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BRENT TREE SERVICES
Proprietor
David Bateman
NCH(Arb)1994 : Tech. Cert.(Arbor.A)2011

FOR ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK
Fully Insured

19 Killarney Ave, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1NB

TEL: 01278 787187
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The Parish of Three Saints

St Christopher, Lympsham

St Michael, Brent Knoll

St Mary, East Brent

Contacts

Rector of The Benefice of Three Saints
Reverend Kevin Wright
The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ
Tel 01278 760844 or Mobile 07764 170463
e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com

Friday is the Vicar's day of rest
Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ
Tel 01278 769082
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com
Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk
Churchwardens
St Michael’s, Brent Knoll
Frances James 01278 760287
Mike Smith
01278 760691 / mjbsmith87@gmail.com
Church Treasurer – Jim Hanmer
01934 750076 / office.tpots@gmail.com
PCC Secretary – Mrs Carole Carter
01278 769082 / office.tpots@gmail.com�
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Baptisms
To arrange a Baptism, contact the Rector or Church
Administrator.
Please also see Church of England website for more
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org

Weddings
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates
and times, also talk with you about the qualifying
connection you must have with the Parish and to take your
contact details.
You will then be contacted by The Rector to arrange a
mutually convenient time to meet to discuss your
commitment and requirements.
Please also see Church of England website for more
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org

Funerals
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Church
Administrator or Rector to arrange your requirements.
*******************

Visit our website –
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Facebook: TPOTS
Twitter: @TPOTS6

Public Worship and Private Prayer - December 2020

Please go to the website: www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk for the latest
news about services in church and on-line.
*Online worship can be accessed on YouTube
Search for “Three Saints Revd Kevin” or go to www.theparishofthreesaints.org for a link

For your safety
The church buildings are currently locked at all other times.
Please do not ask for access.
Please check at www.theparishofthreesaints.org for latest updates

Church Register –
At Rest -

Sally Jane Hutchings

Kevin Wright

Derek Russell Wootton

Appeal

There must be someone out there who could be the treasurer for the Parish of Three
Saints (TPOTS) nothing can run without a treasurer, but it doesn't always have to be
a regular churchgoer.
P Chadwick

Meet & Eat

O how we miss you all. We hope that you are all well and safe. We look forward to
2021 when hopefully we can all meet again. We send you and your families our best
wishes for Christmas.
Liz, Rosemary, Weit & Bella
NOVEMBER
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com)
Minister

Revd. Steve Bennett

There is not much in the way of “news” from us here at Brent Knoll Methodist Church, as you
can imagine. Our Chapel has been closed since the initial lockdown back in March and at the
time of writing, we’re in the middle of the second. As reported in November’s issue of Brent
Knoll News, we have made the decision to remain closed until next year but we will, of course,
let you know as soon as we will be re-opening.
Of course, “next year”, isn’t that far away and when this magazine comes out, we will be in
Advent. A very different Advent, I’m sure, for Christians of all denominations, as we look
forward to what will be a very different Christmas. Advent is a time when Christians take stock
and reflect during the period leading up to the joy of Christmas day, when we remember the
birth of Christ. A time of darkness culminating in the arrival of the light of the world.
And this has indeed been, for many, a dark year. For many it’s been one filled with fear and
uncertainty and for some, loss. It’s been a year, the like of which, none of us has experienced
before.
But Advent is also a time of great hope. And as we look back to where we were in March of this
year to where we are now, there is, indeed, much to be hopeful about. Treatments for this
wretched virus have been improving and are proving to be more effective. Vaccines are being
developed. No, we’re not as far along as we had hoped we’d be, but we’re heading in the right
direction. The hope of Advent ends with the coming of that great light which is Jesus Christ.
Born in poverty, far from home, hounded from his country and forced into exile with his family
due to the paranoia of a tyrant King, things couldn’t have looked more bleak for this tiny helpless
baby. But this child, born into a world in which everything seemed to be against him, became
the most extraordinary man ever born. A man who emerged undefeated, even from death itself.
From all of us here at Brent Knoll Methodist Church, we are continuing to hold you and each
other tightly in our prayers. And may the hope of Advent and the true joy of Christmas sustain
you all through these difficult times as we look forward to a brighter future and a happier New
Year. Always remembering that “this too shall pass”.
We wish you every blessing that this season promises. God bless.
Rosemary Krull

Toddlers

The Teddies are now preparing for Christmas, although a rather different one this
year and they thought that you would like to know what they are doing:
We are all keeping fit and well and hope you are too. This Christmas we may not be
able to see or visit many of the toys, friends and family we love, but it is very
important to remind them that we think of them often and always have a place for
them in our hearts. We are having fun making little presents for each other and
busy writing cards - you could do the same.
We have also been going through the Christmas Story using the Toddlers’ soft crib figures.
Mary, Joseph and the donkey have started their long journey to Bethlehem where Mary will have
her baby. We have put the stable out ready for them and filled the manger with soft hay as a
bed for the new baby who will be named Jesus. We are practising ‘Away in a Manger’ ready to
sing to Jesus whose birthday we celebrate on Christmas Day.
Some of our toddlers and one of our helpers also celebrate birthdays in December, so we would
like to say “Happy Birthday” to Rosemary, Annabelle, Lacey and Alys.
We will not be able to have our Christmas Party together this year but we have it on good
authority that Father Christmas will be putting all the necessary safety measures in place to
enable him to make his normal deliveries on Christmas Eve, but you must be in bed asleep
before he arrives!
The Teddies, all the toys, Margaret, Rosemary, Gill and Jane wish you, your families and carers
Peace and Joy this Christmas. We are still unable to meet as a group but stay safe and enjoy
the magic of Christmas.
The Teddies, (with a little help from Jane)

BRENT KNOLL NEWS

NOVEMBER

The choice is yours
Our new showroom at East Brent has been
designed to give customers the chance to
review our extensive product range in a
relaxed, peaceful environment. Unfortunately
we cannot open the showroom fully until
restrictions are lifted but we can offer you
the option of a virtual tour or a visit by
appointment. Please ring us for more details.
8 Mill Batch Farm, East Brent,
Near Highbridge, TA9 4JN

Tel: 01278 760616 / 01749 671431
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com
www.thekingfisherfamily.com

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

Computer Problems? We come to you!
Services include:
• Problem Solving & Repairs • Broadband Problems
• iPhone/iPad help
• Virus/Spyware Removal • Performance Improvement • Upgrades
• New PC Systems
• Wireless Networking
• Websites
Mobile engineers covering Burnham, Highbridge, W-s-M
and surrounding villages

Engineer: 0 7 9 7 3 5 3 6 2 9 9
Office: 01278 787846
E-mail enquiry: sales@e-cps.co.uk

www.e-cps.co.uk
Serving home & business users for over 15 years

Est. 1996

SHORT NOTICE VISITS OFTEN POSSIBLE • EVENINGS & WEEKENDS ALSO AVAILABLE

TRU-CLEAN
W I N D
W
C L E A N I N G
Domes�c & commercial windows
Conservatory roofs
Solar panels

Power washing
Gu�er / fascia / soﬃt cleaning
UPVC restora�on

Tel: 07378 194141
Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

77

News from the Parish Council
Virtual Meetings in November

Councillors attending: Cllrs Borland, Filmer, Freestone, Harper, Holmes, Knott,
Summers and Townsend (Chairman). The Clerk and 1 member of the public.
Apologies from: Cllrs Camp, Hurkett and Trivett-Bill

Prior to the Start of the meeting
Dr Niall Moore kindly gave the Parish Council an update on the current thinking
regarding the Community Shop and reiterated the steering groups continuing plans to
establish a Community shop within the village in 2021.
Decisions were taken on the following Matters

1.
2.
3.
4.

To appoint Atlas of Wellington to undertake our Health and Safety obligations.
To seek alternative location for our newly agreed Dog Bin.
To hold discussions with East Brent Parish Council regarding the sharing of Speed
Indicator Devices.
To approve the Council meeting diary for 2021.

Reports were received from
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

County and District reports from Cllr Filmer.
Footpaths Updates from the footpaths team.
Highways report from Cllr Borland.
Village Green Report from duty Councillor.
Police and Crime Report and Ham Road Speed watch group.

Finance Reports
The Clerk presented the monthly financial payment details in line with current financial
regulations and also presented a draft budget for consideration of members and in readiness
for setting a precept Budget in December for 2021/22.

Matters of Report for Next meeting
School Placement Numbers.
Post Box reinstatement.
Gas Box surrounding post damage during gas pipe works.
Bakers Field lettings Policy.

Meeting Times
The Parish Council next Virtual meeting on December 2nd, 7pm. If anyone wishes to
join the meeting, can they please contact the clerk in advance.
A full set of minutes available on the website or by email request to the clerk.
Contact the Clerk for any Council matters
Owen J Cullwick, Tel No. 07917 445 215 clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk

Sedgemoor North West Beat Team

PCSO 7675 Sam Piers
07889 655184
Sam.piers@avonandsomers
et.police.uk
NOVEMBER

PC 2357 Tracey Jones
07889 657944
Tracey.jones@avonandsom
erset.police.uk

PCSO 8338 Steve Hemmett
07889 655212
Stephen.hemmett@avonand
somerset.police.uk
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Bishop’s letter - Bringing comfort and joy

One of our oldest (16th century) English carols tells us that the
story of Jesus’ birth as a baby into our world is good news,
bringing “tidings of comfort and joy”. And don’t we just need
comfort and joy at this moment!
We know that Christmas will not be the same this year. The usual
gatherings of family and friends will not have the same shape this
year. Traditional carol services and Midnight Mass may not be possible either, but that
doesn’t mean that Christmas is cancelled!
This year, more than ever, we need to carol the words, ‘comfort and joy’. We need to
find new and novel ways of telling the Christmas story. The Church of England and our
own diocesan team has provided plenty of ideas by which we can bring Christmas to our
communities. I’m going to be both a tax collector and a donkey in some of our diocesan
video re-telling of the story!
Perhaps even more important is how we can personally be messengers of comfort and
joy. Who do you know who might need you to bring them so comfort this Christmas?
Maybe someone who is alone, especially anxious, grieving a loved one? How could you
offer comfort and support?
And as for joy…? Perhaps we ourselves need to rediscover the joy of the Christmas
story. What could be more wonderful than knowing that God loves us so much that even
though it was costly, He chose to come and join us in a world, dark with fear and
suffering, and bring the light of His presence!
Bishop Ruth

Crossword

1

2

3

Across -

1) Lithe (6)
9
4) Veer (6)
9) Nervous (coll) (7)
10) Mental picture (5)
11) Spicy Mexican sauce or 11
dip (5)
12) Supposition (7)
13) Give and take (5)
13
14
15) Expressionless (5)
20) Sea-fish of cod family (7)
17
22) Deep
toned
string
instrument (5)
20
24) Permeate (5)
25) Skittle (7)
26) Tiresome (6)
24
27) Extreme Fear (6)
Down 1) Most up to date (6)
2) Pig food (5)
26
3) Fruit grove (7)
5) Complain (5)
6) Make a new formation (7)
7) Chancellor’s traditional house number (6)
8) Greek Nature Goddess (5)
14) Loudly enough to be heard (7)
16) Driver’s permit (7)
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5

6

7

8
10

12

15

16

18

19

21

22

23

25

27

17) Absolution (6)
18) Foul smelling black and white animal (5)
19) Angular recess (6)
21) Atlantic. Pacific, etc. (5)
23) Pariah (5)
Roy Ainsworth
NOVEMBER
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Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.
We understand the expense of maintaining
your home and we work with you to take the
stress out of funding repairs, improvements or
adaptations.
We see you as an individual, not a credit score.
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide
you through the process of applying for a home
improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment
or more information visit
www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

ROSEMARY’S FLORIST
Family-owned Local Qualified Florist

Friendly, Personalised Service
Arrangements, Bouquets & Gifts
Weddings • Funerals • All Special Occasions
Same Day Local & Nationwide Deliveries
Interflora Member

Tel: 01278 784446

www.rosemarysflorist.co.uk

5 Regent Street, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 1AX
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ENROL NOW!
COURSES FOR
ADULTS 2021

Make it a resolution!

ENROL ONLINE
TODAY
ADVANCED LEARNER
LOANS AVAILABLE

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST

www.btc.ac.uk

ALL YOUR
UNDERGROUND TANKS AND DRAINAGE
PRODUCTS
Septic Tanks
Pumping Station
Sewage Treatment Plants
Cesspools
Rainwater Recycling Units
OTHER SERVICES
Free Consultation
Tank and Drainage Installation
Servicing and Breakdown on
Pumping Stations, Treatment Systems etc.
Bespoke Tanks Designed and Manufactured
Exemption/Discharge Obtained
After Sales Support

Tel: 01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk
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Lockdown books

During the first week of lockdown in the Summer, when in tidying mode, I unearthed a
leather briefcase from under the stairs containing two manuscripts.
One was written by my grandfather, Ernest Samways, entitled ‘Seventy-nine years on
drugs’! He was born in 1885 and lived to be 100. He describes his life as a pharmacist
in various places in the West Country, London, Watford and finally Dorset. He even
spent time in Weston-super-Mare. It is a delightful account of his lifetime and the
development of pharmacy before and after Lloyd George’s Health Insurance Act in 1913.
The second manuscript was written by my father, Bruce Samways, called ‘The Vital Nail’.
He won a scholarship to Cambridge to read maths and physics and was recruited to work
on the secret development of radar. When WW2 broke out, he joined the RAF and
continued the secret work commanding early radar stations. He was posted abroad to
Aden, Egypt and eventually Ceylon where he supervised the construction of vital radar
stations that helped prevent the Japanese invasion. Bruce married my mother, after four
years separation, five days after returning from war.
With plenty of time, normally spent on family and community duties, and the aid of iPad
dictation I turned these manuscripts into works that could be published. In lockdown,
through typing these books I was taken on journeys with my grandfather and father
around the UK and to countries I had not visited. I also went to the beautiful country of
Ceylon, which I have visited. I travelled by every form of transport - foot, bike, steam
trains, old cars, troop ships and vintage planes and taken on many adventures, even
witnessing the Battle of Britain at Stanmore.
On this publishing journey I have been supported by my family and many friends far and
wide. One RAF contact even produced the actual signed reports that my father made on
duty in Aden and Ceylon.
I have fulfilled a promise and now both these books have been published by a brilliant
company called FeedARead. They should be available soon on Amazon. If you are
interested in obtaining a copy of either book, please let me know.
Rosemary Keele - rosemary.keele@btinternet.com

Local Crime Report

November Report for Sedgemoor North West Area which includes:
Lympsham, Eastertown, East Brent, Brent Knoll, Rooksbridge, Watchfield,
East Huntspill, West Huntspill, Stretcholt, Pawlett, Berrow and Brean.
Crime Type
Recorded:
Recorded:
Trend
Sept 20
Oct 20
Burglary - Residential
Burglary – Business
3
+3
Drug Offences
4
+4
Criminal Damage
5
-5
Theft’s
10
6
-4
Public Order
6
4
-2
Violence Against Person
28
15
-13
Recorded:
Recorded:
ASB (Anti-Social Behaviour)
Trend
Sept 20
Oct 20
Calls to either 101 or 999
categorised as some form of (ASB)

35

19

Details

Details

-16
PCSO 7675 Sam Piers
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R. MILLARD
 SON
PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service
Private Chapel of Rest

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA
Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged
Memorials Supplied

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

CHIMNEY
SWEEP
ROB HEMBROW
01934 732998
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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Remember wildlife at Christmas

We all enjoy Christmas, but of course it is quite a difficult time for
wildlife especially if we get a ‘White Christmas’.
Wildlife adopts different ways of surviving the cold Winter months.
Squirrels cache their food so that once it is no longer available to
them; they can use the food that they have started to store away in the
Autumn. Animals like hedgehogs, bats and dormice put on a lot of weight through the Autumn
when food it plentiful and then hibernate through the cold Winter months when their natural food
disappears. For bats, it is necessary to find places where the temperature doesn’t fluctuate too
much. So for bats that means caves or inside ancient trees that are hollow. We have both
caves and ancient woodland in Somerset, so have a population of over 16 bat species in our
county. Both dormice and hedgehogs make beautiful hibernaculums out of leaves and moss
that they weave together so tightly that they are waterproof. They move to the base of the
hedgerow close to the ground so that the temperature stays low.
It’s the small birds that suffer the most in cold weather and they have different ways of surviving
freezing conditions. The little Wren is so small that it weighs the same as a £1 coin but they
congregate together at night to keep warm. Why not make sure there is a Christmas present for
the birds in your garden on Christmas day? Remember to fill the bird feeder on Christmas Eve
and on Christmas day put out some of those scraps (even a piece of Christmas cake will be very
much appreciated)! Fresh water needs to be put out for them too.
Wildlife will be on the move in the dark hours so be careful when
driving in the Winter. None of us know what our Christmas will be
like this year, but maybe we should value what we have –
especially good health. You may not be able to meet all your
friends and family, but do have a lovely Christmas from all of us at
Secret World Wildlife Rescue and here’s to a healthy and happy
2021!
Pauline Kidner, Founder of Secret World Wildlife Rescue

Front Cover Photos -

Thanks to Steve Russell and John Page for the front cover pictures.
NOVEMBER

Bob
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WI Craft Group

Although we are unable to meet, our members and others continue to knit hats and
scarves for Seafarers as well as blankets for both premature babies and adults with
dementia, for which they and us are grateful.
We look forward to meeting again sometime in 2021 and not only show or explain what
crafting we’ve done, but also explain how it’s helped us to keep busy during this strange
time.
If anyone is having itchy fingers and would like to knit for a worthwhile cause, please
contact me and I should be able to help with patterns, wool etc.
Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Margaret Smith 01278 760691

Women’s Society

It has been really pleasant that I have met up with some members when having my daily
walk. Nice to ‘catch up’ on news of family and friends.
Sorry to hear that some of you have been very unwell and trust that you are feeling much
better now.
Julie and I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy, Happy New Year.
We really look forward to meeting you all again early in 2021.
Ann and Julie

Pastoral Care Groups

Although the groups can’t meet physically, we’ve been keeping an eye on our members
through phone calls, emails etc.
The Alzheimer and Dementia Carer group has been meeting fortnightly on a Monday
afternoon through Zoom. If anyone is interested in joining them, please phone Carla
Searle on 01278 760041 or email geoffreysl@aol.com.
Mrs Kim Wilcox, the village agent, also attends the meetings.
The Parish of Three Saints Pastoral Care team have also been busy keeping an eye on
people in the community, phoning, getting shopping, dog walking, prayer requests and
volunteering to deliver newspapers etc. As well as doing training courses on zoom.
Parents of those recently baptised in our parish, have also been emailed to say that we
are thinking of them and given links to online services, contact details etc.
If there is anyone who would value a chat, please contact Anthony on 07701 081077 or
email lpacare.tpots@gmail.co.uk.
Margaret Smith, 01278 760691

To all Meet and Eat Friends
In the weeks before Christmas,
We still cannot meet
To enjoy company
And have food to eat.
Covid has closed the Parish Hall,
2020 has challenged us all.

Monday’s each month have not been the
same.
We’ve missed greeting you all by name.
Liz has not had to shop and cook,
Rosemary has published her father’s book.
Weit has had no soup to make,
Bella has had time to sew and bake.

We sincerely hope a vaccine is near,
So we can greet you all next year.
But this is to wish you all well,
A healthy winter and a happy Noel.
Rosemary, Liz, Bella and Weit
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Misted Up Double Glazed
Unit Replacement
Broken Glass Repairs
New Work
Mirrors
Telephone

07539 291804
TELEPHONE 01278 794510
MOBILE

EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk

Azure
Plumbing And Heating

07446 433 149
azurepandh@gmail.com
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Your Local Funeral Services
Burnham Funeral Services

Richard Marsh Funeral Services

Burnham

Highbridge

01278 588 117

01278 588 216

www.burnhamfuneralservicesltd.co.uk

www.richardmarshfuneralservices.co.uk

97 Oxford Street, TA8 1EW

98 Church Street, TA9 3HR

We are here to help 24 hours a day

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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Brent Knoll House Histories

European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 48

Last month I said I would show a few more pictures illustrating the features I had mentioned.
I am also repeating the map of the 17th
century parts so I can refer to some points
in it.
Sitting
Dining
Living

Room

Room

Room

Note that the fireplace in the Dining Room (left)
is rather larger than that in the Living room
(below). Originally it would probably have had a
bread oven on the side where the door now
leads into the Living Room, which has now been
boarded in, whilst the other side, as mentioned
last month, probably had a staircase leading to

the bedrooms.
In the Living Room there is an
arched recess within the fireplace
through which the door to the

bread oven would have been set. That would have
extended into where the cupboard is now. Hot
coals from the fire would be placed inside until it
reached the required temperature, when they
would be removed and the dough inserted.
Keeping the door closed and being beside the
active fire would ensure that the bread was well baked.
When you look at the width of the cupboard behind the bread oven, however, it does seem
to be rather larger than would be required for the bread oven alone (see plan). That does
lead me to wonder whether there was another 17th century feature beyond the bread oven.
Continued on page 20
NOVEMBER
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued

A house in Loxton I recently visited did have an example of this. It was a curing chamber. These
are almost always from the 17th century, but also rarely found outside Somerset and parts of
Devon and Gloucester. They were used for curing hams and other meat.
It was traditional in late Autumn to kill livestock that was not required for breeding the following
season, so that they would not need to be fed throughout the Winter. Some have even
suggested that this is the real reason why bonfires happened in November (before being
politically charged!), though most of the animal would be used for one purpose or another,
including the hide and the bones.
But how did you preserve the meat when nobody had refrigeration? Mainly it was done by
salting or curing, or both. Curing was done by placing the ham over a smouldering fire, from
which a small amount of smoke would rise. This could not be done in the main fireplace, as that
was used to heat the room and often to do the family cooking. Both required a more
substantive blaze than that required for curing. So a separate chamber was built beside the
fireplace and the chimney would normally link into that from the domestic fire somewhere high
up in the main flue.
Sometimes these curing chambers stood proud
from the exterior walls of the house, sometimes
they were built inside with a separate entrance.
This example is from the house in Loxton I
mentioned above. Both the bread oven and the
curing chamber (the larger rounded edge
building behind the smaller bread oven) were
obviously added on to the original building.
That is probably due to the fact that this house
had 16th century features, whereas, in the case
of Park Farm, a 17th century building would probably
have them built-in.
Curing chambers often have rounded corners as
shown here, but that would have been lost in Park
Farm as an extension was built across the whole of
that end of the house and the rounding would
probably have been lost when the alterations were
made.
Finally this month, a view of the staircase in the
cupboard by the fireplace in the Living Room.
Normally, for a 17th century stairwell, I would also
expect a rounded corner. Here it can be seen to be
squared. That may also indicate a slightly later
addition, with the original stair having been in the
Dining Room.
Next month we will look at some beams.
John Page (myrtle.bk@gmail.com)

Ecumenical Worship at Brent Knoll Methodist Church
No meetings until further notice due to Coronavirus.
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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PAUL DIXON
Carpenter & Joiner
Builder
Extensions
Loft Conversions
Conservatories
Porches Timber/uPVC
Windows/Doors
Staircase
Fitted Furniture

Free Advice and Estimates

Tel: 01278 760521
‘Apple Down’, 76 Brent Street, Brent Knoll,
Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

JA Ross Electrical
Services Ltd

Domestic • Commercial • Industrial • Agricultural
All Works Fully Guaranteed, Insured and Certified

Email: jaross2@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01278 760049

Mob: 07850 000406
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AUTOMANIA

GARAGE SE RVIC E S
CAR &
VAN HIRE

DAY OR
WEEKLY RATES

MOT TESTING
VEHICLE
SERVICING
& REPAIR

01278 784792

30 Berrow Road, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 2EX
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Christmas is coming to Your Community Shop

2323

Covid and “lock-down” uncertainties have made it difficult for anyone to make their
Christmas plans this year – like knowing how many people can share a Christmas
meal together.
Your Community Shop is here to help, so there are three dates for your diary.
You can order all your Christmas meats, provided by our local quality provider (Havercroft)
by Tuesday 15th December. We should all know the rules for Christmas gatherings before
then.
An order form is enclosed in this copy of the Brent Knoll News. Copies and a full price-list
are also available in the shop. Just take your order form to the shop before Tuesday 15 th
December, remembering to provide your name and ‘phone number.
Collection of those orders from the shop will be on Wednesday morning, 23rd December
(8.30am to 12 noon).
We also want to share the Seasonal spirit with our customers and our volunteers, so we’ll be
serving mulled wine and mince-pies under a gazebo outside the shop (to allow for social
distancing) from 9am on Saturday 19th December.
Why not join us?
We’re still eager to recruit more volunteers to our merry band. This is the only way in which
we can meet the biggest demand from our recent public consultation survey – the extension
of our opening hours. If you’re able to offer two or three hours per week, our volunteer coordinator (Jamie Scanlon) would love to hear from you on scanlonjamie@hotmail.co.uk
(email) or 07824-368821 (mobile phone).
Meanwhile, we’re working on plans for the future. We remain focused on the aim to
establish a permanent Community Shop, restore Post Office services, and extend our
opening hours and our range to include such things as alcohol.
Part of that plan will be the issuing of shares for the community to become the owners of
Brent Knoll Community Shop Limited (now a registered Community Benefit Society, number
8416). Those share-holding members will elect the future Management Committee.
David Sturgess: david.sturgess@tiscali.co.uk or 01278-760621

Burnham & Highbridge Choral Society

The Burnham & Highbridge Choral Society (BHCS) is a friendly, non-auditioned
choir based in Burnham-on-Sea in Somerset, and has currently 50 - 60 members
with differing levels of musical ability and experience. We rehearse on Thursday
evenings from 7.30 to 9.30pm at the Burnham Methodist Church Hall in College
Street. Traditionally there have been two performances each year, one in December,
usually held in the town’s Catholic church, and the other in March/April usually held in St
Andrew’s Church. The Spring Concert usually features an orchestral ensemble and guest
soloists. In the summer term, a few of us get together to have an informal Summer Sing.
Occasional requests to perform at local events are considered by the Committee. The choir
works with a professional accompanist for rehearsals and performances and has generally
performed a repertoire of sacred, secular, classical, and stage music.
New members are very welcome.
During the Covid-19 restrictions, we are unable to meet in person at the moment. Instead,
we are holding virtual rehearsals on line every Thursday evening at 7.30pm lasting for an
hour.
These are fun events, still with our professional Musical Director and live
accompanist.
If you would like to join us on Thursday evenings, you would be most welcome. You can get
further details from our secretary at jane.lee36@btinternet.com or on 01278 783511.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas, and thank you for
your continued support during this unusual time. We will meet again.......that’s a promise.
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.
Julie Skinner
NOVEMBER
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Memories

It was such good news that we were able to hold our “scaled back”
Remembrance Service at our War Memorial. A great deal of planning had
gone into making it Covid safe. Brian Dallimore took the service, which was
perfect for the difficult times we are living in.
I always feel very nostalgic at this time of the year, remembering all the good friends who
are no longer with us, and taking part on these occasions. There’s practically no one now
who took part in these parades, when everyone marched up to the church behind the
standards and the police were on duty to stop the traffic.
You can see a photo of John Strong and Pam Dite carrying our standards. I wanted to get
as close as possible, John shouted “we won’t stop” – I beat a hasty retreat!
After the service, they marched back to the Red
Cow, my husband, Bruce shouted “Parade
Dismiss”, the men all dashed into the Cow and
most of the ladies went home to cook lunch!
One year, Peggy Bolland saw Geoff Ham (a
stanch Legion member) having lunch on his
own. She thought it was sad, so every year
after that, Legion members enjoyed a roast
lunch all together. Mike Ostler has always done
us proud, sadly missed this year.
I have been privileged to be poppy organiser
since 1979, when I was asked to take it on, “just
for a year”, Babs Newman the previous
organiser had tragically been killed in a car
accident in Burnham.
So much has changed over the years and, of
course, we did house to house collections over
the whole village. When that finished, we
started a manned collection at Sanders, which
has been incredibly good, letting us collect for
usually eight days. It has been a great addition
towards our totals.
I have never been a very methodical person,
but I have kept, now two, exercise books, with
all the itemised takings every year.
The last nine years we have left collecting boxes at both Sedgemoor Services, also we have
held five wonderful concerts in the church for the Poppy appeal, along with many other
events we have reached the incredible total of over £74,000.
A Huge Thank You to all those who have contributed over the years.
Sally Wingate, Poppy Organiser

Brent Knoll Parish Council - Community Grant Funding

The Parish Council invites applications for grants for community groups in
Brent Knoll. Grants will be awarded to organisations that can show evidence
of a benefit to the local community. Applications will be considered in January
2021: any grants awarded will be paid in February 2021. If you wish to see a
copy of our grants policy, please contact the clerk at the email address below.
Applications to the Clerk - No later than December 20th 2020
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk, 07917 445215
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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To us the law is personal.
Personal to you, our client.
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This commitment to quality service is why we are one
of the leading firms in Weston and attract work from
local and national clients.
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Working to your individual requirements is the
difference between getting the job done and getting
the result you want.

Understanding
your needs

Please speak with your local contact Tim Hannah.

01934 623 501
www.powellslaw.com
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GARMENT REPAIR
& ALTERATIONS
Sewing & Stitching
Zip Replacement
Dress Shortening
Hem Adjusting
CALL: KATHARINE

M: 07752
H: 01278

446007
789668

WE WILL COLLECT
& DELIVER
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A Christmas message from the Rector of
The Parish of Three Saints

Dear Friends,
For many, December is, in normal times, a remarkably busy time.
Expectations run high with the promise that each year the
Christmas celebrations will be the best ever. We want to celebrate,
in fact we should. So, what happens when things are different, as
this year? What happens when we cannot fulfil our traditional
expectations?
Perhaps there’s a need this year to roll back the expectation meter,
and take a fresh look at what Christmas is really all about. We might be shocked to discover
just how easy negotiating our way through Christmas should be after all.
The truths we enjoy and remember at Christmas are actually straightforward: God enters
into our experience. God is not far away. God visited this world in the human person of
Jesus Christ. The boundary between the divine and what is of the earth became very thin
indeed. “Christ is the image of the unseen God …” (Colossians 1:15). Jesus is Emmanuel,
God with us.
Put simply, Christians believe this, that God loves us so much that He sent his Son to
become one of us (John 3:16). Therefore, the approach taken by the Church for centuries is
to recognize that God is in all things, even in the secularism of our culture, because Jesus
became fully human and enjoyed these things too. Cards, cake, cuddles with far-flung
family and favourite carols, when they’re allowed, can all contribute to our devotion, as long
as they don’t become essential in themselves or the object of our worship. These things are
not Christmas, so let’s focus our hearts this year on the one to whom we offer our worship,
Jesus.
I know that some people have difficulty believing God could inhabit the earth in such a way.
“That virgin birth? What’s all that about? Jesus...God? He was just a clever man!” And
they celebrate a superficial Christmas anyway without further thought. If this is taken away,
there is nothing left. My view is that Jesus was either truly God, or a liar! The evidence of
changed lives points to the former.
Every word of scripture points to Jesus as the actual Son of God. This is reflected in familiar
words, “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate deity. Pleased to dwell as one of
us”. “In Him was life, and that life was the light of all people.” (John 1:4).
In Jesus we have the Light of Hope in a dark world. Whatever Christmas holds this year,
may your home be a place of comfort and joy as you take heart in that simple truth from long
ago. And may the very presence of the living God, Jesus, Emmanuel, be with you and with
those for whom you care, near and far, for this season and beyond.
Bless you all.
Revd Kevin Wright, Rector, The Parish of Three Saints

November Crossword - Answers
Across -

1) Managed
4) Caper
7) Bar Code
8) Freak
9) Podium
12) Invented
15) Radiator
NOVEMBER

17) Twenty
18) Cheat
21) Italian
22) Spell
23) Smillie

Down 1) Metaphor
2) Arabic
3) Dior
4) Clef
5) Pimento
6) Ruck
10) Mirth

11) Evert
13) Duty Free
14) Adverse
16) Detail
18) Cars
19) Till
20) Pass
Roy Ainsworth
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Meditations

This is something I read in a book of meditations: it seemed quite appropriate for the present
time. It is by Eddie Askew, a former director of the Leprosy Mission, who wrote in his lifetime,
a host of poetry and prayer books.
Pauline
Lord, there are times
when I’m tempted to give up.
When all the pressures of my world
darken my vision,
wear down my will.
And, footweary and head low,
I find it all a burden hard to bear.
Standing against the powers of the age
seems futile
Don Quixote without a donkey
My world looks dark,
my faith a dusty relic
seen dimly through the smeared glass
of a museum showcase,
long unvisited.
The fossil bones of faith dust covered.
A prehistoric curiosity.
Hard to believe those bones
were once the stuff of life.
And yet, within the dark, the candles glow.
Frail flames of flickering light.

Will-o'- the wisps of faith.
now here, now there,
but leading to fulfilment.
As one seems quenched, another glows,
sparks into light.
Darkness is distanced and,
in light's small flame, hope warms its hands.
And I am strengthened to renew my trust
in love, alive and well.
In time, in God's own time,
the flames will grow
and coalesce into a dawn
when earth is filled with light
from end to end.
Meanwhile, Lord, I'll gather up my courage
for one more day. Knowing that weak though
I amand foolish, Lord, but let's not dwell on that you are at work,
blowing the ashes of my life into new flame.

Christmas Quiz
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

by Eddie Askew.

Name the three wise men?
In the song “The Twelve days of Christmas”, “my true love brought to me nine ………”?
How many ghosts appeared to Scrooge in Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”?
Where does the word “Pantomime” originate from?
St Nicholas was born in which modern country?
How should you travel to church in an act of 1551?
On which street is the ‘Bethlehem Hotel’ in Israel?
Who brought Gold to Jesus?
Roy Ainsworth

St. Michael’s Church Christmas Event

Saturday December 5th 9.00 – 12.00
at the Brent Knoll Emergency Community Shop
Raffle
Craft tables
Covid rules will be followed
Details at www.stmichaelschurchbrentknoll.co.uk

Just for Fun – Paraprosdokians

Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Carpets, Vinyls, Luxury Vinyl Tiles,
Woods and Laminates
• Free, no obligation quote and measure service
• Offering you value for money
• A local professional company
• Quality friendly service
• Domestic and commercial work undertaken

Adam Cahill

Carpet & Flooring

info@cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
www.cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
Advanced Karndean Installation Certificate.
CSCS Certified.

01278 782392 | 07919 575253 | 07525 645170

Check out our
independent
reviews
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY
2nd Saturday

Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café
Postponed until further notice
Next meeting – Monday, 14th December at 8pm online via Zoom!

“We’re already seeing an increased demand for our services”
says Weston Hospicecare nurse as Christmas appeal
launches.

S Few

Weston Hospicecare has launched a Christmas pledge appeal which means donations from
supporters will be doubled by matched funding.
The coronavirus pandemic has had a severe impact on fundraising opportunities for the
hospice which serves Weston, North Somerset and Sedgemoor areas.
The charity is calling on supporters to take advantage of the matched funding which has a
potential pledge value of £30,000.
Community Nurse Specialist Lucy Green says: “We are
already seeing an increase in demand for our services,
caused by late diagnosis and we are fully expecting this
demand to escalate even more next year.
It is simply crucial that we raise enough money to care for
everyone who needs us.
Our entire care team are working tirelessly to ensure every
person is given the help they desperately need.
We never want to be in a position where we have to cut our services and therefore ask you
to help us, if you can, by making a donation today.
Although having to deal with a bleak situation, a remarkable network of local individuals and
businesses rallied behind the hospice and responded with incredible generosity, pledging
£30,000 to match donations made to the 2020 Community Christmas Care Appeal!”
The hospice is calling on the community it serves to make donations to ensure these
pledges are fulfilled.
Lucy continued “So many people are depending on us to get them through the most
distressing time of their lives.
Remember all donations will be matched pound for pound by our pledgers. It is only
together can we ensure that our friends, neighbours, colleagues and loved ones spend the
end of their lives at peace, in comfort and without pain.”
To support the hospice’s 2020 Community Christmas Care Appeal, go to
www.westonhospicecare.org.uk or to make a phone donation call 01934 423900. You can
also send a cheque to Weston Hospicecare, Jackson-Barstow House, 28 Thornbury Road,
Uphill, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 4YQ.
Harry Cardno

Thoughts at Christmas 2020
Happy thoughts on Christmas Day
Christmas Carols round the tree
Peace to all is what we pray
What can we do for this to be?
Widows, orphans, families
Are facing this time mourning
Loved ones, torn away from these
With very little warning
NOVEMBER

To what purpose you may ask?
Will it help the suffering poor
To take their leaders to task
Will just make them suffer more
May we pray that Paradise
Will give all the victims rest
And many less pay the price
Until we can find the test.
JMS 2020
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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“200+ CLUB” – 2021

There’s been an excellent response to the 2020 200+ Club, with over 150 numbers
already reserved and we have issued 16 extra numbers so far! So, we are already
guaranteed to be able to continue with the club in 2020. If you haven’t joined yet, you
can do so by filling in and returning the application form below, or, if you were a member
in 2020, by returning your reply slip. Don’t forget, the more members the more prizes!
There is now only one draw left in 2020, the CRACKING CHRISTMAS DRAW, which
will take place in December. There will be 18 prizes - totalling £476!!.
Anyone aged over 16 years can be a member of the 2021 “200+ Club”. Don’t forget
your relatives and friends can join (they don’t even have to live in the village). As well
as locals, we have members from America, Australia, Axbridge, Bristol, Burnham,
East Brent, Kent, Scotland, Taunton, Watchet, Yorkshire and even Rooksbridge!
Your chances of winning are much better than the Lotto!
Below is an application form for next year’s membership. I would be most grateful if
you could complete and return it to me, together with your subscription, as soon as
possible, either via the Village Shop or directly. In December/January, I shall write to
all those who join, giving details of their allocated number(s) and the date of the first
draw in 2021!!!!.
Thank you for your support and Good Luck!!
Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator
NOTE - Cheques will NOT be cashed until after 1/1/2021
Wishing you all a Healthy and Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!

WIN UP TO £120!!

Monthly draws entitle winners to prizes including:
st

1 Prize £ 20 + others including £ 12

In addition, two annual draws entitle winners to EXTRA prizes including:

Summer Draw
st

Christmas Draw

1 Prize - £ 60 1st Prize - £ 120

The more numbers issued, the more prizes, keeping the chances of winning just as high. In 2020
we will have paid out 113 prizes totalling £ 1,768!!
Numbers will be allocated at a cost of £ 12 per year (£1 per month)
ALL PROFITS TO BRENT KNOLL PARISH HALL

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 2
Complete below and return with your payment of £ 12 per entry to: Bob Filmer, Wascelyn, 48,
Brent Street, Brent Knoll or the Brent Knoll Village Shop.
You can apply for 1 or more numbers. Why not get your friends and family to have a go and
support your LOCAL Parish Hall at the same time.
Your Name Mr/Mrs/Ms ……………………………………………………………
Address
…………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone …………………………………………………………………………

Yes, I would like to buy …… number(s) in Brent Knoll Parish Hall “200+ Club”
Please enclose cash or cheque for £ 12 per “200+ Club” number.
Cheques payable to “Brent Knoll Parish Hall”.
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G B Building & Maintenance
Conservation Builder
Historic, Listed and Traditional Methods
Lime Plastering; Stonework; Cob Walls
Lime Wash Paints; Brickwork

Telephone: Mr Gary Broom on
07776032289 or 01823283212
Listed Heritage Member

Mike Brookes
Tel: 07760 880552
The

info@chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk
www.chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk

Chimney
Cleaning

Company
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Your December Sudokus

My Birthday Sudoku from Klaus
1

2

3

4

5

A

7
6

B
C
D
E

7
1

F
G
H

6
4

I

9
5
7

4
6
3
9

3

6

7

8

4 1 5
8 6

6

6
8

1

1

9

Guess Who!
4

5

6

1 9
2
5
6
9
9
1
8
5
7
4
4
2
5
6
3 1

A

2
4
5
3

3

2

B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

7

8

9

5 6 4 3
4
1 .
8
2 4 9 6
3
7
9
6
2

My friend Klaus sent me a Sudoku birthday present with which I was well pleased. So to
complement it, I did the second one, which contains clues as to my date of birth. As the digit
0 is involved, I cheated and put a dot in. See if you can work it out (no prizes!). Last
month’s comments were “ I enjoyed these two.” – “Thank you once again. Trust you’re
keeping well.” – “Thank goodness Covid has not stopped the magazine and Sudokus” – “Not
too easy, but not tricky”. Last month 16 persons sent in correct solutions. They were Klaus
Brenner, Pauline Chadwick, Tim Cromwell, Peter Filmer, Christine Hall, Mac Hares, John
Harper, Liz Ibrahim, Vincent Kelly, Chris Marsh, Frankie and Geoff New, John Spiers, Ted
Toon, Jo Wright and Louise Wright.
Please send entries in to david@flockman.com or to 48 Brent Street.
David Filmer
The solutions to last month’s Sudokus are below:-

Easy 22 Clue Sudoku

1
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Tough 17 Clue Sudoku

1

9

7 8 9 4 1 6 5 3 2
3 4 6 2 8 5 7 9 1
2 1 5 3 7 9 6 4 8
4 3 2 1 6 7 9 8 5
6 7 8 5 9 2 4 1 3
9 5 1 8 4 3 2 6 7

8 2 3 9 5 4 1 7 6
5 9 7 6 3 1 8 2 4
1 6 4 7 2 8 3 5 9

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

5 9 2 4 3 7 1 8 6
6 4 8 1 5 2 3 9 7
3 1 7 8 6 9 4 5 2
2 6 9 3 4 8 7 1 5
8 3 1 5 7 6 2 4 9
7 5 4 9 2 1 6 3 8

4

8 6 7 1 5 9 2 3
9 7 3 2 8 4 5 6 1
1 2 5 6 9 3 8 7 4

Just for Fun – Paraprosdokians

If you are supposed to learn from your mistakes, why do some people have more
than one child?
Mary Wridgway
NOVEMBER
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News from the Primary

2020 will be recorded as a very special year
for the primary. The scourge of Covid has, since March, transformed the school. The
first national lockdown which began just before Easter, saw all the children, bar those
whose parents were key workers, remain at home for an extended holiday. This then
turned into a Summer term of Zoom lessons and online tuition. Our families made great
efforts in to ensuring home learning was a success. Many children, with their parents
support, developed new skills and enjoyed new activities, many being outdoors. The
school’s photography competition garnered over one hundred and thirty entries and
clearly encouraged many youngsters to take their phones and tablets and investigate the
flora and fauna of the district.
In June, more children returned to school. By the end of term, about forty percent of the
children were having some lessons back in their classrooms. The Summer holidays
came along and families made the most of days out and trips to destinations on the UK
mainland. At the end of the holidays, news then came through that Tadpoles pre-school
was about to close. Knowing that having a local pre-school was crucial to the village as
well as the school, plans were quickly made to prepare to create a pre-school from
scratch. As it happened, a new classroom was already on order; a room that the school
thought would be used by older children from the new families moving into the two new
developments at either end of the village. All being well, at the end of the Autumn term,
Brent Knoll’s new pre-school will be set up ready for a January opening.
As the school term winds its way towards Christmas, the second lock-down has meant
further changes. School staff now wear face coverings all day as maintaining a twometre distance, when properly teaching small children, is an impossibility. Parents and
visitors (not that we have many of those nowadays) likewise wear face coverings when
coming onto the school site. Zoom and Teams meetings take place on a regular basis,
ostensibly to keep staff safe, though with the added advantage of helping the
environment by reducing the need for the same staff to spend time travelling.
It has been a dramatic and different year for all of us. Both the staff and children have
managed the changes with great skill and patience. The school now looks forward to a
new year with the opening of the pre-school to our youngest ever pupils. As to where we
place the children from the new houses, that will be the next dilemma to resolve!
Chris Burman, Head teacher

Village Agent News:

It’s December, and as Village and Community Agents, we know this can be a really
tough time of year, so I’d like to share a little of what we are doing to help people during
the Winter months.
Christmas is upon us, and here at CCS (Community Council for Somerset) we are very
busy with the Somerset Food Resilience Taskforce, in partnership with Somerset County
Council. We are working together to increase food security for residents in Somerset.
Across Somerset, CCS Village Agents and volunteers delivered nearly 1,000 meals to
families in need to help prevent holiday hunger during half term. We are delivering
regular food boxes to clients on a weekly basis and often distribute donated goods such
as books, household cleaning products, and much more that people need!
Now we are on the hunt for anyone in their local community providing meals or access to
food. Is this YOU? Do you want to start helping those locally in need?
Kim Wilcox, Village Agent 07943555519 or kim@somerserrcc.org.uk
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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FRIDAY 18 - TUESDAY 29 DECEMBER 2020
(except 24 & 25 December)

Tickets: £18 / Conc. £17 / Under 16 £15
Family £60 / Virtual £15

Virtual Tickets available from
https://mcmillantheatre.native.fm/

A selection of our performances will be live
streamed so you can enjoy the magic of a live
pantomime from the comfort of your own home.

www.mcmillantheatre.com
Box office: 01278 556677

The McMillan Theatre, Bath Road, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 4PZ

Under New
Management
With
Paul Gilpin

ESTATE AGENTS

LETTINGS

Heritage
Knowledge
Integrity
18 College Street
Burnham-On-Sea
Somerset, TA8 1AE

BOOK YOUR FREE VALUATION TODAY!

01278 782266
www.aandfproperty.co.uk
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Just for Fun – Word Search - Cities

All the cities in the list can be found in the grid in the form of a box. Each word reads
either horizontally, vertically, diagonally, forwards or backwards.
Roy Ainsworth
Athens
London
R C X C A G J L B B K V J
Belgrade
Madrid
H O W A L D E R U W B S N
Berlin
Oslo
A N M L Z U U C K Q S T F
Bern
Paris
E H X E G S H B I A J O W
Bonn
Prague
D K B A S A A K L N L C O
Brussels
Rome
A C R E R N N O B I O K L
Bucharest
Stockholm
R P L E N I T S I L N H S
Budapest
Tirana
G S S E S I D S S R D O O
Dublin
Vienna
L T I L R I N I Y E O L E
Helsinki
Warsaw
E V E A R E R R P B N M Y

In the News

N H N D H A W A S R A W I
D A A T P C B B E R N I D
K M A T S E P A D U B Y I

George Brown has been researching old local newspaper stories featuring Brent
Knoll, over coming months, we will be reporting them.
1894 – June 2nd “Mr & Mrs Nicholletts injured when their carriage overturned near
the Manor House.”
July 7th “Mr Hardwidge, an employee of G. Body, loses a son James
Thomas drowned aged 12 at Whitcombes water pit by Berrow
Road. He has lost four children in the last two years. A younger
brother aged 9 survived the incident.
George Brown

together

here we stand
together
in a synergy
of love

Sedgemoor Biz

in our humility
we move
with a desire
buried
inside
awakened
for a purpose
and used
in quiet confidence

to work
in lives
to share
gifts
to reach
needs
to reflect
love
to show
His glory
Corin

Sedgemoor District Council’s Economic Development team have launched a
newsletter, aimed at all businesses, large and small, across Sedgemoor. Please sign
up to our newsletter: https://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/biznewsemail and you can follow
on Twitter: @SedgemoorBiz.
Claire Faun
NOVEMBER
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Postcards of Brent Knoll - 7

Our postcard this month is of a cycle works in
Belle Vue Villas, Burton Row. Above the
window can be seen the company name,
Brent Knoll Cycle Works, with the proprietor’s
name, Ashley T. Lynham, below it. There is
an entry for the works in the 1914 edition of
Kelly’s Directories, but it is obviously new, as
in the 1911 census, Ashley is living in Worston
Road, Highbridge and is a builder’s labourer.
No entry for the works appears in the 1919
edition of Kelly’s Directories, so it is
presumably short-lived.
Ashley would have been about 27 years old in
1914, so may well be the person holding the
male bicycle. His wife was Lucy, who may be
holding the female bicycle.
Two other Lynhams also appear in 1911;
William, his father, is a stone mason and may
be the person peering out from the doorway,
or it could be his older brother, Percy, who
followed his father’s trade. I am not sure
who the boy is. In the same Directory there is
also a Charles Lynham, who is a beer retailer
and later becomes a tailor, but his family
come from Berrow and he is 41 years old in
1911. Ashley and Lucy did have a daughter,
Dorothy Lydia Mary Lewis Lynham, who was
born in 1910, but does not appear here.
What I like about this picture is the advertisements covering the walls. Notably, they have nothing
to do with the cycle industry, but presumably provide lucrative income. Bryant and May’s matches
are prominent, as are three plaques extolling Newberry’s furniture, carpets and curtains (can you
find the third one?). There are two Players Navy Cut rondels, one either side of the top of the
window and, surprisingly, there is another advertisement for cigarettes, Ogden’s Guinea, which is
just over the fence. Two additional adverts are trickier to see; can you spot them? One is for
“Price’s,” the other for Shell Motor S(pirits)
John Page

BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB

It has been an interesting time for Brent Knoll tennis players this year. The tennis club
has followed Covid-19 guidance from the Lawn Tennis Association since March. Once the
Government decided that outdoor exercise was good for us all, the club was allowed to
open, but had to restrict the number of players on court, to follow social distancing rules.
Unfortunately all tennis matches against other clubs were stopped but hopefully will get
going again in spring 2021
Coaching at Brent Knoll with Dean re-started in July and was welcomed by our junior and
our not-so-junior members.
We are now in a second Covid-19 lockdown which has closed the courts again until early
December. It is important that we all keep safe so we can get back to playing tennis as soon
as possible.
Alison Hillyer
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Come and see us at Burnham Swim & Sports Academy, Berrow Rd
Chartered Physiotherapists Liz & Andy Gardner
are HCPC & CSP registered
to assess and treat a variety of injuries
Sports injuries & massage
Acupuncture • Back pain & sciatica
Joint & muscle pains • Neck pain & headaches
Registered with all major insurance providers

Please visit us online or
call to make a booking

01278 785221

www.centralsomersetphysio.co.uk
enquiries@centralsomersetphysio.co.uk

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

4343

Station Road, Brent Knoll

Progress
•
Current target completion date is April – May 2021.
•
The culvert and headwalls are fully installed.
•
The scaffolding is in place for plots 1-4
•
Block and Beam is complete to plots 5–7 and substructure blockwork and
drainage is complete to plots 8-11.
•
Within the next month, the timber frame construction to plots 1–4 should be
completed with the commencement of internal trades within those plots, scaffold
will be erected to plots 5–7 and the ground floors should be in place for plots 8-13
•
Monthly progress meetings continue to be held virtually and the Parish Council
are updated after each meeting.
Marketing/Allocations
Willow Tree Housing, in partnership with Sedgemoor District Council, launched the
marketing of the Bakers Field properties in early October.
The scheme includes the following properties:
Open Market
- 2 x 4 bed houses; 2 x 3 bed houses; and 2 x 2 bed houses
Shared Ownership - 2 x 2 bed houses (one remaining)
Affordable Rent
- 1 x 4 bed house; 1 x 3 bed house; 1 x 2 bed house;
2 x 2 bed apartments; and 2 x 1 bed apartments
If you are interested in any of the above properties and would like further details,
please call Willow Tree Housing Partnership on 01934 750780 for affordable rent
enquiries or Westcoast Properties on 01278 784884 to discuss both shared
ownership and open market homes.
Further Updates
A further update will be provided in next month’s Brent Knoll News.
Karen Walker, Willow Tree Housing Partnership

Now Where Did That Come from?

Boxing Day: The day after Christmas Day, we now know as Boxing Day was
formerly known as St. Stephen’s Day. For centuries it was the practice of religious
people to leave a box in the church during the Christmas Mass, the box being packed
with gifts, food and money. This custom was known as “The Dole of the Christmas
Box” or “The Money Box”. On St. Stephens Day, the Priests would distribute to the
poor and needy the gifts and money. Additionally, on St, Stephens Day, young
apprentices and boys would take a box around to their master’s clients, which would
be shared out between the boys.
Thus, with the Church boxes of gifts and the apprentices collecting boxes, St.
Stephens became known as Boxing Day.
Happy Christmas to all.
Roger Ward

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY

The monthly Parish Surgery will be discontinued until meetings resume, however
please do phone or email the clerk if you have any issues that you need to discuss.

Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk Mobile Tel 07917 445 215
NOVEMBER
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Nature diary for December

A year or so ago I was told that a Professor from Scotland might be interested in giving a talk on
lichens to the local Somerset Wildlife Trust Group. I contacted him and, in our conversation, it
emerged that he had visited St Michael’s church and found a rare lichen growing on the north
aisle wall. Unfortunately we could not find a convenient slot for his talk but he promised to put
me in touch with a local lichenologist who could take a further look at the church. And so it was
that Dr John Hill arrived at St Michael’s on August 5 th with four other lichenologists to do a
survey of the church and the churchyard.
The study of lichens is a highly specialized subject, and I was looking forward to seeing them at
work and learning from their expertise. Unfortunately we had a slow start because early
morning cloud had turned to a steady drizzle and I discovered that this can cause problems for
identification because lichens look different when they are wet. Nothing daunted the team got to
work and began to examine the walls in minute detail with illuminated magnifiers. Most of the
time recognition was instant but when it wasn’t, various chemicals could be dropped onto the
lichens to see what colour they produced. If this didn’t work, the next stage was to take a very
small quantity and put it in a test tube for later examination under a microscope.
So what did I learn on the day? The first thing is that lichens are made up of two types of living
organism, a fungus and an alga. They are live together in a relationship that is known as
symbiosis. Algae are plants and fungae are neither plant nor animal. The general scientific
opinion now is that they are more animal than plant. Lichens are very hardy and can survive in
hostile environments. Some grow in the arctic and survive at very low temperatures. Many
people will be familiar with the yellow colour that rocks have at the tideline on a rocky shore.
This colour is due to a lichen that is able to survive regular wetting and drying and a wide
temperature variation twice a day. Looking at our church and churchyard lichens, you can see
that the stonework of the church and the gravestones are covered with lichens of various
colours. Many of these are surviving in direct sunlight but there is a clear preference for them to
grow on the north side of the church where temperature variation is less and the atmosphere is
more moist.
The Church is currently at the beginning of a community involvement project funded by the
National Lottery Heritage Fund (Promoting Education About Church Heritage) and we shall be
looking at various aspects of lichens as part of this project. As 2021 unfolds we shall be posting
information
about
the
churchyard
on
our
new
website
(https://www.stmichaelschurchbrentknoll.co.uk) and organising events to promote interest in the
churchyard. Watch this space.
Ged Keele

St Michael’s Church Christmas Event
Saturday December 5th

Original plans for a Christmas Garden trail have been thwarted by COVID lockdown: however,
the Good News is that the Brent Knoll Emergency Shop has kindly agreed in principle to help
us with an event on Saturday December 5th during their opening hours. There will be a raffle
and we will hopefully be able to sell some of our traditional wares. We are working out the
practicalities over the next few days.
Please support us and the Emergency Shop.
We shall be publicising the details of this in our new St Michael’s Church website
(https://www.stmichaelschurchbrentknoll.co.uk/) and by poster.
Ged

Talking Cafes Online

We are still unable to bring Talking Cafes back to physical venues and we miss all our clients so
much! However we are still live streaming every day at 11am on Facebook and cover a wide
range of topics, from Debt to Mental Health – and all previous sessions can be watched
anytime, anywhere via the Facebook page here: https://www.facebook.com/talkingcafesomerset/
If you are not on Facebook you can now watch previous Talking Cafes on YouTube here:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5goIPHD91Ie4VDI5NMJdrQ !
Kim Wilcox
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PLUMBING
BY GEORGE Ltd!
Brent Knoll

Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside
taps, Shower replacements, etc.
Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades
Boiler servicing

Tel: 07813 321 197
Company number: 9523398
A company registered in England & Wales

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

Country Retreat Set in
the Heart of Somerset

Near Weston-Super-Mare,
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents
• WIFI
• Fully equipped holiday cottages also
available for house moves, relocation

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com
www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

• Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available
• Used touring caravans for sale
• Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold
Registered (G&S Storage)
a5-landscape.indd 1

DulhornHoliday

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

DulhornFarmHP
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – October 2020

Whatever September lacked in the way of Autumnal weather, October made up for it –
this was a wet and breezy month, though fortunately not windy enough to strip the trees
of their magnificent display of golden leaves before we had the chance to admire them.
It wasn’t chilly, though, in fact at time of year when temperatures are usually falling
quite quickly, October ended warmer than it began.
The month started with a series of deep low pressure systems which, unusually for us,
were centred to our south and east. Storm Alex was the first of these, developing west
of Scotland but moving quickly south-east to bring 50kt winds to the Channel Islands on
the 2nd. It was a blustery day here too, with the wind in the north-east because the low was to
our south; but, thanks to the shelter of the Knoll, wind speeds for us were nothing exceptional
(people living outside the lee of the Knoll might take a different view). The more significant
effect of Alex was steady, persistent rainfall, coming to a total for the day of 20.0mm – more rain
than we recorded in the whole of September.
The following day saw a new low forming in the English Channel and then moving slowly into
the south-east of England on the 4th, and the North Sea on the 5th. This low produced more
wind here than Alex did, with gusts reaching 30kts on the 4th; it also brought yet more persistent
rain, so that by 5th October, we had recorded 80mm which wouldn’t be an unusual total for a
whole month.
The second week of October saw a complete change of scene, with high pressure building to
the west of the UK. This high extended from the Azores to Iceland by the middle of the month,
and put a stop to the procession of Atlantic lows. It also brought us a chilly northerly airflow, but
this was generally a dry spell with good sunny spells - the cold air produced convective cloud as
it moved south, so it wasn’t quite wall-to-wall sunshine, but it was an improvement on the wet
and windy start to the month and gave us a chance to dry out. Clear skies overnight took the
thermometer down to 3.0C early on the 17th, and that turned out to be the lowest temperature of
the month – there were no air frosts in October.
The high pressure sank back to the Azores around the 21st, and for the last 10 days of the
month, the Atlantic lows were in charge again - including a deep depression which developed in
mid-Atlantic on the 27th. This system had a central pressure of around 944hPa, and had it
approached the UK, things might have become a little too lively for comfort. Fortunately for us, it
headed north, and instead the notable feature at the end of the month was warmth – high
pressure over Europe combined with the procession of Atlantic lows to draw warm and humid air
across the UK, and so there was a very mild end to October.
Total rainfall was 131.4mm, most of which fell in the first week of October, and the average
temperature was 11.2C, which is normal for the time of year - the cool spell in the middle of the
month offset the warmth at the end. Autumn has arrived.
Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk

The Christmas Gift of Small Things

This Winter, our Village Agents are putting together Christmas Gift Boxes, for people in need,
mainly through our West Somerset Village Agent areas, but with some locations in Sedgemoor,
Taunton and Mendip too! Please spread the kindness and donate small useful gifts to one of
our many Christmas Boxes in a shop near you! Once you have donated, let us know on social
media using the #LoveSomersetRandomActofKindness!
We are looking for small inexpensive items such as:
- Notepad or pen
- A packet of seeds
- Small blanket
- Hand sanitiser
- Handbag size paper tissues
- Candle
- Face mask
- Small Christmas chocolate - Soap
- Socks or hand warmer
or nice mints
- Lip Balm
- Small LED flashlight
- Small magnifying glass
To donate, please drop off in one of the many locations in Somerset please visit the webpage
https://somersetagents.org/christmas-gift-of-small-things/ or contact me on 07943555519 or
kim@somersetrcc.org.uk.
Kim Wilcox, Village Agent
NOVEMBER
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Useful Village Contacts:

Contact
e-mail
Telephone
Revd. Kevin Wright
priest.tpots@gmail.com
760844
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
769082
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
769082
Miss Frances James
760287
Mike Smith
760691
Church Cleaners
Weit Harper
760803
Church Flowers
Mrs Marion Vining
760612
Poppy Organiser
Mrs Sally Wingate
760610
Brass Cleaners
Miss Frances James
760287
Methodist Church,
Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk
784808
Janet Southwell
760445
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers
783920
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright,
422703
Member of Parliament
James Heappey
James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk
01749 343255
County Councillor
Bob Filmer
BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk
760760
District Councillor
Bob Filmer
bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk
760760
Andrew Gilling
andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk
01934 750580
Parish Council,
Clerk
Owen Cullwick
clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk
07917 445215
Chairman
Colin Townsend
colinstownsend@me.com
760226
Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett
andreah@sentinor.com
760099
Footpath Contact Cynthia Trivett–Bill
cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com
760198
Parish Hall
Booking Secretary Jenny Butters
jenny.butters@onetel.com
760477
Bazaar
Eddie Fuller
eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
760308
Chairman
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
760760
Secretary
Sandra Few
sjfizzard@aol.com
760451
Doctor
Dr S L Aung
760313
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline
111
Western Power Distribution
Power Cut?
105
WRVS Prescription Service
760313
Brent Knoll Primary School
Chris Burman
office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk
760546
Toddlers Group
Jane Hannah
timothyhannah@aol.com
760629
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School
Cathy Hurley
769126
Village Shop
760225
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
760760
Distribution
Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
760308
Police PCSO 7675
Sam Piers
Sam.piers@avonandsomerset.police.uk 07889 655184
Police Non-Emergency Number
101
Rhyne Problems
Lower Axe Draining Board
789906
Village Agent
Kim Wilcox
Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk
07943 555519
National Trust Honorary Ranger
Ged Keele
769010
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll
Parochial Church Council, Secretary,
Church Administrator
Church Warden

Village Societies:

All-Sorts Community Choir
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)
Conservative Branch
Ecumenical Group
Good Companions
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows
Royal British Legion
Short Mat Bowling Club
Table Tennis Club
Tennis Club
Women’s Institute
Women’s Society
E&OE
BRENT KNOLL NEWS

Sue Toon
sue.toon@btinternet.com
Sarah Joyce
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Revd. Margaret Trapp
Mrs Ann Robson
Jane Sinnott
jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk
Rod Southwell
Alan Castle
John Mathews
Alison Hillyer
Janet Southwell
Julie Baker

760753
787493
760760
760573
760981
760445
760424
07414 868333
01934 815407
760445
751229
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Wishing you all Good Health, a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Bob Filmer, Editor

Diary for December

Page

2nd SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
2nd Parish Council – Public Session
Online via Zoom
7.00pm
7
Parish Council Meeting
Online via Zoom to follow immediately
3rd B&H Choral Society rehearsals [Every Thursday] Online
7.30-8.30pm 23
4th Mobile Library [Friday]
Village Shop
9.20-10.20am
5th St Michael’s Church Christmas Event
Village Shop
9.00am-noon28,44
7th Green Waste Collection
Your House
Early!!
9th SORT IT+ Recycling
Your House
Early!!
11th Deadline for January Brent Knoll News
12.00 noon
50
Please note earlier deadline than normal to allow for Printers Christmas shutdown!
14th Closing date for Christmas Orders to
Village Shop
23
14th Parish Hall Committee meeting
Online via Zoom
8.00pm
31
16th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
19th Mulled Wine & Mince Pies
Village Shop
9.00am-noon 23
20th Closing date for Parish Council Community Grants
24
21st Winter Solstice (Shortest Day)
21st Green Waste Collection
Your House
Early!!
Your House
Early!!
23rd SORT IT+ Recycling
23rd Collect Christmas Orders from
Village Shop
8.30am-noon 23
25th Christmas Day
31st SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish [1 Day late] Your House
Early!!

Parish Hall and Covid-19

At the present time, with the increased incidences of Covid-19, it has been decided not to
reopen the Hall. This will again be on the Agenda and discussed in December.
If you have views about the decision made by the Committee, please email Sandra Few on
sandra.few48@gmail.com.
Sandra Few

POSTAL Subscription

The Brent Knoll News is available by post for those outside the village. All you need
to do is to send name and address together with a cheque for £15 (incl. UK postage),
to the editor, payable to “Brent Knoll News” and we’ll do the rest, you could even
give it as a present!

Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!!

Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting? Then
why not share it with the village? We publish most items and others may find your
article interesting.

Deadline for the January 2021 Issue –

th

All contributions to be received by noon on Friday 11
December, to:bob@flockman.com The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions. Views
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of
the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or amend any contribution.

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk
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In these challenging times

we are here to keep
your business growing
leaflets and
brochures

posters and
signage

menus and
stationery

and more

CALL 01278 423 637
E

SALES@BWWPRINT.CO.UK

W

WWW.BWWPRINT.CO.UK

Herswell Business Park | Salmon Parade | Bridgwater | TA6 5PY

