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BRENT TREE SERVICES
Proprietor
David Bateman
NCH(Arb)1994 : Tech. Cert.(Arbor.A)2011

FOR ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK
Fully Insured

19 Killarney Ave, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1NB

TEL: 01278 787187
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The Parish of Three Saints

St Christopher, Lympsham

St Michael, Brent Knoll

Contacts

Priest-in-Charge
Reverend Kevin Wright

The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ
Tel 01278 760844 or Mobile 07764 170463
e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com

Friday is the Vicar's day off
Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter

Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ
Tel 01278 769082
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com
Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk
Churchwardens
Details can be found in Church porch or on our website.

St Mary, East Brent

Baptisms
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.

Weddings
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates.

Funerals
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Priest-inCharge or Church Administrator to arrange your
requirements.
.
*******************

Visit our website –
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Services
To find services each week on ‘YouTube’ please look for ‘Revd Kevin Wright TPOTS’
and look for the relevant date. Available each Sunday from 10am.
For details of opening times of St Michael’s Church, for private prayer and services
that may be possible as we come out of the coronavirus crisis, please see the
noticeboards at the church and the www.theparishofthreesaints.org website.
For information about funerals or weddings please contact The Rector or The Church
Office.
Kevin Wright

Toddlers
The Teddies send their love and are still missing you all, but they said to tell
you that they are very happy playing together and looking after each other.
They asked me to remind you that there will be no Summer outing this year,
nor will we be able to meet this term. Currently, we do not know when we
can re-start Toddlers, but we will keep you posted.
We hope Gill enjoyed her birthday last month and we would like to say “Happy
Birthday” to William, Molly, Luna and Ruth who all have birthdays in July and to
Georgia who has an August birthday.
We have to say farewell to Elizabeth, Jess and Joey who are due to start school in
September - this is a very special, exciting time for them. It has been an absolute joy
having them as members of the group and we are sure they will be very happy at their
respective schools.
Message from the Toddler Toys – “keep well, stay safe” and they look forward to the
day when we can have fun together again.
Jane

Just for Fun – Paraprosdokians

Some people hear voices. Some see invisible people. Others have no imagination
whatsoever!
Mary Wridgway
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com)
Minister

Revd. Steve Bennett

It’s becoming increasingly difficult to provide any “news” during these strange and
difficult times. Usually at this time of year, I would be writing about how our Spring
coffee morning went, how we enjoyed fellowship and friendship at our church
anniversary over a shared lunch and letting you know about our August coffee
mornings, where we annually meet together with church and village friends each
Saturday and raise monies for various charities. Of course, none of that happened
this year. And we won’t be meeting up to chat over coffee and cake during August.
But life still goes on in this “new normal” of ours. We have seen the strict lockdown
rules under which we’ve been living for the past months gradually relax. Churches
are now permitted to open for private prayer (providing they meet the strict risk
assessment rules and follow the guidance from their denomination). Brent Knoll
Methodist Church will not be opening for private prayer in the immediate future, but as
the situation changes, we will be sure to keep you updated.
And just as life goes on, our church life hasn’t stopped. Many of us continue to meet
via Zoom, to join in worship and fellowship each Sunday morning or enjoy our own
private devotion, using the Order of Service which Rev Steve sends around to us.
Steve has been leading weekly bible study looking at the book of Ruth and holding
virtual coffee mornings each Thursday, and we are all very grateful to him for doing
so.
As we enter the Summer season, we know it’s going to be a Summer the like of which
we haven’t experienced before. We are so fortunate to live in such a stunning part of
our Country where, whilst adhering to social distancing rules where applicable, we
can go for beautiful walks with friends and family. People are saying that they are
beginning to enjoy the simple things in life, especially in nature.
So with that in mind, from all of us here at Brent Knoll Methodist Church, we hope that
you have a safe and enjoyable Summer as we continue to appreciate the real beauty
that is on our doorstep. You remain in our prayers.
Rosemary Krull

Parish Hall
During the Covid-19 period the Parish Hall has been closed. This has given us an
opportunity to do some of those jobs that we have not had the chance to do when the
hall is so regularly in use.
We have installed a hearing loop and had works done to both the floor and ceiling of
the Harris Room. We are very grateful to the Somerset Community Foundation, who
gave us a £1,000 grant to help pay towards the cost of the acoustic tiling, what should
help reduce the reverberation and make hearing in the hall, that much easier.
We have obtained security cameras and erected a security gate to stop unauthorised
access onto the roof of the Jubilee Room and are getting some new lighter weight
chairs for the hall.
We hope that when the Covid-19 restrictions are lifted, we will be well placed to
welcome you all back to the Parish Hall at the very heart of our village.
Bob Filmer
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JULY/AUGUST

We never forget
you have a choice
Our new showroom at East Brent has been
designed to give customers the chance to
review our extensive product range in a
relaxed, peaceful environment. Unfortunately
we cannot open the showroom fully until
restrictions are lifted but we can offer you
the option of a virtual tour or a visit by
appointment. Please ring us for more details.
8 Mill Batch Farm, East Brent,
Near Highbridge, TA9 4JN

Tel: 01278 760616 / 01749 671431
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com
www.thekingfisherfamily.com
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News from the Parish Council
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Virtual Meetings on 3rd June and 17th June
Planning Matters
11/20/00029: Erection of storage container and formation of hard standing on land to
the west of Brent Knoll Animal Centre, Brent Road.
Response: The Parish Council decided to make no observations on this application,
this was unanimous.
07/20/00006: Erection of 1 detached dwelling and formation of new access and
parking. Formation of new access for existing dwelling at Flat 1 Wyndoes, Station
Road Brent Knoll TA9 4BH.
Response: The Parish Council decided to make no observations on this application,
this was unanimous.
Footpaths and Highways
(a) Locked Gate in Middle Street reported to landowner.
(b) Completion of Posts and Gates Battleborough Lane.
(c) Completion of gates installation at the lower part of Manor House.
(d) Finger Post reported missing at both ends of Burton Row to Wick Lane footpath
reported to Mr C. East, SCC.
(e) Permission granted for the use of the Telephone Kiosk by the Emergency Shop.
(f) Additional Dog Bin Provision being considered with suitable locations.
Village Green, Toilets and Car Park
Toilet Block: All seems in good order with very few people using the facility.
Green: Green reported as tidy and no immediate problems to report.
Play Equipment: Waiting for the repair agreed for Traverse Chain on Trim Trail.
Car Park: No Issues of concern.
Ongoing issues
Emergency and Community Shop
A Paper was circulated prior to this meeting outlining progress to date and also reaffirming the Parish Council’s continuing support.
Fencing on the Green Progress
The chain link fencing now complete on the left hand side of the green.
Nuttall Trust Grant / Village Green Benches
New Picnic Bench ordered from Glasdon for delivery very soon.
Parish Council Vacancy
A decision on the Co-option to fill the Councillor vacancy will be taken on 1st July
virtual meeting.
Meeting Times
The Parish Council next Virtual meeting on July 1st, 7pm, if anyone wishes to join the
meeting can they please contact the clerk in advance.
A full set of minutes available on the website or by email request to the clerk.
Contact the Clerk for any Council matters
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk Mobile Tel 07917 445 215
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Building a sustainable and hopeful future
One impact of the Coronavirus pandemic is there is now a lot of talk about the need to
change and to re-imagine society, in order to build a sustainable and hopeful future.
This is to be welcomed. However, change is something that we always have to live
with. The Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, writing some 500 years before Christ, was a
great proponent of this. He is known for saying: ‘There is nothing permanent except
change’ and that you cannot step into the same river twice. By this he meant that just
as the river flows so that you cannot touch the same water twice, so no two situations
are exactly the same and that the world is constantly changing.
We live in a time of extraordinary change. Self-driving transport is now practical, not
just for cars, but also perhaps more alarmingly for ships and aircraft. Artificial
Intelligence is opening amazing new possibilities and medicine is advancing rapidly
as the decoding of the human genome increases our understanding of many
diseases. At the same time our world groans under the weight of lifestyles and
exploitation of resources which are not sustainable. I am writing this on World
Environment Day and it is becoming increasingly clear that we need to change the
way we live before we wreak even more havoc on the world which God has given us
to steward and care for.
But in looking for change we need perhaps to look in rather than out. I remember
once reading someone saying: ‘You can’t change what is going on around you, until
you start changing what’s going on within you’. Or as Tolstoy put it: ‘Everyone thinks
of changing the world. But no one thinks of changing themself.’ It is sometimes said
that if ‘we change the way we look at things, the things we look at change.’ There
may be some truth in that and perhaps we need to use this time of lockdown to
continue to reflect on what it means to look at the world through God’s eyes and to
live faithfully in God’s world so that we all play our part in building a sustainable and
hopeful future.
Every blessing.
Bishop Peter, Bishop of Bath and Wells

“Trooping the Colour”
What a thrill it was yesterday to watch the Welsh Guards trooping their Colour on the
quadrangle inside Windsor Castle. Their precision was quite incredible, as they had
to get used to marching, two metres apart, no one put a foot wrong when the TV
cameras panned down to see them open ranks to allow counter marching.
The setting was just perfect, immaculately cut grass, under a Summer sky,
surrounded by the ancient walls of the Castle.
To realise that these soldiers are ready to fight all around the world if needed.
The Queen – bless her – looked as though she thoroughly enjoyed the wonderful
display outside her home.
It was wonderful, this traditional ceremony that we look forward to every year, replayed so expertly.
Such a relief from all the everyday doom and gloom.
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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ROSEMARY’S FLORIST
Family-owned Local Qualified Florist

Friendly, Personalised Service
Arrangements, Bouquets & Gifts
Weddings • Funerals • All Special Occasions
Same Day Local & Nationwide Deliveries
Interflora Member

Tel: 01278 784446

www.rosemarysflorist.co.uk

5 Regent Street, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 1AX
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ENROL NOW!
COURSES FOR
ADULTS
BTC provides hundreds
of courses for adults.
ENROL ONLINE TODAY!
ADVANCED LEARNER
LOANS AVAILABLE

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST

www.btc.ac.uk

ALL YOUR
UNDERGROUND TANKS AND DRAINAGE
PRODUCTS
Septic Tanks
Pumping Station
Sewage Treatment Plants
Cesspools
Rainwater Recycling Units
OTHER SERVICES
Free Consultation
Tank and Drainage Installation
Servicing and Breakdown on
Pumping Stations, Treatment Systems etc.
Bespoke Tanks Designed and Manufactured
Exemption/Discharge Obtained
After Sales Support

Tel: 01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk
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A brief history of NASA and the role of
past US presidents

After the last Apollo Moon landings in 1972, are our space achievements in 2020 what
was then expected?
The first moon landing in 1969 by Neil Armstrong was achieved because of the “Space
Race”, a part of the “Cold War” between America and the Soviet Union. The USSR was
the first to orbit the earth with Sputnik in 1957 and the first to put a man in space in 1961
(Yuri Gagarin).
America was shocked and set up NASA in 1958, to win the Space Race, with an annual
budget rising to a peak of 4.3% to 4.4% of America’s budget in 1965/1966, but was
progressively cut back by Lyndon Johnson even 3 years before we got to the moon!
These cut backs continued with Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford to under 1% by 1975. It
continued to get even lower when Barack Obama cut it further to under 0.5% in 2011
when the Space Shuttle was retired, forcing NASA to rely on Russia to get astronauts to
the International Space Station at $86M per astronaut.
Back in the 1960’s, NASA had plans the set up colonies on the Moon by the late 1970’s
and on Mars by the late 1990’s (remember 2001 - A Space Odyssey)? But because of
Lyndon Johnson’s cut backs, these plans had to be abandoned. Buzz Aldrin said last
year that NASA had seen 50 years of non-progress.
If it had not been for the visionary American billionaire Elon Musk, who set up his space
exploration company (SpaceX) in 2002, things would have remained pretty much the
same. But he developed reusable space rockets and boosters, which land vertically not
only on concrete pads on land, but on floating vessels on the sea. One is called “Of
course I still love you!” Meantime NASA had commissioned a heavy lift rocket, the
Space Launch System which was scheduled to be ready by 2016 but severely overran
the budget and schedule to over $1B and 2021. No parts are re-usable as this was
thought to be impossible. So when it launches the cost will be $1.5B + per launch. The
cost per launch of the Falcon 9 SpaceX rocket is about $2M which is about 1,000 times
less! That’s because both the Falcon 9 and booster are both reusable, so the cost is
mainly the liquid fuel and oxygen.
On 30th May, to the great pride of NASA, this rocket delivered 2 American astronauts to
the International Space Station, the first time since 2011. So the future is now looking
brighter and more exciting. SpaceX is now developing a new StarShip at Boca Chica
Texas and is constructing prototypes 5, 6 and 7. When complete, the booster + StarShip
will be about 400 feet tall with 31 rocket engines and the most powerful launch vehicle
ever! His plans are to achieve orbit this year, to land on Mars by 2022, delivering 100
tons of cargo per StarShip, and to send the first astronauts to Mars by 2024, all very
ambitious and exciting. Musk is a great pioneer and innovator as witness his new Raptor
engines that are more powerful and use methane and oxygen, so don’t be surprised if he
meets his targets!
Since then, he delivered another 58 StarLink satellites to orbit (now nearly 500) to deliver
super-fast broadband to the US and Canada in 3 months time. When 12,000 are up, it
goes world-wide and will give him $30B revenue per year, more than the NASA budget.
So no more reliance on Presidents! NASA is sending a Mars 2020 Rover (called
Perseverance) from Cape Canaveral on 20th July. So a lot is happening, month by
month and progress is now again full-speed!
See video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH5agxnIQ4Yof which the above is a
summary.
David Filmer
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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R. MILLARD
 SON
PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service
Private Chapel of Rest

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA
Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged
Memorials Supplied

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

CHIMNEY
SWEEP
ROB HEMBROW
01934 732998
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
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Wildlife’s future
After all the time that many of us have had to remain inside or at least in our gardens,
the regulation of not being able to meet people or go and visit places has changed our
priorities – or at least made us realise how lucky we are when we have complete
freedom to come and go as we pleased.
I’m sure there will be many attractive gardens for
those who have diverted their attention to do
gardening during the ’lock down’!
As we have been classed as an ‘essential service’
Secret World has worked as usual but with a
skeleton staff having furloughed as many staff as
we could to try and save expenses. With the long
dry spell that we have had, it has meant that many animals have suffered, unable to
find food. Hedgehogs and badgers have particularly been affected and it is so sad to
see such skeletal animals coming - some beyond help. Nocturnal animals out during
the day shows that they are having difficulties. A dish of fresh water in the garden is
always welcome to wildlife and you can feed wildlife during dry weather as long as
you stop once the rain comes and they are able to find their own food. That way the
animals do not become dependent upon you and still learn to
forage naturally.
We have had a selection of birds brought into our care and
we’re just going in to baby bat season. There are lots of
stories of our casualties on face book and we have been
doing live feeds just to let you know that we are still working
to help wildlife!
We have had to cancel all our
fundraising events such as our
open days but we are running a
virtual raffle on the web site if you
would like to support our work.
Volunteers are starting to come
back and we will be accepting
volunteers if you feel you would
like to help in some way. It may be just to collect an
animal, helping on site, in the office or with the animals.
Any help is always appreciated!
We are always available for advice on 01278 783250.
With best wishes from us all at Secret World Wildlife
Pauline Kidner
Rescue – Stay Safe

Ecumenical Worship at Brent Knoll Methodist Church
No meetings until further notice due to Coronavirus.

Margaret Trapp

Front Cover Photos -

Thanks to Roger Brafield for the front cover photo and John Page for the stunning
poppy on the inside cover of this issue of the Brent Knoll News.
Bob
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WI Craft Group
Although we are unable to meet, our members and others continue to knit hats and
scarves for Seafarers, as well as blankets for both premature babies and adults with
dementia.
We hope it won’t be too long until we can meet again and not only show or explain
what crafting we’ve done, but also explain how it’s helped us to keep busy during this
strange time.
If anyone is having itchy fingers and would like to knit for a worthwhile cause, please
contact me and I should be able to help with patterns, wool etc.
Margaret Smith 01278 760691.

Women’s Society
We do so hope that you have been able to enjoy the lovely weather even during
Lockdown.
It is such a pity that we have not been able to meet and we look forward to the time
when we can.
Trust that you are all well, and hope that Janice recovers very soon, best wishes.
Julie and Ann

Pastoral Care Groups
Although the groups can’t meet physically, we’ve been keeping an eye on our
members through phone calls, emails, etc.
The Alzheimer and Dementia Carer group have been meeting fortnightly on a Monday
afternoon through Zoom. If anyone is interested in joining them please phone Carla
Searle on 01278 760041 or email geoffreysl@aol.com.
Mrs Kim Wilcox the village agent, also attends the meetings.
The Parish of Three Saints Pastoral Care team have also been busy keeping an eye
on people in the community, phoning, getting shopping, dog walking, prayer requests
and volunteering to deliver newspapers etc.
Parents of those recently baptised in our parish have also been emailed to say that
we are thinking of them and given links to online services, contact details etc.
If there is anyone who would value a chat, please contact Anthony on 07701 081077
or email lpacare.tpots@gmail.co.uk.
Margaret Smith, 01278 760691

BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB
The Tennis Club has reopened in a restricted way. Social distancing measures
are in place and only four players are allowed on the courts at one time.
Matches, group coaching and all social club play are on hold. Hopefully, tennis will
slowly return to normal during the Summer as government restrictions ease.
Please contact Alison on alhillyer@aol.co.uk if you would like any information about
the tennis club.
Alison Hillyer
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Misted Up Double Glazed
Unit Replacement
Broken Glass Repairs
New Work
Mirrors
Telephone

07539 291804
TELEPHONE 01278 794510
MOBILE

EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk

No

b
Jo

o
To

Hopkins Plumbing
& Heating
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07740 605507
01278 760710

Boiler and
Fire Servicing

Boiler
Repairs

Landlord Safety
Certificate

www.hopkinsplumbing.co.uk
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Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, dissertations, leaflets,
brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc.
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc.
Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393
Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com
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Brent Knoll House Histories

European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 44

Last month I ended by stating that sometime between 1919 and 1923 William Harris gave up
farming and his son Ralph took over. In view of this it is rather odd that in the 1911 census
William is stated to be a “farmer retired.” It looks almost as though the word “retired” has
been added as an afterthought, though it is the same handwriting. Yet, in Kelly’s Directories
for 1914 and 1919, he is named as the farmer and it is explicitly stated that he lives at
Woodbine Farm (though some farmers are named without identifying where they live). In
that same census return, he is stated to be married to Matilda in 1892 and three children
were at home when the census was taken: Bessie Melita, aged 16; Gladys Mable, aged 14
and Ralph George, aged 12. William himself was stated to be 41 years old, which is, perhaps,
a little early to retire, particularly when there is still a teenage family to support.
When Ralph took over, sometime prior to 1923, William would still only have been 52 or 53,
but we do not have any details of his health, for instance, which could have affected his
decision. As Ralph is recorded in the 1923 Kelly’s Directories, it does mean that he had to
have taken over before the data was gathered for that edition and that would almost
certainly have been in 1922 so that analysis, printing and publishing could be done before
1923. That year does seem even more likely for a reason which may also explain why his
father retired early. It was the year when he married Penelope Barnstable.
Penelope Barnstable was born in Wandsworth in 1896, which was then designated as being
in Surrey. In fact, it remained in Surrey until the creation of the Greater London Council (GLC)
in 1965. That authority took over from the London County Council (LCC), which was much
smaller. Where I lived at that time was, unfortunately, also absorbed by the GLC, but I am
happy to say that I can still claim to be a Surrey man, rather than a Londoner, as my birth
place, Ewell, was recommended to be included in the GLC, but somehow managed to stay
out, along with its close partner, Epsom (Having said that, I did move to my adopted county
of Somerset in 1972, so am hoping I will no longer be a “foreigner” after fifty years here!).
Although born in Wandsworth, Penelope’s family were originally from Brent Knoll and
returned there sometime after the 1901 census and before the 1911 census. Actually, we
can be a little more precise than that, as Penelope had three sisters who were also said to
have been born in Wandsworth, in 1897, 1901 and 1903. However, one of her brothers,
Gilbert Charles, was born in 1906 in Brent Knoll. So, they must have returned here sometime
between 1903 and 1906. Altogether, Penelope had four sisters and two brothers.
Although her father was a builder, her mother and later her aunt, ran the Brent Knoll Post
Office for many years. Penelope’s mother, Carrie Rosina Barnstable, was born in Bristol and
moved to Brent Knoll when her father, Charles Dyke, moved to the village and became a
Grazier.
Unfortunately, no newspaper reports appear to be recorded about the family during the
period when Ralph was living in Woodbine Farm, so I have no further tales to tell of the
family. His name no longer appears in Kelly’s Directories after 1923, suggesting he may well
have moved somewhere else. In fact, the next reference to Woodbine Farm I have seen is
shortly after the Second World War, in 1948, when there was a report that Philip Frost, of
Woodbine Farm, married Ruth (née Imlay).
Continued on page 20
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued
Exactly what happened to the house between those two dates I have not discovered and am
a little uncertain about how Philip Frost managed to be living there at the time of his
wedding.
Philip was born in 1916, so would have been around 32 years old at the time he got married
and Ruth was ten years younger than Philip. There are various references to Philip, which tell
us a little bit about him. The first reference occurs when he was still only six years old and
became a page boy to Minnie Sophia Frost, when she married Harold Townsend at the
United Methodist Church in Brent Knoll. Minnie was the daughter of Ambrose Frost, who
was a farmer living at Ham Farm and a senior steward in the chapel. Minnie had been
organist there for some while and her partner’s father was a well-known and respected
Wesleyan Methodist preacher from Weston-super-Mare. In the report the bridesmaid, Rosie
Frost, was noted as being a cousin of the bride, but the relationship of Philip was not
mentioned. In fact, he was her nephew. Philip’s father, Percival, was Minnie’s brother and
he married Beatrice Gilling in 1914, two years before Philip was born. Whether he moved to
Woodbine Farm is a little uncertain, though the mention of Philip living there does indicate
that he may well have done.
What does seem likely is that Philip found somewhere else to live once he married and a
reference to Peter frost, son of Philip Frost, in a new revised book on the history of Hill Brow
School, does mention that Peter’s father lived at Woodlands (Hill Lane). He became a Parish
Councillor (the year after he married), along with Jack and Gerald Steer, and also represented
Brent Knoll on the Axbridge Rural Council for many years, from 1964. Whilst he was still
single, Philip is recorded as participating in some local tennis tournaments, though his efforts
in the Annual Tourney at Burnham-on-Sea in 1938 were not impressive, losing in the first
round of the singles and also the first round of the Men’s Handicap! In the early 1940s he is
also mentioned as a participant in the Highbridge Bull Sale, which was devoted to British
Friesian Heifers sired by A. I. Bulls (I assume that the A. I. refers to Artificial Insemination).
Next month I intend to start discussing other properties from the W. I. Book unless any
additional information comes to light concerning Woodbine Farm, but I thought I would
finish this discussion with the information provided by the Listed Building Report, as
Woodbine Farm has a two-star rating.
“House, early 19th century, roughcast, pantile roof, coped verges, end brick stacks,
symmetrical frontage, two storeys, three bays.
16-pane sash windows, central door opening, six-panelled door, top four panels glazed, stone
“portico”, flat entablature, moulded cornice, on paired hexagonal columns, similar halfcolumns to walls.”
By the way, if anyone is interested in the book I mentioned, on Hill Brow School, it is available
through the author, Chris Newman and I can provide details of how to contact him. For those
who have never heard of Hill Brow School, it was a Preparatory School for boys which moved
into Somerset Court from Eastbourne in 1940 (when bombing started) and closed in 1966.
John Page (myrtle.bk@gmail.com)
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PAUL DIXON
Carpenter & Joiner
Builder
Extensions
Loft Conversions
Conservatories
Porches Timber/uPVC
Windows/Doors
Staircase
Fitted Furniture

Free Advice and Estimates

Tel: 01278 760521
‘Apple Down’, 76 Brent Street, Brent Knoll,
Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

JA Ross Electrical
Services Ltd

Domestic • Commercial • Industrial • Agricultural
All Works Fully Guaranteed, Insured and Certified

Email: jaross2@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01278 760049

Mob: 07850

000406
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AUTOMANIA

GARAGE SE RVIC E S
CAR &
VAN HIRE

DAY OR
WEEKLY RATES

MOT TESTING
VEHICLE
SERVICING
& REPAIR

01278 784792

30 Berrow Road, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 2EX
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU FROM THE RED COW
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The Ostler family would like to say a Huge Thank You to all the people who
supported the village pub by using our takeaway service during these difficult and
worrying times. Because of your generous and dedicated goodwill we have managed
to just keep our heads above water and are planning to reopen properly on July 4th
2020, providing the government give pubs the go ahead.
We have worked tirelessly to make sure Social distancing measures are in place to
create a clean and safe environment for all that want to visit us. Tables inside have
been spread out providing plenty of room and we’ve utilised the whole building by
moving our family eating area into our function room, giving families lots of extra
space. Also, weather permitting anyone can use our 2 beautiful outside gardens.
Screens are in, hand sanitisers are available in the entrance and exits and we are
sanitising the premises regularly.
Our usual menu will be reinstated and the takeaway service will continue. For more
information about the menu please visit:www.theredcowpub.com or ring 01278 760 234.
Please stay safe and we look forward to seeing you soon.
Kind regards
The Ostler family xx

“200+ Club” Sizzling Summer Draw

The June draw would normally have been made at the Village Fête, but due to Covid19 the draw was made by Bob Filmer, witnessed by Parish Hall Committee members
on Skype following the Parish Hall Committee meeting. The winning numbers were:June
First Prize
Second Prize
Third Prize
Fourth Prize
Fifth Prize
Sixth Prize
Seventh Prize
Eighth Prize
Ninth Prize
Tenth Prize
Eleventh Prize
Twelfth Prize
Thirteenth Prize
Fourteenth
Fifteenth
Prize
Prize
Sixteenth Prize

No.
124
203
308
103
136
340
173
351
150
258
188
192
263
272
186
208

Prize
£ 60
£ 40
£ 40
£ 20
£ 20
£ 20
£ 16
£ 16
£ 12
£ 12
£ 10
£ 10
£ 8
£ 8
£ 6
£ 6

Name
Mr J. Gillard
Mrs E.M. Stewart
Mrs V. Crowe
Mr & Mrs P.S. Dixon
Mrs E. Aitken
Mr M.J. Paulson
Mrs J.E. Wright
Mr & Mrs B.R. Brewer
Miss R. Steer
Mr & Mrs A.W. Rich
Mr R.L. Southwell
Mrs C.O. Ashton
Dr & Mrs D.A. Yates
Mrs J. Peters

Mr & Mrs E.V. Champion

Mr & Mrs J.H.T. Burdge

South Brent Close
Brent Street
Hill Side
Brent Street
Brent Street
Burton Row
Steart Drive
Bristol Road
Brent Street
Burton Row
Brent Street
East Ride
Burton Row
Station Road
Bridgwater Road
Brent Street

Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Puriton
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
B-o-S
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll
Brent Knoll

Thank you to everyone who has supported the Parish Hall by joining the 200+ Club.
This will help make sure that our Parish Hall continues to meet the needs of our local
community and remains at it’s heart.
Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator

Just for Fun – from Church Newsletters

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members
and to the deterioration of some older ones.
This evening at 7.00pm there will be hymn singing in the park across from the Church.
Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.
Foreign Correspondent
JULY/AUGUST
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Somerset’s “Emergency Shop” to continue through July
And Host an “Ice-Cream & Coffee Day”
Having been created within just ten days, the “Emergency Shop” in Brent Knoll
has been running successfully for two months, and will now remain open
throughout July.
That was the decision of the Brent Knoll Community Shop Steering Group, which has
now applied to become a Community Benefit Society – with the aim of creating a
permanent Community Shop and restoring the village Post Office, following the
closure of that village’s shop and Post Office.
The “Emergency Shop”, opened in response to the Covid-19 crisis, has proved to be
a success and will remain open for a third month, and will host another monthly
“special event”.
Following the huge success of the “Brent Knoll Isolation Bake-Off” day in May, when
many villagers baked cakes and made jam to help raise £200 for the community shop
funds, the June event will be an “Ice-Cream & Coffee Day” on Saturday, 27th June.
On that day, when the shop will be open from 9am to 4.30pm, the shop forecourt will
host buskers, a professional barista, and the award-winning maker of Delphini’s icecreams, who will also be serving milk-shakes.
“This is our way of creating a social occasion with social-distancing”, said David
Sturgess – a member of the Brent Knoll Community Shop Steering Group.
“We’ve seen how our customers, and our volunteers, have enjoyed the social contact
– albeit at six feet distance – that our ‘Emergency Shop’ has provided. Our ‘IceCream & Coffee Day’ will create a social event within social-distancing rules”, he
added.
The Brent Knoll team of volunteers will be running a trial event on Saturday 20th June,
with speciality teas and coffees, ahead of the ice-cream event.
“Clearly, our ice-cream event is heavily dependent on the weather. We may have to
postpone it if the weather is against us for Saturday 27th June”, said Mr Sturgess.
https://www.facebook.com/BrentKnollEmergencyCommunityShop/.

David Sturgess

Raising a Smile
A young man is being shown around a computer firm and is introduced to the most
up-to-date sophisticated computer in the world. He is told that he may ask it any
question, on any subject, and it is guaranteed to come up with the correct answer.
The young man asks the computer,
“Where is my father?”
Within a second the computer replies “Playing golf at Sunningdale”.
“Incorrect” says the young man, “my father is dead.”
“The man your mother married is dead,” says the computer, “Your father is playing
golf at Sunningdale”.
Alan Castle
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Your local eye care
and vision specialists

David Bull Optometrists are an acclaimed independent practice,
providing comprehensive eye care to the local community.
We deliver high quality service, using the latest technology,
combined with traditional patient care.

41 High Street, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1PB
Tel. 01278 785743 www.davidbull-optometrists.co.uk
01827 DB Bull Advert.indd
1
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GARMENT REPAIR
& ALTERATIONS
Sewing & Stitching
Zip Replacement
Dress Shortening
Hem Adjusting
CALL: KATHARINE

M: 07752
H: 01278

446007
789668

WE WILL COLLECT
& DELIVER
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Dear Friends,
At the time of writing all church buildings, including St Michael’s, have
been closed for almost three months. It has been a hard time for many
people.
The church however has not been inactive. There has been online
worship at least weekly, prayer and communications through email;
people have been phoning around, keeping in touch and helping out with deliveries of
groceries, prescriptions and any other needs.
It has been a wonderful reminder that the church is a body of people of faith, not a place.
People who share in their love of The Lord Jesus and want to follow Him, firstly by
worshipping God and secondly by serving the community.
Having said that, the building stands as a symbol of that faith in this place for centuries.
As I write, there is much anxiety over when we will be allowed back into the buildings
(this may have happened by the time you read this) and what we will have to do to
remain safe in terms of hygiene and distancing. This means there will be important
decisions to be made by our bishops, by me and the church leadership teams. We will
be balancing what is desirable, what is necessary and essential, and what is sensible
and safe, remembering that many of our community are vulnerable.
We all have decisions to make in life. Sometimes there seems to be a right answer and
the choice may be obvious. However, often there are simply alternatives that may have
different outcomes. Those outcomes may be uncertain, and we are left in a state of
insecurity. Trying to “get it right” can be a cause of anxiety.
Faith can be a tremendous help at times like these. Not praying for a
specific outcome but laying the choices before God in the name of Jesus
and waiting patiently for clarity is not easy when we feel eager to get on with
things. Even then the way we receive the answers is not always clear, but
with trust in God, who has proved Himself to be loving and faithful, time will
reveal the best solutions. It may not be what we want. What we have to do
may not be very easy. The reason for the way we must go may not become
clear until much later.
The problem for prayer to be successful is that it requires a belief that it works and a
recognition that the answer may not be what we expect (or what we ask for). I know from
experience that the answer will be the best for us if we have faith in God’s love and the
patience to wait on God’s time.
With love in Christ,
Revd Kevin Wright, Rector, The Parish of Three Saints

Sedgemoor North West Beat Team

PCSO 7675 Sam Piers
07889 655184
Sam.piers@avonandsomers
et.police.uk
JULY/AUGUST

PC 2357 Tracey Jones
07889 657944
Tracey.jones@avonandsom
erset.police.uk

PCSO 8338 Steve Hemmett
07889 655212
Stephen.hemmett@avonand
somerset.police.uk
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Sedgemoor North West Beat Team

Avon & Somerset Police – Working in Partnership with the Local Community
News from your Neighbourhood Beat Team
I’m sorry that it’s been a while since you last heard from me, but I have just returned from
a long period of sickness, but I’m back!
There is some good news to share with you all. I am pleased to announce that we have
had a change in our working practices and we are now having a PC Beat Manager back
working on designated beats. I would like to welcome PC 2357 Tracey Jones as our
Beat Manager. We have also been joined by PCSO 8338 Steve Hemmett. Our new
team look forward to working with you all. (Contact details on page 27).
Covid has made a lot of difference to our working world and to our local communities.
Brean is all closed up which seems very odd. We thank Lympsham Pavilion for their
efforts for the Thursday ‘night clap for carers and keyworkers’ which is mirrored through
many of the villages. We thank our friends at Brent Knoll Girl Guiding, their little
Rainbow’s coloured in pillow cases and donated them to our team to use a laundry bags
so that our uniform doesn’t contaminate other household washing. They also have made
a beautiful ‘Thankyou’ sign which can be seen at the top end of Brent Street. We thank
all our communities for your continued support it is really appreciated.
I have asked both Tracey and Steve to write a short paragraph introducing themselves
so here you are.
PC 2357 Tracey Jones
Hello, My name is Tracey Jones and I have been a Police Officer for 20 years. I started
my career in Bridgwater and for the last 18 years I have worked within the Burnham and
Cheddar Area. Recently the Constabulary has piloted a trial with our PCSO’s running all
the Beats including our Beat which is the North West. This year it has been decided that
Police Officers will be brought back to the Beats to assist and offer guidance where
needed. I am looking forward to this new challenge, my new Beat and working with new
colleagues. Initial contact will still be your PCSO’s with me as your second point of
contact.
This year has brought us all many challenges with Covid-19 still very much at the
forefront. I wish you all good health and safe times.
PCSO 8338 Steve Hemmett
My name is Steve Hemmett, I have been a PCSO since December 2019.
Since 2004 I have worked in the care sector, I have a degree in bereavement counselling
and also advanced counselling within the addiction sector.
I am registered with the care quality commission as a registered mental health manager
and also have 5 years hands on working with people with brain injuries.
I am still very new to my role within Avon and Somerset constabulary but feel the
experience from my previous employment and life skills will prove invaluable within my
role as a PCSO.
Thought for the month
Don’t forget if you are working in your garden or enjoying the sunshine over a nice cup of
tea in the garden. Make sure your front door/windows are closed and locked and vice
versa if you are in the front garden. Unfortunately opportunists do try their luck and
commit walk in burglaries! Let’s not make it easy from them. Thankfully we haven’t had
any reported issues in our area.
PCSO 7675 Sam Piers
Thank you for your continued support.
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Experienced Lady Gardeners
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Carpets, Vinyls, Luxury Vinyl Tiles,
Woods and Laminates
• Free, no obligation quote and measure service
• Offering you value for money
• A local professional company
• Quality friendly service
• Domestic and commercial work undertaken

Adam Cahill

Carpet & Flooring

info@cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
www.cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
Advanced Karndean Installation Certificate.
CSCS Certified.

01278 782392 | 07919 575253 | 07525 645170

Check out our
independent
reviews
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY
2nd Saturday
18th July
17th October
Next meeting –

Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café
‘Six Machine’ on the Green - Postponed
Harvest Supper – ‘Stop Cocks’
Monday, 13th July and 10th August at 8pm online via Zoom!

S Few

Nature Diary – June
In mid-May we escaped the worst of lockdown, but we had spent the previous two
weeks observing birds in our garden, so this month’s diary concentrates on their
behaviour. The first task was to replenish the bird feeder. I have usually tended to
stop feeding birds in the garden in the Spring but this May has been different.
Our most dramatic visitor has been the greater spotted woodpecker. At one stage
in the month we were seeing them make half a dozen visits to the fat balls during a
period of half an hour. I say them, because it was difficult to sort out whether it was
one, or a number, of birds. Most people will familiar with the red abdomen, which is
common to all greater spotted woodpeckers. What we wanted to do was distinguish
between male, female and immature birds, and the key turns out to be the red
marking on the head. Females have pinkish coloured faces and cheeks. So do
males, but they also have a bright red patch on the back of the head. Surprisingly the
immature has brighter markings than both with a large red patch on the forehead and
no patch on the back of the head. Since we saw birds with all these markings we can
conclude that at least three different birds were amongst our visitors!
Early in the month we watched a song thrush as it paced up and down the lawn.
From an upright position in which it was clearly “alert” to its surroundings, and on the
lookout for danger, it would crouch down and scuttle along a dozen paces. Still
crouching it would incline its head and then peck the lawn vigorously for a few
seconds, often coming up with an earthworm. It would repeat this process two or
three times and then fly off to feed its young, returning within a few minutes to explore
the lawn again. The following week some blackbirds that nested in the garden
began feeding their young. Most of their feeding took place under the bird feeder
where there was plenty of seed material that had been spilt by other birds feeding.
The odd thing we noticed was that the adults continued to feed their young despite
the fact that they were almost the same size as them.
Nothing particularly rare turned up during the month, but it was good to see a
greenfinch visit the garden again. So far this Spring I have only heard one calling in
the village.
May is the month for buttercups and we have seen plenty of these. There are three
common species of buttercup. We are probably all familiar with the tall meadow
buttercup that is most commonly seen in fields, and the creeping buttercup that
likes damp ground, and is a pernicious weed in in the garden. But are people familiar
with the bulbous buttercup? This occurs commonly in open pasture and can be
distinguished from the other two by the fact that it has downturned sepals. These are
the part of the flower that protects the petals before they open. You can see
particularly fine displays of bulbous Buttercups on the top of the Knoll in May.
Ged
JULY/AUGUST
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The Benefits of Lockdown

Because of the Lockdown I have noticed, as I expect many of you have, quite a few
benefits in this self-imposed isolation. Since March, my garden has never looked
better. I have brought on far too many plants in the greenhouse and have given many
away. Generally the weather has been superb and we already look as if we have had
our Spanish holiday without the expense. Just think how miserable we would have
felt if it had occurred over the drab Winter months. I have devoured many more
books than normal. Judy has devoured even more, which is normal, dare I say. We
talk to our children and grandchildren quite often thanks to the Internet. What would it
have been like before the advent of mobile phones and the Internet? It doesn’t bear
thinking about. We have noticed many more birds in the garden and its surrounds.
Birdsong has been phenomenal. Today May 30th I heard a cuckoo for the first time in
many years. It was in full throat in the grounds of 106, Brent Street opposite our
house and was a real pleasure to hear although I don’t suppose small birds would feel
quite the same. I thought I would write about hearing the first cuckoo but then
remembered that the English composer Frederick Delius had beaten me to it in 1912
when he wrote the delightfully evocative ‘On hearing the first cuckoo in Spring.’ Each
week one of our children brings our weekly supply of food and drink which means we
don’t have to go into supermarkets. (Yet another advantage of having children.)
When this is all over I wonder if we will look back at this time and wish it had gone on
longer. As Eric Idle says, “Always look on the bright side”.
BDF
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G B Building & Maintenance
Conservation Builder
Historic, Listed and Traditional Methods
Lime Plastering; Stonework; Cob Walls
Lime Wash Paints; Brickwork

Telephone: Mr Gary Broom on
07776032289 or 01823283212
Listed Heritage Member

Mike Brookes
Tel: 07760 880552
The

info@chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk
www.chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk

Chimney
Cleaning

Company
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Your Summer 2020 Sudokus

Falcon 9 Rocket Sudoku
1
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

9
3
1
5
6
8

I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
2 8 5
1
7
2
2
4
1
5
6
2
8
8
1
3
4
5
2
9
6
3
4
2
4
8
1

Meteor Impact Sudoku

1

9

3

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

A

5

B

3 1
9 7

C
D

2

E

2

F

7

G

1

H

4

2

3

8

4

5 7
9 5

5

6
8

7

4 1

I

9

These 2 Sudokus complement each other. The first depicts the launch of a Falcon 9 rocket
and Crew Capsule which took off from Launch Pad 39A at Cape Canaveral Kennedy Launch
Centre on May 30th. The first time since the Space Shuttle was retired in 2011 that an
American rocket has delivered Astronauts to the International Space Station from America.
The second depicts a large meteor hitting the earth, such as the one that created a huge
impact crater and wiped out the dinosaurs 66 Million years ago. There have been many
extinction events on the planet Earth since it formed 4.5 Billion years ago. If it happened
again, it could wipe out the human species as it did to the dinosaurs.
This might take place thousands or even millions of years from now. Homo sapiens have
only lived 300,000yrs, dinosaurs lived for 180 million yrs, but a meteorite got them in the end
So we need to become a space-faring species whilst we still have the chance!.
Solutions to last month’s Flag Sudokus came from: - Klaus Brenner, Jenny Butters, Pauline
Chadwick, Tim Cromwell, Christine Hall, Mac Hares, John Harper, Arndt Hartmann, Liz
Ibrahim, Vicky Jones, Chris Marsh, Frankie & Geoff New, John Spiers, Ted Toon, Jo Wright.
Please send entries in to david@flockman.com or to 48 Brent Street.
David Filmer
The solutions to last month’s Sudokus are below:-

St Andrew’s Flag

Union Flag

1
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

3

4

1 4 2 8
6 3 7 1
5 8 9 6

5

6

7

8

5
2
4
4 7 8 3 1 2 6 5 9
9 1 3 5 8 6 4 2 7
2 6 5 7 9 4 3 1 8
3 5 6 4 7 8 1 9 2
7 2 1 9 3 5 8 4 6
8 9 4 2 6 1 7 3 5
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1

9

7 9 6 3
9 5 8 4
3 2 7 1

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

1 2
6 7
8 4

3

4

5

6

7

3 4 5 6 7
9 3 1 8 4
5 9 2 7 6

4 3 6
5 9 7
2 8 1

8

9

8 9
2 5
3 1

2 7 5 9 1 8
1 8 3 2 6 4
6 9 4 3 5 7
3 1 2 8 4 9 5 7 6
9 5 8 7 6 2 1 4 3
7 6 4 5 3 1 8 9 2
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Lympsham Gardening Club

As usual, we do not have any meetings in July or August.
As yet we do not know whether we will be able to hold the meeting planned for
Tuesday 8th September with Tony Grey giving tips on Autumn Care for your Borders
and Lawns.
Meanwhile enjoy the Summer in your garden and keep safe.
Mariette Denison

Tree Puzzle - Solution

All the Answers are Trees
He didn’t come from LIME regis, Christopher Columbus was a Spaniard. He got all
SPRUCEd up and rode his HORSE CHESTNUT to an audience with the King and
ELDER statesmen before his voyage to the new world. His strong ship made of OAK
set of with him at the hELM, but it was not all PLANE sailing. When the crew made a
ASH of things he was forced to use the BIRCH, which meant he was not always
POPLAR.
After many weeks at sea the crew began to PINE for home, but they had a great
DEAL of sailing yet to do. After crossing the DATE line, the lookout said he could
CEDAR island. He thought it was CYPRESS but they were sailing in the wrong
direction. It’s India said Columbus, I told YEW so. Any old sea DOG WOOD know
the difference, soon they were dropping anchor in the BAY and ROWAN for the
shore. While crossing the BEECH they looked up and saw a BUCKEYEing them out.
Columbus was in a good mood and treated them to a FIRkin of ale. After weeks at
sea they had all turned a beautiful shade of MAHOGANY the island was of course
mysTEAK.
Columbus called it the West Indies and no one cared a FIG, it was a great
achievement, and now he could rest on his LAURELS and turn ORANGE in the sun.
These are the answers I came up with, If yours are different do not worry it’s all a
case of wasting time during lockdown.
Did you hear about the Yorkshire man who took his poorly cat to the Vet. The Vet
asked him “Is it a Tom?”. To which the Yorkshire man replied, “Nae lad I ‘av it reet
ere int basket.”
Stay Safe
The Rambler

ALONE

It sounds like a loan, something of value
To be repaid but needed for payment
For something coveted but out of reach
Without expensive finance arrangement

She has not died she has just walked away
Packed up and left with a few bits and bobs
Lost the loving feeling, hating routine
Looks like the marriage has gone to the
dogs

It’s like darkness is the absence of light
Almost as death is the absence of life
Alone with his thoughts has a cosy feel
Oh so alone he has just lost his wife.

What are his thoughts as he watches her
go
He’ll miss the cooking and hearing her
moan
He’ll go round the world and have a good
time
But he can’t afford it. He’ll need a loan
JMS 1999
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ENROL NOW!
COURSES FOR
ADULTS
It’s time to do
something for you enrol now for adult
learning!
ADVANCED LEARNER
LOANS AVAILABLE

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST

www.btc.ac.uk

To us the law is personal.
Personal to you, our client.

YOU

nt
lie e
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se

This commitment to quality service is why we are one
of the leading firms in Weston and attract work from
local and national clients.

ex Leg
pe a
rti l
se

Working to your individual requirements is the
difference between getting the job done and getting
the result you want.

Understanding
your needs

Please speak with your local contact Tim Hannah.

01934 623 501
www.powellslaw.com
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Activity on the Bird table
Actually the interest started when Vicky saw a couple of Greater Spotted
woodpeckers in the apple tree, obviously “starting a family”.
In due course, he came to our bird table regularly, to feed the “missus” in isolation,
sitting on her eggs.
As the chicks hatched, he was backwards and forwards all day long, vast quantities of
sunflower seeds were consumed. We sat for hours watching and he really became
quite used to us being around. Then, what a thrill, the bird came back with a
youngster which sat on top of the feeder asking for food. We are very lucky, having
goldfinches, robins, blue and great tits, a green finch, etc., all visiting us, which really
reminds me of a lovely poem.

“Leisure” by William Henry Davis:What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauty’s glance,
And watch her feet, how they can dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can
Enrich that smile her eyes began.
A poor life this is if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
Sally Wingate

JULY/AUGUST
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Postcards of Brent Knoll

This month I am showing the same scene
as last month, but from a slightly different
angle and revealing something which was
not apparent in the earlier picture. It is,
of course, the entrance to Church Lane,
with, on the left, the same cottage, but on
the right the former entrance to the
garden of the Manor House. This postcard also
does not have a date on it, unfortunately, but on
the reverse it says that it was produced by J. J.
Barnstable, Post Office, Brent Knoll. Julia Jane
Barnstable became sub-postmistress in 1904 and
remained there until 1922, when, at the age of 60
she handed the duties over to her brother.
Perhaps the costumes worn here suggest the
picture is a little later than the one from last
month. Interestingly the building shown at the far right is not included on the map, so must
have been added sometime after 1888, when the map was created.
John Page
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Serving Food All Day
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
(Sunday lunch – Bookings
advisable)
14 Hotel Bedrooms
Function Rooms available for
Private Hire, Parties, Weddings,
Christenings, Business Meetings or
Private Dining
Children’s Play Area - Dog Friendly
- Outside Garden
Seating Available in our
Restaurant, Bar or Diner
Tel 01278 760 008 - Website:
www.foxandgooseinn.com
We look forward to seeing you ……

re love
Your upholstered furniture may be looking a little tired,
but you can fall in love with it all over again when you
get it re-upholstered by Furniture Care Centre.
Call today to arrange a home visit and free, no
obligation quotation.

Call 07825 852285
or email fcc@castelangroup.com

Furniture Care Centre is part of the Castelan Group. Alpha House, Sunnyside Road North, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 3QY
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Crossword - Answers
Across -

1) October
6) Hop
8) Irene
9) Equal
10) Glutton
12) Lyre
14) Abba
15) Peking
18) Far
19) Threat
22) Love

23) Span
25) Abysmal
28) Proof
29) Thump
30) Ski
31) Scenery

Down 1) Open-cast
2) Taut
3) Billy
4) Ridge
5) Reduce
6) Heat
7) Pain
11) Own
12) Lake
13) Raft
15) Prop

16) Kiln
17) Greenfly
20) Hob
21) Armour
23) Slips
24) Ample
25) Alps
26) Yeti
27) Zone
Roy Ainsworth

Now Where Did That Come from?

Eating humble pie; is to make an apology for some misdemeanour and thereby
accepting humiliation in the process. The expression dates back to the Middle Ages
and the Banquet that would be held following a hunt. At such a feast, the Lord of the
Manor and his peers would be served the finest cuts of meat, with the poorer cuts,
entrails and offal packed into a pie, served to those of a lower standing or those out of
favour with his Lordship. It was quite common for people to be humiliated, finding
themselves seated at the wrong end of the table served “humble pie” and that is how
the phrase caught on though Britain to this very day.
More next time,
Roger Ward

“Have you seen Jimmy’s new dog?”
“No, what’s he got now?”
“Well, it’s one of these rescue dogs, he calls it willy?”
“How’s it doing then?”
“Well it rescued two puppies, the only trouble is Willy takes them back to the
rescue centre!”
“Well trained!”
JULY/AUGUST
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Marie Curie’s famous fundraising campaign goes
virtual to recover devastated fundraising income

Marie Curie’s famous Blooming Great Tea Party is
going virtual this year and the charity needs tea party
hosts in Somerset more than ever before to make up for
the devastating effect the coronavirus crisis has had on
the charity’s income.
The end of life charity is calling on you to throw a
Blooming Virtual Tea Party from home this Summer.
While staying indoors is the new normal, throwing a
virtual tea party is a fun way to stay connected to the ones you love during this time and
a great way to support nurses working on the frontline of the crisis.
In people’s homes across Somerset, the charity is caring for people with terminal
illnesses, as well as people with Covid-19, and is protecting the NHS by keeping patients
away from hospital. However, as the charity has stepped up its support for the nation, its
fundraising income has been devastated by the impact of lockdown measures – it had to
cancel its Great Daffodil Appeal in March and closed all its charity shops shortly after.
That is why the charity and its celebrity ambassador, Mel Giedroyc, are encouraging
everyone to download Zoom, Skype or Houseparty and connect with friends and family
while raising some money at the same time.
Cake lover and tea party extraordinaire, Mel Giedroyc says: “You can bake it, fake it,
brew it or stew it – whatever your cup of tea, Marie Curie’s Blooming Great Tea Party is
going ‘virtual’ this year and it’s a simple way to keep in touch with your chums, while
raising money for a wonderful cause, which, I think you’ll agree, we all need right now.
“Marie Curie needs to raise a massive £2.5million each week to care for the tens of
thousands of people who need its nursing and hospice care. This year, the amazing
nurses and frontline staff need you more than ever, as the fundraising events they rely on
have all been cancelled.
“I’ve met their nurses before. They are inspiring, kind, caring and loving people who are
currently caring for people at the end of their lives and keeping people out of
hospital, helping the NHS cope with the Coronavirus crisis. Every last crumb of the
money you raise will help people at the end of their lives. So please join me by raising a
cuppa, and some money, in your lounge or garden for the Marie Curie Nurses on the
front line”.
Riona Houghton, Marie Curie Community Fundraiser in Somerset said: “Our Blooming
Great Tea Party looks a little different this year but I think everyone needs an excuse to
meet up with their friends and family – online of course – and check in on the people they
love. If you can do that while raising some money for Marie Curie, then your generous
donations will enable us to help even more people at the end of their lives get the care
they need in this time of uncertainty.
“We rely on the support of the amazing public to ensure our nurses can keep caring for
people. And while the coronavirus crisis has badly impacted our fundraising events, we
hope by going virtual we’ll be able to raise the vital funds we need to keep supporting
people in our communities across Somerset.”
To register as a Blooming Virtual Tea Party host visit www.mariecurie.org.uk/teaparty or
call 0800 716 146 for you fundraising pack full of hints, tips, recipes and fundraising
ideas.
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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PLUMBING
BY GEORGE Ltd!
Brent Knoll

Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside
taps, Shower replacements, etc.
Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades
Boiler servicing

Tel: 07813 321 197
Company number: 9523398
A company registered in England & Wales

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

Country Retreat Set in
the Heart of Somerset

Near Weston-Super-Mare,
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents
• WIFI
• Fully equipped holiday cottages also
available for house moves, relocation

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com
www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

• Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available
• Used touring caravans for sale
• Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold
Registered (G&S Storage)
a5-landscape.indd 1

DulhornHoliday

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

DulhornFarmHP

07/12/2017 22:03

4747

Crossword

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

16

17

Across -

1) Great
story
that’s a delight for 9
10
the
backward
reader (4)
11
3) Seal’s
experience
a 12
narrow
escape
11
(5,5)
9) Hand out cards
15
to
do 14
business (4)
10) No single bed,
we hear, will
18
do for this
player (6-4)
19
20
12) Boisterous
actors
get 21
22
23
plastered (9)
13) Number
of
surgery
patients
– 24
heavens
above! (5)
14) Rafter, though
26
thick, needs this bit
added later (12)
18) Supply fuel or components with a definite aim in mind (12)
21) Rod for getting fish (5)
22) Holy church cutting short right of admission in middle of upheaval (9)
24) Showing up pretence (10)
25) Girl in port abandoning so-called cruise (4)
26) Unwanted third person may be made a fool of (10)
27) Reinstate Test broadcast (4)

Down 1)
2)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
11)

The arrogance (not imaginary) of stars (8)
Create scale for qualified person (8)
Sponge in a dessert used up (5)
Boats sure to blow up destroyers (9)
One who arranges flats and properties (5-7)
North American father’s in pain (6)
Succeed, securing right to guarantee (6)
All-inclusive price of ticket for the highway
(12)
15) How to convert coop to store, for example
(9)

13

25

27

16) Policemen in uniform attached to sections of
the Yard (8)
17) Print company unable to get various parts
(8)
19) Emerged from second crash (6)
20) It’s too much, denying one opportunity to
rise (6)
23) I see you are talking about new contract (5)

Roy Ainsworth

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY

The monthly Parish Surgery will be discontinued until meetings resume, however
please do phone or email the clerk if you have any issues that you need to discuss.

Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk Mobile Tel 07917 445 215
JULY/AUGUST
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Useful Village Contacts:

Contact
e-mail
Telephone
Revd. Kevin Wright
priest.tpots@gmail.com
760844
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
769082
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
769082
Miss Frances James
760287
Mike Smith
760691
Church Cleaners
Weit Harper
760803
Church Flowers
Mrs Marion Vining
760612
Poppy Organiser
Mrs Sally Wingate
760610
Brass Cleaners
Miss Frances James
760287
Methodist Church,
Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk
784808
Janet Southwell
760445
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers
783920
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright,
422703
Member of Parliament
James Heappey
James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk
01749 343255
County Councillor
Bob Filmer
BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk
760760
District Councillor
Bob Filmer
bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk
760760
Andrew Gilling
andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk
01934 750580
Parish Council,
Clerk
Owen Cullwick
clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk
07917 445215
Chairman
Colin Townsend
colinstownsend@me.com
760226
Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett
andreah@sentinor.com
760099
Footpath Contact Cynthia Trivett–Bill
cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com
760198
Parish Hall
Booking Secretary Jenny Butters
jenny.butters@onetel.com
760477
Bazaar
Eddie Fuller
eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
760308
Chairman
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
760760
Secretary
Sandra Few
sjfizzard@aol.com
760451
Doctor
Dr S L Aung
760313
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline
111
Western Power Distribution
Power Cut?
105
WRVS Prescription Service
760313
Brent Knoll Primary School
Chris Burman
office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk
760546
Toddlers Group
Jane Hannah
timothyhannah@aol.com
760629
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School
Cathy Hurley
769126
Village Shop
760225
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
760760
Distribution
Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
760308
Police PCSO 7675
Sam Piers
Sam.piers@avonandsomerset.police.uk 07889 655184
Police Non-Emergency Number
101
Rhyne Problems
Lower Axe Draining Board
789906
Village Agent
Kim Wilcox
Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk
07943 555519
National Trust Honorary Ranger
Ged Keele
769010
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll
Parochial Church Council, Secretary,
Church Administrator
Church Warden

Village Societies:

All-Sorts Community Choir
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)
Conservative Branch
Ecumenical Group
Good Companions
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows
Royal British Legion
Short Mat Bowling Club
Table Tennis Club
Tennis Club
Women’s Institute
Women’s Society
E&OE
BRENT KNOLL NEWS

Sue Toon
sue.toon@btinternet.com
Sarah Joyce
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Revd. Margaret Trapp
Mrs Ann Robson
Jane Sinnott
jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk
Rod Southwell
Alan Castle
John Mathews
Alison Hillyer
Janet Southwell
Julie Baker

760753
787493
760760
760573
760981
760445
760424
07414 868333
01934 815407
760445
751229
JULY/AUGUST
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BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE
SCARECROW WEEKEND
19th & 20th September 2020
THE THEME IS ANNOUNCED.......THE THEME IS ANNOUNCED.......THE THEME IS ANNOUNCED....
DIARYS OUT EVERYONE!!! POP THESE DATES IN AND GET YOUR THINKING CAPS ON!!!
2020 has certainly given us some challenges and we are all having to adjust to a very different way of life
for a while. Lots of village events have been cancelled so we decided that as the Scarecrow Weekend is
later in the year....

THE SHOW MUST GO ON!!!
As a village, let’s all get behind this and make this the best thing to happen in 2020. Making your
scarecrow could be a great family project during lockdown. We will, of course, heed advice from
the government with regard to social distancing, etc. so we can best organise the event for all to
enjoy.
The past 8 years, we had an absolutely fantastic response from the village with approximately 60
scarecrows each year, and the atmosphere in the village over the weekend has been fabulous.
We would very much appreciate your support and enthusiasm for the event again this year.

Our theme this year is

‘‘NUM8ER5”
Think of a film, book, Royalty, TV character/programme, song, band, event, saying or
children’s rhyme which includes a number or a numerical reference. Here’s some inspiration;
Oceans 11, 007, 3 times a lady, Richard III, One Direction, Catch 22, 12345 Once I caught a
fish alive – There are so many to choose from, so start NUM8ER crunching!! and see what you
and your family can think of.
With the possibility of winning over £125 in prizes as well as supporting our local rainbow,
brownie & guide groups, it’s a struggle to find a good reason not to take part in this Scarecrow
Trail.
And it’s FREE to enter!! So go on, together with your family or group put your thinking caps on;
search the house for ideas, reminisce or browse the internet, choose your character and send in
your entry form.
Note: Entries must be returned to Jane Sinnott no later than Saturday 1st
August 2020. Please don’t delay, once you have an idea get your entry in!! We will accept any
late entries but would ask that they are brought to the Parish Hall for display as the maps and
trail sheets would have already been produced.
Newbie to the village or not entered before? This could be your year! Join in the fun! If you have
any queries with regard to the arrangements, need ideas or need to know how to make or position
your scarecrow please contact the organisers – we will be happy to help!
FULL DETAILS AND PHOTOS OF PREVIOUS
http://brentknollscarecrows.weebly.com.

YEARS

ON

THE

BK

SCARECROW

WEBSITE

Little tip - GET YOUR ENTRY IN AS SOON AS YOU KNOW WHAT YOU WANT TO DO!!
Characters will be reserved on receipt of completed entry forms. If your chosen character has already
been reserved, we will contact you on receipt of your application so you can choose an alternative.

BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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PRIZES AND SPONSORS
Best Scarecrows chosen by the judges
£50 first prize
£30 second prize
£20 third prize
For the Trail Prize
£25 prize for one lucky winner
We hope everyone in the village will take part in this event by either making their own scarecrow or taking
part in the trail.

Brent Knoll Scarecrow Trail - Rules and Guidelines

The competition and trail will run from the 19th September and 20th September 2020 – 10am –
4pm each day. Scarecrow entries, however, must be in by 1st August 2020. Scarecrows need to
be visible each day of the Trail from 9.30am to 4.30pm.
Organisations and families entering a scarecrow in the competition should do their best to
maintain their scarecrow in good condition throughout the trail. It is recommended that
scarecrows in the front of garden of private houses are set back from their front boundary
fences to minimize the risk of vandalism. The organisers take no responsibility for any damage
to property or scarecrows. If you wish to restrict access to your property, please erect a notice
to that effect at the front boundary of your property. (People following the trail are unlikely to
pass through gates but may well walk up open driveways.) Commercial premises may wish to
display their scarecrow either standing or seated outside during the hours they are open and in
the window when closed.
The organisers will provide a laminated A4 poster that must be displayed with your scarecrow.
The organisers will take photographs of all the registered scarecrows during the two days of the
Trail. Registration of a scarecrow permits the trail organizers to use these photographs for
publicity purposes.
The first prize for the best scarecrow is £50, the second prize is £30 and the third prize is £20.
The prize for the completed trail sheets (drawn from a hat if more than one correct entry) is £25.
All prizes are accompanied by a certificate and decided by a panel of judges chosen by the
organisers. The judge’s decision will be final and there can be no dispute. The prize winners will
be announced in the Parish Hall on Saturday 20th September at 3pm.
The theme this year is “NUM8ER5”. Characters will be reserved on receipt of completed entry
forms. If your chosen character has already been reserved we will contact you on receipt of your
application so you can choose an alternative. All scarecrows should be approximately one and a
half to two metres tall and props may be used. Thought should be given to how well materials
used might weather during the weekend. See the simple scarecrow-building guide for some
helpful hints on the Scarecrow website.
Entry is open to any household in Brent Knoll village and any organisations or businesses in the
village. This year we will welcome entries to anyone living outside of the village but who have a
connection with the village (work or attend a club in the village, children attend Brent Knoll
School, Tadpoles pre-School, Guides, Brownies or Rainbows) If you need a location to display
your scarecrows, please contact the organisers for details on display locations.
Completed entry forms must be submitted no later than 1st August 2020. Priority will be given to
early applicants should we have to limit the numbers. If you have any further questions please
text Jane Sinnott on 07929939270 or email: jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk.
Website for further information: http://brentknollscarecrows.weebly.com
JULY/AUGUST
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Brent Knoll Scarecrow Trail 2020
Entry Form

Name.............................................................Family name, business, organisation or group

Contact Name ................................................. if business, organisation or group

Address ........................................................................................................

............................................................................... Post Code .....................

Telephone Number .................................. Email address: .....................................

Scarecrow Name .....................................................................................
NUM8ER5 ..............................................................................................

My/our scarecrow *will/will not be displayed at the above address. If not, please give details of
Address or request location...................................................................................

I/we have read and fully understand the rules and guidelines of the competition.

Signed ....................................................................

Date ...........................

Please return this form to Jane Sinnott by
email: jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk or text 07929939270 by 1st August 2020 latest.
We will acknowledge receipt of your entry. If you have not heard from us within 48 hours,
please contact us again. Thank you.
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Just for Fun – Word Search

All the words in the list can be found in the grid in the form of a box. Each word reads
either horizontally, vertically, diagonally, forwards or backwards.
Roy Ainsworth
Calm
Prudent
T N W R M M Y D A E T S T
Check
Quell
E G E I W L M N S E T R E
Control
Remission
T C L T R A I M M L O V A
Curb
Reserve
A D O T F C O P R T E L L
Even
Restrain
R N E N T O E T R N L Y A
Gentle
Serene
E O N S T R S R E E W L P
Lessen
Smooth
D I E H A R E R S G H R L
Mild
Soften
O S R T W S O S T T U M A
Moderate
Steady
M S E B E T E L T D A R R
Neutral
Temperate
H I S R G N L T E R G G T
A M V U L E T N G H A M U
C E A C U R T E K L I I E
T R U Q K C E H C L L O N

Brent Knoll News – Advertising 2020 / 2021
Thank you to all the advertisers who have advertised with us in the Brent Knoll News
this year. It has been another good year for our village magazine, with more articles
and contributors and it has continued to be a FREE publication, delivered to every
home in the village. We are also available online through the Village web site, so the
magazine is now seen by an even wider audience.
The web address is
http://www.brentknollvillage.co.uk/bknews.htm.
I will be writing to existing advertisers in July to ask they would like to continue to
advertise in the Brent Knoll News in 2020/2021 and they will have the first option for
advertising space.
If you, or you someone you know, who would be interested in having a regular
advertising space in the Brent Knoll News and currently do not have an advert, please
contact me on bob@flockman.com with the size of advert required, I will add you to
our waiting list and contact you, should a space become available.
The cost of advertising with us is as follows:Size
Annual p/copy/year
Advert
£120
2.0p
1/2 page 13cm x 9cm Landscape
£ 60
1.0p
1/4 page
6cm x 9cm
Portrait
£ 60
1.0p
1/4 page 13cm x 4.5cm Landscape
£ 30
0.5p
1/8 page 6cm x 4.5cm Landscape
n/a
Insert
A5

One off p/copy
£ 24
4.4p
£ 12
2.2p
£ 12
2.2p
£ 6
1.1p
£ 48
8.9p

As you will appreciate, we have limited space available in the magazine, it would be
most helpful if you could let me know, as soon as possible, if you would like to
advertise in the Brent Knoll News in 2020/21. Advertising spaces of various sizes will
be allocated on a first come first served basis.
Bob Filmer
JULY/AUGUST
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Diary for July

Page

1st SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
1st Parish Council – Public Session
Online via Zoom
7.00pm
7
Parish Council Meeting
Online via Zoom to follow immediately
4th Pubs Reopen (Hopefully!!)
Red Cow
23
4th American Independence Day
5th Online Service with Revd Kevin Wright each Sunday via YouTube 10.00am
3
6th International Kissing Day!
6th Green Waste Collection
Your House
Early!!
8th SORT IT+ Recycling
Your House
Early!!
13th Parish Hall Committee meeting
Online via Zoom
8.00pm
31
14th Bastille Day
15th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
20th Green Waste Collection
Your House
Early!!
22nd SORT IT+ Recycling
Your House
Early!!
29th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
30th International Friendship Day

August

1st Deadline for Scarecrow entries
3rd Green Waste Collection
5th SORT IT+ Recycling
10th Parish Hall Committee meeting
11-13th Perseid Meteor Shower
12th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
15th Deadline for September Brent Knoll News
17th Green Waste Collection
19th SORT IT+ Recycling
26th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
31st August Bank Holiday

Your House
Your House
Online via Zoom
Your House
Your House
Your House
Your House

Early!!
Early!!
8.00pm
Early!!
12.00 noon
Early!!
Early!!
Early!!
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POSTAL Subscription

The Brent Knoll News is available by post for those outside the village. All you need
to do is to send name and address together with a cheque for £15 (incl. UK postage),
to the editor, payable to “Brent Knoll News” and we’ll do the rest, you could even
give it as a present!

Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!!

Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting? Then
why not share it with the village? We publish most items and others may find your
article interesting.

Deadline for the September 2020 Issue –

All contributions to be received by noon on Saturday 15th August, to:bob@flockman.com The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions. Views
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of
the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or amend any contribution.

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk

BRENT KNOLL NEWS

JULY/AUGUST

We are open with a
new takeaway menu

The Red Cow

Opening times
Lunch: 12-2pm
Evening: 5-7.30pm
Please find at:
Collection or Delivery
www.theredcowpub.com
is available to the
or ring 01278 760234
local area
Traditional Food
Social distancing measures are in place

Come and see us at Burnham Swim & Sports Academy, Berrow Rd
Chartered Physiotherapists Liz & Andy Gardner
are HCPC & CSP registered
to assess and treat a variety of injuries
Sports injuries & massage
Acupuncture • Back pain & sciatica
Joint & muscle pains • Neck pain & headaches
Registered with all major insurance providers

Please visit us online or
call to make a booking

01278 785221

www.centralsomersetphysio.co.uk
enquiries@centralsomersetphysio.co.uk

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

In these challenging times

we are here to keep
your business growing
leaflets and
brochures

posters and
signage

menus and
stationery

and more

CALL 01278 423 637
E

SALES@BWWPRINT.CO.UK

W

WWW.BWWPRINT.CO.UK

Herswell Business Park | Salmon Parade | Bridgwater | TA6 5PY

