dog treats and
bird seed.
Papers are delivered daily, so why not reserve one with us?
Fresh bread from the bakery arrives Monday, Thursday and Friday, so why not order
a fresh loaf on a weekly basis – they freeze really well.
Friday is fruit and veg day. Place an order with us by noon on Thursday and collect
on Friday, ready for the weekend.
New in, is our range of Ecover refill products and Faith in Nature, eco-friendly body
wash, shampoo, conditioner and deodorant.
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8.30am to 1pm
8.30am to 1pm
8.30am to 1pm
8.30am to 1pm
8.30am to 1pm
8.30am to 12.30pm
10am to 12noon (shop only)

2pm to 5pm
2pm to 5pm
2pm to 5pm
2pm to 5pm

Front Cover Photo - Thanks to Sarah Rees for the front cover photo this
month and to Stephen Lawrence for the atmospheric photo on the inside cover. Bob
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Our February meeting was an opportunity for Maz and Ray Hill to tell us some of the
problems of living in a family in which two children have Cystic Fibrosis (CF). The condition
is a life-shortening genetic one that slowly damages the lungs and digestive system. There
is no cure for CF and approximately five children are born every week in the UK suffering
from it. The genetic fault disrupts the movement of salt and water in the body’s cells, which
does not sound drastic but results in frequent chest infections, severe and prolonged cough,
wheezing and shortness of breath, abnormal bowel movements and difficulty in maintaining
body weight. It all adds up to a lifelong round of medical interventions. This is where Maz
and Ray go the extra mile as they fund-raise for CF (both research and assistance) by
making and selling cushions, bringing a car-load with them and returning home with a
somewhat lightened load.
Dates for forthcoming meetings:April 15th
- ‘Waves of Harmony’
May 20th
- Ukulele Band
June 17th
- Mrs Jean Tincknell - Glastonbury Festival
We are a friendly group and welcome visitors and new members, preferably over the age of
18. We meet at 2.30pm in the Parish Hall on the third Wednesday of every month. For
further information contact Karen Russell on 769 382 or Ann Robson on 760 981.
CGR

WI Craft Group

We’ll meet at 2.30pm on Monday April 20th in the Methodist Church school room.
We are a small friendly group which likes to knit or craft, chatter and have a cuppa.
We are continuing to knit hats and scarves for Mission to Seafarers, as well as blankets for
premature babies.
I am also in contact with a group who take blankets and quilts to hospitals and so am
pleased to collect these.
You don’t have to be a WI member to join us.
We would love anyone who does craft of any kind to join us: we love seeing what others are
doing. For further details please contact me on 01278 760691.
Margaret Smith

Burton Row Community Speed Watch Campaign
Burton Row Speed Awareness was presented with their certificate.
It’s going in the Parish Hall so everybody can see it. Many thanks.
Mary

Leprosy Mission Stamps

A big thank you to all the people who have put their stamps into the
pot in the shop. Now it is closed I do not have a collecting point.
I have sent many, many big padded envelopes to Peterborough over
the years filled with stamps and post cards, for which I and the
Leprosy Mission) are truly grateful: they make funds.
Thank you, too, to Caroline, who made it all possible in the first place by allowing me
the space for the pot and poster.
Pauline Chadwick

From the Telegraph during the floods of 2007

The glass is falling hour by hour, the glass will fall forever. But if you break the
wretched glass, it won’t hold up the weather!
SW
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Misted Up Double Glazed
Unit Replacement
Broken Glass Repairs
New Work
Mirrors
Telephone

07539 291804
TELEPHONE 01278 794510
MOBILE

EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk
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o
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Hopkins Plumbing
& Heating

l
al
Sm

07740 605507
01278 760710

Boiler and
Fire Servicing

Boiler
Repairs

Landlord Safety
Certificate

www.hopkinsplumbing.co.uk
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Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, dissertations, leaflets,
brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc.
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc.
Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393
Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com
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Brent Knoll House Histories

European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 41

Last month, we mentioned that Metford Harris was taking a full part in the organisation of
village affairs. This month, there is a slightly different aspect to his character. It was on the
13th December 1890, that the Weston Mercury recorded a dispute between Metford Harris
and John Frost, a farmer from Edithmead, which found its way into the Weston-super-Mare
County Court. The incident which triggered this case had taken place in the middle of March
that year. Apparently, John Frost had a “particular” sort of heifer in a field with three or four
other cattle. Harris had a close of land nearby in which two bulls were grazing. Somehow the
bulls managed to “trespass” on to Smith’s land and inflicted some damage to the heifer and
about “6s (30p) worth of damage was done to the grass and hay.” One assumes that meant
the bulls eat some. Smith was claiming £1..19s..6d (£1.97½p) and stated that he had asked
Harris to recompense him at the time and Harris had refused. Subsequently the heifer had
been sold to a Mr. Puddy from Blackford, but Smith did have some witnesses who
corroborated his story, including his own son and Frank Body, a valuer from Brent Knoll.
Harris, through his lawyer, argued that the claim was not reasonable and that the case had
not been satisfactorily proved. The judge disagreed and awarded Smith £1..7s..0d (£1.35),
though neither he nor his lawyer were happy with that, as they complained that the valuer’s
fee (presumably Frank Body had examined the heifer prior to its being sold) was 10s (50p),
which, after the 6s for damage to the grass and hay, left little compensation for Smith, let
alone his lawyer. He got no more, however, and was presumably out of pocket on the case.
Three years later, Metford Harris is reported as attending a meeting in Highbridge which was
set up to discuss whether they should be set up a Local Board. Highbridge is today part of
the Burnham and Highbridge District, but, at that time, it was expanding fairly rapidly and
had started to add houses in what had formerly been part of Huntspill. It was originally part
of the local manor of Huish (which included some property in Brent Knoll). “Huish” is the
initial word in the phrase “Huish juxta altum pentem,” which translates as “lands next to a
high bridge.” There was considerable controversy over the possible formation of the local
board and, when it was established, it only lasted a couple of years. However, a Highbridge
Urban District was formed shortly after, although that disappeared forty years later, in 1933,
when Highbridge and Burnham-on-Sea combined. A number of Brent Knoll people were at
the meeting, including Frank Body, who was presumably interested due to the fact that he
was heavily involved with the market there; but Metford and Oliver Frost, for instance, were
presumably there as they had land in the area.
That meeting saw many farmers complaining about the costs involved in various
administrative situations. Although farmers are not always renown for being liberal with
their money, they may have had a good reason to be particularly concerned at that time.
Today we tend to think of the Great Depression as being a phenomenon of the 1930s. Prior
to that time, however, that title was given to the period from around 1873 to 1896. Differing
countries suffered at varying different times during that period, but one of the worst hit was
the United Kingdom. In the USA 1893 is known as the great panic year, but there are
conflicting reports of how serious the depression really was in this country and some
counties undoubtedly suffered more than others.
Continued on page 20
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued
It was that Great Depression (mentioned in the January House Histories – No 38) which was
said to be behind the final part of the story of Metford Harris, which I’m afraid ended rather
tragically, in a similar fashion to that of his father. In the Weston-super-Mare Gazette of
February 10th 1894 it was recorded that “The meadows adjoining Crooked-lane, lying
between Brent Knoll and Burnham, were on Monday the scene of a most distressing suicide.”
It was “A well-known yeoman, named Mr Metford Harris,” and the story of how it happened
was discussed in some detail, though I do not intend to include that here. It was reported
that he became “very depressed last year at the general failure of agricultural crops,” though
the newspaper does suggest that he was “known as a wealthy man, holding much value in
land.” However, something was seriously wrong, as he had only just reached his thirtieth
birthday, which occurred the day before he died. Perhaps the tragedy was part of his DNA,
as his immediate family history would have weighed heavily upon him, for his father had also
died by his own hand ten years before and, ten years before that, the newspaper reported,
so had his mother. Which resolves the uncertainty about whether Letitia had died in childbirth mentioned in the December House Histories.
In the same report it also mentions a very unusual occurrence. “Mr Harris’s death makes the
tenth in the village during the present year. So many deaths in so short a time cannot be
remembered to have taken place in the village in the memory of anyone living here. The
deaths are principally among the aged, the oldest being 81, another 77, and the majority of
the others being 70 and upwards. The young have also been visited, one young woman being
only 25, and leaving a husband and two children.” Considering that this was published on the
10th of February in that year, it does seem quite extraordinary.
So, what happened to Woodbine Farm after this? In the 1891 census, Metford, who is stated
to be single, is living there with his mother-in-law, Sophia (his father’s second wife), and his
brother William John, who was six years younger than Metford. Sophia is listed as the
housekeeper, whilst both brothers are farmers and there are two servants: Joseph Hunt,
aged 18, a farm servant, and Delilah Lader, aged 21, a domestic servant. As Metford did not
marry, his brother inherited his assets and is recorded as living in Woodbine Farm in the 1901
census, along with his wife, Matilda, two daughters, Bessie, aged six, and Gladys, aged four,
and one son, Ralph, aged two. William is listed as a dairy farmer.
Matilda, the wife of William, was born in 1867. Her parents, Arthur and Charlotte Frost, lived
at that time in Eastertown. Unfortunately, her mother, Charlotte, who was seven years older
than Arthur, died in 1872 and, by the time of the 1891 census, Arthur has moved next door to
William Harris, in Brent Street, Brent Knoll, with a new wife, Fanny, who is twelve years
younger than him. Matilda, who, in 1891, was twenty-four years old, married her new nextdoor neighbour, William Harris, who was three years younger than her, and they had three
children, Bessie, Gladys and Ralph, each two years apart, with Bessie being born in 1895.
But what happened to Sophia, who had been living with Metford and William Harris?
John Page

Just for Fun – Paraprosdokians

I used to be indecisive, Now I’m not so sure.
I always take life with a pinch of salt, plus a slice of lemon and a shot of tequila!
Mary Wridgway
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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PAUL DIXON
Carpenter & Joiner
Builder
Extensions
Loft Conversions
Conservatories
Porches Timber/uPVC
Windows/Doors
Staircase
Fitted Furniture

Free Advice and Estimates

Tel: 01278 760521
‘Apple Down’, 76 Brent Street, Brent Knoll,
Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

JA Ross Electrical
Services Ltd

Domestic • Commercial • Industrial • Agricultural
All Works Fully Guaranteed, Insured and Certified

Email: jaross2@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01278 760049

Mob: 07850

000406
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MOT TESTING
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SERVICING
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01278 784792

30 Berrow Road, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 2EX
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Women’s Society

Unfortunately our Hot Pot Supper on 26th March had to be cancelled but I would like
to thank Lyn for offering to host it. We all looked forward to the supper and were very
sorry that it could not take place.
We should be meeting at 4, The Willows on the 30th April when Margaret has kindly
offered to share her Sugar Craft skills with us. Owing to Government advice about
meetings, we will have ‘to wait and see’ if we can hold the meeting or not. I do
apologise for the uncertainty but will contact you as soon as I know whether we can
meet. In the meantime, please take all precautions advised, and we will meet as
soon as possible. Thank you.
Ann

Women’s Institute

Joan Knowlman came to our March meeting to talk about the history of
the W.I. Joan is a long standing member of the W.I. and has been a
President and W.I. advisor, so is very knowledgeable about the W.I.
During her talk she also read some amusing poems about the W.I.
Margaret Smith won the Flower of the Month competition with a miniature tulip.
The next W.I. meeting will be on Wednesday, 8th April, 2.30pm, at the Parish Hall,
when Tim Lewis will take us Around the World in 80 Days! (Virus permitting).
JMG

“Meet & Eat”

It is with great regret that we had to cancel our March Meet and Eat as we know how
all our regulars value the company and the home cooked food. We feel that we must
protect you, ourselves, our family members and our work associates in this current
health climate. We will not be holding Meet and Eat until the guidelines suggest that it
is safe to do so.
Please contact Rosemary on 01278 769 010 if you need particular help with obtaining
food or necessary supplies.
Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella

Taunton Military Wives

We are pleased to say that Taunton Military Wives will be coming
to St. Michael’s church on Saturday May 16th at 7pm.
Most people will have seen the choirs before on TV and more recently the recent film
in the cinema.
We feel honoured that our local Military Wives choir have agreed to entertain us.
We have also secured local musician Tim Dean (aka Postman)
This is hopefully going to be an excellent evening.
At the time of writing, we are still going ahead with this concert and selling tickets, but
we are making a note of who has bought them so we can let them know if the concert
is off and reimburse people.
We would like to sell tickets beforehand, so we have an idea of how many people are
coming.
Mike and Margaret Smith

Pancake Day

Brent Knoll Royal British Legion wish to thank all those who supported our pancake
day on Saturday 22nd February. The pancakes, donations and the Bric-a-Brac table
raised £430. We now look forward to seeing you all again in 2021.
RBL Brent Knoll Branch
APRIL
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Tribe Run for Love 3

By way of update, David and the group of friends completed the Tribe Run for Love 3
on 1st December 2019. As expected, it was an extremely tough challenge running
280km in 6 days, whilst camping most nights and eating dehydrated food. Despite
some injuries and horrible weather conditions, the team made it to the final day, the
half marathon and celebrated by the lake once it was all completed. They had talks
from representatives of Ella’s home, one of the charity projects supported by the Tribe
Freedom Foundation, who were so grateful for the support. The group's overall
fundraising hit nearly £12,000 and they would like to thank everyone who donated.
You are still able to donate by going online to justgiving.com and searching for team
Run for Love 3. There were some amazing short films taken of the experience, which
can be found at the below links or by searching Run For Love 3 at youtube.com.
youtube.com/watch?v=S2EAH42nH6s
youtube.com/watch?v=sJI_DLX-Rkk
youtube.com/watch?v=rsELcCXOfQg
Many thanks.
Carla and Geoff Searle

BAD

A big thank you to everyone who came to:

A Really Bad Show

You were a wonderful audience, you laughed and clapped in all the right places. The
members of BAD appreciate your support. Thanks to that support we were able to
hand over £950 to Craig from Burnham Area Rescue Boat.
Elizabeth
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Your local eye care
and vision specialists

David Bull Optometrists are an acclaimed independent practice,
providing comprehensive eye care to the local community.
We deliver high quality service, using the latest technology,
combined with traditional patient care.

41 High Street, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1PB
Tel. 01278 785743 www.davidbull-optometrists.co.uk
01827 DB Bull Advert.indd
1
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GARMENT REPAIR
& ALTERATIONS
Sewing & Stitching
Zip Replacement
Dress Shortening
Hem Adjusting
CALL: KATHARINE

M: 07752
H: 01278

446007
789668

WE WILL COLLECT
& DELIVER
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Dear Friends,

If people on the street are asked to name a Christian
Festival, many will probably first say, “Christmas”.
Almost everyone, of all faiths and none, knows the
story of Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph and baby
Jesus. In April, though, we celebrate what is in fact
unquestionably the most significant Christian feast – Easter.
Arguably the most important verse in the Bible is “For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16).
This verse reminds us that Easter is the central festival in the church year, because, if
it were not for the events of Good Friday and Easter, Christmas would be totally
insignificant. It would remain just the birth of an unremarkable baby.
Let me explain...
I think most people would agree God created a beautiful world. Sadly, humans have
made many wrong choices and have made a mess of the environment and
relationships. We have plundered resources to dangerous levels and there is so
much exploitation, anger and prejudice in the world. People put up defences and
barriers and fight wars, rather than creating harmony. These are conscious and
deliberate choices.
Jesus taught a different and better way. Instead of fighting and arguing with each
other, he told us to live unselfishly in love and peace. He set a good example by not
retaliating when people were cruel to him. They abused him and killed him on a cross
(Good Friday), even though he had done nothing wrong. Indeed, he had lived a life
full of peace and love.
Jesus had made claims during his life here to be the Son of God. He proved this and
showed he has the power to forgive even the worst things we can do, by coming back
to life, overcoming the evil done to him (Easter).
He promised to forgive us for our selfishness and wrong choices. For this to happen,
Jesus asks us now to turn from our old ways and follow him. He will give us life with
Him in abundance both in this mortal life and after we have died.
When (perhaps if) you think about what Jesus did for us, is it too much to ask us to
commit our lives to Him and put him first?
Easter (and indeed every Sunday) celebrates His immeasurable love for us. Come
and praise Him! Easter blessings,

Revd Kevin Wright, Priest-in-Charge, The Parish of Three Saints

WHISTDRIVE

Monday April 20th
Ivy Hall, Brent Knoll

By kind permission of Frances James

7pm start

Entry £1.50 Prizes, Refreshments and Raffle
All Welcome

Proceeds to RNLI
APRIL
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Nature Diary – March

This month I want to write about Brexit and nature conservation. What a boring subject!
Possibly, but, it is an important one that brings to light a number of practical and political
problems. It also highlights some basic issues in nature conservation itself, and how this
impinges on the Climate Emergency.
The first point to make is that much of our nature conservation effort is based on laws
developed within the framework of the EU, and, over the years, the UK has contributed very
significantly to this European framework. The second point to make is that the Common
Agricultural Policy is the source of UK payments to landowners and farmers to encourage
nature conservation on our farmland. Further, this payment is ring-fenced and cannot be
used for other public purposes. Work on our Somerset Wildlife Trust nature reserves is
supported by grants made from CAP payments, and these grants pay a large proportion of
the wages of their Reserve Warden staff.
What about the UK approach to nature conservation itself? Over the past century the main
emphasis has been on creating nature reserves that protect defined species.
Development is not allowed on these sites, and they are managed for the benefit of nature,
which may be birds, animals, plants, fungi and even geological landscapes. The habitats
can vary from ancient woods to species rich grasslands, and include estuaries and
moorland. Over the past twenty years or so, another approach has been to persuade
landowners and farmers to create Living Landscapes in which areas outside nature
reserves are linked together to create Wildlife Corridors that allow threatened species to
move freely. Even more recently, the concept of Rewilding has been introduced. This can
take many forms but it is essentially a move to “let nature to takes its course” in a certain
defined area. This can be achieved either by letting a previously intensively cultivated area
“go wild”, or by introducing “top predators” that control animals that destroy habitat. For
example introducing beavers can slow down the flow of water in rivers that have been
engineered to be straight for swift drainage of water, and thus help with flood prevention.
Also, controlling the deer population in Scotland through the introduction of wolves could
stop the damage that deer do to regenerating trees.
At this point, we have to turn to the Climate Emergency and its influence on nature
conservation. By now, everyone will be aware that we should be planting trees to soak up
excess carbon dioxide. That’s fine, but just as the introduction of wolves creates a problem
for humans, the planting of enormous numbers of trees may create an issue for nature
conservation. This was exemplified by the recent manifesto commitments of the major
political parties, who competed to plant ever greater numbers of trees. The “prize” went to
the Labour Party who were aiming to plant two billion! If we consider where these trees
would have been planted, it is clear that Brent Knoll would have had to play its part in
providing space. Where should/would these trees have been planted? I suggest that the
fields between Hill Lane and the reservoir should/would be ideal, because this grassland is
of minimal nature conservation value. But hang on a moment, one of my correspondents
tells me that in her childhood these fields were covered in cowslips! Should this then be
returned to pristine “natural” grassland or should trees be planted? A big question. If we
assume that the Climate Emergency demands trees then the answer is obvious. But
how should they be planted? The Forestry Commission policy for grants is to plant in
serried geometric ranks. If you don’t do this you won’t get a grant. These new trees may
soak up carbon dioxide but they do not create new biodiverse woodland. The best way to
create new woodland is simply to let grassland develop in its own way without grazing.
This produces a natural progression from rough grassland through scrub to woodland over a
period of 50 to 100 years. This timescale will not help us deal with the Climate Emergency,
but it will be of greater benefit to nature conservation.
Continued on Page 31
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Experienced Lady Gardeners
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Carpets, Vinyls, Luxury Vinyl Tiles,
Woods and Laminates
• Free, no obligation quote and measure service
• Offering you value for money
• A local professional company
• Quality friendly service
• Domestic and commercial work undertaken

Adam Cahill

Carpet & Flooring

info@cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
www.cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
Advanced Karndean Installation Certificate.
CSCS Certified.

01278 782392 | 07919 575253 | 07525 645170

Check out our
independent
reviews

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

3131

PARISH HALL COMMITTEE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY
2nd Saturday
28/29th March
25th April
Next meeting –

Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café
Book Fair - Postponed 13th June
Village Fête -Cancelled
Jumble Sale - Postponed 18th July
‘Six Machine’ on the Green
S Few
Monday, 20th April at 7.45pm in the “Jubilee Room”

Nature Diary – March – Continued

Now, let’s move into the world of politics and the effects of Brexit on nature
conservation. Political views depend on who and what you believe. I could go into
detail here, but I will simply state that, as with all aspects of Brexit “policy”, there is
considerable leeway for either “side” to interpret them, and until the regulations are
enshrined in law, no serious analysis can take place. But there are inconsistencies in
Government positions that need to be highlighted.
In January 2018, Michael Gove published a 25 year Environmental Policy that sets
out a new “environmental land management system based on providing public money
for public goods (such as habitat enhancement)”. It proposes to replace current CAP
payments to farmers in England with a system in which public money will support land
management that benefits the environment, rather than supports the price of the food
that farmers produce. Effectively food will become a by-product of farmers’
stewardship of the land. There would be a transition period lasting until either 2022
(the next election date!!) or 2024 during which the old CAP payments would continue.
Insofar as exports of food to the EU are concerned, Michael Gove stated that “he was
confident of building a new economic partnership with the EU that guarantees
tariff-free access for agri-food goods between the UK and EU”.
Let us fast forward to March 2020 when the Government is negotiating with the EU.
We are now apparently doing a U turn and ignoring the Brexit Political Declaration
that our Prime Minister signed up to in December 2019 in the Brexit agreement. He is
now demanding that we are allowed to diverge from the “level playing field” that he
has just agreed to! Furthermore, the Government is in a hurry to make some
progress on a US trade deal so that his, not our, “ally” Donald Trump can point to this
“success” in the run up to the Presidential election. If the US trade deal is negotiated,
it will be done behind closed doors without scrutiny by MPs. Amongst other things,
the US will insist on exporting their food to us. This is produced to lower hygiene
standards than our food industry and our farmers, particularly the small ones, will then
be in significant financial difficulties. Michael Gove is now preparing us for a no-deal
scenario with the EU in Dec 2020, which will almost certainly make the
economic outlook for small farmers worse. Of course, this no deal scenario won’t
be “our” fault. No, it will be the treachery of the EU! Readers can draw their own
conclusions as to how consistent and principled all these political decisions are.
So, to summarise, for those actively involved in issues of nature conservation
e.g. the Somerset Wildlife Trust and local farmers, the future is still very
unclear. The only political comment that I will make is that just 44% of the
electorate voted for this solution to Brexit. Were these people aware of the
contradictions that would flow from their decision to vote Conservative in
December?
Ged
APRIL
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IT’S MAKE OR BREAK TIME FOR OUR VILLAGE SHOP
AND ANY HOPE OF REVIVING THE POST OFFICE
By the time that you read this, we’ll know the results of the initial survey questionnaire
– asking everyone whether they support the idea of a community shop.
That survey will also reveal whether there are sufficient people willing to volunteer
their time to help run a community shop, sufficient people willing to invest as sharebuying “members” of a community enterprise, and sufficient people willing to be
customers.
If the answer to those questions is “no”, then that is the end of the line!
If the answer is “yes”, then the Plunkett Foundation will support this project – just as
they are supporting 300 other successful village community shops.
And it will also mean that the next step is a Public Meeting at the Parish Hall at 8pm
on Monday 30th March at the Parish Hall.
That meeting will delve more deeply into what people want from a new community
shop, and will be the opportunity to decide on what form of community enterprise
should be chosen.
David Sturgess

Just for Fun

A little girl had just finished her first week of school.
“I’m just wasting my time!” she said to her mother. “I can’t read, I can’t write and they
won’t let me talk!”
Sonja Moore
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G B Building & Maintenance
Conservation Builder
Historic, Listed and Traditional Methods
Lime Plastering; Stonework; Cob Walls
Lime Wash Paints; Brickwork

Telephone: Mr Gary Broom on
07776032289 or 01823283212
Listed Heritage Member

Mike Brookes
Tel: 07760 880552
The

info@chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk
www.chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk

Chimney
Cleaning

Company
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Your Easter 2020 Sudokus

Three Crosses Sudoku (1)
1
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

2

3

9

1
5
4 2 6
1 4 2
7
9
8
3
6

4

5

6

7

8

Three Crosses Sudoku (2)

9

7
6
4
1 5 8
6 8 5
3
9
5 8 2
3
7
6
5 6 4 9 7
2
9
3
5

1

3

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

1
6
3 2 7
1
4
3
7
6
2 8 3
7
1
8
5
6 3 2
3
6
2
4
9
4
1

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

For every Easter, parishioners erect 3 crosses on the top of Brent Knoll and you can see last
year’s event here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AddTx1Rh6dQ. For this special
occasion, I designed 2 Sudokus with clues in the shape of 3 crosses. My dear friend Klaus,
also designed a special Sudoku (Three Crosses Sudoku (2)) based on the crucifixion when,
according to Mathew 27:51 “the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.”
The first is very easy, so record how many minutes it takes to do and let me know! Number
(3) is not much harder, then try Number (2). You may be able to solve all three. I hope to
have a record number of solvers this month! Have Fun.
17 solutions came in for the March Sudokus. Comments were: “Both routine after false start
on the Primrose.” – “17-clue Sudoku interesting, Keep ’em coming!” - “Enjoyed these Davideasier than usual though!” Answers came from: - Klaus Brenner, Jenny Butters, Pauline
Chadwick, Tim Cromwell, Mac Hares, John Harper, Christine Hall, Liz Ibrahim, Vicky Jones,
Vincent Kelly, Frankie and Geoff New, Chris Marsh, John Spiers, Ted Toon, Jo Wright and
Louise Wright.
Answers to at least one Sudoku please to 48, Brent Street or
david@flockman.com
David Filmer
The solution to last month’s Primrose Sudoku is below: -:-

Three Crosses Sudoku (3)
1

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J
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4

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Primrose Sudoku

1

9

7
9
5
6 4 2 1 3
7 2 1 4 6
8
4
4
3
8 5 1
3 6 9
4
7
5
9
2
1
5

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

7 1 8 2 6 4 5 9 3
3 2 4 7 5 9 1 8 6
9 5 6 8 3 1 4 7 2

2

3 8 6 7 1
1 3 9 4 7 5 6 2
8 6 7 9 1 2 3 5
4

5

9
4

4 7 3 1 9 8 2 6 5
6 8 1 5 2 3 9 4 7
5 9 2 6 4 7 8 3 1
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Lympsham Gardening Club

Unfortunately our speaker, Don Everitt, was unable to come and give his talk about Lilies
and other summer flowering bulbs on 10th March. As it was our first meeting of the year
we continued with our AGM. .
Next Meeting will be on Tuesday 14th April at 7.45pm at the Manor Hall, Lympsham
with Colin Higgins. He will be presenting “Nature as Your Neighbour” part 2.
Future Dates for Your Diary
Tuesday 12th May at 4.00pm. Heather Smith is opening her garden to us at South
Acre, South Road, Lympsham.
Tuesday 19th May at 11.00am Spring Coffee Morning at The Pavilion, Lympsham.
New Members and Visitors are welcome at all our meetings. Our annual subscription
for this year is only £10 and visitors £2 per meeting including Tea/Coffee and Biscuits.
Mariette Denison

“Electric cars, a question?
‘What happens if you put your car on charge before you go to bed and you have a
power cut during the night, what do you do in the morning?’”
“Simple, get your bike out!”

The Ever Friend

Some people have the saddest time
Suffer for no reason or rhyme
Whilst others have a cup that's full
Money and health for good and all

Who loved and cheered her several years
And then she passed the veil of tears
Then I was helped to carry on
Rejoicing for the love that's gone

We were between with joy and woe
Love and hope and get up and go
And when struck down it did not end
For my dearest wife she found a friend

But suddenly there came the day
When this friend was taken away
And now I fear my heart could crack
God lent us an angel but needed her back.
JMS 2020
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ENROL NOW!
COURSES FOR ADULTS
With so many opportunities offered
at our campuses, online and in
the workplace, now’s a great time
to embrace lifelong learning and
professional and personal growth!
ADVANCED LEARNER
LOANS AVAILABLE
Only repay once you’re
earning over £25,725 a year!

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST

www.btc.ac.uk

To us the law is personal.
Personal to you, our client.

YOU
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This commitment to quality service is why we are one
of the leading firms in Weston and attract work from
local and national clients.

ex Leg
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se

Working to your individual requirements is the
difference between getting the job done and getting
the result you want.

Understanding
your needs

Please speak with your local contact Tim Hannah.

01934 623 501
www.powellslaw.com
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Suddenly at Easter I Remember Last Summer

Brenda Walker 1989 Mind Games (Headland Press)
Suddenly at Easter I remember last summer...
Watchtower sunflowers
spying on those who escaped the field,
escaped the mourning shepherds caressing
the vast mounds and cleavage of the hills,
past sheep nestling in overgrown grasses
and timeless donkeys cradled in cornflowers,
a wild carpet shaken for summer,
scattering bent backs and patches of outcrop,
trickling springs and tumbled red roof-tops
with dust-showered leaves of endless tobacco
casting pied shadows on tin water towers.
The accordion’s playing and down by the river
water-birds ribbon-dance trailing vineyards
around the walls of age and marriage,
boys play merrily piping and drumming
in chocolate ruts of burnt-out stubble
to lead their goat and chicken army
on swooping swifts and parents’ banter
invading the last haystacks of summer
with damson bullets and sweet corn staves.
Autumn sidles over the hill-tops
down dried rivulets and on to the lakeside
where moving hives of freckled lightways
encircle fish that nibble feet.
And beyond the ancient walls of monasteries
as if from cracks of wood-flayed icons,
beads of Christ’s blood ooze from hedgerows,
force meets force as river meets lake,
bubble and cockerel mingle with incense,
incense of morning with sweet plums and roses,
morning-air magpies encircling thorn-crowns
and quite unaware of a surging behind them,
women of willow bend headscarves for amber,
while three white swans block light from the sky.

Brenda Walker

Coronavirus, Easter Teas at St Michael’s and the Plant
Stall at the Village Fête

Owing to uncertainties over the coronavirus crisis we are cancelling Easter Teas at St
Michael’s. If Government advice/regulation proves that it is possible to organise it as
an outdoor event we shall advertise it through word of mouth and social media
channels. Similarly there is currently doubt as to whether the Brent Knoll Fête will
take place in June. We hope that there are people preparing plants for the plant stall.
Please continue to do so. We shall try to organise an outlet for the plants if the Fête
is cancelled.
Ged Keele

APRIL
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SOS Donor Register

The Save Our Special ceiling fund-raising team is now designing the Donor Register
that will be displayed in St Michael’s Church, recording which Boss, Angel or Panel
has been sponsored by different persons, organisations or businesses. The 7 bosses
and 96 panels are all uniquely different and extremely attractive.
We want to thank all those who kindly sponsored any of these items, for without their
generosity, replacement of the lead roof over this medieval carved wooden ceiling
would not be possible. This included Individuals, village organisations, such as the
Royal British Legion, the Guides and Brownies, the Brent Knoll News and “Girls Just
Wanna have Fun” as well as businesses such as the Tadpoles Preschool Nursery
and the West County Motorhomes.
Significant events such as “Raise the Roof”, “A Night at the Movies” and the Medieval
Feast were also held to help us reach our target. The funds raised to date have
enabled the church to apply for grants towards the costs involved.
Many have already nominated the individual Boss, Angel or Panel they want to
sponsor; for example, some wanted two panels next to each other for a husband and
wife, but many have not. We now have a draft register showing pictures of all the
individual items. So far, there are 8 Panels and 6 Angels still available, of which one
Angel has just been sponsored. More funds are still needed, so if you, your
organisation or business is generous enough and willing, and would like to choose
which item(s) to sponsor, please contact Rosemary Keele or David Filmer, both of
which have copies.
We are conscious of the Data Protection Act, so legally we have to have your written
authority to enter your name into the register, which will be displayed in the church for
all to see. Therefore, we will soon be writing to all donors seeking their permission.
There will be 5 categories to consider and we will ask you to tick the box that you
prefer as follows: – Name only : Name and Road or Street in Brent Knoll : Name
and village, town, County or Country where you live : Full Name and address :
Anonymous .
Rosemary Keele (Tel 01278 769 010) and David Filmer (Tel 01278 760 760)

V.E. and V.J. Day Celebrations
In support of the celebrations by the British Legion for VE Day (May 8 th) and VJ Day
(August 15th) the Parish Council would like to suggest that parishioners might like to
prepare hanging baskets and/or window boxes/troughs in which to plant red, white
and blue flowers.
We hope that as many of you as possible will take part in this important and
memorable celebration and add colour to the village to celebrate 75 years of peace.

BARB Thanks
BARB would like to take this opportunity to thank the Brent Knoll Amateur Drama
Group (BAD) for making BARB their charity. We would like to say congratulations to
the cast and crew on a very enjoyable and entertaining evening on 29th February
2020. With the support of the audience a fantastic £950.00 was raised for the charity.
Thank you once again for your support from all the crew members at BARB.
BARB (Burnham Area Rescue Boat)
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Serving Food All Day
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
(Sunday lunch – Bookings
advisable)
14 Hotel Bedrooms
Function Rooms available for
Private Hire, Parties, Weddings,
Christenings, Business Meetings or
Private Dining
Children’s Play Area - Dog Friendly
- Outside Garden
Seating Available in our
Restaurant, Bar or Diner
Tel 01278 760 008 - Website:
www.foxandgooseinn.com
We look forward to seeing you ……

re love
Your upholstered furniture may be looking a little tired,
but you can fall in love with it all over again when you
get it re-upholstered by Furniture Care Centre.
Call today to arrange a home visit and free, no
obligation quotation.

Call 07825 852285
or email fcc@castelangroup.com

Furniture Care Centre is part of the Castelan Group. Alpha House, Sunnyside Road North, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 3QY
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“200+ Club” March Draw

The March draw was made at the March Parish Hall Committee meeting. The lucky
numbers were drawn by members of the committee. The winning numbers were:March
First Prize
Second Prize
Third Prize
Fourth Prize
Fifth Prize
Sixth Prize
Seventh Prize
Eighth Prize

No.
76
255
56
281
313
48
156
49

Prize
£ 20
£ 20
£ 16
£ 12
£ 12
£ 10
£ 8
£ 6

Name
Mr & Mrs P. McMahon
Mrs J. Milton
Mrs Stevens
Mrs S. Harvey
Mr & Mrs A.R. Evans
Miss R.V. Nussey
Mrs D.T. Tucker
Mrs J.E. Driscoll

Brent Street
Brent Corner
Rectory Road
Church Lane
Brent Street
Edinburgh
Burton Row
The Willows

Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Burnham
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Scotland
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll

Thank you to everyone who has supported the Parish Hall by joining the 200+ Club.
This will help make sure that our Parish Hall continues to meet the needs of our local
community and remains at it’s heart.
Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ

SATURDAY 11th April

at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10am to 12 noon

Locally produced fresh Pork, Goat’s milk, cheese and meat, Eggs, Pickles and Preserves.
Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, Westcroft Cider, Cakes and Savouries, Handmade Cards,
Silver & Beaded Jewellery, Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, Dog Treats, Textiles,
etc., CDs, DVDs, Books & Bric-a-Brac.

Plus Raffle
The Parish Café will be serving drinks & light snacks.

Entrance FREE

Good Quality, Clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall (No Electrical Goods, please)
will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or to Book a Table (£7 per table)

Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)

Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall

Spring Quiz

1) Which English football ground has the same name as an 11th Century battle?
2) The “War of the Roses” was between?
3) The number of Countries South of the Equator is greater than those to the
North. True or False?
4) How is the Country of Wales known in it’s native language?
5) What fruit is the cordial Grenadine made from?
6) What type of brandy comes from Gascony in France?
7) Name the odd one out of: Canter, Skip, Trot and Walk?
8) What is the highest football ground in England?
Roy Ainsworth
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Crossword

1

Across -

2

3

4

5

6

1) High jump style (7,4)
8) Meadows (4)
8
10) Municipal councillors (8)
11) Scots girl (4)
12) Solemn promise (4)
12
13) Wriggly estuary creature
(3)
15) Lifeboat body (abbrev) (4)
16) Muddles (6)
20) Vapour (5)
22) Woodwind instruments 20
(5)
23) Not appropriate (5)
24) Waistbands (5)
24
25) Slipped up (5)
29) ____ Club, community
service association (6)
27
33) ____ Khayyam, Persian
poet (4)
33
34) The lady named (3)
35) Venomous snakes (4)
37) Govern (4)
38
38) Wet weather canopy (8)
39) Father (4)
40) Blocked off (11)
Down 2) Honour (5)
3) Rubbed out (6)
4) Head (colloq) (6)
5) Citrus fruits (6)
6) Dumbfound (5)
7) Large Asian republic (5)
9) World’s largest desert (6)
14) ____ Fry, prison reformer (9)
17) Thumped, biblically (5)
18) Anaesthetic gas (5)
19) ____ Alliss, golf pundit (5)

7
9

10

11
13

14

15

16

17

18

19
21

22

23
25

28

29

30

26

31

34

32
35

36

37
39

40

21) Scrooge (5)
26) Regal people? (6)
27) Deputy doc! (5)
28) Non-metallic element symbol C (6)
30) Old Inn’s groom (6)
31) Get oxygen into (6)
32) Benefit (5)
36) Major French river (5)
Roy Ainsworth

RSPCA North Somerset Branch (Registered charity no. 205284)

Sunday 26th April
‘Mutt Strutt’ Fundraising Dog Walk Apex Park, Burnham on Sea - 2pm

Join us for a gentle a 21/2 mile walk starting from the Apex Park, Burn off those Easter Eggs and
help raise money for less fortunate animals in your area. Make a ££ donation on the day or get
colleagues, friends & family to sponsor you and your dog.
Sponsorship forms from enquiries@rspcanorthsomerset
More information from our Facebook page or from www.rspcanorthsomerset.org.uk
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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PLUMBING
BY GEORGE Ltd!
Brent Knoll

Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside
taps, Shower replacements, etc.
Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades
Boiler servicing

Tel: 07813 321 197
Company number: 9523398
A company registered in England & Wales

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

Country Retreat Set in
the Heart of Somerset

Near Weston-Super-Mare,
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents
• WIFI
• Fully equipped holiday cottages also
available for house moves, relocation

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com
www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

• Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available
• Used touring caravans for sale
• Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold
Registered (G&S Storage)
a5-landscape.indd 1

DulhornHoliday

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

DulhornFarmHP

07/12/2017 22:03
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Good Friday

This day of passion
like none before or since.
Filled with such pain
and hatred,
lies, deceit.
So many sins for just one day to bear.
And yet its name is Good.
For on this day
a sacrifice so pure
gave
grace, forgiveness, mercy
to us all.
And at what cost…..
and so…
in white linen, with majesty we may be.
For on this day
love triumphed on Calvary.

The Path

Life is sharp
and so many times
it pricks unmercifully.
I search
eyes open
yet in blindness,
believing I can find the path
yet my efforts fail me.
The more I think, calculate, analyse
the more I hit
frustration.
Again and again,
so stubborn the self
…..if I think more
……. in greater abstractions
…… and tangents
I shall find the way.
Again and again
the path’s simplicity eludes me.

And it is only once I dare to yield
and with quiet confidence in you
relinquish control.
I close my eyes
and leave the tangles of my mind
and the path finds me.

Worship

Eyes closed.
Waiting for you.
Nervous, of baring….my soul….
then,
gradually…
emboldened.
Words on my tongue,
rhythm in my mind,
hands turn
to you
and I feel
a presence,
an invitation,
to come
and as I reach
to touch you,
I see a child
arms outstretched,
laughing and running,
joy on my lips
and tears on my cheeks
when I realize,
that child
is me
and what I feel
is my contentment
in your love.

Corin

A collection of Corin’s poems entitled “Loved Loving Love” are now on Amazon here
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=corin+filmer&ref=nb_sb_noss

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY

The monthly Parish Surgery will be discontinued until
meetings resume, however please do phone or email the
clerk if you have any issues that you need to discuss.
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk Mobile Tel 07917 445 215
APRIL
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Useful Village Contacts:

Contact
e-mail
Revd. Kevin Wright
priest.tpots@gmail.com
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
Miss Frances James
Mike Smith
Church Cleaners
Weit Harper
Church Flowers
Mrs Marion Vining
Poppy Organiser
Mrs Sally Wingate
Brass Cleaners
Miss Frances James
Methodist Church,
Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk
Janet Southwell
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright,
Member of Parliament
James Heappey
James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk
County Councillor
Bob Filmer
BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk
District Councillor
Bob Filmer
bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Andrew Gilling
andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Parish Council,
Clerk
Owen Cullwick
clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk
Chairman
Colin Townsend
colinstownsend@me.com
Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett
andreah@sentinor.com
Footpath Contact Cynthia Trivett–Bill
cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com
Parish Hall
Booking Secretary Jenny Butters
jenny.butters@onetel.com
Bazaar
Eddie Fuller
eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
Chairman
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Secretary
Sandra Few
sjfizzard@aol.com
Doctor
Dr S L Aung
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline
Western Power Distribution
Power Cut?
WRVS Prescription Service
Brent Knoll Primary School
Chris Burman
office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk
Toddlers Group
Jane Hannah
timothyhannah@aol.com
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School
Cathy Hurley
Village Shop
Caroline Chennells
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Distribution
Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
Police Non-Emergency Number
Rhyne Problems
Lower Axe Draining Board
Village Agent
Kim Wilcox
Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk
National Trust Honorary Ranger
Ged Keele
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll
Parochial Church Council, Secretary,
Church Administrator
Church Warden

Village Societies:

Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)
Cancer Research Campaign
Conservative Branch
Ecumenical Group
Good Companions
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows
Horticultural Society (Burnham)
Royal British Legion
Short Mat Bowling Club
Table Tennis Club
Tennis Club
Women’s Institute
Women’s Society
E&OE
BRENT KNOLL NEWS

Sarah Joyce
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Revd. Margaret Trapp
Mrs Ann Robson
Jane Sinnott
jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk
Rod Southwell
Alan Castle
John Mathews
Alison Hillyer
Janet Southwell
Julie Baker

Telephone
760844
769082
769082
760287
760691
760803
760612
760610
760287
784808
760445
783920
422703
01749 343255
760760
760760
01934 750580
07917 445215
760226
760099
760198
760477
760308
760760
760451
760313
111
105
760313
760546
760629
769126
760225
760760
760308
101
789906
07943 555519
769010
787493
t.b.c.
760760
760573
760981
t.b.c.
760445
760424
07414 868333
01934 815407
760445
751229
APRIL
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You will see below that the Diary for April has been rather reduced by Coronavirus
precautions and self-distancing. It is possible that other events may be curtailed, so
please contact the organisers before the event, just to check it is still on!!
Bob

Diary for April

Page

1st April Fool’s Day
Your House
Early!!
1st SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste
2nd Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday)
Parish Hall
2.00pm
8th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
8th Women’s Institute – ‘Tim Lewis”
Parish Hall
2.30pm
10th Good Friday
11/12/13th Easter Open Weekend
Secret World
12th Easter Sunday
14th Lympsham Gardening Club
Manor Hall, Lympsham 7.45pm
15th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste
Your House
Early!!
15th Deadline for May Brent Knoll News
12.00 noon
15th Good Companions “Waves of Harmony” Parish Hall
2.30pm
16th COM-FOR-TEA - Comfort Group
Contact Dot
2.00pm
Methodist Schoolroom 2.30pm
20th WI Craft Group
20th Alzheimer & Dementia Carers Group
Brentcombe House 4.00pm
20th Whist Drive
Ivy Hall
7.00pm
Jubilee Room
7.45pm
20th Parish Hall Committee meeting
22nd SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
23rd St George’s Day
23rd Bereaved Friends Group
87, Brent Street
2.30pm
Village Shop
9.20-10.05am
24th Mobile Library [Friday]
26th Mutt Strutt
Apex Park
2.00pm
29th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste
Your House
Early!!
30th Women’s Society – Sugar Craft
4, The Willows
7.30pm
30th Community Shop meeting
Parish Hall
8.00pm

23
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36
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27
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15
44
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POSTAL Subscription

The Brent Knoll News is available by post for those outside the village. All you need
to do is to send name and address together with a cheque for £15 (incl. UK postage),
to the editor, payable to “Brent Knoll News” and we’ll do the rest, you could even
give it as a present!

Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!!

Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting? Then
why not share it with the village? We publish most items and others may find your
article interesting.

Deadline for the May 2020 Issue –

All contributions to be received by noon on Wednesday 15th April, to:bob@flockman.com The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions. Views
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of
the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or amend any contribution.

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk

BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Come and see us at Burnham Swim & Sports Academy, Berrow Rd
Chartered Physiotherapists Liz & Andy Gardner
are HCPC & CSP registered
to assess and treat a variety of injuries
Sports injuries & massage
Acupuncture • Back pain & sciatica
Joint & muscle pains • Neck pain & headaches
Registered with all major insurance providers

Please visit us online or
call to make a booking

01278 785221

www.centralsomersetphysio.co.uk
enquiries@centralsomersetphysio.co.uk

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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CREATIVE
DISTINCTIVE
EFFECTIVE
DESIGN ALWAYS LOOKS BETTER WITH US
BRANDING & LOGOS
ILLUSTRATION & INFOGRAPHICS
EVENT GRAPHICS & BANNERS
SIGNAGE & DISPLAYS
BUSINESS STATIONERY & PRINTED MATERIALS

Get in touch today to discuss how we can help.

CALL
E

01278 423 637

SALES@BWWPRINT.CO.UK

W

WWW.BWWPRINT.CO.UK

Herswell Business Park | Salmon Parade | Bridgwater | TA6 5PY

